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OF

COMMUNION
WITH

GOD THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY GHOST,
EACH PERSON DISTINCTLY,

IN LOVE, GRACE AND CONSOLATION;
OR,

THE SAINTS FELLOWSHIPWITH THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY
GHOST UNFOLDED.

Prefatory Note.

THE reader may be referred to the Life of Dr Owen (vol. i. p. Ixxii.) for agenera criticism on
the merits of the following treatise. It was published in 1657, shortly after he had ceased to be
Vice-Chancellor in the University of Oxford. From the brief preface affixed to it, it appears that,
for aperiod of more than six years, he had been under some engagement to publish the substance
of thework. It has been inferred, accordingly, that it is the substance of some discourses which he
had preached in Oxford; but, as he became Vice-Chancellor only in September 1652, thereismore
probability in the supposition that they are the discourses which refreshed and cheered his attached
congregation at Coggeshall.

There aretwo peculiaritieswhich deserve attention in the treatise. The oversight of one of them
has created some misconceptions of the author’ sdesign, and led someto fancy that he waswandering
from it, in various passages which are in strict harmony with his main and original purpose of the
work. The term “Communion,” as used by Owen, is used in awider sense than is consistent with
that which is now generally attached to it in religious phraseology. It denotes not merely the
interchange of feeling between God on his gracious character and asoul in agracious state, but the
gracious relationship upon which this holy interchangeis based. On the part of Christ, for example,
all his work and its results are described, from the atonement till it takes effect in the actual
justification of the sinner.

The grand peculiarity distinguishing the treatise is its fullness of illustration with which he
dilates on the communion enjoyed by believerswith each person of the Godhead respectively. Fully
to comprehend his views on this point, it is needful to bear in mind the meaning under which the
word Communion is employed by Owen.
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Analysis.

ParT |. — Thefact of communion with God isasserted, cHAP.1. Passagesin Scripture are quoted
to show that specia mention is made of communion with all the persons of the Trinity 11. Communion
with the FATHER is described, 111.; and practical inferences deduced from it, iv.

ParT Il. — The reality of communion with CHrist is proved cHaP. I.; and the nature of it is
subsequently considered, 1. It isshown to consist in grace; and then the grace of Christ isexhibited
under three divisions.— hispersonal grace, ni.—vi.; and under thisbranch are two long digressions,
designed to unfold the glory and loveliness of Christ; — purchased grace, vii.—x.; in which the
mediatorial work of Christ isfully considered, in reference to our acceptance with God, vii., viii.;
sanctification, i1x.; and the privileges of the covenant, x.; — and grace as communicated by the
Soirit, and conspicuous in the fruits of personal holiness. This last division is illustrated under
sanctification, as contained under the head of purchased grace.

ParT 11l. — Communion with the HoLy GHosT is expounded in the eight following chapters;
— the foundation of it, cHAP. 1.; his gracious and effectual influence in believers, 11.; the elements
inwhichit congists, 111.; the effectsin the hearts of believers, iv.; and general inferences and particular
directions for communion with the Spirit, v.—vii.

The arrangement of the treatise may seem involved and complicated, and the endless divisions
and subdivisions may distract rather than assist the attention of the reader. The warm glow of
sanctified emotion, however, and occasionally thoughts of singular power and originality, which
are found throughout the treatise, sustain the interest, and more than reward perusal. Few passages
in any theological writer are more thrilling than the reference to the spotless humanity of Chrigt,
in terms full of sanctified genius, on page 64.

An account of the strange controversy to which this treatise gave rise, many years after its
publication, will be found on page 276. — Eb.

Preface.

CHRISTIAN READER,

IT isnow six years past since | was brought under an engagement of promise for the publishing
of some meditations on the subject which thou wilt find handled in the ensuing treatise. Thereasons
of this delay, being not of public concernment, | shall not need to mention. Those who have been
in expectation of thisduty from me, have, for the most part, been so far acquainted with my condition
and employments, asto be able to satisfy themsel ves asto the deferring of their desires. That which
| haveto add at present is only this.— having had many opportunities, sincethetimel first delivered
any thing in public on this subject (which was the means of bringing me under the engagements
mentioned), to re-assume the consideration of what | had first fixed on, | have been enabled to give
it that improvement, and to make those additions to the main of the design and matter treated on,
that my first debt is come at length to be only the occasion of what is now tendered to the saints of
God. | shall speak nothing of the subject here handled; it may, | hope, speak for itsalf, in that spiritua
savour and relish which it will yield to them whose hearts are not so filled with other things as to
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render the sweet things of the gospel bitter to them. The design of the whole treatise thou wilt find,
Christian reader, in thefirst chapters of thefirst part; and | shall not detain thee here with the perusal
of any thing which in its proper place will offer itself unto thee: know only, that the whole of it
hath been recommended to the grace of God in many supplications, for its usefulness unto them
that are interested in the good things mentioned therein.

J O.

OxoN. CH. CH. CoLL.,

July 10, 1657.

Tothe Reader.

ALPHONsUS, king of Spain, issaid to have found food and physicin reading Livy; and Ferdinand,
king of Sicily, in reading Quintus Curtius: but thou hast here nobler entertainments, vastly richer
dainties, incomparably more sovereign medicines, — | had almost said, the very highest of angel’s
food is here set before thee; and, as Pliny speaks, “ permistadeliciisauxilia,” — thingsthat minister
unto grace and comfort, to holy life and liveliness.

Such isthistreatise, — this, which isthe only one extant upon its great and necessary subject,
— this, whose praise hath been long in the churches, and hath gone enamelled with the honourable
reproaches of more than one English Bolsec, — this, whose great author, like the sun, iswell known
to the world, by eminence of heavenly light and labours, — this, which, as his many other works,
can be no other than manna unto sound Christians, though no better than stone and serpent to
Socinians and their fellow-commoners.

Importunity hath drawn me to say thus much more than | could think needful to be said
concerning any work of Dr Owen’'s, — needful in our day itself, a day wherein “pauci sacras
Scripturas, plures nomina rerum, plurimi nomina magistrorum sequuntur;” — “few do cleave to
the holy Scriptures; many do rest in scholastic sensel ess sounds; and most men do hang their faith
upon their rabbi’s sleeves.”

Thisonly | add:— of the swarms every day rising, there are few books but do want their readers;
yet if | understand aright, there are not many readers but do want this book.

In which censure | think | am no tyrant, which the philosopher names the worst of wild beasts;
| am sure | am no flatterer, which he calls justly, the worst of tame beasts, — Kal tadta pev o1
TavTa.

Let the simple souls (the “paucissimaelectionis mancipia’) who take the doctrine of distinct
communion with the Divine Persons to be a new-fangled one and uncouth, observe the words of
the Rev. Samuel Clarke (the annotator on the Bible), in hissermon on 1 Johni. 7: “It isto be noted,
that there is a distinct fellowship with each of the persons of the blessed Trinity.” Let them attend
what is said by Mr Lewis Stuckley, in his preface to Mr Polwheil’ s book of Quenching the Spirit:
“It is a most glorious truth, though considered but by a few, that believers have, or may have,
distinct communion with the three persons, Father, Son, and Spirit. This is attested by the finger
of God, and solemnly owned by the first and best age of Christianity.” To hame no more, let them
read heedfully but the second chapter of thistreatise, and it is hoped that then they shall no longer
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“contraantidotum insanire,” — no longer rage against God’ holy medicinal truth, as St Austin saith
he did while he was a Manicheg; testifying, in so many words, [that] his error was his very god.
Reader, | am
Thy servant in Christ Jesus,
DANIEL BURGESS.

Part 1. Of Communion with each Person distinctly — Of
Communion with the Father

Chapter 1.

That the saints have communion with God — 1 Johni. 3 considered to that purpose — Somewhat
of the nature of communion in general.

IN the First Epistle of John, chap. 1, verse 3, the apostle assures them to whom he wrote that
the fellowship of believers “is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ:” and this he does
with such an unusual kind of expression as bears the force of an asseveration; whence we have
rendered it, “Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

The outward appearance and condition of the saints in those days being very mean and
contemptible, — their leaders being accounted as the filth of this world, and as the offscouring of
al things, — the inviting others unto fellowship with them, and a participation of the precious
things which they did enjoy, seems to be exposed to many contrary reasonings and objections.
“What benefit is there in communion with them? Is it any thing else but to be sharersin troubles,
reproaches, scorns, and al manner of evils?’ To prevent or remove these and the like exceptions,
the apostle gives them to whom he wrote to know (and that with some earnestness of expression),
that notwithstanding all the disadvantages their fellowship lay under, unto a carnal view, yet in
truth it was, and would be found to be (in reference to some with whom they held it), very
honourable, glorious, and desirable. For “truly,” saith he, “our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ.”

This being so earnestly and directly asserted by the apostle, we may boldly follow him with
our affirmation, — namely, “ That the saints of God have communion with him.” And a holy and
spiritual communion it is, as shall be declared. How this is spoken distinctly in reference to the
Father and the Son, must afterward be fully opened and carried on.

By nature, since the entrance of sin, no man has any communion with God. He is light, we
darkness; and what communion has light with darkness? He islife, we are dead, — heislove, and
we are enmity; and what agreement can there be between us? Men in such a condition have neither
Christ, nor hope, nor God in the world, Eph. ii. 12; “being alienated from the life of God through
theignorancethat isin them,” chap. iv. 18. Now, two cannot walk together, unless they be agreed,
Amosiiii. 3. Whilst there is this distance between God and man, there is no walking together for
them in any fellowship or communion. Our first interest in God was so lost by sin, as that there
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was left unto us (in ourselves) no possibility of arecovery. As we had deprived ourselves of all
power for areturn, so God had not revealed any way of access unto himself; or that he could, under
any consideration, be approached unto by sinnersin peace. Not any work that God had made, not
any attribute that he had revealed, could give the least light into such a dispensation.

The manifestation of grace and pardoning mercy, which is the only door of entrance into any
such communion, isnot committed unto any but unto him atoned inwhomiit is, by whom that grace
and mercy was purchased, through whom it is dispensed, who reveals it from the bosom of the
Father. Hence this communion and fellowship with God is not in express terms mentioned in the
Old Testament. The thing itself is found there; but the clear light of it, and the boldness of faith in
it, is discovered in the gospel, and by the Spirit administered therein. By that Spirit we have this
liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. Abraham was the friend, of God, Isa. xli. 8; David, a man after his own
heart; Enoch walked with him, Gen. v. 22; — all enjoying this communion and fellowship for the
substance of it. But the way into the holiest was not yet made manifest whilst the first tabernacle
was standing, Heb. ix. 8. Though they had communion with God, yet they had not tappnoiav, —
a boldness and confidence in that communion. This follows the entrance of our High Priest into
the most holy place, Heb. iv. 16, x. 19. The vail aso was upon them, that they had not éAevBepiav,
freedom and liberty in their accessto God, 2 Cor. iii. 15, 16, etc. But now in Christ we have boldness
and accesswith confidenceto God, Eph. iii. 12. Thisboldness and access with confidence the saints
of old were not acquainted with. By Jesus Christ alone, then, on al considerations as to being and
full manifestation, isthis distance taken away. He has consecrated for usanew and living way (the
old being quite shut up), “through the vail, that isto say, hisflesh,” Heb. x. 20; and “through him
we have access by one Spirit unto the Father,” Eph. ii. 18. “Y e who sometimes were far off, are
made nigh by the blood of Christ, for heisour peace,” etc., verses 13, 14. Of this foundation of all
our communion with God, more afterward, and at large. Upon this new bottom and foundation, by
this new and living way, are sinners admitted into communion with God, and have fellowship with
him. And truly, for sinnersto have fellowship with God, the infinitely holy God, is an astonishing
dispensation. To speak alittle of it in general:— Communion relates to things and persons. A joint
participation in any thing whatever, good or evil, duty or enjoyment, nature or actions, gives this
denomination to them so partaking of it. A common interest in the same nature gives all men a
fellowship or communion therein. Of theelect itissaid, Ta maidia kekOIVWVNKE 6aPKOG Kal aluatog,
Heb. ii. 14, “Those children partook of” (or had fellowship in, with the rest of the world) “flesh
and blood,” — the same common nature with the rest of mankind; and, therefore, Christ also came
into the same fellowship: Kai a0tog mapanAnociwg petéoxe tov adt®v. Thereisaso acommunion
asto state and condition, whether it be good or evil; and this, either in thingsinternal and spiritual,
— such asisthe communion of saints among themselves; or in respect of outward things. So was
it with Christ and the two thieves, as to one condition, and to one of them in respect of another.
They were év t® a0t® kpipartt, — under the same sentence to the cross, Luke xxiii. 40, “ ejusdem
dolores socii.” They had communion as to that evil condition whereunto they were adjudged; and
one of them requested (which he also obtained) a participation in that blessed condition whereupon
our Saviour wasimmediately to enter. Thereisa so acommunion or fellowship in actions, whether
good or evil. In good, is that communion and fellowship in the gospel, or in the performance and
celebration of that worship of God which in the gospel isinstituted; which the saints do enjoy, Phil.
i. 5; which, as to the general kind of it, David so rgjoicesin, Ps. xlii. 4. In evil, was that wherein
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Simon and Levi were brethren, Gen. xlix. 5. They had communion in that cruel act of revenge and
murder. Our communion with God is not comprised in any one of these kinds; of some of them it
is exclusive. It cannot be natural; it must be voluntary and by consent. It cannot be of state and
conditions; but in actions. It cannot be in the same actions upon athird party; but in areturn from
one to another. The infinite disparity that is between God and man, made the great philosopher
conclude that there could be no friendship between them. Some distance in the persons holding
friendship he could alow, nor could exactly determine the bounds and extent thereof; but that
between God and man, in his apprehension, left no place for it. Another says, indeed, that thereis
“communitas homini cum Deo,” — a certain fellowship between God and man; but the general
intercourse of providence is all he apprehended. Some arose to higher expressions; but they
understood nothing whereof they spake. Thisknowledgeishidin Christ; aswill afterward be made
to appear. It istoo wonderful for nature, as sinful and corrupted. Terror and apprehensions of death
at the presence of God isall that it guides unto. But we have, as was said, a new foundation, and a
new discovery of this privilege.

Now, communion is the mutual communication of such good things as wherein the persons
holding that communion are delighted, bottomed upon some union between them. So it was with
Jonathan and David; their souls clave to one another (1 Sam. xx. 17) in love. There was the union
of love between them; and then they really communicated all issues of love mutually. In spiritual
things this is more eminent: those who enjoy this communion have the most excellent union for
the foundation of it; and the issues of that union, which they mutually communicate, are the most
precious and eminent.

Of the union which is the foundation of all that communion we have with God | have spoken
largely elsewhere, and have nothing farther to add thereunto.

Our communion, then, with God consisteth in his communication of himself unto us, with our
returnal unto him of that which he requireth and accepteth, flowing from that unionswhichin Jesus
Christ we have with him. And it is twofold:— 1. Perfect and complete, in the full fruition of his
glory and total giving up of ourselves to him, resting in him as our utmost end; which we shall
enjoy when we see him as heis, — and, 2. Initial and incomplete, in the first fruits and dawnings
of that perfection which we have here in grace; which only | shall handle.

Itis, then, | say, of that mutual communication in giving and receiving, after a most holy and
spiritual manner, which is between God and the saints while they walk together in a covenant of
peace, ratified in the blood of Jesus, whereof we are to treat. And this we shall do, if God permit;
in the meantime praying the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has, of the
richesof hisgrace, recovered usfrom astate of enmity into acondition of communion and fellowship
with himself, that both he that writes, and they that read the words of his mercy, may have such a
taste of his sweetness and excellencies therein, as to be stirred up to a farther longing after the
fulness of his salvation, and the eternal fruition of himin glory.

Chapter 2.
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That the saints have this communion distinctly with the Father, Son, and Spirit, 1 John v. 7 opened
to this purpose; aso, 1 Cor. xii. 4-6, Eph. ii. 18 — Father and Son mentioned jointly in this
communion; the Father solely, the Son aso, and the Holy Ghost singly — The saints’ respective
reward in al worship to each person manifested — Faith in the Father, John v. 9, 10; and love
towards him, 1 Johnii. 15, Mal. i. 6 — So in prayer and praise — It is so likewise with the Son,
John xiv. 1 — Of our communion with the Holy Ghost — The truth farther confirmed.

THAT the saints have communion with God, and what communion in general is, was declared
in the first chapter. The manner how this communion is carried on, and the matter wherein it does
consist, comes next under consideration. For the first, in respect of the distinct persons of the
Godhead with whom they have this fellowship, it is either distinct and peculiar, or else obtained
and exercised jointly and in common. That the saints have distinct communion with the Father,
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit (that is, distinctly with the Father, and distinctly with the Son, and
distinctly with the Holy Spirit), and in what the peculiar appropriation of this distinct communion
unto the several persons does consist, must, in the first place, be made manifest.

1 John v. 7, the apostle tells us, “There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost.” In heaven they are, and bear witness to us. And what is it that they
bear witness unto? Unto the sonship of Christ, and the salvation of believersin his blood. Of the
carrying on of that, both by blood and water, justification and sanctification, is he there treating.
Now, how do they bear witness hereunto? even as three, as three distinct witnesses. When God
witnesseth concerning our salvation, surely it isincumbent on usto receive histestimony. And as
he beareth witness, so are weto receive it. Now thisis done distinctly. The Father beareth witness,
the Son beareth witness, and the Holy Spirit beareth witness; for they are three distinct witnesses.
So, then, are we to receive their several testimonies: and in doing so we have communion with
them severally; for in thisgiving and receiving of testimony consists no small part of our fellowship
with God. Wherein their distinct witnessing consists will be afterward declared.

1 Cor. xii. 4-6, the apostle, speaking of the distribution of gifts and graces unto the saints,
ascribesthem distinctly, in respect of the fountain of their communication, unto the distinct persons.
“There are diversities of gifts, but the same SpiriT,” — “that one and the self same Spirit;” that is,
the Holy Ghogt, verse 11. “And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord,” the
same Lord Jesus, verse 5. “And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God,” etc.,
even the Father, Eph. iv. 6. So graces and gifts are bestowed, and so are they received.

And not only in the emanation of grace from God, and the illapses of the Spirit on us, but also
in al our approaches unto God, is the same distinction observed. “For through Christ we have
access by one Spirit unto the Father,” Eph. ii. 18. Our access unto God (wherein we have communion
with him) is dia Xpiotod, “through Christ,” év Tvebuartt, “in the Spirit,” and npd¢ tov Matépa,
“unto the Father;” — the persons being here considered as engaged distinctly unto the
accomplishment of the counsel of the will of God revealed in the gospel.

Sometimes, indeed, there is express mention made only of the Father and the Son, aJohnii. 3,
“Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” The particle “and” is both
distinguishing and uniting. Also John xiv. 23, “If aman love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” It is in this
communion wherein Father and Son do make their abode with the soul.

Sometimes the Son only is spoken of, asto thispurpose. 1 Cor. i. 9, “God isfaithful, by whom
yewere called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” And, Rev. iii. 20, “If any man
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hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me;”
of which place afterward.

Sometimes the Spirit alone is mentioned. 2 Cor. xiii. 14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.” This distinct
communion, then, of the saints with the Father, Son, and Spirit, is very plain in the Scripture; but
yet it may admit of farther demonstration. Only this caution | must lay in beforehand:— whatever
is affirmed in the pursuit of this truth, it is done with relation to the explanation ensuing, in the
beginning of the next chapter.

