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Foreword 

These lessons in 2 John are compiled from the writings of Dr. Grant C. Richison, and 
were first published on the Internet beginning in 2001 in the Campus Crusades (Canada) 
daily online devotional Today’s Word. 

Dr. Richison is a highly experienced pastor, lecturer, and Christian servant who is 
dedicated to a lifetime of studying and teaching God's Word. Almost immediately after 
his salvation he began to desire to teach the Word, and he set about a lifelong program 
of preparation and ministry. 

Dr. Richison has a diploma from Detroit Bible Institute, a bachelor's degree in religious 
education from William Tyndale College (Detroit), a Masters in Theology from Dallas 
Theological Seminary, and a doctorate in ministries from Luther Rice Seminary in 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Dr. Richison has been pastor and senior pastor of Baptist churches from 1965 to 1992. 
His most recent pastorate was at Grant Memorial Baptist Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
where, over a 20 year period, he had oversight of a ministry that expanded from about 
350 to more than 2500 communicants. During the period of his pastorates, Dr. Richison 
was also a lecturer at Detroit Bible College and Winnipeg Theological Seminary. 

From 1993 to 1995, Dr. Richison was Director of Leadership Ministries for Campus 
Crusade for Christ (Canada). He currently has a world-wide lecture ministry with 
Campus Crusade. 

Dr. Richison is an experienced writer, and he provides materials for three areas on the 
Internet:Sermon on the Net; Today's Word, and Pastors' Power Points. He has 
considerable ability to communicate God's Word verse by verse in a relevant, clear, 
applicable and insightful manner and to communicate vision and establish a philosophy 
of ministry in the local assembly. . 

Dr. Richison has served on the following boards and conferences: 

• Lower Michigan Baptist General Conference (district of Baptist General Conference, 
board member) 

• Great Lakes Baptist Conference (district of Baptist General Conference, chairman) 

• Central Canada Baptist Conference (district of Baptist General Conference, 
chairman) 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship (Manitoba) 

• Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 

• International Ministries to Israel (Canada) 

• Chairman of Greater Manitoba Sunday School Convention 

• Chairman of Marney Patterson Evangelistic Crusade (city-wide in Winnipeg) 



 
 

 

 

• Chairman of Terry Winter Evangelistic Crusade (city-wide in Winnipeg) 

• Chairman of the "Why Campaign" (city-wide evangelistic trust in Winnipeg) 

• Chairman of the Board of Regents of Canadian Baptist Seminary (part of consortium 
of seminaries on Trinity Western University) 

• Baptist General Conference of Canada (board member) 

• Briarcrest Bible College and Seminary, Moose Jaw, Sask. 

• Electronic Bible Society, Dallas Texas 

• President's Cabinet, Campus Crusade for Christ, Canada 

Grace Notes 

Grace Notes is a Bible study ministry which began in 1994 using the Internet to 
distribute lessons and articles to people who are interested in God's Word. Thousands 
of Christians, in more than 110 countries around the world, receive weekly Grace Notes 
lessons on the Internet, by E-mail and the World Wide Web. All courses and materials 
are distributed free of charge, and the work is supported by believers who want to see 
the ministry continue and grow. Grace Notes studies are also distributed on diskette 
and CD-ROM in order to reach those who do not have Internet access. 

Verse-by-verse courses are available in more than 30 books of the Bible. Some of the 
courses include word studies (categorical doctrine) or historical articles (isagogics) that 
are relevant to the passages being discussed. Other courses offered are Bible character 
studies, comprehensive studies of the Christian Life and Basics of the Christian Life, an 
extensive series on the Person and Word of Jesus Christ, and a thorough study of the 
Attributes of God. You are invited to write to the address below, or write by e-mail, to 
inquire about Grace Notes materials. 

Warren Doud, Director 
1705 Aggie Lane 
Austin, Texas  78757 

E-Mail:wdoud@bga.com 
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Introduction 

INTRODUCTION TO 2 JOHN Dr. Grant C. 
Richison 

Author - John, one of the twelve apostles. The 
writer identifies himself as an elder (verse1).  

Date - between AD 90 and 95 

Occasion - False teachers were introducing heresy 
to John’s congregation in Asia Minor.  A 
predicament in offering hospitality occurred.  It 
was customary to lodge teachers until they went to 
their next destination (Rom. 12:13; Heb, 13:2; 3 
John 5-8) but this created a crisis because some 
itinerant false teachers presented false credentials 
to John’s readers.  One of the contributions of the 
Roman Empire in spreading the gospel was the 
excellent road system that spanned the Empire 
from one end to another. Portions of two of those 
roads are still visible today. 

1.  The Appian Way is still in use near Rome. 

2.  The Egnatian Way may still be observed today 
in the vicinity of Kavalla (New Testament 
name:Neapolis), Philippi and Thessalonica, (Acts 
13-21; Rom. 15:23-29; 16:1-2; 1 Thess. 3:1-2,5; Tit. 
3:12-13).  

Situation -  Introduction of incipient Gnosticism 
into the church.  It is difficult to define clearly the 
exact nature of this Gnosticism.  

Style -  A private, personal letter, not an epistle 
like 1 John. 

Argument -  Abiding in the truth is crucial to 
brotherly love.  

Keys 

Key verse:verse 6 

Key words:“love” and “truth” 

Key phrase:“abide in the doctrine” 

Key thought:walk in the truth or love in the truth  

Character of the Book 

General epistle. Emphasis on the combination of 
truth with love. The only book of the five that John 
wrote that contains the word “mercy.” 

This is the shortest book in the Bible.  

Symmetry - introduction, body and conclusion 

Theme - do not entertain false teachers. 

Identity of Readers -  to a “lady” and her children 
who offered hospitality to itinerant ministers in 
Ephesus. 

Outline 

Verses 1 to 3, Greeting 

Verses 4 to 6, Implementing the truth 

Verses 7 to 11, Defending the truth 

Verses 12,13, Conclusion 

2 John 1:1 

THE ELDER, To the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in truth, and not only 
I, but also all those who have known the 
truth 

THE ELDER, 

There are two main usages of the word “elder” in the 

New Testament:1) a person old in age (Acts 2:17) and 

2) someone who holds the office or rank of leadership 

in the local church (Acts 20:17, 18; Tim. 1:5,7).  The 

“elder” here is the apostle John who holds rank in the 

cause of Christ. 

Acts 20:17 “From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 
called for the elders of the church… 28 
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with His own 
blood.” 

1 Pet. 5:1 “The elders who are among you I 
exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that will be revealed…” 

Tim. 1:5 “For this reason I left you in Crete, that 
you should set in order the things that are 
lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I 
commanded you—  

6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one 
wife, having faithful children not accused of 
dissipation or insubordination.  

7 For a bishop [a bishop is an elder] must be 
blameless, as a steward of God, not self-
willed, not quick-tempered, not given to 
wine, not violent, not greedy for money,  

8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, 
sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled,  
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9 holding fast the faithful word as he has 
been taught, that he may be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those 
who contradict.” 

To the elect lady and her children, 

Some interpreters believe that the phrase “elect lady and 

her children” refers metaphorically to the local church 

in Ephesus and its constituents.  However, it is more 

natural or normal to take this phrase literally as a 

woman and her children.  John does not name this 

woman. 

