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CALVARY CHAPEL CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SEMINAR

FEBRUARY 1998 AT CALVARY CHAPEL OF COSTA MESA

GAMES WITH A BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

ICE BREAKER / GET ACQUAINTED GAMES:
# “WHO AM 1?7

# WHO’S WHO IN THE “JESUS LOVES YOU AND ME?”

INTERCHANGEABLE GAMES:
#] BIBLE BINGO
# BALLOON BLAST
# A TO Z GAMES, SPOTLIGHTING “THE MINISTER'S CAT”
# BIBLE BASEBALL
# BRAIN TEASER GAMES
© BIBLE PICTIONARY
© BIBLE CHARADES

# TIC-TAC-BIBLE



ICE BREAKER / GET ACQUAINTED GAMES

The first few times in a new class can be hard for a child when they don’t know any of the other
kids. Following are two (2) games that can help children to get to know their classmates.

“WHO AM I?~

1. Using one %2 sheet of paper for each name, write several names of men and women
from the bible. Use different colored paper for the boys and girls.

2. Tape one of the sheets on the back of each child WITHOUT letting them see what

the name is. Put men’s names on the boy’s backs and women’s names on the girl’s

backs.

Tell the kids NOT to tell anyone what the name is on their back.

4. A child can ask ONLY two (2) questions of three (3) different classmates.
Questions are to be “hints” (i.e. “Am I in the Old Testament?”, “Am I a prophet?”,
“Am I one of the twelve disciples?”, “Did I leave Egypt with the Children of Israel
to go to the promised land?”, etc.)

5. The child who is asked the question, looks at the name written on the questioner’s
back and answers it. Answers should mostly yes or no ... Elaborating is allowed,
but it is important that a child NOT give the name written on the questioner’s back.

6. After asking the two (2) questions of one of the classmates, a child can guess who
they are (i.e. “Am I Esther?”, “Am I David?”, etc.) or they can move on to the next
classmate and ask two questions of them.

W

NOTE: You may want to vary the number of questions that can be asked depending on
the age group you are teaching. Younger children will need the ability to ask more
questions than older kids.

WHO’S WHO IN THE “JESUS LOVES YOU AND ME™?

Write “JESUS LOVES YOU AND ME” vertically on a piece of paper and
draw a line next to each letter.

Give the kids 5-10 minutes to go around the room asking each other what
their names are. If the name starts with one of the letters that spell “Jesus
loves...” they write the name next to that letter. Only one name (first or last)
can be used from one child.




INTERCHANGEABLE GAMES

Many games can be easily transformed to support different studies or themes by changing the

questions.

The sample (see attachments) Bible Bingo games are geared for children that can read. Bible
Bingo can be adapted for preschoolers by using pictures, symbols or stickers instead of words.
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BIBLE BINGO

Bible Bingo is similar to regular bingo. Instead of using
numbers, use individual words or short phrases related to
the study

Pre-make the following:

One master for each child. Base this on your average
size class (i.e. 20 kids = 20 masters).

One master list of all the words or phrases used.
(Recommend using at least 75-100 different line items.)

Note: If your class is large, and you do not want to make
30+ masters, try to make at least enough for 5/6th of your
class.

Otherwise, you will have a lot of winners!

Cut words and phrases on itemized list into strips and
put in a container (be creative in container choice).
Pick one of the kids as the “caller” -- sit him/her in front
of class by a board.

Tell kids to mark the “Free Space” in middle of card.
“Caller” picks a piece of paper from the box, reads it
and gives the paper to the teacher.

Teacher writes the word or phrase on the board and
puts the paper in a designated collections spot (i.e.
another container, desk top, etc.)

The children mark off the appropriate box on their
bingo sheet if they have the word/phrase. Use colored
markers or pencils if they are available.

The first one to get bingo (line across, down or
diagonal) calls out “BIBLE BINGO!”

Teacher checks the bingo sheet (#7) to verify winner.
Prizes are nice to give the winner(s) whenever possible.
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NOTE:

If you use the Bible Bingo
game frequently, you can
laminate (self stick or by
machine) the game cards.
This allows you to use and
reuse the cards repeatedly,
while conserving paper
(aka: “save the trees!”).

Have children use either
erasable markers or some
type of token to “mark the
squares” on the laminate
game cards.



Use a different colored helium strength balloon for the Balloon
Blast Game. Divide the class into teams of 4 whenever possible, but no less than 3.

BALLOON BLAST

Write 4 questions on pieces of paper, copy 1 set for each team,
color code, put in balloons and fill balloons with air.
If possible, put each team at separate tables.
. Have each team choose a team captain.
Pass out balloons -- each team gets a different colored set.

Tell kids NO pencils, feet, jumping on balloons, etc., is allowed.
Standing, the kids put the balloon on their chair. When you say,
“go”, they sit on the balloon, exerting pressure until it POPS!