The way and means, then, on the part of the saints, whereby in Christ they enjoy communion
with God, are all the spiritual and holy actings and outgoings of their soulsin those graces, and by
those ways, wherein both the moral anal instituted worship of God does consist. Faith, love, trust,
joy, etc., arethe natural or moral worship of God, whereby thosein whom they are have communion
with him. Now, these are either immediately acted on God, and not tied to any ways or means
outwardly manifesting themselves; or elsethey arefarther drawn forth, in solemn prayer and praises,
according unto that way which he has appointed. That the Scripture does distinctly assign al these
unto the Father, Son, and Spirit, — manifesting that the saints do, in all of them, both as they are
purely and nakedly moral, and as farther clothed with instituted worship, respect each person
respectively, — isthat which, to givelight to the assertion in hand, | shall farther declare by particular
instances.—

1. For the FATHER. Faith, love, obedience, etc., are peculiarly and distinctly yielded by the saints
unto him; and he is peculiarly manifested in those ways as acting peculiarly towards them: which
should draw them forth and stir them up thereunto. He gives testimony unto, and beareth witness
of, hisSon, 1 Johnv. 9, “Thisisthewitness of God which he hastestified of hisSon.” In hisbearing
witness he is an object of belief. When he gives testimony (which he does as the Father, because
he does it of the Son) he isto he received in it by faith. And this is affirmed, verse 10, “He that
believeth on the Son of God, has the witness in himself.” To believe on the Son of God in this
place, isto receive the Lord Christ asthe Son, the Son given unto us, for all the ends of the Father’s
love, upon the credit of the Father’s testimony; and, therefore, therein is faith immediately acted
on the Father. So it followsin the next words, “he that believeth not God” (that is, the Father, who
bears witness to the Son) “has made him aliar.” “Y e believein God,” saith our Saviour, John Xiv.
1; that is, the Father as such, for he adds, “Believe also in me;” or, “Believe you in God; believe
alsoin me.” God, asthe primaVeritas, upon whose authority is founded, and whereunto all divine
faith is ultimately resolved, is not to be considered vrootatik®¢, as peculiarly expressive of any
person, but o0diwdd¢, comprehending the whole Deity; which undividedly is the prime object
thereof. But in this particular it is the testimony and authority of the Father (as such) therein, of
which we speak, and whereupon faith is distinctly fixed on him; — which, if it were not so, the
Son could not add, “Believe also in me.”

Thelikeasoissaid of love. 1 Johnii. 15, “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him;” that is, the love which we bear to him, not that which we receive from him. The Father
is here placed as the object of our love, in opposition to the world, which takes up our affections
1 &yann tod IMatpdg. The Father denotes the matter and object, not the efficient cause, of the love
inquired after. And thislove of him as a Father is that which he cals his *“honour,” Mal. i. 6.

Farther: these graces as acted in prayer and praises, and as clothed with instituted worship, are
peculiarly directed unto him. “Ye call on the Father,” 1 Pet. i. 17. Eph. iii. 14, 15, “For this cause
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| bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth isnamed.” Bowing the knee compriseth the whole worship of God, both that whichis moral,
in the universal obedience he requireth, and those peculiar ways of carrying it on which are by him
appointed, Isa. xlv. 23, “Unto me,” saith the Lord, “ every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.”
Which, verses 24, 25, he declareth to consist in their acknowledging of him for righteousness and
strength. Y ea, it seems sometimes to comprehend the orderly subjection of the whol e creation unto
his sovereignty. In this place of the apostle it has a far more restrained acceptation, and is but a
figurative expression of prayer, taken from the most expressive bodily posture to be used in that
duty. Thishefarther manifests, Eph. iii. 16, 17, declaring at large what hisaim was, and whereabout
his thoughts were exercised, in that bowing of his knees. The workings, then, of the Spirit of grace
inthat duty are distinctly directed to the Father as such, asthe fountain of the Deity, and of all good
thingsin Christ, — as the “Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And therefore the same apostle does,
in another place, expressly conjoin, and yet as expressly distinguish, the Father and the Son in
directing his supplications, 1 Thess. iii. 11, “God himself even our Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ, direct our way unto you.” The like precedent, also, have you of thanksgiving, Eph. i. 3, 4,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” etc. | shall not add those very many
places wherein the several particulars that do concur unto that whole divine worship (not to be
communicated unto any, by nature not God, without idolatry) wherein the saints do hold communion
with God, are distinctly directed to the person of the Father.

2. Itisso asoinreference unto the Son. John xiv. 1, “Yebelievein God,” saith Christ, “believe
also in me;” — “Believe aso, act faith distinctly on me; faith divine, supernatural, — that faith
whereby you believe in God, that is, the Father. There is a believing of Christ, namely, that heis
the Son of God, the Saviour of theworld. That isthat whose neglect our Saviour so threatened unto
the Pharisees, John viii. 24, “If ye believe not that | am he, ye shall diein your sins.” In this sense
faith is not immediately fixed on the Son, being only an owning of him (that is, the Christ to bethe
Son), by closing with the testimony of the Father concerning him. But there is also a believing on
him, called “Believing on the name of the Son of God,” 1 Johnv. 13; so also John ix. 36; — yea,
the distinct affixing of faith, affiance, and confidence on the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, as
the Son of God, is most frequently pressed. John iii. 16, “God” (that is, the Father) “so loved the
world, ... that whosoever believeth in him” (that is, the Son) “should not perish.” The Son, whois
given of the Father, is believed on. “He that believeth on him is not condemned,” verse 18. “He
that believeth on the Son has everlasting life,” verse 36. “Thisis the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he has sent,” John vi. 29, 40; 1 John v. 10. The foundation of the wholeislaid, John
v. 23, “That al men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not
the Son honoureth not the Father which has sent him.” But of this honour and worship of the Son
| havetreated at large elsewhere; and shall not in general insist upon it again. For love, | shall only
add that solemn apostolical benediction, Eph. vi. 24, “ Grace be with al them that love our Lord
Jesus Christ In sincerity,” — that is, with divine love, the love of religious worship; which is the
only incorrupt love of the Lord Jesus.

Farther: that faith, hope, and love, acting themselvesin all manner of obedience and appointed
worship, are peculiarly due from the saints, and distinctly directed unto the Son, is abundantly
manifest from that solemn doxology, Rev. i. 5, 6, “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sinsin his own blood, and has made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” Which yet is set forth with more glory, chap. v. 8, “The
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four living creatures, and the four and twenty eldersfell down before the Lamb, having every one
of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.” and verses 13, 14,
“Every creature which isin heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and al that are in them, heard | saying, blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” The Father and the Son (he
that sits upon the throne, and the Lamb) are held out jointly, yet distinctly, as the adequate object
of al divine worship and honour, for ever and ever. And therefore Stephen, in his solemn dying,
invocation, fixeth his faith and hope distinctly on him, Acts vii. 59, 60, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit;” and, “Lord, lay not thissin to their charge;” — for he knew that the Son of man had power
to forgive sins also. And this worship of the Lord Jesus, the apostle makes the discriminating
character of the saints, 1 Cor. i. 2, “With all,” saith he, “that in every place call upon the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours;” that is, with all the saints of God. And invocation
generally comprises the whole worship of God. This, then, is the due of our Mediator, though as
God, as the Son, — not as Mediator.

3. Thus aso is it in reference unto the HoLy SpiriT of grace. The closing of the great sin of
unbelief is still described as an opposition unto, and a resisting of that Holy spirit. And you have
distinct mention of the love of the Spirit, Rom. xv. 30. The apostle also peculiarly directs his
supplication to him in that solemn benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14, “ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thelove of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, bewith you all.” And such benedictions
areoriginally supplications. Heislikewise entitled unto all instituted worship, from the appoi ntment
of the administration of baptism in his name, Matt. xxviii. 19. Of which things more afterward.

Now, of the things which have been delivered thisis the sum:— thereis no grace whereby our
souls go forth unto God, no act of divine worship yielded unto him, duty or obedience performed,
but they are distinctly directed unto Father, Son, and Spirit. Now, by these and such like ways as
these, do we hold communion with God; and therefore we have that communion distinctly, as has
been described.

Thisalso may farther appear, if we consider how distinctly the persons of the Deity arerevealed
to act in the communication of those good things, wherein the saints have communion with God.
Asall the spiritual ascending of their souls are assigned unto them respectively, so al their internal
receiving of the communications of God unto them are held out in such a distribution as points at
distinct rises and fountains (though not of being in themselves, yet) of dispensations unto us. Now
thisis declared two ways.—

(1.) Whenthe samethingis, at the sametime, ascribed jointly and yet distinctly to al the persons
in the Deity, and respectively to each of them. So are grace and peace, Rev. i. 4, 5, “ Grace be unto
you, and peace, from him whichis, and which was, and which isto come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,” etc. The seven
Spirits before the throne, are the holy Spirit of God, considered as the perfect fountain of every
perfect gift and dispensation. All are here joined together, and yet all mentioned as distinguished
in their communication of grace and peace unto the saints. “ Grace and peace be unto you, from the
Father, and from,” etc.

(2.) When the same thing is attributed severally and singly unto each person. Thereis, indeed,
no gracious influence from above, no illapse of light, life, love, or grace upon our hearts, but
proceedeth in such a dispensation. | shall give only one instance, which is very comprehensive,
and may be thought to comprise al other particulars; and thisis Teaching. The teaching of God is
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the real communication of all and every particular emanation from himself unto the saints whereof
they are made partakers. That promise, “They shall be all taught of God,” inwraps in itself the
whole mystery of grace, as to its actual dispensation unto us, so far as we may be made real
possessors of it. Now thisis assigned, —

[1.] Unto the FaTHER. The accomplishment of that promise is peculiarly referred to him, John
vi. 45, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that
has heard, and haslearned of the Father, comesunto me.” Thisteaching, whereby we are translated
from death unto life, brought unto Christ, unto a participation of life and love in him, — it is of
and from the Father: him we hear, of him we learn, by him are we brought unto union and
communion with the Lord Jesus. Thisis hisdrawing us, his begetting us anew of his own will, by
his Spirit; and in which work he employs the ministers of the gospel, Acts xxvi. 17, 18.

[2.] Unto the Son. The Father proclaims him from heaven to be the great teacher, in that solemn
charge to hear him, which came once [and] again from the excellent glory: “This is my beloved
Son; hear him.” The whole of his prophetical, and no small part of his kingly office, consists in
this teaching; herein is he said to draw men unto him, as the Father is said to do in his teaching,
John xii. 32; which he does with such efficacy, that “the dead hear hisvoice and live.” Theteaching
of the Son isalife-giving, a spirit-breathing teaching; — an effectual influence of light, whereby
he shines into darkness; a communication of life, quickening the dead; an opening of blind eyes,
and changing of hard hearts; a pouring out of the Spirit, with al the fruits thereof. Hence he claims
it as his privilege to be the sole master, Matt. xxiii. 10, “One is your Master, even Christ.”

[3.] Tothe SpiriT. John xiv. 26, “ The Comforter, he shall teach you al things.” “ But the anointing
which ye have received,” saith the apostle, “abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach
you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even as it
has taught you, ye shall abidein him,” 1 Johnii. 27. That teaching unction which is not only true,
but truth itself, is only the Holy Spirit of God: so that he teacheth also; being given unto us “that
we might know thethingsthat are freely givento usof God,” 1 Cor. ii. 12. | have chosen this special
instance because, as | told you, it is comprehensive, and comprisesin itself most of the particulars
that might be an numerated, — quickening, preserving, etc.

This, then, farther drives on the truth that lies under demonstration; there being such a distinct
communication of grace from the several persons of the Deity, the saints must needs have distinct
communion with them.

It remaineth only to intimate, in aword, wherein this distinctions lies, and what is the ground
thereof. Now, thisis, that the Father does it by the way of original authority; the Son by the way
of communicating from a purchased treasury; the Holy Spirit by the way of immediate efficacy.

1st. The Father communicates all grace by the way of original authority: He quickeneth wHom
HEwILL, John v. 21. “OF HisowN wiLL begat he us,” Jamesi. 18. Life-giving power is, in respect of
original authority, invested in the Father by the way of eminency; and therefore, in sending of the
quickening Spirit, Christ is said to do it from the Father, or the Father himself to do it. “But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send,” John xiv. 26. “But when the
Comforter iscome, whom | will send unto you from the Father,” John xv. 26; — though he be also
said to send him himself, on another account, John xvi. 7.

2dly. The Son, by the way of making out a purchased treasury: “Of his fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace,” Johni. 16. And whence is this fulness? “It pleased the Father that
in him should all fulness dwell,” Coal. i. 19. And upon what account he has the dispensation of that
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fulness to him committed you may see, Phil. ii. 8-11. “When thou shalt make his soul an offering
for sin, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lorp shall prosper in his hand. He shall
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities,” Isa. liii. 10, 11. And with this fulness he has aso
authority for the communication of it, John v. 25-27; Matt. xxviii. 18.

3dly. The Spirit does it by the way of immediate efficacy, Rom. viii. 11, “But if the Spirit of
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Here are al three comprised,
with their distinct concurrence unto our quickening. Here is the Father’ s authoritative quickening,
— “Heraised Christ from the dead, and he shall quicken you;” and the Son’ s mediatory quickening,
— for itisdonein “the death of Christ;” and the Spirit’simmediate efficacy, — “He shall do it by
the Spirit that dwelleth in you.” He that desires to see this whole matter farther explained, may
consult what | have el sewhere written on this subject. And thusis the distinct communion whereof
we treat both proved and demonstrated.

Chapter 3.

Of the peculiar and distinct communion which the saints have with the Father — Observations for
the clearing of the whole premised — Our peculiar communion with the Father isin love— 1 John
iv. 7, 8; 2 Cor. xiii. 14; John xvi. 26, 27; Rom. v. 5; John iii. 16, xiv. 23; Tit. iii. 4, opened to this
purpose — What is required of believers to hold communion with the Father in love — His love
received by faith — Returns of love to him — God’ s love to us and ours to him — Wherein they
agree — Wherein they differ.

Having proved that there is such adistinct communion in respect of Father, Son, and Spirit, as
whereof we speak, it remains that it be farther cleared up by an induction of instances, to manifest
what [it is], and wherein the saints peculiarly hold this communion with the several persons
respectively: which also | shall do, after the premising some observations, necessary to be previoudy
considered, as was promised, for the clearing of what has been spoken. And they are these that
follow:—

1. When | assign any thing as peculiar wherein we distinctly hold communion with any person,
| do not exclude the other persons from communion with the soul in the very samething. Only this,
| say, principally, immediately, and by the way of eminency, we have, in such athing, or in such
away, communion with some one person; and therein with the others secondarily, and by the way
of consequence on that foundation; for the person, as the person, of any one of them, is not the
prime object of divine worship, but asit is identified with the nature or essence of God. Now, the
works that outwardly are of God (called “Trinitatis ad extra’), which are commonly said to be
common and undivided, are either wholly so, and in all respects, asall works of common providence;
or else, being common in respect of their acts, they are distinguished in respect of that principle,
or next and immediate rise in the manner of operation: so creation is appropriated to the Father,
redemption to the Son. In which sense we speak of these things.
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2. There is a concurrence of the acting and operations of the whole Deity in that dispensation,
wherein each person concurs to the work of our salvation, unto every act of our communion with
each singular person. Look, by what act soever we hold communion with any person, there is an
influence from every person to the putting forth of that act. As, suppose it to be the act of faith:—
It is bestowed on us by the Father: “It isnot of yourselves: it isthe gift of God,” Eph. ii. 8. Itisthe
Father that reveal eth the gospel, and Christ therein, Matt. xi. 25. And it is purchased for us by the
Son: “Unto you it is given in the behalf of Chrigt, to believe on him,” Phil. i. 29. In him are we
“blessed with spiritual blessings,” Eph. i. 3. He bestows on us, and increaseth faith in us, Luke xvii.
5. And it iswrought in us by the Spirit; he administers that “exceeding greatness of his power,”
which he exerciseth towards them who believe, “according to the working of his mighty power,
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,” Eph. i 19, 20; Rom. viii. 11.

3. When | assign any particular thing wherein we hold communion with any person, | do not
do it exclusively unto other mediums of communion; but only by the way of inducing a special and
eminent instance for the proof and manifestation of the former general assertion: otherwise there
isno grace or duty wherein we have not communion with God in the way described. In every thing
wherein we are made partakers of the divine nature, there isacommunication and receiving between
God and us; so near are we unto himin Christ.

4. By asserting this distinct communion, which merely respects that order in the dispensation
of grace which God is pleased to hold out in the gospel, | intend not in the least to shut up all
communion with God under these precincts (hisways being exceeding broad, containing aperfection
whereof there is no end), nor to prejudice that holy fellowship we have with the whole Deity, in
our walking before him in covenant-obedience; which also, God assisting, | shall handle hereafter.

These few observations being premised, | come now to declare what it is wherein peculiarly
and eminently the saints have communion with the Father; and this is love, — free, undeserved,
and eternal love. Thisthe Father peculiarly fixes upon the saints; this they are immediately to eye
in him, to receive of him, and to make such returns thereof as he is delighted withal. Thisis the
great discovery of the gospel: for whereas the Father, as the fountain of the Deity, is not known
any other way but asfull of wrath, anger, and indignation against sin, nor can the sons of men have
any other thoughts of him (Rom. i. 18; Isa. xxxiii. 13, 14; Hab. i. 13; Ps. v. 4-6; Eph. ii. 3), — here
heisnow revealed peculiarly aslove, asfull of it unto us; the manifestation whereof isthe peculiar
work of the gospdl, Tit. iii. 4.

1. 1Johniv. 8, “Godislove.” That the name of God is here taken personally, and for the person
of the Father, not essentialy, is evident from verse 9, where he is distinguished from his only
begotten Son whom he sends into the world. Now, saith he, “ The Father islove;” that is, not only
of aninfinitely gracious, tender, compassionate, and loving nature, according as he has proclaimed
himself, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7, but also one that eminently and peculiarly dispenseth himself unto us
infreelove.” So the apostle setsit forth in the following verses: “Thisislove,” verse 9; — “This
isthat which | would have you take notice of in him, that he makes out love unto you, in ‘sending
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.” ” So aso, verse 10, “He
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” And that thisis peculiarly to be eyed
in him, the holy Ghost plainly declares, in making it antecedent to the sending of Christ, and all
mercies and benefits whatever by him received. This love, | say, in itself, is antecedent to the
purchase of Christ, although the whole fruit thereof be made out alone thereby, Eph. i. 4-6.
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2. Soin that distribution made by the apostle in his solemn parting benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14,
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, THE LovE oF Gop, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be
withyou all.” Ascribing sundry things unto the distinct persons, it islove that he peculiarly assigns
to the Father. And the fellowship of the Spirit is mentioned with the grace of Christ and the love
of God, because it is by the Spirit alone that we have fellowship with Christ in grace, and with the
Father in love, athough we have also peculiar fellowship with him; as shall be declared.