The “elect lady” is a lady chosen of God.  This “elect 

lady” was probably a widow with children.  God 

chooses women to do His work. 

Apparently the “elect lady” exercised love at the 

expense of truth.  She showed hospitality to itinerate 

false teachers.  These people denied Jesus as the 

sovereign Son of God.  Genuine hospitality does not 

advance error.  Love should never violate truth; instead, 

genuine love upholds truth.  There is a close 

relationship between truth and love in the Scriptures. 

Principle: True biblical love is always bound by truth. 

Application: There is a close relationship between truth 

and love in the Word of God.  Truth is the motivation 

and context of genuine Christian love.  True love is 

bound by truth.  Pop psychology says that we love 

people regardless of what they believe.  It contends that 

we are to put aside what we believe.  Divergence and 

pluralism are the new standard of orientation to people.  

The principles of the Word never surrender truth for 

love.  Faithfulness to truth overshadows and governs 

true biblical love. 

2 Cor. 13:7, 8 “Now I pray to God that you do no 
evil, not that we should appear approved, 
but that you should do what is honorable, 
though we may seem disqualified. 

8 For we can do nothing against the truth, 
but for the truth.” 

Gal. 2:11-14, “Now when Peter had come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because 
he was to be blamed; 

12 for before certain men came from James, 
he would eat with the Gentiles; but when 
they came, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing those who were of the 
circumcision. 

13 And the rest of the Jews also played the 
hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas 
was carried away with their hypocrisy. 

14 But when I saw that they were not 
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 
I said to Peter before them all, ‘If you, being 
a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not 
as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to 
live as Jews?’” 

Everything we specifically know about God is through 

the truth of Scripture. 

John 8:31, 32,  “Then Jesus said to those Jews 
who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My 
word, you are My disciples indeed. 

32 “And you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.’” 

2 Tim. 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 

James 1:18 “Of His own will He brought us forth 
by the word of truth, that we might be a kind 
of firstfruits of His creatures.” 

whom I love in truth, 

“Love” here is not romantic love.  “Whom” is in 
the plural, making reference to both the “elect 
lady” and her “children.”  John loves these people 
“in truth.” 

John 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth.” 

The “I” is emphatic in the Greek.  It may be that 
the heretics did not love the church at Ephesus but 
merely preyed on them. 

“Truth” and “love” are the two major subjects of 2 
John.  Christian love is more than mere sentiment.  
It revolves around the structure of truth.  John 
loves the “elect lady” and her children in the 
sphere of truth. 

John loves people within the framework of the 
“truth.”  He reiterates the word “truth” five times 
in the first four verses.  “Truth” refers to the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith, so truth is the 
essential prerequisite for fellowship. 

Tim. 3:15 “All who are with me greet you. Greet 
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with 
you all. Amen.” 
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and not only I, but also all those who have 

known the truth 

Many others knowledgeable of the truth and 
operating in the sphere of truth also love the “elect 
lady” and her children.  We love the truth because 
we came to know Truth Himself. 

1 Tim. 2:4 “…who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

Principle: True Christian love revolves around the 
structure of truth. 

Application: Christians do not love each other 
because they are temporarily compatible or 
naturally drawn to each other, but because of the 
truth they share with each other.  Unbelievers can 
come to know the truth of Christianity in a casual 
sense, but not in a true and genuine sense. 

Biblical love is always conditioned by truth.  This 
love is more than mere sentiment.  It does not lean 
on the attractiveness of its object.  It rests on the 
Truth Himself, Jesus the Lord.  Christian love rests 
on Christian truth.  We cannot compromise truth 
and genuine love biblically.  Biblical truth and love 
closely interrelate.  They are inseparable traveling 
companions.  Genuine love cannot exist apart from 
Bible truth.  They can never be divorced. 

2 John 1:2 

Because of the truth which abides in us and 
will be with us forever. 

because of the truth 

Love comes from the truth of God’s Word.  
Biblical love goes far beyond sentiment and 
human sympathy.  Knowledge of the person and 
work of Christ cannot do anything else but affect 
the way we think of others. 

which abides in us 

The Word of God lives in and dwells in the 
believer. 

Deut. 6:6 “And these words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart.” 

Deut. 11:18 “Therefore you shall lay up these 
words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes.” 

John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 
and it shall be done for you.” 

1 John 2:14 “I have written to you, fathers,  
Because you have known Him who is from 
the beginning.  I have written to you, young 
men,  Because you are strong, and the word 
of God abides in you,  And you have 
overcome the wicked one.” 

Principle: God always predicates biblical love on 
truth. 

Application: Truth demands response.  We cannot 
help but love others if we genuinely understand 
the love of God for us in Christ.  Like begets like.  
Love begets love.  God is love and those who love 
Him love others.  Truth makes love possible.  
Truth binds Christians together in a special bond. 
2 John 1:2  because of the truth which abides in us 
and will be with us forever” 

and will be with us forever 

John now makes an assertion of promise.  Truth 
will be with us forever in consort with Christ’s 
promise.  The Bible will never go out of existence.  
No one can escape its truth. 

Mt 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
My words will by no means pass away.” 

1 Pet. 1:22-25, “Since you have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 
in sincere love of the brethren, love one 
another fervently with a pure heart, 

23 having been born again, not of corruptible 
seed but incorruptible, through the word of 
God which lives and abides forever, 

24 because  ‘All flesh is as grass,  And all the 
glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The 
grass withers,  And its flower falls away, 

25 But the word of the LORD endures 
forever.” Now this is the word which by the 
gospel was preached to you.’” 

Principle: The eternal Word of God can never be 
accommodated to current situations. 

Application: Popular thinking of our day says that 
it does not matter what we believe as long as we 
love others.  Difference of opinion does not matter.  
The primary value is the agreement to differ.  This 
is not biblical.  We must never accommodate truth 
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to the situation because truth is more valuable 
than the situation. 

Psalm 138:2  “I will worship toward Your holy 
temple,  And praise Your name  For Your 
lovingkindness and Your truth;  For You 
have magnified Your word above all Your 
name.” 

John 10:35 “If He called them gods, to whom the 
word of God came (and the Scripture cannot 
be broken)…” 

God’s primary instrument for speaking to us is His 
Word.  The Bible will safeguard us against 
fanaticism and heresy.  God furthers His purpose 
in our lives through His Word.  Maximum 
application of God’s Word to experience brings us 
to the point of maturity.  God’s Word will change 
our attitude toward people and our outlook on 
life.  We will love more and care more. 

Acts 20:32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to 
God and to the word of His grace, which is 
able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified.” 

1 Thess. 2:13 “For this reason we also thank God 
without ceasing, because when you received 
the word of God which you heard from us, 
you welcomed it not as the word of men, but 
as it is in truth, the word of God, which also 
effectively works in you who believe.” 

2 Tim. 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 

We can determine the measure of our spiritual 
growth by our attitude toward the Bible.  We will 
grow in admiration of the meticulous accuracy of 
the Bible as a book without discrepancy, error or 
mistakes.  God makes no mistakes in His Word.  
All agnostics, atheists and detractors of the Bible 
will be long gone before the Bible goes out of 
existence.  The Bible will march on into eternity.  It 
is the one book that tells how everything will turn 
out. 