7. Each child answers his/her question.
When done, the team captain runs the team slips to the teacher.
The first team to the teacher gets 2 bonus points. Each right
answer is worth 1 point. The team with the most points wins.

There is a whole variety of A-Z BOARD GAMES ... People, places, fins - feathers - fur
(sea life, birds and animals). All in the bible, of course. Then, there is “The Minister’s Cat!”

THE MINISTER’S CAT!

1. Write “THE MINISTER’S CATIS A CAT” on the board.

2. Write the letters “A - Z” on the board.

3. Starting at one side of the room, ask the first child to read the sentence filling in the
blank with an adjective that starts with the letter “A”.

4. Encourage the kids to use their imaginations and come up with an interesting looking

or acting minister’s cat.
5. The second child does the same as the first, filling in the blank with a word that
begins with a “B”, and so on through “Z”.




“BIBLE BASEBALL” can be a class favorite,
enjoyed by boys and girls alike, during the
baseball season.

BIBLE BASEBALL

Due to the length of time it can take to play Bible Baseball, it is recommended that you
plan on playing only 3-4 innings per game.

1. Make 3 bases, a home plate and pitchers mound out of construction paper or other
materials.

2. Use masking tape to tape off a baseball diamond on the floor.

Attach bases to appropriate spots on the floor, or use sides of desks if working in a

small area.

Divide the class in two (2) teams.

Let each team pick a team name; write the team names on the board.

Kids come up to bat in the order they are standing in line. .

A child picks a single, double, triple or home run hit. Ask the appropriate question. If

answered correctly, they move to base. (i.e. single to first, double to second, etc.)

8. If'the question is answered wrong, they “strike out”. Only one (1) try for a “hit” per
trip to the bat.

9. The team with the most runs at the end of the game wins.
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NOTE: The questions get harder the further they hit. Singles are the easiest questions and
home runs are the hardest.

There are BRAIN TEASER GAMES to put your classes brain cells to the test ...

Bible Pictionary and Bible Charades are two such games. Gear questions to study or theme.

BIBLE PICTIONARY (DRAWN) --- BIBLE CHARADES (ACTED OUT)

Cut words or phrases from pre-made up list in strips and put in a container.

If class is shy, you go first. If not, pick lots/choose a number to determine who goes first.
First child up pulls a strip from container, holds up correct number of fingers to tell class
how many words -- class responds “3” to 3 fingers (hopefully).

Then, the first child holds up the number of fingers which corresponds to which word they
are going to do first (i.e. 2 fingers = second word).

Child “DRAWS A PICTURE” (for Pictionary) or ‘ACTS OUT” (for Charades) the word.
When the word is guessed correctly, the child moves to another word.

The class can call out what they think the answer is at any time.

First child to get the Picture or Charade right, gets to go next.

If you go through your whole repertory of questions and the class wants to keep going,
have the kids create their own questions ... with a biblical slant, of course.
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TRIPLES:

1. GOD CREATED MAN ON WHAT DAY?
the sixth
2. WHO WAS MOSES' NURSEMAID AFTER THE EGYPTIAN PRINCESS ADOPTED HIM?
his mother
3. WHO WASH A WILDERNESS PREACHER AND JESUS' SECOND COUSIN?
' John the Baptist '
4. WHO WAS JESUS' FATHER?
God
5. NAME THE 4 GOSPELS
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
6. WHAT 3 MEN WERE IN THE FIERY FURNACE IN BABYLON?
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
7. WHICH OF ISRAEL'S PRIESTS DID GOD TALK TO WHEN HE WAS A BOY?
Samuel
8. HOW MANY SONS DID NOAH HAVE?
3
9. WHICH NEW TESTAMENT BOOK DESCRIBES THE GROWTH OF THE EARLY
CHRISTIAN CHURCH?
Acts
10. NAME 1 OF THE 2 CITIES GOD DESTROYED WITH FIRE?
Sodom and Gomorrah
11. WHO TOCK CARE OF MARY LIKE A SON AFTER JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN?
the apostle John
12. WHO WAS MOSES AND AARON'S SISTER?
Miriam
13. WHAT DID LOT'S WIFE TURN INTO FOR DISOBEYING GOD?
a pillar of salt
HOME RUNS:
1. NAME 5 OF THE 12 APOSTLES.
Peter, James, John, Andrew, Thomas, Philip, Barthelomew,
Judas, Simon the Canannite, James the son of Alphaeu,
Matthew, Thaddaeus
2. NAME THE FIRST 3 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE.
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus
3. GOD LET ADAM AND EVE EAT FROM EVERY TREE IN EDEN EXCEPT?
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
4. WHO LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND?
Joshua
5. NAME 4 OF THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness,
meekness, temperance, faith
6. WHO WAS SAMUEL'S MOM?
Hannah
7. QUOTE A VERSE IN THE BIBLE AND WHERE IT'S AT OTHER THAN JOHN 3:16
(MUST BE ACCURATE)
8. WHAT DID GOD CREATE ON THE FIRST 3 DAYS OF CREATION?
1 - separated light from darkness, created day and night
2 - divided the waters
3 - dry land, grass, herbs and trees
9. NAME 4 PIECES OF THE ARMOR OF GOD.

Belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith,
feet shod with preparation of the gospel, helmet of
salvation, sword of the word of God.



BIBLE BASEBAILIL QUESTIONS

SINGLES:
1. WHAT IS THE WORD OF GOD?
The Bible
2. WHICH APOSTLE BETRAYED JESUS?
Judas
3. WHICH TOWN WAS JESUS BORN IN?
Bethlehem
4. WHO WAS THE FIRST MAN?
Adam
5. NOAH BUILT WHAT?
the ark
6. WHO WAS FOUND IN A BASKET IN THE RIVER IN EGYPT AS A BABY?
Moses
7. HOW MANY ANIMALS DID GOD TELL NOAH TO PUT IN THE ARK?
2 of each kind
8. WHAT DID SATAN LOOK LIKE WHEN HE TEMPTED EVE IN THE GARDEN?
a serpent or a snake
9. WHAT'S THE FIRST BOOK IN THE BIBLE?
Genesis
10. WHAT WAS JESUS BEFORE HE STARTED PREACHING THE GOSPEL?
a carpenter
11. HOW DID JESUS DIE?
He was crucified
12. WHO HEARD GOD SPEAK OUT OF A BURNING BUSH?
Moses
13. WHO SPENT THE NIGHT IN A LION'S DEN?
Daniel
14. WHAT WORK DID DAVID DO BEFORE HE WAS A KING?
Shepherd
15. WHAT WEAPON DID DAVID USE TO KILL A LION, A BEAR AND GOLIATH?
a rock
DOUBLES:
1. WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THE CITY WHERE THE WALLS FELL DOWN?
Jericho
2. WHICH SEA PARTED FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL?
The Red Sea
3. WHO WAS ISRAEL'S KING DURING JESUS' LIFE?
Herod
4. WHO APPEARED TO JESUS IN THE WILDERNESS?
Satan
5. WHAT INSTRUMENT DID DAVID PLAY?
a harp
6. WHAT WAS THE LAST MEAL JESUS HAD WITH HIS APOSTLES?
The last supper (aka: Passover)
7. WHO BAPTIZED JESUS?
John the Baptist
8. HOW MANY DAYS AND NIGHTS DID IT RAIN WHEN NOAH WAS IN THE ARK?
40
9. WHO WAS DAVID'S SON THAT BUILT THE FIRST TEMPLE?
Solomon
10. WHO WAS ABRAHAM'S WIFE?

Sarah



“Tic-Tac-Bible” is a game that the participants can really become a part of ...
Literally!!!

’ ¢ Kids can really “get into this game” ...

Create a list of questions, and applicable answers, geared toward the bible study, a
7 book you are doing a walk thru or a theme (i.e. Armour of God, Gifts of the Spirit,
% Adventures of Paul, etc.)

""_ 1. Use masking tape to mark a Tic-Tac-Toe (oops, I mean Tic-Tac-Bible) square |
on the floor. Make it large enough for the kids to stand inside the square to form
the Tic-Tac-Bible.

¢ 2. Have pre-made sheets marked with “X’s” and “Q’s”. (Different colored paper)
e 3. Divide the class into twe (2) teams.
i 4. Ask the kids to pick team names; write the team names on the board.
i 5. Kids are up for a question by the order that they’re standing in line - first one
; first, second one second, and so on down the line.
6. Team members CANNOT help one another answer a question or tell a child

where to stand (square to pick) in the Tic-Tac-Toe square.
& 7. Draw lots/pick a number to determine which team goes first. Alternate questions &
between the two (2) teams.
1 8. Ask the first child a question.
9. If answered right, the child positions himself/herself in the Tic-Tac-Bible square
¢ themselves (no help from the audience) holding their “X” or “O”.
10. If a child does not answer the question right, they go to the back of the line and
the question is asked of the other team. If that team cannot answer, go back to
¥ the first team and ask a different question.
% 11. When three (3) children with a “X” or “O” make up a Tic-Tac-Bible (across,
down or diagonal), they call out “TIC-TAC-BIBLE” and win that round.

88 12. Prizes for the three (3) winners is nice, if possible.

{ 13. You can do as many rounds as time, or desire to continue playing, allows.

¥ NOTE: Ifa child answers, “/ don’t know”, that counts as passing. The question
84 then passes to the other team. If both teams say, “I don’t know”, shelf the question
go back to the first team and ask a new question.
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