3. John xvi. 26, 27, saith our Saviour, “I say not unto you, that | will pray the Father for you;
for the Father himself loveth you.” But how isthis, that our Saviour saith, “| say not that | will pray
the Father for you,” when he saith plainly, chap. xiv. 16, “I will pray the Father for you?’ The
disciples, with all the gracious words, comfortable and faithful promises of their Master, with most
heavenly discoveries of his heart unto them, were even fully convinced of his dear and tender
affections towards them; as also of his continued care and kindness, that he would not forget them
when bodily he was gone from them, as he was now upon his departure: but now all their thoughts
are concerning the Father, how they should be accepted with him, what respect he had towards
them. Saith our Saviour, “Take no care of that, nay, impose not that upon me, of procuring the
Father’ slove for you; but know that thisis his peculiar respect towards you, and which you arein
him: ‘He himself lovesyou.’ Itistrue, indeed (and as| told you), that | will pray the Father to send
you the Spirit, the Comforter, and with him all the gracious fruits of hislove; but yet in the point
of loveitself, free love, eternal love, thereis no need of any intercession for that: for eminently the
Father himself loves you. Resolve of that, that you may hold communion with himin it, and be no
more troubled about it. Yea, as your great trouble is about the Father’s love, so you can no way
more trouble or burden him, than by your unkindness in not believing of it.” So it must needs be
where sincere love is questioned.

4. The apostle teaches the same, Rom. v. 5, “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost, which isgiven unto us.” God, whose lovethisis, is plainly distinguished from the
Holy Ghost, who sheds abroad that love of his; and, verse 8, heis also distinguished from the Son,
for it isfrom that love of histhat the Son is sent: and therefore it is the Father of whom the apostle
here specially speaketh. And what isit that he ascribes to him? Even love; which also, verse 8, he
commendeth to us, — setsit forth in such asignal and eminent expression, that we may take notice
of it, and close with him in it. To carry this business to its height, there is not only most frequent
peculiar mention of the love of God, where the Father is eminently intended, and of the love of the
Father expresdly, but heisalso called “The God of love,” 2 Cor. xiii. 11, and is said to be “love:”
so that whoever will know him, 1 John iv. 8, or dwell in him by fellowship or communion, verse
16, must do it asheislove.”

5. Nay, whereasthereisatwofold divinelove, beneplaciti and amicitiag alove of good pleasure
and destination, and alove of friendship and approbation, they are both peculiarly assigned to the
Father in an eminent manner:—

(1.) Johniii. 16, “ God so loved theworld, that he gave,” etc.; that is, with the love of hispurpose
and good pleasure, his determinate will of doing good. Thisisdistinctly ascribed to him, being laid
down as the cause of sending his Son. So Rom. ix. 11, 12; Eph. i. 4, 5; 2 Thessii. 13, 14; 1 John
iv. 8, 9.

(2.) John xiv. 23, there is mention of that other kind of love whereof we speak. “1f aman love
me,” saith Christ, “he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him.” The love of friendship and approbation is here eminently
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ascribed to him. Says Christ, “Wewill come,” even Father and Son, “to such aone, and dwell with
him;” that is, by the Spirit: but yet he would have us take notice, that, in point of love, the Father
has a peculiar prerogative: “My Father will love him.”

6. Yea, and asthisloveis peculiarly to be eyed in him, so it isto be looked on as the fountain
of all following gracious dispensations. Christianswalk oftentimeswith exceedingly troubled hearts,
concerning the thoughts of the Father towards them. They are well persuaded of the Lord Christ
and hisgood-will; the difficulty liesin what istheir acceptance with the Father, — what ishis heart
towards them? “ Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us,” John xiv. 8. Now, this ought to be so far
away, that hislove ought to be looked on as the fountain from whence al other sweetnesses flow.
Thusthe apostle setsit out, Tit. iii. 4, “ After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward
man appeared.” It is of the Father of whom he speaks; for, verse 6, he tells us that “ he makes out
unto us,” or “shedsthat love upon us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” And thislove
he makes the hinge upon which the great ateration and trandlation of the saints doesturn; for, saith
he, verse 3, “We ourselves al so were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving diverslusts
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.” All naught, all out of
order, and vile. Whence, then, isour recovery? Thewholerise of it isfrom thislove of God, flowing
out by the ways there described. For when the kindness and love of God appeared, — that is, in
the fruits of it, — then did this alteration ensue. To secure us hereof, there is not any thing that has
a loving and tender nature in the world, and does act suitably whereunto, which God has not
compared himself unto. Separate all weakness and imperfection which is in them, yet great
impressions of love must abide. He is as a father, a mother, a shepherd, a hen over chickens, and
thelike, Ps. ciii. 13; Isa. Ixiii. 16; Matt. vi. 6; Isa. Ixvi. 13; Ps. xxiii. 1; Isa. xI. 11; Matt. xxiii. 37.

| shall not need to add any more proofs. Thisisthat which is demonstrated:— Thereislovein
the person of the Father peculiarly held out unto the saints, as wherein he will and does hold
communion with them.

Now, to complete communion with the Father in love, two things are required of believers.—
(1.) That they receiveit of him. (2.) That they make suitable returns unto him.

(1.) That they do receive it. Communion consistsin giving and receiving. Until the love of the
Father be received, we have no communion with him therein. How, then, isthislove of the Father
to be received, so as to hold fellowship with him? | answer, By faith. The receiving of it is the
believing of it. God has so fully, so eminently revealed his love, that it may be received by faith.
“Yebelievein God,” John xiv. 1; that is, the Father. And what is to be believe in him? His love;
for heis“love,” 1 Johniv. 8.

It istrue, there is not an immediate acting of faith upon the Father, but by the Son. “He is the
way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father but by him,” John xiv. 6. He is the
merciful high priest over the house of God, by whom we have access to the throne of grace: by him
is our manuduction unto the Father; by him we believe in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. But thisisthat | say,
— When by and through Christ we have an access unto the Father, we then behold his glory also,
and see his love that he peculiarly bears unto us, and act faith thereon. We are then, | say, to eye
it, to believeit, to receiveit, asin him; the issues and fruits thereof being made out unto usthrough
Christ alone. Though there be no light for us but in the beams, yet we may by beams see the sun,
which isthe fountain of it. Though all our refreshment actualy lie in the streams, yet by them we
are led up unto the fountain. Jesus Christ, in respect of the love of the Father, is but the beam, the
stream; wherein though actually all our light, our refreshment lies, yet by him we are led to the
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fountain, the sun of eternal love itself. Would believers exercise themselves herein, they would
find it amatter of no small spiritual improvement in their walking with God.

Thisisthat whichisaimed at. Many dark and disturbing thoughts are apt to arise in this thing.
Few can carry up their hearts and minds to this height by faith, asto rest their soulsin the love of
the Father; they live below it, in the troublesome region of hopes and fears, storms and clouds. All
here is serene and quiet. But how to attain to this pitch they know not. Thisisthe will of God, that
he may always be eyed as benign, kind, tender, loving, and unchangeable therein; and that peculiarly
as the Father, as the great fountain and spring of all gracious communications and fruits of love.
Thisisthat which Christ cametoreveal, — God asaFather, Johni. 18; that name which he declares
to those who are given him out of the world, John xvii. 6. And thisisthat which he effectually leads
us to by himself, as he isthe only way of going to God as a Father, John xiv. 5, 6; that is, as love:
and by doing so, gives us the rest which he promiseth; for the love of the Father isthe only rest of
the soul. It istrue, as was said, we do not thisformally in the first instant of believing. We believe
in God through Christ, 1 Pet. i. 21; faith seeks out rest for the soul. Thisis presented to it by Christ,
the mediator, as the only procuring cause. Here it abides not, but by Christ it has an access to the
Father, Eph. ii. 18, — into hislove; finds out that heislove, as having adesign, a purpose of love,
a good pleasure towards us from eternity, — a delight, a complacency, a good-will in Christ, —
all cause of anger and aversation being taken away. The soul being thus, by faith through Christ,
and by him, brought into the bosom of God, into acomfortable persuasion and spiritual perception
and sense of hislove, there reposes and restsitself. And thisisthefirst thing the saints do, in their
communion with the Father; of the due improvement whereof, more afterward.

(2.) For that suitable return which is required, this also (in amain part of it, beyond which |
shall not now extend it) consisteth in love. God loves, that he may be beloved. When he comes to
command the return of hisreceived love, to complete communion with him, he says, “My son, give
methine heart,” Prov. xxiii. 26, — thy affections, thy love. “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind,” Luke x. 27;
thisisthe return that he demandeth. When the soul sees God, in hisdispensation of love, to belove,
to be infinitely lovely and loving, rests upon and delights in him as such, then has it communion
with himinlove. Thisislove, that God loves usfirst, and then we love him again. | shall not now
go forth into a description of divine love. Generally, love is an affection of union and nearness,
with complacency therein. So long as the Father is looked on under any other apprehension, but
only as acting love upon the soul, it breedsin the soul a dread and aversation. Hence the flying and
hiding of sinners, in the Scriptures. But when he who is the Father is considered as afather, acting
love on the soul, thineraisesit tolove again. Thisis, infaith, the ground of all acceptable obedience,
Deut. v. 10; Exod. xx. 6; Deut. x. 12, xi. 1, 13, xiii. 3.

Thus is this whole business stated by the apostle, Eph. i. 4, “ According as he has chosen usin
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love.” It beginsin the love of God, and endsin our love to him. That isit which the eternal love of
God aimsat in us, and works us up unto. Itistrue, our universal obediencefallswithin the compass
of our communion with God; but that is with him as God, our blessed sovereign, lawgiver, and
rewarder: as heisthe Father, our Father in Christ, asrevealed unto usto belove, above and contrary
to all the expectations of the natural man; so it isin love that we have this intercourse with him.
Nor do | intend only that love which is as the life and form of all moral obedience; but a peculiar
delight and acquiescing in the Father, revealed effectually as love unto the soul.
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That this communion with the Father in love may be made the more clear and evident, | shall
show two things.— [1.] Wherein thislove of God unto us and our love to him do agree, asto some
manner of analogy and likeness. [2.] Wherein they differ; which will farther discover the nature of
each of them.

[1.] They agree in two things.—

1st. That they’ are each alove of rest and complacency.

(1st.) The love of God is so. Zeph. iii. 17, “The Lorp thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
he will save, he will rgjoice over thee with joy, he will rest in his love; he will joy over thee with
singing.” Both these things are here assigned unto God in hislove, — rest and peLiGHT. The words

are, AR WM — “He shall be silent because of his love.” To rest with contentment is
expressed by being silent; that is, without repining, without complaint. This God does upon the
account of hisown love, so full, so every way complete and absolute, that it will not allow him to
complain of any thing in them whom he loves, but he is silent on the account thereof. Or, “Rest in
hislove;” that is, he will not removeit, — he will not seek farther for another object. It shall make
its abode upon the soul whereit isoncefixed, for ever. And comPLACENCY Or DELIGHT: “Herejoiceth
with singing;” as one that is fully satisfied in that object he has fixed his love on. Here are two

words used to express the delight and joy that God has in his love, — & and 5";:. The first
denotes the inward affection of the mind, joy of heart; and to set out the intenseness hereof, it is
said he shall do it ﬂ;‘rp_w;l, — in gladness, or with joy. To have joy of heart in gladness, is the
highest expression of delight in love. The latter word denotes not the inward affection, but the

outwards demonstration of it: dyaAAidv seems to be formed of it. It is to exult in outward
demonstration of internal delight and joy; — “Tripudiare,” to leap, as men overcome with some

joyful surprisal. And therefore God is said to do this 77372 — with ajoyful sound, or singing. To
rejoice with gladness of heart, to exult with singing and praise, argues the greatest delight and
complacency possible. When he would express the contrary of thislove, he says o0k 08610, —
“he was not well pleased,” 1 Cor. x. 5; he fixed not his delight nor rest on them. And, “If any man
draw back, the Lord’s soul has no pleasure in him,” Heb. x. 38; Jer. xxii. 28; Hos. viii. 8; Mal. i.
10. Hetakes pleasure in those that abide with him. He singsto his church, “A vineyard of red wine:
| the Lorp do keep it,” Isa. xxvii. 2, 3; Ps. cxlvii. 11, cxlix. 4. Thereisrest and complacency in his
love. Thereisin the Hebrew but a metathesis of aletter between the word that signifies alove of

will and desire (2778 is so to love), and that which denotes alove of rest and acquiescence (which

is, i1AR); and both are applied to God. He wills good to us, that he may rest in that will. Some say,

ayandv, “to love,” is from dyav moébecbar, perfectly to acquiesce in the thing loved. And when
God callshis Son &yanntdv, “beloved,” Matt. iii. 17, he adds, asan exposition of it, v ¢ 086knoa,
“inwhom | rest well pleased.”

(2dly.) The return that the saints make unto him, to complete communion with him herein,
holds some analogy with hislovein this; for it isalove aso of rest and delight. “Return unto thy
rest, my soul,” says David, Ps. cxvi. 7. He makes God his rest; that is, he in whom his soul does
rest, without seeking farther for amore suitable and desirable object. “Whom havel,” saith he, “in
heaven but thee and there is none upon earth that | desire beside thee,” Ps. Ixxiii. 25. Thus the soul
gathersitself from all its wanderings, from all other beloveds, to rest in God alone, — to satiate
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and content itself in him; choosing the Father for his present and eternal rest. And this also with
delight. “Thy loving-kindness,” saith the psalmist, “is better than life; therefore will | praise thee,”

Ps. Ixiii. 3. “Than life,” @71, — before lives. | will not deny but life in a single consideration

sometimesis so expressed, but always emphatically; so that thewholelife, with al the concernments
of it, which may render it considerable, are thereby intended. Austin, on thisplace, reading it “ super
vitas,” extends it to the several courses of life that men engage themselves in. Life, in the whole
continuance of it, with all its advantages whatever, is at least intended. Supposing himself in the
jaws of death, rolling into the grave through innumerable troubles, yet he found more sweetness
in God thaninalong life, under its best and most noble considerations, attended with all enjoyments
that makeit pleasant and comfortable. From both theseisthat of the church, in Hos. xiv. 3, “ Asshur
shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our
hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy”. They reject the most goodly
appearances of rest and contentment, to make up all in God, on whom they cast themselves, as
otherwise helpless orphans.

2dly. The mutual love of God and the saints agrees in this, — that the way of communicating
the issues and fruits of these lovesisonly in Christ. The Father communicates no issue of hislove
unto us but through Christ; and we make no return of love unto him but through Christ. He is the
treasury wherein the Father disposeth al the riches of his grace, taken from the bottomless mine
of hiseternal love; and heisthe priest into whose hand we put all the offerings that we return unto
the Father. Thence heisfirst, and by way of eminency, said to love the Son; not only as his eternal
Son, — as he was the delight of his soul before the foundation of the world, Prov. viii. 30, — but
also as our mediator, and the means of conveying hisloveto us, Matt. iii. 17; Johniii. 35, v. 20, X.
17, xv. 9, xvii. 24. And we are said through him to believe in and to have access to God.

(1st.) The Father loves us, and “chose us before the foundation of the world;” but in the pursuit
of that love, he “blesseth us with al spiritual blessings in heavenly placesin Christ,” Eph. i. 3, 4.
From hislove, he shedsor pours out the Holy Spirit richly upon us, through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
Tit. iii. 6. In the pouring out of hislove, there is not one drop falls besides the Lord Christ. The
holy anointing oil was all poured on the head of Aaron, Ps. cxxxiii. 2; and thence went down to the
skirtsof hisclothing. Loveisfirst poured out on Christ; and from him it drops asthe dew of Herman
upon the souls of hissaints. The Father will have him to have “in all thingsthe pre-eminence,” Col.
i.18; “it pleased him that in him al fulness should dwell,” verse 19; that “ of his fulness we might
receive, and gracefor grace,” Johni. 16. Though thelove of the Father’ s purpose and good pleasure
haveitsrise and foundation in his mere grace and will, yet the design of itsaccomplishment isonly
in Christ. All the fruits of it are first given to him; and it isin him only that they are dispensed to
us. So that though the saints may, nay, do, see an infinite ocean of love unto them in the bosom of
the Father, yet they are not to look for one drop from him but what comes through Christ. Heisthe
only means of communications. Love in the Father islike honey in the flower; — it must be in the
comb beforeit befor our use. Christ must extract and prepare thishoney for us. He drawsthiswater
from the fountain through union and dispensation of fulness; — we by faith, from the wells of
salvation that are in him. Thiswas in part before discovered.

(2dly.) Our returns are al in him, and by him also. And well is it with us that it is so. What
lame and blind sacrifices should we otherwise present unto God! He bears the iniquity of our
offerings, and he adds incense unto our prayers. Our love isfixed on the Father; but it is conveyed
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to him through the Son of hislove. He is the only way for our graces as well as our persons to go
unto God; through him passeth all our desire, our delight, our complacency, our obedience. Of
which more afterward.

Now, in these two things there is some resemblance between that mutual love of the Father and
the saints wherein they hold communion.

[2.] There are sundry things wherein they differ:—

1st. Thelove of God is alove of bounty; our love unto him isalove of duty.

(1st.) The love of the Father is alove of bounty, — a descending love; such alove as carries
him out to do good things to us, great things for us. Hislove lies at the bottom of all dispensations
towards us; and we scarce anywhere find any mention of it, but it is held out as the cause and
fountain of some free gift flowing from it. He loves us, and sends his Son to diefor us;, — he loves
us, and blesseth us with all spiritual blessings. Loving is choosing, Rom. ix. 11, 12. He loves us
and chastiseth us. [It is] alove like that of the heavens to the earth, when, being full of rain, they
pour forth showers to make it fruitful; as the sea communicates its waters to the rivers by the way
of bounty, out of its own fulness, — they return unto it only what they receive fromit. It isthe love
of aspring, of afountain, — always communicating; — alove from whence proceeds every thing
that islovely inits object. It infuseth into, and creates goodness in, the persons beloved. And this
answers the description of love given by the philosopher. “To love,” saith he, “€ot1 foUAecBon Tivi
& ofetat ayaOd kol katd dVaptv Tpaktikov tovwv.” Hethat lovesworks out good to them heloveth,
as heisable. God s power and will are commensurate; — what he willeth he worketh.

(2dly.) Our love unto God is alove of duty, the love of a child. His love descends upon usin
bounty and fruitfulness; our love ascends unto him in duty and thankfulness. He adds to us by his
love; we nothing to him by ours. Our goodness extends not unto him. Though our love be fixed on
him immediately, yet no fruit of our love reacheth him immediately; though he requires our love,
he is not benefited by it, Job xxxv. 5-8, Rom. xi. 35, Job xxii. 2, 3. It is indeed made up of these
four things.— 1. Rest; 2. Delight; 3. Reverence; 4. Obedience. By these do we hold communion
with the Father in his love. Hence God calls that love which is due to him as a father, “honour,”
Mal.i. 6, “If | be afather, where is mine honour?’ It is a deserved act of duty.

2dly. They differ in thiss— The love of the Father unto us is an antecedent love; our love unto
him is a consequent love.

(1st.) The love of the Father unto usis an antecedent love, and that in two respects.—

[1st.] It is antecedent in respect of our love, 1 Johniv. 10, “Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us.” His love goes before ours. The father loves the child, when the child
knows not the father, much lessloveshim. Y ea, we are by nature ©sootuyeig, Rom. i. 30, — haters
of God. Heisin hisown nature @iA&v6pwmnog, — alover of men; and surely all mutual love between
him and us must begin on his hand.