1 Cor. 2:13 “These things we also speak, not in 
words which man’s wisdom teaches but 
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual.” 

2 Tim. 3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.” 2 John 3 “Grace, mercy, and 
peace will be with you from God the Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the Father, in truth and love.” 

2 John 1:3 

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you 
from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and 
love.” 

Verse three is the salutation to 2 John.  A 
salutation is not a prayer but a confident 
declaration.  God continues His word of assurance 
in verse 2 with this verse.  Where truth and love 
prevail, grace, mercy and peace predominate. 

Grace, 

“Grace” is all that God is free to do for us because 
of Christ.  Grace places emphasis on the work of 
God and not on our work.  God extends His grace 
to us without merit on our part. 

Principle: God’s grace is all the resources He is 
able to give the believer freely. 

Application: We never outgrow our need for 
God’s grace, mercy and peace.  We cannot operate 
our Christian lives effectively without these 
graces.  We could no more do that than we could 
exist without food and water. 

God’s grace enables believers to give grace to 
others.  It is not normally our nature to give.  We 
are naturally born selfish.  Jesus was grace 
personified.  Grace is something given, not earned.  
We cannot curry brownie points with God.  God 
donates His grace on a gratis basis. 

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth…. 16 And of 
His fullness we have all received, and grace 
for grace.” 

Rom. 12:3 “For I say, through the grace given to 
me, to everyone who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought 
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to think, but to think soberly, as God has 
dealt to each one a measure of faith.” 

1 Cor. 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than 
they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me.” 

2 Cor. 12:9 “And He said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.’  Therefore most gladly 
I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

James 4:6 “But He gives more grace. Therefore 
He says: ‘God resists the proud,  But gives 
grace to the humble.’” 

1 Pet. 5:10 “But may the God of all grace, who 
called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered a while, perfect, 
establish, strengthen, and settle you.” 

God corners the market on grace.  He allows for no 
middlemen, no wholesaler or retailer.  He gives it 
directly and without strings.  He allows no black 
market on grace. 

Heb. 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.” 

God gives His sustaining grace to enable us to 
maintain our spiritual equilibrium.  When 
something upsets us, we display our old nature.  
We display this nature when we do not draw on 
God’s grace but rely on our own resources.  We 
discover that we are not nearly as spiritual as we 
thought we were. 

mercy, 

Grace precedes mercy.  “Mercy” is God’s 
compassion toward us.  God freely pardons 
violation of His character.  Mercy assumes need on 
the part of the subject. 

Lam. 3:22, 23,  “Through the LORD’s mercies we 
are not consumed,  Because His compassions 
fail not. 

23  They are new every morning;  Great is 
Your faithfulness.” 

Principle: Mercy freely flows out of God’s grace. 

Application: Mercy is akin to grace but it is not 
identical to grace.  Mercy flows from God’s grace.  

The reason God can be merciful toward us is 
because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. 

Sometimes parents cannot do anything for their 
children.  All they can do is “pity” them--show 
compassion to them.  There are times when we 
cannot nurse them or put a bandage on them. 

2 Sam. 24:14 “And David said to Gad, ‘I am in 
great distress. Please let us fall into the hand 
of the LORD, for His mercies are great; but 
do not let me fall into the hand of man.’” 

Psalm 23:6 “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me  All the days of my life;  And I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD  
Forever.” 

Psalm 85:10 “Mercy and truth have met together;  
Righteousness and peace have kissed.” 

Psalm 103:8 “The LORD is merciful and 
gracious,  Slow to anger, and abounding in 
mercy.” 

Rom. 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service.” 

2 Cor. 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort…” 

Eph, 2:4 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because 
of His great love with which He loved us…” 

We need God’s mercy every day.  We must come 
to the throne of grace to confess sins daily. 

and peace 

“Peace” is the internal tranquility that God gives 
to those who fellowship with Him.  Peace brings 
harmony to the soul.  There is no mercy until first 
God extends His grace.  There is no peace until 
first God extends His mercy.  Peace always follows 
grace and mercy. 

will be with you 

It is the believer’s birthright to daily live in God’s 
grace, mercy and peace.  These three spiritual 
commodities are available to us at any moment  in 
which we choose to draw upon them. 

Principle: Peace flows from God’s grace and 
mercy. 

Application: Every Christian has peace with God 
(Rom. 5:1).  Jesus resolved that issue once and for 
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all.  He settled that issue at the cross.  However, 
not every Christian has the peace “of God” (Phil. 
4:6-7). 

Non-Christians try to find peace by drowning 
their heartaches in booze or drugs.  They hate their 
lives.  They can’t wait until they can drown their 
sorrows.  That is sublimation and escapism.  They 
will never find peace in sublimation.  Neither will 
Christians find peace in sublimation.  They must 
come to grips with their problems and turn them 
over to the Lord. 

What is eating you?  Who is giving your grief?  
What is your problem?  Do you know that God is 
tapping His foot waiting for you come to Him?  
Peace comes to us when we trust in Him. 

Isa. 26:3 “You will keep him in perfect peace,  
Whose mind is stayed on You,  Because he 
trusts in You.” 

John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I 
give to you; not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” 

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

Rom. 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

1 Thess. 5:23 “Now may the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you completely; and may 
your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
preserved blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

God is the God of peace. 

Rom. 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you 
all. Amen.” 

Rom. 16:20 “And the God of peace will crush 
Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 

Phil. 4:9 “The things which you learned and 
received and heard and saw in me, these do, 
and the God of peace will be with you.” 

Heb. 13:20 “Now may the God of peace who 
brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 
make you complete in every good work to do 
His will, working in you what is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

Peace comes when we allow the Holy Spirit to fill 
us. 

Gal. 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness…” 

Col. 3:15 “And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which also you were called in one 
body; and be thankful.” 

from God the Father 

John assures his readers of the source of their 
grace, mercy and peace.  Note the two occurrences 
of the word “from.”  We do not get the three 
spiritual commodities of grace, mercy and peace 
from the natural world.  They do not originate 
down here.  The Father is one of two 
fountainheads of grace, mercy and peace. 

The New Testament regularly uses the formula 
“God the Father.”  There is no confusion on this 
issue.  God is the Creator of everyone but the 
Father of few. 

Matt. 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven.” 

John 1:12, 13, “But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name: 

13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.” 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ, 

The two givers (the Father and the Son) are equal 
givers – “from” (immediate personal source). 

the Son of the Father, 

This unique statement is the only occurrence of the 
phrase “the Son of the Father” in the New 
Testament.  John designates this title here to put 
stress on the Incarnation of Christ.  The Father and 
Son are coeternal and coequal.  There never was 
nor ever will be anyone like God the Son. 
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Principle: God is the only source of grace, mercy 
and peace. 

Application: We do not get grace, mercy and 
peace in college or university.  Professors there 
know nothing about these things.  The tools they 
chose for arriving at truth will not allow them to 
discover these wonderful spiritual commodities.  
The only source of these spiritual commodities is 
found in God. \ 

in truth and love 

We experience grace, mercy and peace in the 
sphere of truth and love.  Truth and love are the 
conditions for grace, mercy and peace.  The 
Christian walk rests on truth and is demonstrated 
in love. 

Truth makes love discerning so love never 
undermines truth.  Love moderates truth so that 
truth does not show itself in harshness.  
Fellowship always revolves around both truth and 
love.  Truth is the sphere of principle and love is 
the sphere of attitude and action.  Truth makes 
genuine love viable. 

Principle: God always conditions love by truth. 

Application: We can emphasize love at the 
expense of truth and we can emphasize truth at 
the expense of love.  Love must always be 
predicated on truth.  Giving material aid without 
the context of truth is not a Christian act.  
Propagation of error in the name of love is not 
truth!  That is simply sentimentality. 

In an attempt to unite religions into an ecumenical 
movement, some religionists try to reduce the 
things they believe to almost zero.  They cannot 
tolerate truth.  The Bible repudiates such ideas. 

Eph. 4:15 “…but, speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up in all things into Him who is the 
head—Christ…” 

Jesus is truth personified.  He is the love of God 
wrapped up as one incredible gift of God. 

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.’” 

Eph. 4:20 “But you have not so learned Christ, 21 
if indeed you have heard Him and have been 
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus…” 

Jesus is also the personification of love. 

2 Cor. 9:15 “Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!” 

1 Tim. 1:5 “Now the purpose of the 
commandment is love from a pure heart, 
from a good conscience, and from sincere 
faith…” 

2 Tim. 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 

2 John 1:4 

I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of 
your children walking in truth, as we 
received commandment from the Father.” 

I rejoiced greatly 

John’s joy comes from the fact that the woman’s 
children, to whom he wrote 2nd John, walked in 
the truth. 

that I have found some of your children 

False teachers made inroads into the Christian 
community but some believers walked according 
to the truth of God’s revelation, His Word.  Second 
generation Christians often wane from the faithful 
passion of their parents. 

Ephesus was a great center for learning.  It was the 
seat of philosophy, science and medicine.  Some 
children of Christian parents may have fallen from 
the faith because of this schooling.  Others came to 
Ephesus for business because it was a prosperous 
seaport.  There was active nightlife, and crime was 
rampant throughout the city.  Pagan religions 
dominated the landscape.  There were many 
reasons why some children fell from the faith in 
Ephesus. 

Principle: Children, even in their adulthood, 
generally do not rise above the level of their 
parents spiritually. 

Application: Parental responsibility goes beyond 
intellectual, social and physical care of children.  
Children need moral and spiritual direction.  It is 
no excuse to say that my children do not like 
church or the youth group.  God commands 
parents to guide their children responsibly while 
they are under their care.  Children may not like 
the fact that you require them to come home at a 
reasonable hour but you make that standard 
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anyway.  They may not want to go to school but 
you send them anyway. 

You say, “If I place high standards for my 
children, they may rebel against me.”  That is a 
possibility but there is a much greater possibility 
that if you do not provide high standards for them 
they will rebel against you and the Lord. 

Prov. 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should 
go,  And when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” 

We can claim the promise that “he will not depart 
from it.”  That means that if we inculcate Christian 
values in our children, those values will never 
leave them.  All of the excursions in the world will 
not eradicate that training.  They may rebel against 
the Lord but they will always carry Christian 
values with them. 

You may ask, “Where did I make my mistake with 
my children?  Why did they go astray?”  In some 
cases, there may be no answers to that question.  
In other cases, there are.  Some parents set the 
values of their children by living out their own 
values.  If their primary value is acquiring 
possessions, their children will pick that up.  If the 
Lord is second, then their children will put God to 
be second or third in their lives. 

Your daughter will be just like you, mother.  Your 
son will be just like you, father.  They will hold the 
same attitudes as you do toward the Bible, toward 
God, toward values in life.  They will talk like you 
and they will walk like you.  If you become 
inebriated, they will become drunkards as well.  If 
you don’t read the Bible and apply it to your life, 
they will not do so, either. 

Water seldom rises higher than its source.  There 
are exceptions to this but we are presenting the 
general pattern here. 

It breaks the hearts of some parents to find that 
their children no longer walk in the truth.  The 
Lord is secondary and trivialized in their lives. 

walking in truth, 

Fidelity to truth is a core Christian value.  John 
discovered on his travels that the lady’s children 
of 2nd John lived out their Christianity.  They 
went on with the Lord.  Nothing delights the 
hearts of parents more than to know that their 
children walk with the Lord. 

Walking is a figure of speech for living.  Walking 
in the truth is living in the truth.  Walking in the 
truth is more than have obtaining a corpus of 
doctrine.  Christianity is more than an intellectual 
exercise.  It should be something that shapes our 
attitudes and behavior.  Truth is to shape total 
conduct by internalizing its principles. 

1 John 1:6, 7, “If we say that we have fellowship 
with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 
do not practice the truth. 

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” 

Rom. 10:2,3, “For I bear them witness that they 
have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge.  

3 For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted to 
the righteousness of God.” 

Principle: Fidelity to truth is a core Christian 
value. 

Application: The Word of God directs and molds 
our values and attitudes toward life.  If we apply 
the Word to our experience daily, it will change us 
and make us more like the Lord Jesus.  God gives 
us divine life that He might mold us into the 
image of Christ.  God will reproduce the life of 
Christ in us. 

Gal. 1:15 “But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother’s womb and 
called me through His grace, 16 to reveal His 
Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 
with flesh and blood…” 

Gal. 4:19 “My little children, for whom I labor in 
birth again until Christ is formed in you…” 

The Word of God will also cast light on the dark 
places where God calls us to walk. 

2 Cor. 4:2 “But we have renounced the hidden 
things of shame, not walking in craftiness 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully, 
but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God.” 
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as we received commandment from the Father 

Faithfulness to God’s commandment is the 
foundation of true Christian living.  The lady’s 
children of 2nd John made a close correspondence 
between how they lived their lives and God’s 
commandment or His Word. 

True Christianity cannot separate truth, love and 
application of truth to experience.  Love without 
truth is mere sentiment.  Application of truth to 
experience without love is simply ceremony.  
Truth must always direct our love. 

Gal. 2:5 “…to whom we did not yield submission 
even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel 
might continue with you.” 

Gal. 3:1, O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you that you should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed among you as crucified?” 

Gal. 5:7 “You ran well. Who hindered you from 
obeying the truth?” 

Eph. 6:14 “Stand therefore, having girded your 
waist with truth, having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness…” 

2 Thess. 2:10 “…and with all unrighteous 
deception among those who perish, because 
they did not receive the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved.” 

2 Tim. 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 

1 Pet. 1:22 “Since you have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another 
fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been 
born again, not of corruptible seed but 
incorruptible, through the word of God 
which lives and abides forever…” 

Principle: Faithfulness to God’s Word is the 
foundation of Christian living. 

Application: Love without application of truth to 
experience is mere sentiment.  It is deficient of 
reality.  Service without love is servility.  True 
Christianity harmonizes doctrinal orientation to 
truth and living truth out in experience. 

Continuance is proof of conversion.  The evidence 
of divine life is when people live out what they 
believe. 

John 8:31, 32 “Then Jesus said to those Jews who 
believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed. 

32 ‘And you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.’” 

John 15:9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have 
loved you; abide in My love.” 

Col. 1:23 “…if indeed you continue in the faith, 
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel which you 
heard, which was preached to every creature 
under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 
minister.” 