[2dly.] Inrespect of all other causes of love whatever. It goes not only before our love, but also
any thing in usthat islovely. Rom. v. 8, “God commendeth his love towards us, in that whilst we
were yet sinners Christ died for us.” Not only his love, but the eminent fruit thereof, is made out
towardsusassinners. Sin holds out al of unloveliness and undesirablenessthat can bein acreature.
The very mention of that removes all causes, all moving occasions of love whatever. Y et, as such,
have we the commendation of the Father’ slove unto us, by amost signal testimony. Not only when
we have done no good, but when we arein our blood, does he love us; — not because we are better
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than others, but because himself isinfinitely good. His kindness appears when we are foolish and
disobedient. Hence he is said to “love the world;” that is, those who have nothing but what isin
and of the world, whose whole [portion] liesin evil.

(2dly.) Our love is consequential in both these regards.—

[1st.] In respect of the love of God. Never did creature turn his affections towards God, if the
heart of God were not first set upon him.

[2dly.] In respect of sufficient causes of love. God must be revealed unto us as lovely and
desirable, as afit and suitable object unto the soul to set up its rest upon, before we can bear any
love unto him. The saints (in this sense) do not love God for nothing, but for that excellency,
loveliness, and desirableness that isin him. As the psamist says, in one particular, Ps. cxvi. 1, “I
love the Lorp, BECAUSE!” so may we in general; we lovethe Lord, Because! Or, as David in another
case, “What have | now done?isthere not acause?’ If any man inquire about our love to God, we
may say, “What have we now done? is there not a cause?’

3dly. They differ inthisalso.— Thelove of God islike himself, — equal, constant, not capable
of augmentation or diminution; our loveislike ourselves, — unegual, increasing, waning, growing,
declining. His, like the sun, always the samein itslight, though a cloud may sometimesinterpose;
ours, as the moon, has its enlargements and straitenings.

(1st.) The love of the Father is equal, etc.; whom he loves, he loves unto the end, and he loves
them always aike. “The Strength of Israel is hot aman, that he should repent.” On whom he fixes
hislove, itisimmutable; it does not grow to eternity, it isnot diminished at any time. Itisan eternal
love, that had no beginning, that shall have no ending; that cannot be heightened by any act of ours,
that cannot be lessened by any thing in us. | say, initself it isthus; otherwise, in atwofold regard,
it may admit of change.—

[1st.] In respect of itsfruits. It is, as| said, afruitful love, alove of bounty. In reference unto
those fruits, it may sometimes be greater, sometimes less; its communications are various. Who
among the saintsfindsit not [so]? What life, what light, what strength, sometimes! and again, how
dead, how dark, how weak! as God is pleased to let out or to restrain the fruits of hislove. All the
graces of the Spirit in us, all sanctified enjoyments whatever, are fruits of hislove. How variously
these are dispensed, how differently at sundry seasons to the same persons, experience will
abundantly testify.

[2dly.] In respect of its discoveries and manifestations. He “ sheds abroad hislove in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost,” Rom. v. 5, — gives us a sense of it, manifestsit unto us. Now, thisis various
and changeabl e, sometimes more, sometimes less; now he shines, anon hides hisface, asit may be
for our profit. Our Father will not always chide, lest we be cast down; he does not always smile,
lest we be full and neglect him: but yet, still hislovein itself isthe same. When for alittle moment
he hides his face, yet he gathers us with everlasting kindness.

Objection. But you will say, “This comes nigh to that blasphemy, that God loves his peoplein
their sinning as well asin their strictest obedience; and, if so, who will care to serve him more, or
to walk with him unto well-pleasing?’

Answer. There are few truths of Christ which, from some or other, have not received like
entertainment with this. Terms and appellations are at the will of every imposer; things are not at
al varied by them. The love of God in itself is the eternal purpose and act of hiswill. Thisis no
more changeable than God himself: if it were, no flesh could be saved; but its changeth not, and
we are not consumed. What then?loves he his peoplein their sinning? Y es; his people, — not their
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sinning. Alters he not hislove towards them? Not the purpose of hiswill, but the dispensations of
his grace. He rebukes them, he chastens them, he hides hisface from them, he smitesthem, hefills
them with a sense of [his] indignation; but woe, woe would it be to us, should he change in his
love, or take away his kindness from us! Those very things which seem to be demonstrations of
the change of his affections towards his, do as clearly proceed from love as those which seem to
be the most genuineissuesthereof. “But will not thisencourageto sin?” He never tasted of thelove
of God that can seriously make this objection. The doctrine of grace may be turned into wantonness;
the principle cannot. | shall not wrong the saints by giving another answer to this objection:
Detestation of sinin any may well consist with the acceptation of their persons, and their designation
to life eternal.

But now our loveto God is ebbing and flowing, waning and increasing. We lose our first love,
and we grow again in love; — scarce aday at astand. What poor creatures are we! How unlike the
Lord and hislove! “Unstable as water, we cannot excel.” Now it is, “ Though all men forsake thee,
I will not;” anon, “I know not the man.” One day, “I shall never be moved, my hill is so strong;”
the next, “All men areliars, | shall perish.” When ever was the time, where ever was the place, that
our love was one day equal towards God?

And thus, these agreements and discrepancies do farther describe that mutual love of the Father
and the saints, wherein they hold communion. Other instances as to the person of the Father | shall
not give, but endeavour to make some improvement of thisin the next chapter.

Chapter 4.

Inferences on the former doctrine concerning communion with the Father in love.

Having thus discovered the nature of that distinct communion which we have with the Father,
it remaineth that we give some exhortations unto it, directions in it, and take some observations
fromit:—

1. First, then, thisisaduty wherein it ismost evident that Christians are but little exercised, —
namely, in holding immediate communion with the Father in love. Unacquaintedness with our
mercies, our privileges, isour sin aswell as our trouble. We hearken not to the voice of the Spirit
whichisgiven unto us, “that we may know the thingsthat are freely bestowed on us of God.” This
makes us go heavily, when we might rejoice; and to be weak, where we might be strong in the
Lord. How few of the saints are experimentally acquainted with this privilege of holdingimmediate
communion with the Father in love! With what anxious, doubtful thoughts do they look upon him!
What fears, what questioning arethere, of hisgood-will and kindness! At the best, many think there
is no sweetness at all in him towards us, but what is purchased at the high price of the blood of
Jesus. It istrue, that alone is the way of communication; but the free fountain and spring of al is
in the bosom of the Father. “Eternal life was with the Father, and is manifested unto us.” Let us,
then, —

(1.) Eyethe Father aslove; ook not on him as an always lowering father, but as one most kind
and tender. Let uslook on him by faith, as one that has had thoughts of kindness towards us from
everlasting. It is misapprehension of God that makes any run from him, who have the least breathing
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wrought in them after him. “They that know thee will put their trust in thee.” Men cannot abide
with God in spiritual meditations. He loseth soul’s company by their want of thisinsight into his
love. They fix their thoughts only on histerrible majesty, severity, and greatness; and so their spirits
are not endeared. Would a soul continually eye his everlasting tenderness and compassion, his
thoughts of kindness that have been from of old, his present gracious acceptance, it could not bear
an hour’ s absence from him; whereas now, perhaps, it cannot watch with him one hour. Let, then,
this be the saints’ first notion of the Father, — as one full of eternal, free love towards them: let
their hearts and thoughts be filled with breaking through all discouragements that lie in the way.
To raise them hereunto, let them consider, —

[1.] Whose love it is. It is the love of him who is in himself all sufficient, infinitely satiated
with himself and his own glorious excellencies and perfections; who has no need to go forth with
his love unto others, nor to seek an object of it without himself. There might he rest with delight
and complacency to eternity. He is sufficient unto his own love. He had his Son, aso, his eternal
Wisdom, to rejoice and delight himself in from all eternity, Prov. viii. 30. This might take up and
satiate the whole delight of the Father; but he will love his saints also. And it is such alove, as
wherein he seeks not his own satisfaction only, but our good therein also; — the love of a God, the
love of a Father, whose proper outgoings are kindness and bounty.

[2.] What kind of loveitis. Anditis, —

1st. Eternal. It was fixed on us before the foundation of the world. Before we were, or had done
the least good, then were his thoughts upon us, — then was his delight in us; — then did the Son
rejoice in the thoughts of fulfilling his Father’s delight in him, Prov. viii. 30. Yea, the delight of
the Father in the Son, there mentioned, is not so much his absolute delight in him as the express
image of his person and the brightness of hisglory, wherein he might behold al hisown excellencies
and perfections; as with respect unto his love and his delight in the sons of men. So the order of
the words require us to understand it: “I was daily his delight,” and, “My delights were with the
sonsof men;” that is, in the thoughts of kindness and redemption for them: and in that respect, also,
was he his Father’s delight. It was from eternity that he laid in his own bosom a design for our
happiness. The very thought of this is enough to make all that is within us, like the babe in the
womb of Elizabeth, to leap for joy. A sense of it cannot but prostrate our souls to the lowest
abasement of a humble, holy reverence, and make us rejoice before him with trembling.

2dly. Free. He loves us because he will; there was, thereis, nothing in us for which we should
be beloved. Did we deserve hislove, it must go lessin its valuation. Things of due debt are seldom
the matter of thankfulness; but that which is eternally antecedent to our being, must needs be
absolutely freein its respectsto our well-being. Thisgivesit life and being, isthe reason of it, and
setsa price upon it, Rom. ix. 11; Eph. i. 3, 4; Titusiii. 5; Jamesi. 18.

3dly. Unchangeable. Though we change every day, yet his love changeth not. Could any kind
of provocation turn it away, it had long since ceased. Its unchangeableness is that which carrieth
out the Father unto that infiniteness of patience and forbearance (without which we die, we perish),
2 Pet. iii. 9, which he exerciseth towards us. And it is, —

4thly. Distinguishing. He has not thus loved all the world: “Jacob have | loved, but Esau have
| hated.” Why should he fix his love on us, and pass by millions from whom we differ not bye
nature, — that he should make us sharers in that, and all the fruits of it, which most of the great
and wise men of the world are excluded from? | name but the heads of things. Let them enlarge
whose hearts are touched.
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Let, | say, the soul frequently eye the love of the Father, and that under these considerations,
— they are al soul-conquering and endearing.

(2.) Soeyeit astoreceiveit. Unlessthisbe added, all isin vain asto any communion with God.
We do not hold communion with him in any thing, until it be received by faith. This, then, is that
which | would provoke the saints of God unto, even to believe thislove of God for themselves and
their own part, — believe that such isthe heart of the Father towards them, — accept of hiswitness
herein. His love is not ours in the sweetness of it until it be so received. Continualy, then, act
thoughts of faith on God, as love to thee, — as embracing thee with the eternal free love before
described. When the Lord is, by his word, presented as such unto thee, let thy mind know it, and
assent that it is so; and thy will embrace it, in its being so; and all thy affections be filled with it.
Set thy whole heart to it; let it be bound with the cords of this love. If the King be bound in the
galleries with thy love, shouldst thou not be bound in heaven with his?

(3.) Let it have its proper fruit and efficacy upon thy heart, in return of love to him again. So
shall wewalk in the light of God’ s countenance, and hold holy communion with our Father al the
day long. Let us not deal unkindly with him, and return him dighting for his good-will. Let there
not be such a heart in us asto deal so unthankfully with our God.

2. Now, to further usin this duty, and the daily constant practice of it, | shall add one or two
considerations that may be of importance whereunto; as, —

(1.) Itisexceeding acceptable unto God, even our Father, that we should thus hold communion
with him in hislove, — that he may be received into our souls as one full of love, tenderness, and
kindness, towards us. Flesh and blood is apt to have very hard thoughts of him, — to think heis
always angry, yea, implacable; that it is not for poor creaturesto draw nigh to him; that nothing in
the world is more desirable than never to come into his presence, or, asthey say where he has any
thing to do. “Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings?’ say the sinnersin Zion. And, “1 knew thou wast an austere man,” saith the
evil servant in the gospels. Now, there is not any thing more grievous to the Lord, nor more
subservient to the design of Satan upon the soul, than such thoughts as these. Satan claps his hands
(if I may so say) when he can take up the soul with such thoughts of God: he has enough, — all
that he does desire. This has been his design and way from the beginning. The first blood that
murderer shed was by this means. He leads our first parents into hard thoughts of God: “Has God
said so? has he threatened you with death? He knows well enough it will be better with you;” —
with this engine did he batter and overthrow all mankind in one; and being mindful of his ancient
conquest, he readily useth the same weapons wherewith then he so successfully contended. Now,
it isexceeding grievousto the Spirit of God to be so slandered in the hearts of those whom he dearly
loves. How does he expostul ate thiswith Zion! “What iniquity have ye seenin me?’ saith he; “have
| been awilderness unto you, or aland of darkness?’ “Zion said, The Lorp has forsaken me, and
my Lord has forgotten me. Can awoman,” etc. The Lord takes nothing worse at the hands of his,
than such hard thoughts of him, knowing full well what fruit this bitter root islike to bear, — what
alienations of heart, — what drawings back, — what unbelief and tergiversations in our walking
with him. How unwilling is a child to come into the presence of an angry father! Consider, then,
this in the first place, — receiving of the Father as he holds out love to the soul, gives him the
honour he aims at, and is exceeding acceptable unto him. He often setsit out in an eminent manner,
that it may be so received:— “He commendeth his love toward us,” Rom. v. 8. “Behold, what
manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us!” 1 Johniiii. 1. Whence, then, is this folly? Men
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are afraid to have good thoughts of God. They think it a boldness to eye God as good, gracious,
tender, kind, loving: | speak of saints; but for the other side, they can judge him hard, austere,
severe, almost implacable, and fierce (the very worst affections of the very worst of men, and most
hated of him, Rom. i. 31; 2 Tim. iii. 3), and think herein they do well. Is not this soul-deceit from
Satan? Was it not his design from the beginning to inject such thoughts of God? Assure thyself,
then, there is nothing more acceptable unto the Father, than for us to keep up our hearts unto him
asthe eternal fountain of all that rich grace which flows out to sinnersin the blood of Jesus. And,

(2.) Thiswill be exceeding effectual to endear thy soul unto God, to cause thee to delight in
him, and to make thy abode with him. Many saints have no greater burden in their lives, than that
their hearts do not come clearly and fully up, constantly to delight and rejoice in God, — that there
is still an indisposedness of spirit unto close walking with him. What is at the bottom of this
distemper? Isit not their unskilfulnessin or neglect of this duty, even of holding communion with
the Father in love? So much as we see of the love of God, so much shall we delight in him, and no
more. Every other discovery of God, without this, will but make the soul fly from Him; but if the
heart be once much taken up with this the eminency of the Father’s love, it cannot choose but be
overpowered, conquered, and endeared unto him. This, if any thing, will work upon us to make
our abode with him. If the love of a father will not make a child delight in him, what will? Put,
then, thisto the venture: exercise your thoughts upon this very thing, the eternal, free, and fruitful
love of the Father, and seeif your hearts be not wrought upon to delight in him. | dare boldly say,
believers will find it as thriving a course as ever they pitched on in their lives. Sit down alittle at
the fountain, and you will quickly have afarther discovery of the sweetness of the streams. Y ou
who have run from him, will not be able, after awhile, to keep at a distance for a moment.

Objection 1. But some may say, “Alas! how shall | hold communion with the Father in love?
| know not at all whether he loves me or no; and shall | venture to cast myself upon it? How if |
should not be accepted? should | not rather perish for my presumption, than find sweetnessin his
bosom? God seems to me only as aconsuming fire and everlasting burnings; so that | dread to look
up unto him.”

Answer. | know not what may be understood by knowing of the love of God; though it be
carried on by spiritual sense and experience, yet it is received purely by believing. Our knowing
of it, isour believing of it as revealed. “We have known and believed the love that God has to us.
Godislove,” 1 Johniv. 16. Thisisthe assurance which, at the very entrance of walking with God,
thou mayest have of this love. He who is truth has said it; and whatever thy heart says, or Satan
says, unless thou wilt take it up on this account, thou does thy endeavour to make him aliar who
has spokenit, 1 John v. 10.

Obj. 2. “I can believe that God is love to others, for he has said he is love; but that he will be
S0 to me, | see no ground of persuasion; there is no cause, no reason in the world, why he should
turn one thought of love or kindness towards me: and therefore | dare not cast myself upon it, to
hold communion with him in his specia love.”

Ans. He has spoken it as particularly to thee asto any one in the world. And for cause of love,
he hasasmuchto fix it on thee as on any of the children of men; that is, none at all without himself.
So that | shall make speedy work with this objection. Never any one from the foundation of the
world, who believed such lovein the Father, and made returns of love to him again, was deceived,
neither shall ever any to the world’send be so, in so doing. Thou art, then, in this, upon amost sure
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bottom. If thou believest and receives the Father as love, he will infallibly be so to thee, though
others may fall under his severity. But, —

Obj. 3. “I cannot find my heart making returns of love unto God. Could | find my soul set upon
him, | could then believe his soul delighted in me.”

Ans. This is the most preposterous course that possibly thy thoughts can pitch upon, a most
ready way to rob God of hisglory. “Hereinislove,” saith the Holy Ghost, “ hot that we loved God,
but that he loved us’ first, 1 Johniv. 10, 11. Now, thou wouldst invert this order, and say, “Herein
islove, not that God loved me, but that | love him first.” Thisisto take the glory of God from him:
that, whereas he loves us without a cause that isin ourselves, and we have all cause in the world
to love him, thou wouldst have the contrary, namely, that something should be in thee for which
God should love thee, even thy love to him; and that thou shouldst love God, before thou knowest
any thing lovely in him, — namely, whether he love thee or no. Thisisacourse of flesh’sfinding
out, that will never bring glory to God, nor peace to thy own soul. Lay down, then, thy reasonings;
take up the love of the Father upon a pure act of believing, and that will open thy soul to let it out
unto the Lord in the communion of love.

To make yet some farther improvement of thistruth so opened and exhorted unto as before; —
it will discover unto us the eminency and privilege of the saints of God. What low thoughts soever
the sons of men may have of them, it will appear that they have meat to eat that the world knows
not of. They have close communion and fellowship with the Father. They deal with him in the
interchange of love. Men are generally esteemed according to the company they keep. It is an
honour to stand in the presence of princes, though but as servants. What honour, then, have all the
saints, to stand with boldnessin the presence of the Father, and there to enjoy hisbosom love! What
a blessing did the gqueen of Sheba pronounce on the servants of Solomon, who stood before him,
and heard his wisdom! How much more blessed, then, are they who stand continually before the
God of Solomon, hearing his wisdom, enjoying hislove! Whilst others have their fellowship with
Satan and their own lusts, making provision for them, and receiving perishing refreshments from
them, (“whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory isin their shame, who
mind earthly things,”) they have this sweet communion with the Father.

Moreover, what a safe and sweet retreat is here for the saints, in all the scorns, reproaches,
scandals, misrepresentations, which they undergo in the world. When a child is abused abroad in
the streets by strangers, he runswith speed to the bosom of hisfather; there he makeshiscomplaint,
and is comforted. In all the hardy censures and tongue-persecutions which the saints meet withal
in the streets of the world, they may run with their meanings unto their Father, and be comforted.
“As one whom his mother comforteth, so will | comfort you,” saith the Lord, Isa. Ixvi. 13. So that
the soul may say, “If | have hatred in theworld, | will go wherel am sure of love. Though all others
are hard to me, yet my Father istender and full of compassion: | will go to him, and satisfy myself
in him. Here | am accounted vile, frowned on, and rejected; but | have honour and love with him,
whose kindness is better than lifeitself. There | shall have al thingsin the fountain, which others
have but in the drops. Thereisin my Father’ slove every thing desirable: there is the sweetness of
all merciesin the abstract itself, and that fully and durably.”