1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us; but they 
went out that they might be made manifest, 
that none of them were of us.” 

There is a point when children are too old for 
parents to do anything about their lifestyles.  All 
they can do then is to hold them up before the 
Lord.  

2 John 1:5 

And now I plead with you, lady, not as 
though I wrote a new commandment to you, 
but that which we have had from the 
beginning:that we love one another. 

The thrust of John’s argument is that Christians 
should be wary with their hospitality.  False 
teachers were roaming the territory, and people 
committed to truth should not give hospitality to 
them.  Before he sounds a warning about this, he 
challenges Christians to practice divine love. 

John reasons in a circle in verses 5 and 6.  
Application of truth to experience results in love 
toward other Christians (v. 5).  Love also lives 
according to God’s principles (v. 6).  God tightly 
weaves together love with living according to the 
principles of His Word. 

And now 

With the word “now,” John turns to the main 
thrust of the letter – the relationship between truth 
and love.  The church in Ephesus stood in peril of 
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false teaching, and love without truth puts the 
church in danger. 

I plead with you, lady, 

“Plead” is more authoritative than “beseech.”  It is 
directly personal and not an exhortation.  It is a 
request among equals.  John requests that this 
influential lady manifests genuine biblical love, 
not phony or sentimental love toward the false 
teachers. 

not as though I wrote a new commandment to 

you, 

The content of the “new commandment” is to 
“love one another.”  This is not a “new” 
commandment in that it did not originate with the 
apostle John.  It originated with the Lord Jesus 

Matt. 22:37-40, “Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

38 ‘This is the first and great commandment. 

39 ‘And the second is like it:‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 

40 “On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets.’” 

John 13:34, 35, “A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. 

35 “By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Rom. 13:10 “Love does no harm to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” 

1 John 2:7 “Brethren, I write no new 
commandment to you, but an old 
commandment which you have had from the 
beginning. The old commandment is the 
word which you heard from the beginning.” 

but that which we have had from the 

beginning: 

John identifies himself with the lady and her 
children by “we have had.” The commandment 
they had was from the beginning of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. 

that we love one another 

The words “one another” indicate reciprocity.  
True believers reciprocate love shown to them by 
fellow Christians. 

1 John 3:11 “For this is the message that you 
heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another…” 

John exhorts his readers no less than ten times in 
his writings to love each other.  He places great 
emphasis on this subject because of its importance 
to the integrity of Christianity. 

Principle: We measure the integrity of our 
Christianity by our love for one another. 

Application: It appears that we are very slow to 
learn how to love one another.  It seems that if we 
do disagree, then we cannot agree on the spirit in 
which to disagree.  True love seeks a way to be 
constructive in a negative situation.  This love does 
not seek to possess or control the other person. 

The most difficult thing God calls upon believers 
to do is to love one another.  We can trace most 
relationship problems among Christians to lack of 
love.  Some of us do truly love but we do not 
know how to show it.  Some men love their wives 
but do not know how to declare it.  It is always 
crucial for lovers to express their love and 
demonstrate their love.  We violate biblical love if 
we take it for granted.  “Well, she knows that I 
love her.”  If that is so, then tell her how.  Does she 
have to guess that you love her? 

John 15:17 “These things I command you, that 
you love one another.” 

1 Cor. 13:1 “Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, but have not love, I have 
become sounding brass or a clanging 
cymbal.” 

1 Pet. 4:8 “And above all things have fervent love 
for one another, for ‘love will cover a 
multitude of sins.’” 

Love presents the patent test of the genuineness of 
belief.  Love is hard to counterfeit.  We can tell 
whether our belief is genuine by the nature of our 
love. 

True love does not lie beyond the sphere of action.  
Love as an emotion or sentiment has no 
accountability.  Faith applies truth to experience.  
It is a response to the grace of God in Christ.  Love 
does not come by a resolve to obey God but from 
trust in Him and acting on that trust.  
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2 John 1:6 

This is love, that we walk according to His 
commandments. This is the commandment, 
that as you have heard from the beginning, 
you should walk in it. 

The blessed circular logic of verses 5 and 6 shows 
how vitally tied together are love and the 
application of truth to experience: 

Applying God’s principle to experience produces 
love (v. 5) 

Love in turn produces application of truth to 
experience (v. 6a) 

Application of God’s Word to experience produces 
love (v. 6b) 

This is love, 

To allay any doubt about the nature of Christian 
love, John declares that love is in essence applying 
God’s Word to experience.  Love consists in 
appropriating God’s Word to experience.  Love 
finds its manifestation in responding to God’s will. 

1 John 5:2,3  “By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and 
keep His commandments. 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome.” 

that we walk according to His commandments. 

We love other Christians the best when we do 
God’s will.  John interprets love and application of 
truth to experience in terms of their reciprocal 
relationship between each other. 

John 14:15, 21 “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments… 

21 “He who has My commandments and 
keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he 
who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I will love him and manifest Myself to 
him.” 

John 15:10-12, “If you keep My commandments, 
you will abide in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in 
His love. 

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that 
My joy may remain in you, and that your joy 
may be full. 

12 “This is My commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.” 

Principle: Incomplete response to God’s will 
derives from incomplete love for God. 

Application: Love outside the standards of God’s 
will and Word can sink into sentimentality.  A 
believer who truly loves walks “in the truth” (v. 4).  
Conformity to truth is proof that we love the Lord. 

Joshua 1:8, “This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate in it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that is written 
in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good 
success.” 

John 13:17, “If you know these things, blessed 
are you if you do them.” 

James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

Don’t believe in love at first sight – at least take a 
second glance!  Shakespeare said, “Love reasons 
without reason.”  That is the opposite of what God 
says.  God says that love always contains content. 

Love makes obedience light.  Divine love on the 
part of the believer bestows benefit on the object of 
his redemption – the Lord Jesus.  Keeping God’s 
will out of a sense of duty and with little love for 
God is not true love.  True love is response to God 
from the heart. This is the commandment, 

God’s command is a statement of His will.  Love 
for other Christians is doing the will of God.  All of 
God’s commands issue out of love and actions that 
manifest love.  We see love for each other in 
applying truth to experience.  God’s truth opens 
up the nature of true love. 

that as you have heard from the beginning, 

God gives the content of love by revelation.  He 
states the nature of love in propositions in His 
Word; therefore, love is more than sentimental 
relationship. 

Principle: Love is more than sentiment for it also 
involves content. 

Application: Man cannot artificially produce 
divine love by keeping the law.  This is not true 
love for God.  Self-justification is not love.  A truly 
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regenerate person loves God and seeks to please 
Him. 

Facts that are not frankly faced have a way of 
stabbing us in the back. 

It is twice as hard to crush a half-truth as a whole 
lie. 

Truth is what God says about a thing. 

Beware of half-truths; you may get hold of the 
wrong half. 

Nothing is more harmful to a new truth than an 
old error. 

All of God’s principles have intrinsic value since 
they come from an absolute being.  Any violation 
of them constitutes sin. you should walk in it 

A command cannot generate love but love can be 
commanded.  Love manifests itself in responding 
to God’s will.  Love for God is equal to keeping 
His commandments (John 14:15,31; 15:10,14). By 
the phrase, “walk in it,” John is saying in effect, 
“Put into practice your love for God, and don’t 
reinterpret God’s Word for sentimental reasons.  
Don’t yield to false teachers simply because they 
need a place to eat and sleep.” 