Evidently, then, the saints are the most mistaken menin theworld. If they say, “Come and have
fellowship with us;” are not men ready to say, “Why, what are you? a sorry company of seditious,
factious persons. Be it known unto you, that we despise your fellowship. When we intend to leave
fellowship with all honest men, and men of worth, then will we come to you.” But, alas! how are
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men mistaken! Truly their fellowship is with the Father: let men think of it as they please, they
have close, spiritual, heavenly refreshing, in the mutua communication of love with the Father
himself. How they are generally misconceived, the apostle declares, 2 Cor. vi. 8-10, “ Asdeceivers,
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing al things.” And asit isthusin general, so in no one thing more than this, that
they arelooked on as poor, low, despicable persons, when indeed they are the only great and noble
personagesin theworld. Consider the company they keep: it iswith the Father; — who so glorious?
The merchandise they tradein, it islove; — what so precious? Doubtless they are the excellent on
the earth, Ps. xvi. 3.

Farther; thiswill discover amain difference between the saints and empty professors.— Asto
the performance of duties, and so the enjoyment of outward privileges, fruitless professors often
walk hand in hand with them; but now come to their secret retirements, and what a difference is
there! There the saints hold communion with God: hypocrites, for the most part, with the world
and their own lusts, — with them they converse and communicate; they hearken what they will
say to them, and make provision for them, when the saints are sweetly wrapt up in the bosom of
their Father’'s love. It is oftentimes even almost impossible that believers should, in outward
appearance, go beyond them who have very rotten hearts: but this meat they have, which others
know not of; this refreshment in the banqueting house, wherein others have no share; — in the
multitude of their thoughts, the comforts of God their Father refresh their souls.

Now, then (to draw towards a close of this discourse), if these things be so, “what manner of
men ought we to be, in all manner of holy conversation?’ Even “our God is a consuming fire.”
What communion is there between light and darkness? Shall sin and lust dwell in those thoughts
which receive in and carry out love from and unto the Father? Holiness becometh his presence for
ever. An unclean spirit cannot draw nigh unto him; — an unholy heart can make no abode with
him. A lewd person will not desire to hold fellowship with a sober man; and will aman of vain and
foolish imaginations hold communion and dwell with the most holy God? There is not any
consideration of this love but is a powerful motive unto holiness, and leads thereunto. Ephraim
says, “What have | to do any more with idols?” when in God he finds salvation. Communion with
the Father iswholly inconsistent with loose walking. “ If we say that we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth,” 1 John . 6. “Hethat saith, | know him” (I have
communion with him), “and keepeth not his commandments, isaliar, and the truth isnot in him,”
chap. ii. 4. The most specious and glorious pretence made to an acquaintance with the Father,
without holiness and obedience to his commandments, serves only to prove the pretenders to be
liars. The love of the world and of the Father dwell not together.

And if this be so (to shut up all), how many that go under the name of Christians, come short
of the truth of it! How unacquainted are the generality of professors with the mystery of this
communion, and the fruits of it! Do not many very evidently hold communion with their lusts and
with the world, and yet would be thought to have a portion and inheritance among them that are
sanctified? They have neither new name nor white stone, and yet would be called the people of the
Most High. May it not be said of many of them, rather, that God is not in all their thoughts, than
that they have communion with him? The Lord open the eyes of men, that they may see and know
that walking with God is a matter not of form, but power! And so far of peculiar communion with
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the Father, in the instance of love which we have insisted on. “He is also faithful who has called
us to the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;” of which in the next place.

Part 2. Of Communion with the Son Jesus Christ

Chapter 1.

Of the fellowship which the saints have with Jesus Christ the Son of God — That they have such
afellowship proved, 1 Cor. i. 9; Rev. iii. 20; Cant. ii. 1-7 opened; also Prov. ix. 1-5.

Or that distinct communion which we have with the person of the Father we have treated in
the foregoing chapters; we now proceed to the consideration of that which we have with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Now the fellowship we have with the second person, iswith him asMediator,
— in that office whereunto, by dispensation, he submitted himself for our sakes; being “made of
awoman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons,” Gal. iv. 4, 5. And herein | shall do these two things.— |. Declare that we have
such fellowship with the Son of God. 2: Show wherein that fellowship or communion does consist:—

|. For the first, | shall only produce some few places of Scripture to confirm it, that it is so:—
1 Cor.i. 9, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Thisisthat whereunto all the saints are called, and wherein, by the faithfulness of God,
they shall be preserved, even fellowship with Jesus Christ our Lord. We are called of God the
Father, as the Father, in pursuit of hislove, to communion with the Son, as our Lord.

Rev. iii. 20, “Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” Certainly thisis fellowship,
or | know not what is. Christ will sup with believers: he refreshes himself with his own gracesin
them, by his Spirit bestowed on them. The Lord Christ is exceedingly delighted in tasting of the
sweet fruits of the Spiritin the saints. Henceisthat prayer of the spouse that she may have something
for his entertainment when he comes to her, Cant. iv. 16, “Awake, O north wind; and come, thou
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my Beloved come into his
garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.” The souls of the saints are the garden of Jesus Christ, the good
ground, Heb. vi. 7, — agarden for delight; he rejoices in them; “his delights are with the sons of
men,” Prov. viii. 31; and he “rgjoices over them,” Zeph. iii. 17; — and a garden for fruit, yea,
pleasant fruit; so he describes it, Cant. iv. 12-14, “A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a
spring shut up, afountain sealed. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits;
camphire, with spikenard, spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of
frankincense; myrrh and aoes, with all chief spices.” Whatever is sweet and delicious for taste,
whatever savoury and odoriferous, whatever is useful and medicinal, isin thisgarden. Thereis all
manner of spiritual refreshments, of all kindswhatever, in the souls of the saints, for the Lord Jesus.
On this account is the spouse so earnest in the prayer mentioned for an increase of these things,
that her Beloved may sup with her, as he has promised. “Awake, O north wind,” etc.; — “O that
the breathing and workings of the Spirit of all grace might stir up all hisgiftsand gracesin me, that
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the Lord Jesus, the beloved of my soul, may have meet and acceptable entertainment from me.”
God complains of want of fruit in hisvineyard, Isa. v. 2; Hos. x. 1. Want of good food for Christ’s
entertainment is that the spouse feared, and labours to prevent. A barren heart is not fit to receive
him. And the delight he takes in the fruit of the Spirit is unspeakable. This he expresses at large,

Cant.v. 1,“l am come,” saith he; “| have eaten, | am refreshed.” He callsit @712 *18, “The fruit

of his sweetnesses;” or most pleasant to him. Moreover, as Christ sups with his saints, so he has
promised they shall sup with him, to complete that fellowship they have with him. Christ provides
for their entertainment in amost eminent manner. There are beastskilled, and wineis mingled, and
a table furnished, Prov. ix. 2. He calls the spiritual dainties that he has for them a “feast,” a
“wedding,” “a feast of fat things, wine on the lees,” etc. The fatted calf is killed for their
entertainment. Such isthe communion, and such isthe mutual entertainment of Christ and hissaints
in that communion.

Cant. ii. 1-7, “1 am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. Asthelily among thorns, so
ismy love among the daughters. As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my Beloved
among the sons. | sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste,” etc.

In the two first verses you have the description that Christ gives, first of himself, then of his
church. Of himself, verse 1; that is, what heisto his spouse: “I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily
of the valleys.” The Lords Christ is, in the Scripture, compared to all things of eminency in the
whole creation. He is in the heavens the sun, and the bright morning star: as the lion among the
beasts, the lion of the tribe of Judah. Among the flowers of the field, here he is the rose and the
lily. Thetwo eminencies of flowers, sweetness of savour and beauty of colour, are divided between
these. The rose for sweetness, and the lily for beauty (“Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these”), have the pre-eminence. Farther, he is “the rose of Sharon,” a fruitful plain,
where the choicest herdswerefed, 1 Chron. xxvii. 29; so eminent, that it is promised to the church
that there shall be given unto her the excellency of Sharon, Isa. xxxv. 2. Thisfruitful place, doubtless,
brought forth the most precious roses. Christ, in the savour of his love, and in his righteousness
(which is as the garment wherein Jacob received his blessing, giving forth a smell as the smell of
apleasant field, Gen. xxvii. 27), isasthis excellent rose, to draw and alure the hearts of his saints
unto him. As God smelled a sweet savour from the blood of his atonement, Eph. v. 2; so from the
graces wherewith for them he is anointed, his saints receive arefreshing, cherishing savour, Cant.
i. 3. A sweet savour expresses that which is acceptable and delightful, Gen. viii. 21. Heisaso “the
lily of the valleys;” that of all flowersisthe most eminent in beauty, Matt. vi. 29. Most desirable
ishe, for the comeliness and perfection of his person; incomparably fairer than the children of men:
of which afterward. He, then, being thus unto them (abundantly satiating all their spiritual senses)
their refreshment, their ornament, their delight, their glory; in the next verse he tells us what they
areto him: “Asthe lily among thorns, so is my beloved among the daughters.” That Christ and his
church are likened unto and termed the same thing (as here the lily), is, as from their union by the
indwelling of the same Spirit, so from that conformity and likeness that is between them, and
whereunto the saints are appointed. Now sheisalily, very beautiful unto Christ; “asthelily among
thorns.” — 1. By the way of eminency; as the lily excelleth the thorns, so do the saints all others
whatever, in the eye of Christ. Let comparison be made, so will it be found to be. And, — 2. By
the way of trial; the residue of the world being “ pricking briers and grieving thorns to the house of
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Israel,” Ezek. xxviii. 24. “The best of them is as a brier, the most upright is sharper than a thorn
hedge,” Mic. vii. 4. And thus are they among the daughters, — even the most eminent collections
of the most improved professors, that are no more but so. There cannot bein any greater comparison,
a greater exatation of the excellency of any thing. So, then, is Christ to them indeed, verse 1; so
are they in his esteem, and indeed, verse 2. How heisin their esteem and indeed, we have, verse
3.

“As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons. | sat down
under his shadow with great delight, and hisfruit was sweet to my taste.” To carry onthisintercourse,
the spouse begins to speak her thoughts of, and to show her delight in, the Lord Christ; and as he
compares her to thelily among the thorns, so she him to the apple-tree among the trees of the wood.
And she adds this reason of it, even because he has the two eminent things of trees, which the
residue of them have not:— 1. Fruit for food; 2. Shade for refreshment. Of the one she eateth, under
the other she resteth; both with great delight. All other sons, either angels, the sons of God by
creation, Job i. 6, xxxviii. 7, or the sons of Adam, — the best of his offspring, the leaders of those
companies which, verse 2, are called daughters, or sons of the old creation, the top branches of all
its desirable things, — are to an hungry, weary soul (such alone seek for shade and fruit) but asthe
fruitless, leaflesstrees of the forest, which will yield them neither food nor refreshment. “In Christ,”
saith she, “thereisfruit, fruit sweet to the taste; yea, ‘ hisflesh ismeat indeed, and his blood isdrink
indeed,” ” John vi. 55. “Moreover, he has brought forth that everlasting righteousness which will
abundantly satisfy any hungry soul, after it has gone to many a barren tree for food, and has found
none. Besides, he aboundeth in precious and pleasant graces, whereof | may eat; yea, he calls me
to do so, and that abundantly.” These are the fruits that Christ beareth. They speak of atree that
bringeth forth all things needful for life, in food and raiment. Christ is that tree of life, which has
brought forth all things that are needful unto life eternal. In him is that righteousness which we
hunger after; — in him isthat water of life, which whoso drinketh of shall thirst no more. Oh, how
sweet are the fruits of Christ’s mediation to the faith of his saints! He that can find no relief in
mercy, pardon, grace, acceptation with God, holiness, sanctification, etc., is an utter stranger to
these things (wine on the lees) that are prepared for believers. Also, he has shades for refreshment
and shelter; — shelter from wrath without, and refreshment because of weariness from within. The
first use of the shade isto keep us from the heat of the sun, as did Jonah’ s gourd. When the heat of
wrath is ready to scorch the soul, Christ, interposing, bears it all. Under the shadow of his wings
we sit down constantly, quietly, safely, putting our trust in him; and all thiswith great delight. Y ea,
who can express the joy of a soul safe shadowed from wrath under the covert of the righteousness
of the Lord Jesus! Thereis aso refreshment in a shade from weariness. He is * as the shadow of a
great rock in aweary land,” Isa. xxxii. 2. From the power of corruptions, trouble of temptations,
distress of persecutions, thereisin him quiet, rest, and repose, Matt. xi. 27, 28.

Having thus mutually described each other, and so made it manifest that they cannot but be
delighted in fellowship and communion, in the next verses that communion of theirsis at large set
forth and described. | shall briefly observe four things therein:— (1.) Sweetness. (2.) Delight. (3.)
Safety. (4.) Comfort.

(1.) Sweetness: “He brought me to the banqueting-house,” or “house of wine.” Itisall set forth
under expressions of the greatest sweetness and most delicious refreshment, — flagons, apples,
wine, etc. “He entertains me,” saith the spouse, “as some great personage.” Great personages, at
great entertainments, are had into the banqueting-house, — the house of wine and dainties. These
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arethe preparations of grace and mercy, — love, kindness, suppliesrevealed in the gospel, declared
in the assemblies of the saints, exhibited by the Spirit. This “love is better than wine,” Cant. i. 2;
itis“not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Gospel dainties
are sweet refreshments; whether these houses of wine be the Scriptures, the gospel, or the ordinances
dispensed in the assemblies of the saints, or any eminent and signal manifestations of special love
(as banqueting is not every day’s work, nor used at ordinary entertainments), it is all one. Wine,
that cheereth the heart of man, that makes him forget his misery, Prov. xxxi. 6, 7, that gives him a
cheerful look and countenance, Gen. xlix. 12, isit at which is promised. The grace exhibited by
Christ in his ordinances is refreshing, strengthening, comforting, and full of sweetnessto the souls
of the saints. Woe be to such full souls as |oathe these honey-combs! But thus Christ makes all his
assemblies to love banqueting-houses; and there he gives his saints entertainment.

(7.) Delight. The spouseis quite ravished with the sweetness of thisentertainment, finding love,
and care, and kindness, bestowed by Christ in the assemblies of the saints. Hence she cries out,
verse 5, “ Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples; for | am sick of love.” Upon the discovery
of the excellency and sweetness of Christ in the banqueting-house, the soul isinstantly overpowered,
and cries out to be made partaker of the fulness of it. Sheis“sick of love:” not (as some suppose)
fainting for want of a sense of love, under the apprehension of wrath; but made sick and faint, even
overcome, with the mighty acting of that divine affection, after she had oncetasted of the sweetness
of Christ in the banqueting-house. Her desire deferred, makes her heart sick; therefore she cries,
“Stay me,” etc.; — “I have seen a glimpse of the ‘King in his beauty,” — tasted of the fruit of his
righteousness; my soul melteth in longing after him. Oh! support and sustain my spirit with his
presence in his ordinances, — those *flagons and apples of his banqueting-house,” — or | shall
quite sink and faint! Oh, what hast thou done, blessed Jesus! | have seen thee, and my soul isbecome
as the chariots of Ammi-nadib. Let me have something from thee to support me, or | die.” When
aperson is fainting on any occasion, these two things are to be done:— strength is to be used to
support him, that he sink not to the ground; and comfortable things are to be applied, to refresh his
spirits. These two the soul, overpowered and fainting with the force of its own love, (raised by a
sense of Christ’s,) prayeth for. It would have strengthening grace to support it in that condition,
that it may be able to attend its duty; and consolations of the Holy Ghost, to content, revive, and
satiate it, until it come to a full enjoyment of Christ. And thus sweetly and with delight is this
communion carried on.

(3.) Safety: “His banner over me was love,” verse 4. The banner is an emblem of safety and
protection, — a sign of the presence of an host. Persons belonging to an army do encamp under
their banner in security. So did the children of Israel in the wilderness; every tribe kept their camps
under their own standard. It is also a token of success and victory, Ps. xx. 5. Christ has a banner
for his saints; and that is love. All their protection is from his love; and they shall have all the
protection his love can give them. This safeguards them from hell, death, — all their enemies.
Whatever presses on them, it must pass through the banner of the love of the Lord Jesus. They
have, then, great spiritual safety; which isanother ornament or excellency of their communion with
him.

(4.) Supportment and consolation, verse 6, “Hisleft hand is under my head, and his right hand
does embrace me.” Christ here has the posture of a most tender friend towards any one in sickness
and sadness. The soul faints with love, — spiritual longings after the enjoyment of his presence;
and Christ comes in with his embraces. He nourisheth and cherisheth his church, Eph. v. 29; Isa.
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Ixiii. 9. Now, “the hand under the head,” is supportment, sustaining grace, in pressures and
difficulties; and “the hand that does embrace,” the hand upon the heart, is joy and consolation; —
in both, Christ rgjoicing, as the “bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,” Isa. Ixii. 5. Now, thustolie
inthearmsof Christ’slove, under aperpetual influence of supportment and refreshment, iscertainly
to hold communion with him. And hereupon, verse 7, the spouseis most earnest for the continuance
of his fellowship, charging all so to demean themselves, that her Beloved be not disquieted, or
provoked to depart.

In brief, this whole book is taken up in the description of the communion that is between the
Lord Christ and his saints; and therefore, it isvery needlessto take from thence any more particular
instances thereof

| shall only add that of Prov. ix. 1-5, “Wisdom has builded her house, she has hewn out her
seven pillars; she haskilled her beasts; she has mingled her wine; she has also furnished her table.
She has sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, Whose is simple, let
him turn in hither: asfor him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Come, eat of my bread,
and drink of the wine which | have mingled.”

The Lord Chrigt, the eternal Wisdom of the Father, and who of God is made unto us wisdom,
erects a spiritual house, wherein he makes provision for the entertainment of those guests whom
he so freely invites. His church is the house which he has built on a perfect number of pillars, that
it might have a stable foundation: his dlain beasts and mingled wine, wherewith histableisfurnished,
are those spiritual fat things of the gospel, which he has prepared for those that come in upon his
invitation. Surely, to eat of this bread, and drink of thiswine, which he has so graciously prepared,
isto hold fellowship with him; for in what ways or things is there nearer communion than in such?

| might farther evince this truth, by a consideration of all the relations wherein Christ and his
saints do stand; which necessarily require that there be a communion between them, if we do
suppose they arefaithful in those relations: but thisis commonly treated on, and something will be
spoken to it in one signal instance afterward.

Chapter 2.

What it is wherein we have peculiar fellowship with the Lord Christ — Thisisin grace — This
proved, Johni. 14, 16, 17; 2 Cor. xiii. 14; 2 Thess. iii. 17, 18 — Grace of various acceptations —
Personal grace in Christ proposed to consideration — The grace of Christ as Mediator intended,
Ps. xlv. 2 — Cant. v. 10, Christ, how white and ruddy — His fitness to save, from the grace of
union — His fulness to save — His suitableness to endear — These considerations improved.

I1. HAving manifested that the saints hold peculiar fellowship with the Lord Jesus, it neatly
follows that we show wherein it is that they have this peculiar communion with him.

Now, thisisin crace. Thisis everywhere ascribed to him by the way of eminency. Johni. 14,
“He dwelt among us, full of grace and truth;” grace in the truth and substance of it. All that went
before was but typical and in representation; in the truth and substance it comes only by Christ.
“Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ,” verse 17; “and of his fulness have all we received, and
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gracefor grace,” verse 16; — that is, we have communion with him in grace; we receive from him
all manner of grace whatever; and therein have we fellowship with him.

So likewise in that apostolical benediction, wherein the communication of spiritual blessings
from the several persons unto the saints is so exactly distinguished; it is grace that is ascribed to
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. xiii. 14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you al.”

Y ea, Paul is so delighted with this, that he makesit his motto, and the token whereby he would
have his epistles known, 2 Thess. iii. 17, 18, “The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which
isthe token in every epistle: so | write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you al.” Yea,
he makes these two, “Grace be with you,” and, “The Lord Jesus be with you,” to be equivalent
expressions, for whereas he affirmed the one to be the token in all his epistles, yet sometimes he
useth the one only, sometimes the other of these, and sometimes puts them both together. This,
then, is that which we are peculiarly to eye in the Lord Jesus, to receive it from him, even grace,
gospel-grace, revealed in or exhibited by the gospel. He is the head-stone in the building of the
temple of God, to whom “Grace, grace,” isto be cried, Zech. iv. 7.

Grace isaword of various acceptations. In its most eminent significations it may be referred
unto one of these three heads.—

1. Grace of personal presence and comeliness. So we say, “A graceful and comely person,”
either from himself or hisornaments. Thisin Christ (upon the matter) isthe subject of near one-half
of the book of Canticles; it is also mentioned, Ps. xlv. 2, “Thou art fairer than the children of men;
grace is poured into thy lips.” And unto this first head, in respect of Christ, do | refer also that
acceptation of grace which, in respect of us, | fix in the third place. Those inconceivable gifts and
fruits of the Spirit which were bestowed on him, and brought forth in him, concur to his personal
excellency; as will afterward appear.

2. Grace of free favour and acceptance. “By this grace we are saved;” that is, the free favour
and gracious acceptation of God in Christ. In thissenseisit used in that frequent expression, “If |
have found grace in thy sight;” that is, if | be freely and favourably accepted before thee. So he
“giveth grace” (that is, favour) “unto the humble,” Jamesiv. 6; Gen. xxxix. 21, xli. 37; Acts vii.
10; 1 Sam. ii. 26; 2 Kings xxv. 27, €tc.

3. The fruits of the Spirit, sanctifying and renewing our natures, enabling unto good, and
preventing from evil, are so termed. Thus the Lord tells Paul, “his grace was sufficient for him;”
that is, the assistance against temptation which he afforded him, Cal. iii. 16; 2 Cor. viii. 6, 7; Heb.
Xii. 28.

These two latter, as relating unto Christ in respect of us who receive them, | call purchased
grace, being indeed purchased by him for us; and our communion with him therein is termed a
“fellowship in his sufferings, and the power of his resurrection,” Phil. iii. 10.

1. Let us begin with the first, which | call personal grace; and concerning that do these two
things.— (1.) Show what it is, and wherein it consisteth; | mean the personal grace of Christ. And,
— (2.) Declare how the saints hold immediate communion with him therein.

(1.) Tothe handling of thefirst, | shall only premise this observation:— It is Christ as mediator
of whom we speak; and therefore, by the “grace of his person,” | understand not, —

[1.] Thegloriousexcellenciesof hisDeity considered initself, abstracting from the office which
for us, as God and man, he undertook.
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[2.] Nor the outward appearance of his human nature, neither when he conversed here on earth,
bearing our infirmities (whereof, by reason of the charge that was laid upon him, the prophet gives
guite another character, Isa. lii. 14), concerning which some of the ancients were very poetical in
their expressions; nor yet as now exalted in glory; — avain imagination whereof makes many bear
afalse, a corrupted respect unto Christ, even upon carnal apprehensions of the mighty exaltation
of the human nature; which is but “to know Christ after the flesh,” 2 Cor. v. 16, a mischief much
improved by the abomination of foolish imagery. But thisis that which | intend, — the graces of
the person of Christ as heisvested with the office of mediation, this spiritual eminency, comeliness,
and beauty, as appointed and anointed by the Father unto the great work of bringing home all his
elect unto his bosom.

Now, in this respect the Scripture describes him as exceeding excellent, comely, and desirable,
— far above comparison with the chiefest, choicest created good, or any endearment imaginable.

Ps. xlv. 2, “Thou art fairer than the children of men: graceispoured into thy lips’ Heis, beyond

comparison, more beautiful and gracious than any here below, N°2°2?, (japhiaphitha); the word
is doubled, to increase its significance, and to exalt its subject beyond all comparison. 72

NW1 132 2270 Rwon x:‘m, says the Chaldee paraphrase: “Thy fairness, O king Messiah, is

more excellent than the sons of men.” “Pulcher admodum pree filiis hominum;” — exceeding
desirable. Inward beauty and glory ishere expressed by that of outward shape, form, and appearance;
because that was so much esteemed in those who were to rule or govern. Isa. iv. 2, the prophet,
terming of him “The branch of the Lord,” and “The fruit of the earth,” affirms that he shall be
“beautiful and glorious, excellent and comely;” “for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily,” Cal. ii. 9.

Cant. v. 9, the spouse is inquired of as to this very thing, even concerning the personal
excellenciesof the Lord Christ, her beloved: “What isthy Beloved” (say the daughters of Jerusalem)
“more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? what isthy Beloved more than another
beloved?’ and she returns this answer, verse 10, “My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest
among ten thousand;” and so proceedeth to a particular description of him by his excellencies to
the end of the chapter, and there concludeth that “he is altogether lovely,” verse 16; whereof at
large afterward. Particularly, he is here affirmed to be “white and ruddy;” a due mixture of which
colours composes the most beautiful complexion.

1st. Heiswhite in the glory of his Deity, and ruddy in the preciousness of his humanity. “His
teeth are white with milk, and his eyes are red with wine,” Gen. xlix. 12. Whiteness (if | may so
say) isthe complexion of glory. In that appearance of the Most High, the “ Ancient of days,” Dan.
vii. 9, itissaid, “His garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool;” —
and of Christ in histransfiguration, when he had on him amighty lustre of the Deity, “Hisface did
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light,” Matt. xvii. 2; which, in the phrase of
another evangeligt, is, “White as snow, so as no fuller on earth can white them,” Mark ix. 3. It was
adivine, heavenly, surpassing glory that was upon him, Rev. i. 14. Hence the angels and glorified
saints, that always behold him, and are fully translated into the image of the same glory, are still
said to be in white robes. Hiswhitenessis his Deity, and the glory thereof. And on this account the
Chaldee paraphrase ascribes this whole passage unto God. “They say,” saith he, “to the house of
Israel, “Who is the God whom thou wilt serve? ” etc. Then began the congregation of Isragl to
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declare the praises of the Ruler of the world, and said, ‘1 will serve that God who is clothed in a
garment white as snow, the splendour of the glory of whose countenance is as fire.” He is also
ruddy in the beauty of his humanity. Man was called Adam, from the red earth whereof he was
made. Theword here used points him out as the second Adam, partaker of flesh and blood, because
the children also partook of the same, Heb. ii. 14. The beauty and comeliness of the Lord Jesusin
the union of both these in one person, shall afterward be declared.

2dly. He is white in the beauty of his innocence and holiness, and ruddy in the blood of his
oblation. Whiteness is the badge of innocence and holiness. It is said of the Nazarites, for their
typical holiness, “They were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk,” Lam. iv. 7. And the
prophet shows us that scarlet, red, and crimson, are the colours of sin and guilt; whiteness of
innocence, Isa. i. 18. Our Beloved was “a Lamb without blemish and without spot,” 1 Pet. i. 19.
“He did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth,” 1 Pet. ii. 22. He was “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners,” Heb. vii. 26; as afterward will appear. And yet he who was so
white in hisinnocence, was made ruddy in his own blood; and that two ways.— Naturally, in the
pouring out of his blood, his precious blood, in that agony of his soul when thick drops of blood
trickled to the ground, Luke xxii. 44; as also when the whips and thorns, nails and spears, poured
it out abundantly: “There came forth blood and water,” John xix. 34. He was ruddy by being
drenched all over in hisown blood. And morally, by the imputation of sin, whose colour isred and
crimson. “God made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin,” 2 Cor. v. 21. He who was white,
became ruddy for our sakes, pouring out hisblood an oblation for sin. Thisalso rendershim graceful:
by his whiteness he fulfilled the law; by his redness he satisfied justice. “This is our Beloved, O
ye daughters of Jerusalem.”

3dly. His endearing excellency in the administration of his kingdom is hereby also expressed.
Heiswhiteinlove and mercy unto his own; red with justice and revenge towards his enemies, I sa.
Ixiii. 3; Rev. xix. 13.

There are three things in general wherein this personal excellency and grace of the Lord Christ
does consist:— (1st.) Hisfitness to save, from the grace of union, and the proper necessary effects
thereof (2dly.) Hisfulnessto save, from the grace of communion; or the free consequences of the
grace of union. (3dly.) Hisexcellency to endear, from his complete suitableness to all the wants of
the souls of men:—

(1st.) Hisfitness to save, — his being ixavog, afit Saviour, suited to the work; and this, | say,
isfrom his grace of union. The uniting of the natures of God and man in one person made him fit
to be a Saviour to the uttermost. He lays his hand upon God, by partaking of his nature, Zech. xiii.
7; and he lays his hand upon us, by being partaker of our nature, Heb. ii. 14, 16: and so becomes a
days-man, or umpire between both. By this means hefills up al the distance that was made by sin
between God and us; and we who were far off are made nigh in him. Upon this account it was that
he had room enough in his breast to receive, and power enough in his spirit to bear, al the wrath
that was prepared for us. Sin wasinfinite only in respect of the object; and punishment was infinite
in respect of the subject. This ariseth from his union.

Union is the conjunction of the two natures of God and man in one person, Johni. 14; Isa. ix.
6; Rom. i. 3, ix. 5. The necessary consequences whereof are, —

[1st.] The subsistence of the human nature in the person of the Son of God, having no subsistence
of itsown, Lukei. 35; 1 Tim. iii. 16.
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[2dly.] Kowvwvia iSiwudtwy, that communication of attributes in the person, whereby the
properties of either nature are promiscuously spoken of the person of Christ, under what name
soever, of God or man, he be spoken of, Acts xx. 28, iii. 21.

[3dly.] The execution of his office of mediation in his single person, in respect of both natures:
whereinisconsiderable, 0 évepy@®v, — the agent, Christ himself, God and man. Heisthe principium
quo, évepyntikov, — the principle that gives life and efficacy to the whole work; and then, 2dly,
The principium quod, — that which operates, which is both natures distinctly considered. 3dly.
Theévépyeta, or dpaotikn) tii§ pLoew¢ kivnoig, — the effectual working itself of each nature. And,
lastly, the évépynua, or arotéleosua, — the effect produced, which ariseth from all, and relates to
them all: so resolving the excellency | speak of into his persona union.

(2dly.) Hisfulness to save, from the grace of communion or the effects of his union, which are
free; and consequences of it, which is all the furniture that he received from the Father by the
unction of the Spirit, for the work of our salvation: “He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him,” Heb. vii. 25; having al fulness unto this end communicated unto him:
“for it pleased the Father that in him should al fulness dwell,” Cal. i. 19; and he received not “the
Spirit by measure,” John iii. 34. And from this fulness he makes out a suitable supply unto all that
are his; “gracefor grace,” Johni. 16. Had it been given to him by measure, we had exhausted it.

(3dly.) His excellency to endear, from his complete suitableness to all the wants of the souls
of men. Thereisno man whatever, that has any want in reference unto the things of God, but Christ
will be unto him that which he wants: | speak of those who are given him of his Father. Is he dead?
Christislife. Isheweak? Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Has he the sense of
guilt upon him? Christ is complete righteousness, — “The Lord our Righteousness.” Many poor
creatures are sensible of their wants, but know not where their remedy lies. Indeed, whether it be
life or light, power or joy, al iswrapped up in him.

This, then, for the present, may sufficein general to be spoken of the personal grace of the Lord
Christ:— He has afitness to save, having pity and ability, tenderness and power, to carry on that
work to the uttermost; and afulnessto save, of redemption and sanctification, of righteousness and
the Spirit; and a suitablenessto thewants of all our souls: whereby he becomes exceedingly desirable,
yea, altogether lovely; as afterward will appear in particular. And asto this, in the first place, the
saints have distinct fellowship with the Lord Christ; the manner whereof shall be declared in the
ensuing chapter.

Only, from this entrance that has been made into the description of him with whom the saints
have communion, some motives might be taken to stir us up whereunto; as also considerations to
lay open the nakedness and insufficiency of all other ways and things unto which men engage their
thoughts and desires, something may be now proposed. The daughters of Jerusalem, ordinary,
common professors, having heard the spouse describing her Beloved, Cant. v. 10-16, etc., instantly
are stirred up to seek him together with her; chap. vi. 1, “Whither isthy Beloved turned aside? that
we may seek him with thee.” What Paul says of them that crucified him, may be spoken of all that
reject him, or refuse communion with him: “Had they known him, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory;” — Did men know him, were they acquainted in any measure with him, they
would not so reject the Lord of glory. Himself calls them “simple ones,” “fools,” and “scorners,”
that despise his gracious invitation, Prov. i. 22. There are none who despise Christ, but only they
that know him not; whose eyes the god of this world has blinded, that they should not behold his
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glory. The souls of men do naturally seek something to rest and repose themselves upon, —
something to satiate and delight themselves withal, with which they [may] hold communion; and
there are two ways whereby men proceed in the pursuit of what they so aim at. Some set before
them some certain end, — perhaps pleasure, profit, or, in religion itself, acceptance with God,;
others seek after some end, but without any certainty, pleasing themselves now with one path, now
with another, with various thoughts and ways, like them, Isa. lvii. 10 — because something comes
in by the life of the hand, they give not over though weary. In what condition soever you may be
(either in greediness pursuing some certain end, be it secular or religious; or wandering away in
your own imaginations, wearying yourselvesin the largeness of your ways), compare alittle what
you aim at, or what you do, with what you have aready heard of Jesus Christ: if any thing you
design be like to him, if any thing you desire be equal to him, let him be rgjected as one that has
neither form nor comeliness in him; but if, indeed, all your ways be but vanity and vexation of
spirit, in comparison of him, why do you spend your “money for that which is not bread, and your
labour for that which satisfieth not?’

Use. 1. You that are yet in the flower of your days, full of health and strength, and, with all the
vigour of your spirits, do pursue some one thing, some another, consider, | pray, what are all your
bel ovedsto this Beloved? What have you gotten by them? L et us see the peace, quietness, assurance
of everlasting blessedness that they have given you? Their paths are crooked paths, whoever goes
in them shall not know peace. Behold here afit object for your choicest affections, — onein whom
you may find rest to your souls, — one in whom there is nothing will grieve and trouble you to
eternity. Behold, he stands at the door of your souls, and knocks: O reject him not, lest you seek
him and find him not! Pray study him alittle; you love him not, because you know him not. Why
does one of you spend his time in idleness and folly, and wasting of precious time, perhaps
debauchedly? Why does another associate and assemble himself with them that scoff at religion
and the things of God? Merely because you know not our dear Lord Jesus. Oh, when he shall reveal
himself to you, and tell you heis Jesus whom you have slighted and refused, how will it break your
hearts, and make you mourn like a dove, that you have neglected him! and if you never come to
know him, it had been better you had never been. Whilst it is called Today, then, harden not your
hearts.

Use 2. You that are, perhaps, seeking earnestly after arighteousness, and are religious persons,
consider alittle with yourselves, — has Christ his due place in your hearts? is he your all? does he
dwell in your thoughts? do you know him in his excellency and desirableness? do you indeed
account all things “loss and dung” for his exceeding excellency? or rather, do you prefer almost
any thing in the world before it? But more of these things afterward.

Chapter 3.

Of the way and manner whereby the saints hold communion with the Lord Christ as to personal
grace — The conjugal relation between Christ and the saints, Cant. ii. 16lsa. liv. 5, etc.; Cant. iii.
11, opened — The way of communion in conjugal relation, Hos. iii. 3; Cant. i. 15 — On the part
of Christ — On the part of the saints.
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(2.) THE next thing that comes under consideration is, the way whereby we hold communion
with the Lord Chrigt, in respect of that personal grace whereof we have spoken. Now, this the
Scripture manifests to be by the way of a conjugal relation. He is married unto us, and we unto
him; which spiritual relation is attended with suitable conjugal affections. And this gives us
fellowship with him asto his personal excellencies.

This the spouse expresseth, Cant. ii. 16, “My Beloved ismine, and | am his;” — “Heismine,
| possess him, | have interest in him, as my head and my husband; and | am his, possessed of him,
owned by him, given up unto him: and that asto my Beloved in a conjugal relation.”

So Isa. liv. 5, “Thy Maker is thine husband; the Lorp of hosts is his nhame; and thy Redeemer
the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall hebe called.” Thisisyielded asthe reason
why the church shall not be ashamed nor confounded, in the midst of her troublesand trials, — she
ismarried unto her Maker, and her Redeemer is her husband. And Isaiah, chap. Ixi. 10, setting out
the mutual glory of Christ and his church in their walking together, he saith it is * as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as abride adorneth herself with jewels.” Suchistheir condition,
because such is their relation; which he also farther expresseth, chap. Ixii. 5, “As the bridegroom
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.” Asit iswith such personsin the day
of their espousals, in the day of the gladness of their hearts, soisit with Christ and hissaintsin this
relation. He is a husband to them, providing that it may be with them according to the state and
condition whereinto he has taken them.

To this purpose we have his faithful engagement, Hos. ii. 19, 20, “I will,” saith he, “betroth
thee unto me for ever; yea, | will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgement, and in
loving-kindness, and in mercies. | will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness.” And it is the
main design of the ministry of the gospel, to prevail with men to give up themselves unto the Lord
Christ, as he reveals his kindness in this engagement. Hence Paul tells the Corinthians, 2 Cor. xi.
2, that he had “ espoused them unto one husband, that he might present them as a chaste virgin unto
Christ.” This he had prevailed upon them for, by the preaching of the gospel, that they should give
up themselves as a virgin, unto him who had betrothed them to himself as a husband.

And thisis a relation wherein the Lord Jesus is exceedingly delighted, and inviteth others to
behold him in this his glory, Cant. 3: it, “Go forth,” saith he, “O ye daughters of Jerusalem, and
behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith hismother crowned him in the day of hisespousals,
and in the day of the gladness of his heart.” He calls forth the daughters of Jerusalem (all sorts of
professors) to consider him in the condition of betrothing and espousing his church unto himself.
Moreover, he tells them that they shall find on him two things eminently upon this account:— 1.
Honour. It isthe day of his coronation, and his spouse is the crown wherewith he is crowned. For
as Christ is a diadem of beauty and a crown of glory unto Zion, Isa. xxviii. 5; so Zion aso isa
diadem and a crown unto him, Isa. Ixii. 3. Christ makes this relation with his saintsto be his glory
and his honour. 2. Delight. The day of his espousals, of taking poor sinful soulsinto hisbosom, is
the day of the gladness of his heart. John was but the friend of the Bridegroom, that stood and heard
his voice, when he was taking his bride unto himself; and he rejoiced greatly, John iii. 29: how
much more, then, must be the joy and gladness of the Bridegroom himself! even that which is
expressed, Zeph. iii. 17, “he rgjoiceth with joy, he joys with singing.”