Rom. 13:8-10, “Owe no one anything except to 
love one another, for he who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 

9 For the commandments, ‘You shall not 
commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ 
‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false 
witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is 
any other commandment, are all summed up 
in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 

10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” 

Principle: Spirituality is more than dull and dead 
orthodoxy; it is vital response to God’s will. 

Application: Walking in the truth can be as dry as 
last year’s bird nest.  Orthodoxy without 
“orthopraxy” can be dry as dust.  Many churches 
are like this today.  They do not experience truth; 
they just assert truth.  They are sound in doctrine 
but sound asleep in vitality. 

Pharisees of 2000 years ago believed their Bible 
but they were dead to a vital walk with God.  
Walking in the truth is more than believing the 

truth.  It is practicing the truth.  This involves 
loving one another.  

2 John 1:7 

For many deceivers have gone out into the 
world who do not confess Jesus Christ as 
coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. 

John now moves to the occasion for his writing of 
2nd John – safeguard of truth.  This is a challenge 
to resist false teachers.  Verse seven is the reason 
for the challenge in verse six.  It is a warning not to 
propagate error by hosting false teachers and 
thereby giving them credibility.  Love requires a 
condition to its integrity -- the truth of God’s 
Word. 

John gives 3 warnings: 

Warning against many deceivers abroad, v 7. 

Warning against receiving a half-reward, v 8. 

Warning against apostates who reject the deity of 
Christ, vv 9-11. 

For many deceivers have gone out into the 

world 

There were few suitable motels in the first century 
so traveling teachers stayed in homes of the 
locality where they ministered.  Many of these 
teachers were imposters.  Some of them taught 
Gnosticism which held that, since matter is evil, 
God could not dwell in human flesh. 

The presence of false teachers proves damaging to 
the exercise of mutual love because their teaching 
negates the essence of Christianity, the 
incarnation.  The false teacher, Cerinthus, preyed 
not on pagans but on true Christians. 

who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in 

the flesh. 

The essential error rampant in John’s day related 
to the doctrine of Christ.  They denied that He 
came in the flesh (1 John 5:1).  They could not 
conceive of the fact that Jesus was both truly God 
and perfect man.  All of Christianity revolves 
around this doctrine. 

1 John 4:2,3  “By this you know the Spirit of 
God:Every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 



2 John 17 
 

 

 

3 and every spirit that does not confess that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 
God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, 
which you have heard was coming, and is 
now already in the world.” 

Principle: There is a need for great discrimination 
in the present-day culture of non-discrimination. 

Application: We live in a day when almost no one 
wants to exercise spiritual discrimination because 
we live in a culture that neutralizes truth.  No one 
wants to be dogmatic or claim anything definitely.  
David Wells, in his book No Place for Truth, 
comes to the conclusion that evangelical Christians 
of our day have arrived at the point where there is 
no place for truth.  He chronicles doctrinal death 
among evangelicals.  He says that this cliché 
culture has taken a dreadful toll on the human 
spirit, emptying it of “meaning, depth and 
morality.” 

Churches today refashion their faith increasingly 
on therapies centered on self.  They have lost the 
truth that stands outside human experience.  
Instead of standing apart from the blandishments 
of the world, they are absorbed into it. 

We have to be accurate in the truth of God.  If a 
chemist is not exact in his measurements, he may 
blow the lab into pieces.  We live in a day when 
anything is good enough when it comes to truth.  
Anything is not good enough and almost is not 
close enough.  Two plus two never equals five.  
There is no place for sloppiness in expounding the 
truth of the Word of God. 

This is a deceiver 

John now stamps the person who denies the 
incarnation as a “deceiver” and “an antichrist.” 

John does not mean here that the deceivers of his 
day were “the” Antichrist of the Tribulation. 

A “deceiver” is a religious seducer who leads 
others astray (1 Tim. 4.1).  A deceiver is an 
imposter, a faker, who misleads people 
doctrinally. 

and an antichrist 

An “antichrist” is someone opposed to Christ.  He 
may usurp the role of Christ (1 John 2:18).  The 
word “antichrist” occurs only five times in the 
Bible and all five are in John’s writings (1 John 2:18 
[2 times], 22; 4:3). 

Principle: Many fakers surreptitiously sneak into 
the local church with their false doctrine. 

Application: The world today is filled with 
phonies and fakers.  Many of them are in the local 
church.  They sneak in surreptitiously.  They do 
not want people to know what they truly believe. 

2 Pet. 2:1 “But there were also false prophets 
among the people, even as there will be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly bring 
in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Lord who bought them, and bring on 
themselves swift destruction.” 

Jude 4 “For certain men have crept in unnoticed, 
who long ago were marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the 
grace of our God into lewdness and deny the 
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

If a person is wrong about Jesus Christ, he is 
wrong about everything from God’s viewpoint.  
The person and work of Jesus Christ is the 
standard for measuring everything that matters to 
God.  We can detect false teachers by their 
thinking about Christ. 

Matt. 22:41,42  “While the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them, 

42 saying, ‘What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose Son is He?’” 

Antichristian teaching essentially is that teaching 
which repudiates the deity of Christ and His true 
humanity.  If we do not honor the Son, we do not 
honor the Father. 

John 5:23,“…that all should honor the Son just as 
they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who 
sent Him.”  

2 John 1:8 

Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those 
things we worked for, but that we may 
receive a full reward. 

Verse 8 contains John’s second warning.  This is a 
warning about rewards. 

Look to yourselves, 

This is an exhortation to the “elect lady” and her 
children.  “Look” is in the present tense indicating 
that we are to be continuously on our guard 
against false doctrine.  No believer who wishes to 
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stay on his spiritual toes wants to be tainted to the 
slightest degree with false teaching.  This is 
especially true in widespread defection from the 
faith.  It is easy to get caught up in the crowd. 

Matt, 24:4 “And Jesus answered and said to 
them:‘Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 
‘For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 
am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.’” 

The verb “look” means to have spiritual 
perception and carries a more intent, earnest 
seeing or contemplation – take heed.  Believers 
need to watch out for spiritual disaster.  They are 
not to be blind to spiritual deception. 

that we do not lose those things we worked 

for, 

Compromise with false teaching leads to loss of 
reward.  Loss of salvation is not in view here, but 
loss of reward. 

Principle: The existence of error demands self-
examination. 

Application: There is an issue in which each 
Christian should be duly concerned about himself 
– the area of false doctrine.  Participation in false 
teaching negates reward in heaven.  Any 
departure from the faith results in regrettable loss 
of reward.  Christians need to place themselves 
under continuous guard against this.  If we do, we 
will protect our spiritual gains here on earth. 

Any true Christian who gets involved with a cult 
will lose his reward.  He will not lose his salvation 
but his reward.  He did not work for His salvation, 
so he cannot lose it.  He did not work for it in the 
first place so he cannot lose it in the second place.  
However, since he did give effort for his reward, 
he can lose reward.  Anything he deserves, he can 
lose.  He will throw away all his service for the 
Lord.  Everything from that moment on is wood, 
hay and stubble. 