It isthe gladness of the heart of Christ, the joy of hissoul, to take poor sinnersinto thisrelation
with himself. He rejoiced in the thoughts of it from eternity, Prov. viii. 31; and always expresseth
the greatest willingness to undergo the hard task required thereunto, Ps. xI. 7, 8; Heb. x. 7; yea, he
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was pained asawoman in travail, until he had accomplished it, Luke xii. 50. Because he loved his
church, he gave himself for it, Eph. v. 25, despising the shame, and enduring the cross, Heb. xii.
2, that he might enjoy his bride, — that he might be for her, and she for him, and not for another,
Hos. iii. 3. Thisisjoy, when he is thus crowned by his mother. It is believers that are mother and
brother of this Solomon, Matt. xii. 49, 50. They crown him in the day of his espousals, giving
themselves to him, and becoming his glory, 2 Cor. viii. 23.

Thus he sets out his whole communion with his church under this alusion, and that most
frequently. Thetime of histaking the church unto himself isthe day of his marriage; and the church
ishisbride, hiswife, Rev. xix. 7, 8. The entertainment he makes for his saintsis awedding supper,
Matt. xxii. 3. The graces of his church are the ornaments of his queen, Ps. xlv. 9-14; and the
fellowship he has with his saints is as that which those who are mutually beloved in a conjugal
relation do hold, Cant. i. Hence Paul, in describing these two, makes sudden and insensibletransitions
from one to the other, — Eph. v., from verse 22 unto verse 32; concluding the whole with an
application unto Christ and the church.

It is now to be inquired, in the next place, how it is that we hold communion with the person
of Christ in respect of conjugal relations and affections, and wherein this does consist. Now, herein
there are some things that are common unto Christ and the saints, and some things that are peculiar
to each of them, as the nature of this relation does require. The whole may be reduced unto these
two heads.— [1.] A mutual resignation of themselves one to the other; [2.] Mutual, consequential,
conjugal affections.

[1.] Thereis amutual resignation, or making over of their persons one to another. Thisisthe
first act of communion, as to the personal grace of Christ. Christ makes himself over to the soul,
to be his, asto al the love, care, and tenderness of a husband; and the soul gives up itself wholly
unto the Lord Christ, to be his, asto all loving, tender obedience. And hereinisthe main of Christ’s
and the saints' espousals. This, in the prophet, is set out under a parable of himself and a harlot,
Hos. iii. 3, “Thou shalt abide for me,” saith he unto her, “thou shalt not be for another, and | will
befor thee.” — “Poor harlot,” saith the Lord Chrigt, “I have bought thee unto myself with the price
of mine own blood; and now, this is that which we will consent unto, — | wiLL BE FOR THEE, AND
THOU SHALT BE FOR ME, and not for another.

1st. Christ gives himself to the soul, with all his excellencies, righteousness, preciousness,
graces, and eminencies, to be its Saviour, head, and husband, for ever to dwell with it in this holy
relation. He looks upon the souls of his saints, likes them well, counts them fair and beautiful,
because he has made them so. Cant. i. 15, “Behold, thou art fair, my companion; behold, thou art
fair; thou hast doves eyes.” Let others think what they please, Christ redoubles it, that the souls
of his saints are very beautiful, even perfect, through his comeliness, which he puts upon them,
Ezek. xvi. 14, — “Behold, thou art fair, thou art fair:” particularly, that their spiritual light is very
excellent and glorious; like the eyes of adove, tender, discerning, clear, and shining. Therefore he
adds that pathetical wish of the enjoyment of this his spouse, Cant. ii. 14, “O my dove,” saith he,
“that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let
me hear thy voice; for sweet isthy voice, and thy countenance is comely;” — “Do not hide thyself,
asonethat fliesto the clefts of the rocks; be not dejected, as one that hides herself behind the stairs,
and is afraid to come forth to the company that inquires for her. Let not thy spirit be cast down at
the weakness of thy supplications, let me yet hear thy sighs and groans, thy breathing and partings
to me; they arevery swest, very delightful: and thy spiritual countenance, thy appearancein heavenly
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things, is comely and delightful unto me.” Neither does he leave her thus, but, chap. iv. 8, presseth
her hard to a closer [union] with him in this conjugal bond: “Come with me from Lebanon, my
spouse, with me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Herman,
from thelions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards;” — “Thou art in a wandering condition
(asthe Israglites of old), among lions and leopards, sins and troubles; come from thence unto me,
and | will give thee refreshment,” Matt. xi. 28. Upon this invitation, the spouse boldly concludes,
Cant. vii. 10, that the desire of Christ istowards her; that he doesindeed love her, and aim at taking
her into thisfellowship with himself. So, in carrying on this union, Christ freely bestoweth himself
upon the soul. Precious and excellent as he is, he becometh ours. He makes himself to be so; and
with him, all his graces. Hence saith the spouse, “ ‘My Beloved is mine;’ in al that heis, heis
mine.” Because heis righteousness, heis*“The Lorp our Righteousness,” Jer. xxiii. 6. Because he
isthe wisdom of God, and the power of God, heis“made unto uswisdom,” etc., 1 Cor. i. 30. Thus,
“the branch of the Lorp is beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth is excellent and comely
for them that are escaped of Isragl,” Isa. iv. 2. Thisisthe first thing on the part of Christ, — the
free donation and bestowing of himself upon us to be our Christ, our Beloved, as to all the ends
and purposes of love, mercy, grace, and glory; whereunto in his mediation he is designed, in a
marriage covenant never to be broken. Thisisthe sum of what isintended:— The Lord Jesus Christ,
fitted and prepared, by the accomplishment and furniture of his person as mediator, and the large
purchase of grace and glory which he has made, to be a husband to his saints, his church, tenders
himself in the promises of the gospel to themin al hisdesirableness; convincesthem of hisgood-will
towards them, and his all-sufficiency for a supply of their wants; and upon their consent to accept
of him, — which isall he requires or expects at their hands, — he engageth himself in amarriage
covenant to be theirsfor ever.

2dly. On the part of the saints, it is their free, willing consent to receive, embrace, and submit
unto the Lord Jesus, as their husband, Lord, and Saviour, — to abide with him, subject their souls
unto him, and to be ruled by him for ever.

Now, thisin the soul is either initial, or the solemn consent at the first entrance of union; or
consequential, in renewed acts of consent all our days. | speak of it especially in this latter sense,
wherein it is proper unto communion; not in the former, wherein it primarily intendeth union.

There are two things that compl ete this self-resignation of the soul:—

(1<t.) Theliking of Christ, for hisexcellency, grace, and suitableness, far above all other beloveds
whatever, preferring himin the judgement and mind above them al. In the place above mentioned,
Cant. v. 9, the spouse being earnestly pressed, by professors at large, to give in her thoughts
concerning the excellency of her Beloved in comparison of other endearments, answereth expresdly,
that he is “the chiefest of ten thousand, yea,” verse 16, “atogether lovely,” infinitely beyond
comparison with the choicest created good or endearment imaginable. The soul takesaview of all
that isin thisworld, “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” and seesit all
to bevanity, — that “the world passeth away, and the lust thereof,” 1 Johnii. 16, 17. These beloveds
are no way to be compared unto him. It views also legal righteousness, blamel essness before men,
uprightness of conversation, duties upon conviction, and concludes of all as Paul does, Phil. iii. 8,
“Doubtless, | count all these things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord.” So, also, doesthe church, Hos. xiv. 3, reject all appearing assistance whatever, — as goodly
asAsshur, aspromising asidols, — that God alone may be preferred. And thisisthe soul’ sentrance
into conjugal communion with Jesus Christ as to personal grace, — the constant preferring him
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above all pretenders to its affections, counting al loss and dung in comparison of him. Beloved
peace, beloved natural relations, beloved wisdom and learning, beloved righteousness, beloved
duties, [are] all loss, compared with Christ.

(2dly.) The accepting of Christ by thewill, asitsonly husband, Lord, and Saviour. Thisiscalled
“receiving” of Christ, Johni. 12; and is not intended only for that solemn act whereby at first
entrance we close with him, but also for the constant frame of the soul in abiding with him and
owning of him as such. When the soul consentsto take Christ on his own terms, to save himin his
own way, and says, “Lord, | would have had thee and salvation in my way, that it might have been
partly of mine endeavours, and asit were by the works of thelaw; | am now willing to receive thee
and to be saved in thy way, — merely by grace: and though | would have walked according is my
own mind, yet now | wholly give up myself to beruled by thy Spirit: for in thee have | righteousness
and strength, in thee am | justified and do glory;” — then does it carry on communion with Christ
as to the grace of his person. Thisit isto receive the Lord Jesus in his comeliness and eminency.
Let believers exercise their hearts abundantly unto this thing. This is choice communion with the
Son Jesus Christ. Let usreceive him in al his excellencies, as he bestows himself upon us; — be
frequent in thoughts of faith, comparing him with other beloveds, sin, world, legal righteousness;
and preferring him before them, counting them all loss and dung in comparison of him. And let
our souls be persuaded of hissincerity and willingnessin giving himself, in al that heis, as mediator
unto us, to be ours; and let our hearts give up themselves unto him. Let ustell him that we will be
for him, and not for another: let him know it from us; he delights to hear it, yea, he says, “ Sweet
is our voice, and our countenance is comely;” — and we shall not fail in the issue of sweet
refreshment with him.

Digression 1.

Some excellencies of Christ proposed to consideration, to endear our hearts unto him — His
description, Cant. v., opened.

To strengthen our hearts in the resignation mentioned of ourselves unto the Lord Christ as our
husband, as also to make way for the stirring of us up to those consequential conjugal affections
of which mention shall afterward be made, | shall turn aside to a more full description of some of
the personal excellencies of the Lord Christ, whereby the hearts of his saints are indeed endeared
unto him.

In “The Lorp our Righteousness,” then, may these ensuing things be considered; which are
exceeding suitable to prevail upon our hearts to give up themselves to be wholly his.—

1. Heis exceeding excellent and desirable in his Deity, and the glory thereof. He is “ Jehovah
our Righteousness,” Jer. xxiii. 6. In the rgoicing of Zion at his coming to her, thisis the bottom,
“Behold thy God!” Isa. xl. 9. “We have seen hisglory,” saith the apostle. What glory isthat? " The
glory of the only-begotten Son of God,” Johni. 14. The choicest saints have been afraid and amazed
at the beauty of an angel; and the stoutest sinners have trembled at the glory of one of those creatures
in alow appearance, representing but the back parts of their glory, who yet themselves, in their
highest advancement, do cover their faces at the presence of our Beloved, as consciousto themselves
of their utter disability to bear the rays of hisglory, Isa. vi. 2; John xii. 39-41. He is “the fellow of
the Lord, of hosts,” Zech. xiii. 7. And though he once appeared in the form of a servant, yet then
“he thought it not robbery to be equal with God,” Phil. ii. 6. In the glory of this majesty he dwells
in light inaccessible. We “cannot by searching find out the Almighty unto perfection: it isas high
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as heaven; what can we do? deeper than hell; what can we know? the measure thereof is longer
than the earth, and broader than the sea,” Job xi. 7-9. We may all say oneto another of this, “ Surely
we are more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. We neither learned
wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. Who has ascended up into heaven, or descended?
who has gathered the wind in hisfists?who has bound the watersin agarment?who has established
all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his Son’s name, if ye can tell,” Prov. xxx.
2-4.

If any one should ask, now, with them in the Canticles, what isin the Lord Jesus, our beloved,
more than in other beloveds, that should make him so desirable, and amiable, and worthy of
acceptation? what is he more than others? | ask, What is a king more than a beggar? Much every
way. Alas! this is nothing; they were born alike, must die alike, and after that is the judgement.
What is an angel more than aworm? A worm is a creature, and an angel is no more; he has made
the one to creep in the earth, — made al so the other to dwell in heaven. Thereis still a proportion
between these, they agree in something; but what are all the nothings of the world to the God
infinitely blessed for evermore? Shall the dust of the balance, or the drop of the bucket be laid in
the scale against him? Thisis he of whom the sinnersin Zion are afraid, and cry, “Who amongst
us shall dwell with the devouring fire, who amongst us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?’ |
might now giveyou aglimpse of hisexcellency in many of those properties and attributes by which
he discovers himself to the faith of poor sinners; but as he that goes into a garden where there are
innumerable flowers in great variety, gathers not all he sees, but crops here and there one, and
another, | shall endeavour to open adoor, and give aninlet into the infinite excellency of the graces
of the Lord Jesus, as he is “God blessed for evermore,” presenting the reader with one or two
instances, leaving him to gather for his own use what farther he pleaseth. Hence, then, observe, —

The endless, bottomless, boundless grace and compassion that isin him who isthus our husband,
asheisthe God of Zion. It is not the grace of a creature, nor all the grace that can possibly at once
dwell in a created nature, that will serve our turn. We are too indigent to be suited with such a
supply. There was afulness of grace in the human nature of Christ, — he received not “the Spirit
by measure,” Johniii. 34; afulness like that of light in the sun, or of water in the sea (I speak not
in respect of communication, but sufficiency); afulnessincomparably above the measure of angels:
yet it was not properly an infinite fulness, — it was a created, and therefore alimited fulness. If it
could be conceived as separated from the Deity, surely so many thirsty, guilty souls, as every day
drink deep and large draughts of grace and mercy from him, would (if | may so speak) sink him to
the very bottom; nay, it could afford no supply at all, but only inamoral way. But when the conduit
of his humanity is inseparably united to the infinite, inexhaustible fountain of the Deity, who can
look into the depths thereof? If, now, there be grace enough for sinnersin an al-sufficient God, it
isin Christ; and, indeed, in any other there cannot be enough. The Lord gives this reason for the
peace and confidence of sinners, Isa. liv. 4, 5, “Thou shalt not be ashamed, neither be thou
confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame.” But how shall this be? So much sin, and not
ashamed! so much guilt, and not confounded! “Thy Maker,” saith he, “is thine husband; the Lorp
of hostsis his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall
he be called.” Thisisthe bottom of all peace, confidence, and consolation, — the grace and mercy
of our Maker, of the God of the whol e earth. So are kindness and power tempered in him; he makes
us, and mars us, — heisour God and our Goel, our Redeemer. “Look unto me,” saith he, “and be
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ye saved; for | am God, and none else,” Isa. xlv. 22, “Surely, shall one say, In the Lorp have |
righteousness,” verse 24.

And on this ground it is that if all the world should (if | may so say) set themselves to drink
free grace, mercy, and pardon, drawing water continually from thewells of salvation; if they should
set themselves to draw from one single promise, an angel standing by and crying, “Drink, O my
friends, yea, drink abundantly, take so much grace and pardon as shall be abundantly sufficient for
the world of sin which isin every one of you;” — they would not be able to sink the grace of the
promise one hair’ s breadth. There is enough for millions of worlds, if they were; because it flows
into it from an infinite, bottomless fountain. “ Fear not, O worm Jacob, | am God, and not man,” is
the bottom of sinners' consolation. Thisis that “head of gold” mentioned, Cant. v. 11, that most
preciousfountain of grace and mercy. Thisinfinitenessof grace, in respect of its spring and fountain,
will answer al objections that might hinder our souls from drawing nigh to communion with him,
and from afree embracing of him. Will not thissuit usin all our distresses? What isour finite guilt
before it? Show me the sinner that can spread his iniquities to the dimensions (if | may so say) of
thisgrace. Hereismercy enough for the greatest, the oldest, the stubbornest transgressor, — “Why
will ye die, O house of Israel?” Take heed of them who would rob you of the Deity of Christ. If
there were no more grace for me than what can be treasured up in amere man, | should rejoice [if]
my portion might be under rocks and mountains.

Consider, hence, his eterna, free, unchangeable love. Were the love of Christ unto us but the
love of a mere man, though never so excellent, innocent, and glorious, it must have a beginning, it
must have an ending, and perhaps be fruitless. The love of Christ in his human nature towards his
is exceeding, intense, tender, precious, compassionate, abundantly heightened by a sense of our
miseries, feeling of our wants, experience of our temptations; al flowing from that rich stock of
grace, pity, and compassion, which, on purpose for our good and supply, was bestowed on him:
but yet this love, as such, cannot be infinite nor eternal, nor from itself absolutely unchangeable.
Were it no more, though not to be paralleled nor fathomed yet our Saviour could not say of it, as
he does, “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you,” John xv. 9. His love could not be
compared with and sgqualled unto the divine love of the Father, in those properties of eternity,
fruitfulness, and unchangeableness, which are the chief anchors of the soul, rolling itself on the
bosom of Christ. But now, —

(1) Itiseterna: “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; | have not,” saith he, “ spoken in secret
from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am |: and now the Lord cop, and his Spirit, has
sent me,” Isa. xlviii. 16. He himself is “yesterday, today, and for ever,” Heb. xiii. 8; and so is his
love, being hiswho is* Alphaand Omega, thefirst and thelast, the beginning and the ending, which
is, which was, and which isto come,” Rev. i. 11.

(2.) Unchangeable. Our loveislike ourselves; aswe are, so are all our affections: soisthelove
of Christ like himself. We love one, one day, and hate him the next. He changeth, and we change
also: thisday heisour right hand, our right eye; the next day, “ Cut him off, pluck him out.” Jesus
Christisstill the same; and so ishislove. “1n the beginning he laid the foundation of the earth; and
the heavens are the works of his hands; they shall perish, but he remaineth: they all shall wax old
as does agarment; and as a vesture shall he fold them up, and they shall be changed: but he isthe
same, and hisyearsfail not,” Heb. i. 10-12. Heisthe Lorp, and he changeth not; and therefore we
are not consumed. Whom he loves, he loves unto the end. Hisloveis such as never had beginning,
and never shall have ending.
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(3. Itisaso fruitful, — fruitful in al gracious issues and effects. A man may love another as
his own soul, yet perhaps that love of his cannot help him. He may thereby pity him in prison, but
not relieve him; bemoan him in misery, but not help him; suffer with him in trouble, but not ease
him. We cannot love grace into a child, nor mercy into afriend; we cannot love them into heaven,
though it may be the great desire of our soul. It was love that made Abraham cry, “ O that Ishmael
might live before thee!” but it might not be. But now the love of Christ, being the love of God, is
effectual and fruitful in producing all the good things which he willeth unto his beloved. He loves
life, grace, and holiness into us; he loves us aso into covenant, loves us into heaven. Lovein him
is properly to will good to any one: whatever good Christ by his love wills to any, that willing is
operative of that good.

Thesethree qualifications of the love of Christ makeit exceedingly eminent, and him exceeding
desirable. How many millions of sins, in every one of the elect, every one whereof were enough
to condemn them all, has this love overcome! what mountains of unbelief does it remove! Look
upon the conversation of any one saint, consider the frame of his heart, see the many stains and
spots, the defilements and infirmities, wherewith his life is contaminated, and tell me whether the
love that bears with all this be not to be admired. And is it not the same towards thousands every
day? What streams of grace, purging, pardoning, quickening, assisting, do flow from it every day!
Thisis our Beloved, O ye daughters of Jerusalem.

2. Heisdesirable and worthy our acceptation, as considered in his humanity; even therein also,
inreferenceto us, heisexceedingly desirable. | shall only, inthis, note unto you two things.— (1.)
Its freedom from sin; (2.) Its fulness of grace; — in both which regards the Scripture sets him out
as exceedingly lovely and amiable.