We Christians cannot afford to relax our vigilance 
against false teaching.  If we do, we may lose 
reward.  Our eternal life is eternally secure but our 
reward is not.  We want our fruit to last eternally. 

Col. 2:18 “Let no one cheat you of your reward, 
taking delight in false humility and worship 
of angels, intruding into those things which 
he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his 
fleshly mind…” 

There are many religious “sweet talkers” out 
there.  They will seduce you if they can.  They will 
beguile you, hoodwink you, bamboozle you and 
fool you.  If you cave into them, you will lose your 
reward over there. 

2 Cor. 13:5 “Examine yourselves as to whether 
you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you 
not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. 6 
But I trust that you will know that we are not 
disqualified.” 

1 Tim. 4:16 “Take heed to yourself and to the 
doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this 
you will save both yourself and those who 
hear you.” 

Rev. 3:11 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold 
fast what you have, that no one may take 
your crown.” 

The “lady” and her children will lose their reward 
for faithful missionary service if they fall for the 
false teachers.  If they allow false teachers to 
proselytize their community of believers, they will 
lose those for whom they labor. 

“Reward” is the term for a day laborer’s wage.  
People who work for a living should receive due 
wages for their labor. 

Matt. 5:12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

1 Cor. 3:8 “Now he who plants and he who 
waters are one, and each one will receive his 
own reward according to his own labor.” 

Generally God rewards hospitality (Mt 10:41; 
25:40) but not in this case.  If a Christian does not 
discriminate between truth and error, she will lose 
her reward.  This loss of reward would only be 
partial.  She would still receive some reward (1 
Cor. 3:11-15). 

Col. 2:18,19, “Let no one cheat you of your 
reward, taking delight in false humility and 
worship of angels, intruding into those 
things which he has not seen, vainly puffed 
up by his fleshly mind,  

19 and not holding fast to the Head, from 
whom all the body, nourished and knit 
together by joints and ligaments, grows with 
the increase that is from God.” 
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Col. 3:23-25, “And whatever you do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you 
serve the Lord Christ. 

25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for 
what he has done, and there is no partiality.” 

Principle: Christians should aim for a “full 
reward” in heaven. 

Application: Even if Christians lose some reward 
they will not lose all reward.  God does not forget 
our labor of love (He 6:10).  If there is anything 
coming to us, we should get it all.  We should get a 
“full reward.” 

It is quite clear that some will not receive full 
reward.  Work and effort for Christ can be lost.  Do 
not let anyone cheat you out of your reward.  Do 
not let some fast-talking, religious salesman cheat 
you out of your reward. 

Matt. 5:11,12 “Blessed are you when they revile 
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake. 

12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

Matt. 6:6, “But you, when you pray, go into your 
room, and when you have shut your door, 
pray to your Father who is in the secret place; 
and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you openly.” 

Matt. 6:16-18, “Moreover, when you fast, do not 
be like the hypocrites, with a sad 
countenance. For they disfigure their faces 
that they may appear to men to be fasting. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. 

17 “But you, when you fast, anoint your head 
and wash your face, 

18 “so that you do not appear to men to be 
fasting, but to your Father who is in the 
secret place; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly.” 

Rom. 14:12 “So then each of us shall give account 
of himself to God.” 

1 Cor. 3:8-15,“Now he who plants and he who 
waters are one, and each one will receive his 
own reward according to his own labor. 

9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are 
God’s field, you are God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God which was 
given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another builds on it. 
But let each one take heed how he builds on 
it. 

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the 
Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. 

14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. 

15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.” 

1 Cor. 4:5 “Therefore judge nothing before the 
time, until the Lord comes, who will both 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness 
and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then 
each one’s praise will come from God.” 

2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad.” 

Rev. 22:12, 13, “And behold, I am coming 
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 
to every one according to his work. 

13 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End, the First and the 
Last.” 

We have a short time down here to be effective; 
then God will usher us into His presence.  Will 
there be any crown on our head there?  Will there 
be any reward, any fruit?  Will you have little to 
present to the Master?  You will stand there alone.  
You will be accountable for the life that God gave 
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you.  He will search your hearts and give a reward 
for what is done for His glory. 

God always rewards justly.  He will not give us an 
A when we deserve a B.  Some of us deserve a D.  
If so, God will not give us a C.  Rewards are not 
given; they are deserved.  God always rewards us 
according to absolute fairness. 

2 John 1:9 

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He 
who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both 
the Father and the Son. 

John now demonstrates the gravity of defecting to 
the false teachers (cf. verse 8).  Christian courtesy 
and hospitality do not extend to false teachers.  It 
is a grave issue to tamper with false teachers. 

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 

the doctrine of Christ does not have God. 

The word “transgresses” should be translated 
“goes onward.”  This is a sarcastic allusion to 
Gnostic false teachers who were trying to bring the 
church into their fold.  These false teachers 
thought that their teaching went beyond the 
traditional view of Christ. 

The transgressor here is a Christian who defects 
from the pure doctrine of Christ to a supposedly 
higher view of truth.  Gnostics claimed to be 
advanced thinkers for the enlightened, but John 
warns against teaching that does not stay within 
the structure of apostolic teaching. 

He who abides in the doctrine of Christ 

The term “abides” indicates that John speaks of 
vital belief in the truth.  “Abides” indicates that 
this person is a Christian.  Note that in the 
previous verse John warns against loss of reward 
(v. 8). 

True belief always revolves around a proper view 
of Christ.  Dead orthodoxy cannot produce vital 
fellowship with God.  It is one thing for the truth 
to abide in the believer and it is another for the 
believer to remain in the truth. 

1 John 2:22,23, “Who is a liar but he who denies 
that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who 
denies the Father and the Son. 

23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the 
Father either; he who acknowledges the Son 
has the Father also.” 

has both the Father and the Son 

If we confess the Son, we possess the Father.  If we 
deny the Son, we renounce the Father.  We cannot 
deny Christ and believe in the Father at the same 
time.  That is why non-Christian religions cannot 
be true.  It is not true that there are many roads to 
heaven, for either Jesus is who He claimed to be or 
He is a faker.  To advance beyond Christ is to 
reject Christ. 

Those who embrace Jesus Christ embrace the 
Father as well.  They have dynamic relationship to 
both. 

John 14:21-24, “He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And 
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I will love him and manifest Myself to 
him.”  

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, 
how is it that You will manifest Yourself to 
us, and not to the world?’  

23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If 
anyone Sloves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him.  

24 “He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and the word which you hear is 
not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.” 

The argument here is not that mere orthodoxy 
leads to dynamic fellowship but that genuine 
fellowship issues from right doctrine. 

Principle: Those who go beyond the bounds of 
Scripture are not of God. 

Application: Whenever some teacher comes along 
and professes some special new revelation, be 
wary of him for is a faker.  Groups that claim that 
the Bible is not fully sufficient to tell us all that we 
know about God are in error.  The test of truth is 
always the Word of God and the person of Christ. 

The exhortation to deal definitely with false 
teachers appears strange in a day when 
compromise, accommodation and doctrinal 
confusion reign supreme.  Much of truth today is 
watered down, diluted and adulterated. 
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2 John 1:10 

If anyone comes to you and does not bring 
this doctrine, do not receive him into your 
house nor greet him… 

We come now to the second warning – intolerance 
for the access of antichrists to the local 
congregation. 

If anyone comes to you 

Traveling teachers depended on local people for 
lodging and finances (Acts 18:2-3; 21:7; 3 John 5-8).  
The “if” indicates the reality of the attendance of 
false teachers in the church at Ephesus. 

and does not bring this doctrine, 

“This doctrine” is the doctrine of the incarnate 
Christ.  False teachers who denied the incarnation 
did visit the elect lady’s congregation.  Their 
purpose was to spread Gnostic doctrine. 

For the third time, John uses the word “doctrine.”  
It is impossible to be a Christian without doctrine.  
We have to know Whom we believe, what we 
believe and why we believe it.  If a person is 
wrong about Christ, he is wrong about everything 
in Christianity.  Jesus Christ is the substructure for 
everything in the Bible. 

Principle: There is no latitude for difference in the 
doctrine of the incarnation. 

Application: There are doctrines in the Bible that 
leave room for honest difference of opinion among 
evangelicals; however, there is no latitude in the 
doctrine of Christ.  If we make a mistake about 
Jesus Christ, it will cost us our souls.  He is the 
only way of access into heaven. 

John 10:7-9,  “Then Jesus said to them again, 
‘Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door 
of the sheep. 

8 “All who ever came before Me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 
them.  

9 “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he 
will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.’” 

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way 
[literally, road], the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.’” 

Acts 4:12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 

1 Cor. 3:11 “For no other foundation can anyone 
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 

Co 2:9, 10, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily; 

10 and you are complete in Him, who is the 
head of all principality and power.” 

do not receive him into your house 

John warned his readers not to provide hospitality 
to false teachers.  There is no compromise 
here:“Do not recognize him as a genuine Christian 
by giving him hospitality.  Do not give him the 
credibility of a Christian.”  The elect lady already 
had extended hospitality indiscriminately to these 
false teachers because the phrase “do not” means 
to stop doing something you are already doing.  
She provided food and lodging for antichrists!  
She invested her resources for the devil! 

nor greet him 

The first century person used the word “greet” for 
the arrival and departure of a visitor (2 Cor. 13:11).  
It was a cordial salutation.  John says in effect, “Do 
not encourage false teachers.  Don’t give them a 
warm welcome to your congregation.”  This 
applies solely to antichrists.  We should not over 
interpret this to mean that we should forbid 
anyone who disagrees with our point of view.  
John’s reference here is to teachers of false doctrine 
and not merely the believers of it. 

Principle: False love loves without discrimination. 

Application: Dealing ruthlessly with false doctrine 
seems unduly harsh to the modern mind.  The 
problem, however, lies with modern man, not with 
God.  North American and European culture tends 
to be exceedingly tolerant of religious differences.  
God does not tolerate this same distortion.  God 
cannot contradict His own absolutes.  Man is 
relative and God is absolute.  The more absolutes 
in which one believes, the more conviction he has 
about what is true and right. 

There are two extremes to this issue:1) There are 
those who coddle any idea that comes down the 
pike; they use no discrimination regarding with 
whom they fellowship.  These types are maudlin 
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and mawkish in their love.  2) Then there are those 
who separate themselves from almost anyone who 
even slightly disagrees with them.  Both of these 
extremes are wrong.  The issue at hand concerns 
those teachers who deny fundamental Christian 
doctrine. 

2 John 1:11 

…for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 

for 

The word “for” gives the reason for the sharp 
prohibition of verse 10 – “Do not greet them.” 

he who greets him shares in his evil deeds 

To show hospitality to false teachers is to partake 
of their heresy.  The word “shares” conveys close 
union and active participation.  This word never 
carries casual or superficial connection. 

Principle: Showing hospitality to heretics helps 
propagate their error because it gives credibility to 
their teaching. 

Application: Our generation is tolerant of heresy, 
whereas God says that we are not to have 
tolerance for it at all.  Biblically, love has its limits.  
It is not love to extend hospitality to heresy. 

In his last book, The Great Evangelical Disaster, 
Francis Schaffer wrote that evangelicals of our 
generation would accommodate truth to fit the 
culture of our generation, thus subverting our own 
beliefs.  Many are too ready to engage in doubt 
even about the verities of the faith.  They have a 
shrinking sense of the peril of heresy. 

The issue here is not an unloving attitude toward 
heretics but decisive dealing with error.  When 
Christians deviate from the truth, they defect from 
God who is the truth.  God is not tolerant of 
differences in terms of content of truth.  God 
expects Christians to be courteous and tolerant in 
terms of mode. 

Gal. 1:8,9, “But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than 
what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed.  

9 As we have said before, so now I say again, 
if anyone preaches any other gospel to you 
than what you have received, let him be 
accursed.” 

1 Cor. 16:22, “If anyone does not love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, 
come!” 

2 Cor. 6:14-18,  “Do not be unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness? And what communion has light 
with darkness? 

15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? 
Or what part has a believer with an 
unbeliever? 

16 And what agreement has the temple of 
God with idols? For you are the temple of 
the living God. As God has said: ‘I will 
dwell in them  And walk among them.  I will 
be their God,  And they shall be My people.” 

17 Therefore  “Come out from among them  
And be separate, says the Lord.  Do not touch 
what is unclean,  And I will receive you.” 

18 “I will be a Father to you,  And you shall 
be My sons and daughters,  Says the LORD 
Almighty.’” 

Eph. 5:11 “And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
expose them.” 

1 Tim. 6:5 “…useless wranglings of men of 
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who 
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 
From such withdraw yourself.” 

2 Tim. 3:5 “…having a form of godliness but 
denying its power. And from such people 
turn away!” 

Those who give credibility to teachers participate 
in their teaching, whether good or evil.  If we wish 
heretics well, we fellowship with their heresy.  We 
fellowship in their teaching.  Instead of rebuking 
them, we unintentionally assist their principles 
and spread their teaching. 

2 John 1:12,13 

Having many things to write to you, I did not 
wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope 
to come to you and speak face to face, that 
our joy may be full. The children of your 
elect sister greet you. Amen. 

We come to the conclusion of 2 John in verses 12 
and 13. 
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Having many things to write to you, 

John has more to say on the subject of 2nd John. 

I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; 

“Paper” here is papyrus, not parchment (which is 
much more costly).  They made papyrus by 
placing strips of pith side-by-side and then 
crosswise with a paste.  They made “ink” from 
lampblack, carbon or soot. 

It is one thing to write something on paper but it is 
another to speak personally  “face to face.” 

but I hope to come to you and speak face to 

face, 

John hopes to visit his readers personally to 
explain more fully the principles behind 2nd John. 

that our joy may be full 

The readers of 2nd John will be full of joy when 
John comes to explain himself more fully.  Spoken 

words face to face are a more suitable method of 
interaction than writing. 

The children of your elect sister greet you. 

Amen 

The reference here is to two Christian women and 
their children.  The mother of the 2nd set of 
children may have died.  These children may be 
the nephews and nieces of the elect lady (v. 1).  
These “children” may be those who informed John 
of the elect lady’s error in entertaining false 
teachers. 

Principle: There is joy in Christian fellowship. 

Application: Far too many of us endure religion 
rather than enjoy the richness of Christian 
fellowship.  

 