(1.) He was free frown sin; — the Lamb of God, without spot, and without blemish; the male
of the flock, to be offered unto God, the curse falling on all other oblations, and them that offer
them, Mal. i. 14. The purity of the snow is not to be compared with the whiteness of this lily, of
thisrose of Sharon, even from the womb: “ For such an high priest became us, who isholy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners,” Heb. vii. 26. Sanctified persons, whose stainsarein any measure
washed away, are exceeding fair inthe eye of Christ himself. “ Thou art al fair,” saith he, “my love,
thou hast no spot in thee.” How fair, then, is he who never had the least spot or stain!

It is true, Adam at his creation had this spotless purity; so had the angels. but they came
immediately from the hand of God, without concurrence of any secondary cause. Jesus Christisa
plant and root out of adry ground, a blossom from the stem of Jesse, a bud from the loins of sinful
man, — born of a sinner, after there had been no innocent flesh in the world for four thousand
years, every one upon the roll of his genealogy being infected therewithal. To have a flower of
wonderful rarity to grow in paradise, agarden of God’ s own planting, not sullied in theleast, is not
so strange; but, as the psalmist speaks (in another kind), to hear of it inawood, to find it in aforest,
to have a spotless bud brought forth in the wilderness of corrupted nature, is athing which angels
may desire to look into. Nay, more, this whole nature was not only defiled, but also accursed; not
only unclean, but also guilty, — guilty of Adam’ stransgression, in whom we have all sinned. That
the human nature of Christ should be derived from hence free from guilt, free from pollution, this
isto be adored.

Objection. But you will say, “How can this be? who can bring a clean thing from an unclean?
How could Christ take our nature, and not the defilements of it, and the guilt of it? If Levi paid
tithesin the loins of Abraham, how isit that Christ did not sin in the loins of Adam?’
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Answer. There are two thingsin original sini—

[1.] Guilt of thefirst sin, which isimputed to us. We all sinned in him. ’Eq’ ¢ ndvrec fjuaptov,
Rom. v. 12, whether we render it relatively “inwhom,” or illatively, “being all have sinned,” all is
one: that one sin isthe sin of us all, — “omnes eramus unus ille homo.” We were al in covenant
with him; he was not only anatural head, but also afederal head unto us. As Christ isto believers,
Rom. v. 17; 1 Cor. xv. 22, so was he to us all; and his transgression of that covenant is reckoned
to us.

[2.] Thereisthe derivation of a polluted, corrupted nature from him: “Who can bring a clean
thing out of an unclean?’ “ That which isborn of thefleshisflesh,” and nothing else; whose wisdom
and mind is corrupted also: apolluted fountain will have polluted streams. Thefirst person corrupted
nature, and that nature corruptsall personsfollowing. Now, from both these was Christ most free.—

1st. He was never federaly in Adam, and so not liable to the imputation of his sin on that
account. It istrue that sin was imputed to him when he was made sin; thereby he took away the sin
of the world, John i. 29: but it was imputed to him in the covenant of the Mediator, through his
voluntary susception, and not in the covenant of Adam, by alegal imputation. Had it been reckoned
to him as a descendant from Adam, he had not been afit high priest to have offered sacrifices for
us, as not being “separate from sinners,” Heb. vii. 26. Had Adam stood in his innocence, Christ
had not been incarnate, to have been a mediator for sinners; and therefore the counsel of his
incarnation, morally, took not place, until after the fall. Though he wasin Adam in a natural sense
from hisfirst creation, in respect of the purpose of God, Lukeiii. 23, 38, yet he was not in him in
alaw sense until after the fall: so that, asto his own person, he had no more to do with thefirst sin
of Adam, than with any personal sin of [any] one whose punishment he voluntarily took upon him;
asweare not liableto the guilt of those progenitors who followed Adam, though naturally we were
no lessin them than in him. Therefore did he, al the days of his flesh, serve God in a covenant of
works; and was therein accepted with him, having done nothing that should disannul the virtue of
that covenant asto him. This does not, then, in the |least take off from his perfection.

2dly. For the pollution of our nature, it was prevented in him from the instant of conception,
Lukei. 35, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” He
was “made of awoman,” Gal. iv. 4; but that portion whereof he was made was sanctified by the
Holy Ghost, that what was born thereof should be aholy thing. Not only the conjunction and union
of soul and body, whereby aman becomes partaker of hiswhole nature, and therein of the pollution
of sin, being a son of Adam, was prevented by the sanctification of the Holy Ghost, but it also
accompanied the very separation of his bodily substance in the womb unto that sacred purpose
whereunto it was set apart: so that upon all accounts he is “holy, harmless, undefiled.” Add now
hereunto, that he “did no sin, neither was guile found in hismouth,” 1 Pet. ii. 22; that he “fulfilled
all righteousness,” Maitt. iii. 15; his Father being always “well pleased” with him, verse 17, on the
account of his perfect obedience; yea, even in that sense wherein he chargeth his angelswith folly,
and those inhabitants of heaven are not clean in his sight; and his excellency and desirableness in
this regard will lie before us. Such was he, such is he; and yet for our sakes was he contented not
only to be esteemed by the vilest of men to be a transgressor, but to undergo from God the
punishment due to the vilest sinners. Of which afterward.

(2.) Thefulness of grace in Christ’s human nature sets forth the amiableness and desirableness
thereof. Should | make it my businessto consider his perfections, asto this part of his excellency,
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— what he had from the womb, Lukei. 35, what received growth and improvement as to exercise
in the days of hisflesh, Lukeii. 52, with the complement of them all in glory, — the whole would
tend to the purpose in hand. | am but taking a view of these thingsin transits. These two thingslie
in open sight to al at the first consideration:— all grace was in him, for the kinds thereof; and all
degrees of grace, for its perfections; and both of them make up that fulness that wasin him. It is
created grace that | intend; and therefore | speak of the kinds of it: it is grace inherent in a created
nature, not infinite; and therefore | speak of the degrees of it.

For the fountain of grace, the Holy Ghost, he received not him “by measure,” John iii. 34; and
for the communications of the Spirit, “it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell,”
Coal. i. 19, — “that in al things he might have the pre-eminence.” But these things are commonly
spoken unto.

Thisisthe Beloved of our souls, “holy, harmless, undefiled;” “full of grace and truth;” — full,
to asufficiency for every end of grace, — full, for practice, to be an example to men and angels as
to obedience, full, to a certainty of uninterrupted communion with God, — full, to a readiness of
giving supply to others, — full, to suit him to all the occasions and necessities of the souls of men,
— full, to aglory not unbecoming a subsistence in the person of the Son of God, — full, to aperfect
victory, in trials, over al temptations, — full, to an exact correspondence to the whole law, every
righteous and holy law of God, full to the utmost capacity of a limited, created, finite nature, —
full, to the greatest beauty and glory of a living temple of God, — full, to the full pleasure and
delight of the soul of his Father, — full to an everlasting monument of the glory of God, in giving
such inconceivable excellencies to the Son of man.

And thisisthe second thing considerable for the endearing of our soulsto our Beloved.

3. Consider that heisall thisin one person. We have not been treating of two, a God and aman;
but of onewho is God and man. That Word that was with God in the beginning, and was God, John
i. 1, isalso madeflesh, verse 14; — not by a conversion of itself into flesh; not by appearing in the
outward shape and likeness of flesh; but by assuming that holy thing that was born of the virgin,
Lukei. 35, into persona union with himself. So “ The mighty God,” Isa. ix. 6, isa“child given” to
us; that holy thing that was born of the virgin is called “The Son of God,” Lukei. 35. That which
made the man Christ Jesus to be a man, was the union of soul and body; that which made him that
man, and without which he was not the man, was the subsistence of both united in the person of
the Son of God. As to the proof hereof, | have spoken of it elsewhere at large; | now propose it
only in general, to show the amiableness of Christ on thisaccount. Herelies, hence arises, the grace,
peace, life, and security of the church, — of al believers; as by some few considerations may be
clearly evinced:—

(1.) Hence was he fit to suffer and able to bear whatever was due unto us, in that very action
wherein the“ Son of man gave hislifearansom for many,” Matt. xx. 28. “God redeemed his church
with his own blood,” Acts xx. 28; and therein was the “love of God seen, that he gave hislife for
us,” 1 Johniii. 16. On this account was there room, enough in his breast to receive the points of all
the swords that were sharpened by the law against us; and strength enough in his shouldersto bear
the burden of that curse that was due to us. Thence was he so willing to undertake the work of our
redemption, Heb. x. 7, 8, “Lo, | come to do thy will, O God,” because he knew his ability to go
through with it. Had he not been man, he could not have suffered; — had he not been God, his
suffering could not have availed either himself or us, — he had not satisfied; the suffering of a
mere man could not bear any proportion to that which in any respect was infinite. Had the great
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and righteous God gathered together all the sins that had been committed by his elect from the
foundation of the world, and searched the bosoms of all that were to come to the end of the world,
and taken them all, from the sin of their nature to the least deviation from the rectitude of his most
holy law, and the highest provocation of their regenerate and unregenerate condition, and laid them
on amere holy, innocent, creature; — O how would they have overwhelmed him, and buried him
for ever out of the presence of God's love! Therefore does the apostle premise that glorious
description of him to the purging of our sin: “He has spoken unto us by his Son, whom he has
appointed heir of al things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness of his
glory, and the expressimage of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,” has
“purged our sins.” Heb. i. 2, 3. It was he that purged our sins, who was the Son and heir of all
things, by whom the world was made, — the brightness of his Father’s glory, and express image
of his person; he did it, he alone was able to do it. “God was manifested in the flesh,” 1 Tim. iii.
16, for this work. The sword awaked against him that was the fellow of the Lord of hosts, Zech.
xiii. 7; and by the wounds of that great shepherd are the sheep healed, 1 Pet. ii. 24, 25.

(2.) Hence does he become an endless, bottomless fountain of grace to all them that believe.
The fulness that it pleased the Father to commit to Christ, to be the great treasury and storehouse
of the church, did not, does not, lie in the human nature, considered in itself; but in the person of
the mediator, God and man. Consider wherein his communication of grace does consist, and this
will be evident. The foundation of all islaid in his satisfaction, merit, and purchase; these are the
morally procuring cause of all the grace we receive from Christ. Hence all grace becomes to be
his; al the things of the new covenant, the promises of God, al the mercy, love, grace, glory
promised, became, | say, to be his. Not as though they were al actually invested, or did reside and
were in the human nature, and were from thence really communicated to us by a participation of a
portion of what did so inhere: but they are morally his, by a compact, to be bestowed by him as he
thinks good, as he is mediator, God and man; that is, the only begotten Son made flesh, Johnii. 14,
“from whose fulnesswereceive, and gracefor grace.” Thereal communication of graceisby Christ
sending the Holy Ghost to regenerate us, and to create all the habitual grace, with the daily supplies
thereof, in our hearts, that we are made partakers of. Now the Holy Ghost is thus sent by Christ as
mediator, God and man, asis at large declared, John 14; 15; 16; of which more afterward. This,
then, isthat which | intend by thisfulness of grace that isin Christ, from whence we have both our
beginning and all our supplies; which makes him, as he is the alpha and Omega of his church, the
beginner and finisher of our faith, excellent and desirable to our souls.— Upon the payment of the
great price of his blood, and full acquitment on the satisfaction he made, all grace whatever (of
which at large afterward) becomes, in amoral sense, his, at his disposal; and he bestows it on, or
works it in, the hearts of his by the Holy Ghost, according as, in his infinite wisdom, he sees it
needful. How glorious is he to the soul on this consideration! That is most excellent to us which
suits usin awanting condition, — that which gives bread to the hungry, water to the thirsty, mercy
to the perishing. All our reliefsare thusin our Beloved. Here isthe life of our souls, the joy of our
hearts, our relief against sin and deliverance from the wrath to come.

(3.) Thusis hefitted for amediator, a days-man, an umpire between God and us, — being one
with him, and one with us, and onein himself in this oneness, in the unity of one person. His ability
and universal fitness for his office of mediator are hence usually demonstrated. And herein is he
“Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” Herein shinesout theinfinitely gloriouswisdom
of God; which we may better admire than express. What soul that has any acquaintance with these
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things falls not down with reverence and astonishment? How glorious is he that is the Beloved of
our souls! What can be wanting that should encourage usto take up our rest and peacein his bosom?
Unless all ways of relief and refreshment be so obstructed by unbelief, that no consideration can
reach the heart to yield it the least assistance, it is impossible but that from hence the soul may
gather that which will endear it unto him with whom we have to do. Let us dwell on the thoughts
of it. Thisisthe hidden mystery; great without controversy; admirable to eternity. What poor, low,
perishing things do we spend our contemplations on! Were we to have no advantage by this
astonishing dispensation, yet itsexcellency, glory, beauty, depths, deserve the flower of our inquiries,
the vigour of our spirits, the substance of our time; but when, withal, our life, our peace, our joy,
our inheritance, our eternity, our all, lies herein, shall not the thoughts of it always dwell in our
hearts, always refresh and delight our souls?

(4.) Heisexcellent and gloriousin this, — in that he is exalted and invested with all authority.
When Jacob heard of the exaltation of his son Joseph in Egypt, and saw the chariots that he had
sent for him, his spirit fainted and recovered again, through abundance of joy and other overflowing
affections. Is our Beloved lost, who for our sakes was upon the earth poor and persecuted, reviled,
killed? No! he was dead, but heisalive, and, o, helivesfor ever and ever, and has the keys of hell
and of death. Our Beloved is made alord and ruler, Actsii. 36. He is made a king; God sets him
his king on his holy hill of Zion, Ps. ii. 6; and he is crowned with honour and dignity, after he had
been “made alittle lower than the angels for the suffering of death,” Heb. ii. 7-9. And what is he
made king of ?“ All things are put in subjection under hisfeet,” verse 8. And what power over them
has our Beloved? “All power in heaven and earth,” Matt. xxviii. 18. As for men, he has power
given him “over all flesh,” John xvii. 2. And in what glory does he exercise this power? He gives
eternal lifeto hiselect; ruling them in the power of God, Micah v. 4, until he bring them to himself:
and for hisenemies, hisarrowsare sharp intheir hearts, Ps. xlv. 5; he dips hisvesturein their blood.
Oh, how gloriousis hein hisauthority over hisenemies! In thisworld heterrifies, frightens, awes,
convinces, bruises their hearts and consciences, — fills them with fear, terror, disguietment, until
they yield him feigned obedience; and sometimes with outward judgements bruises, breaks, turns
the wheel upon them, — stainsall hisvesture with their blood, — fillsthe earth with their caresses.
and at last will gather them all together, beast, false prophet, nations, etc., and cast them into that
lake that burns with fire and brimstone.

Heis gloriously exalted above angels in this his authority, good and bad, Eph. i. 2022, “far
above al principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only inthisworld, but asoin that whichisto come.” They areall under hisfeet, — at hiscommand
and absolute disposal. He is at the right hand of God, in the highest exaltation possible, and in full
possession of a kingdom over the whole creation; having received a “name above every name,”
etc., Phil. ii. 9. Thusishegloriousin histhrone, which isat “the right hand of the majesty on high;”
gloriousin hiscommission, which is*“all power in heaven and earth;” gloriousin his name, aname
above every name, — “Lord of lords, and King of kings;” gloriousin his sceptre, — “a sceptre of
righteousnessisthe sceptre of hiskingdom;” gloriousin his attendants, — “his chariots are twenty
thousand, even thousands of angels,” among them he rideth on the heavens, and sendeth out the
voice of his strength, attended with ten thousand times ten thousand of his holy ones; gloriousin
his subjects, — all creaturesin heaven and in earth, nothing is left that is not put in subjection to
him; glorious in his way of rule, and the administration of his kingdom, — full of sweetness,
efficacy, power, serenity, holiness, righteousness, and grace, in and towards his elect, — of terror,
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vengeance, and certain destruction towards the rebellious angels and men; glorious in the issue of
his kingdom, when every knee shall bow before him, and all shall stand before his judgement-seat.
Andwhat alittle portion of hisglory isit that we have pointed to! Thisisthe beloved of the church,
— itshead, its husband; this is he with whom we have communion: but of the whole exaltation of
Jesus Christ | am elsewhere to treat at large.

Having insisted on these generals, for the farther carrying on the motives to communion with
Christ, in the relation mentioned, taken from his excellencies and perfections, | shall reflect on the
description given of him by the spousein the Canticles, to thisvery end and purpose Cant. v. 10-16,
“My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as the most fine
gold, hislocks are bushy, and black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His cheeks are as abed of spices, as sweet flowers: hislips
likelilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh. His hands are as gold rings, set with the beryl: hisbelly
isasbright ivory overlaid with sapphires. Hislegs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine
gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is
altogether lovely. Thisis my Beloved, and thisis my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.”

The general description given of him, verse 10, has been before considered; the ensuing
particulars are instances to make good the assertion that he is “the chiefest among ten thousand.”

The spouse begins with hishead and face, verses 11-13. In hishead, she speaksfirst in general,
unto the substance of it, —itis“finegold;” and thenin particular, asto its ornaments, — “ hislocks
are bushy, and black asaraven.”

1. “His head is as the most fine gold,” or, “His head gold, solid gold;” so some; — “made of
pure gold;” so others, — xpuoiov ke@aAr], say the LXX., retaining part of both the Hebrew words,
to “18 N2, — “massa auri.”

Two things are eminent in gold, — splendour or glory, and duration. This is that which the
spouse speaks of the head of Christ. His head is his government, authority, and kingdom. Hence it
issaid, “A crown of pure gold was on his head,” Ps. xxi. 3; and his head is here said to be gold,
because of the crown of gold that adorns it, — as the monarchy in Daniel that was most eminent
for glory and duration, is termed a“head of gold,” Dan. ii. 38. And these two things are eminent
in the kingdom and authority of Christ:—

(1) It is a glorious kingdom; he is full of glory and majesty, and in his majesty he rides
“prosperoudly,” Ps. xlv. 3, 4. “His glory is great in the salvation of God: honour and majesty are
laid upon him: heis made blessed for ever and ever,” Ps. xxi. 5, 6. | might insist on particulars, and
show that thereis not any thing that may render a kingdom or government glorious, but it isin this
of Christin all its excellencies. It is a heavenly, a spiritual, a universal, and a shaken kingdom; all
which render it glorious. But of this, somewhat before.

(2) Itisdurable, yea, eternal, — solid gold. “His throne is for ever and ever,” Ps. xlv. 6; “of
the increase of his government there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice from henceforth even for
ever,” Isa. ix. 7. “His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,” Dan. vii. 27, — “akingdom that shall
never be destroyed,” chap. ii. 44; for he must reign until all his enemies be subdued. This is that
head of gold, — the splendour and eternity of his government.
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And if you take the head in a natural sense, either the glory of his Deity is here attended to, or
the fulness and excellency of his wisdom, which the head is the seat of. The allegory is not to be
straitened, whilst we keep to the analogy of faith.

2. For the ornaments of his head; his locks, they are said to be “bushy,” or curled, “black as a
raven.” His curled locks are black; “as araven,” is added by way of illustration of the blackness,
not with any allusion to the nature of the raven. Take the head spoken of in a political sense: his
locks of hair — said to be curled, as seeming to be entangled, but really falling in perfect order and
beauty, as bushy locks — are his thoughts, and counsels, and ways, in the administration of his
kingdom. They are black or dark, because of their depth and unsearchableness, — as God is said
to dwell in thick darkness; and curled or brushy, because of their exact interweavings, from his
infinite wisdom. His thoughts are many as the hairs of the head, seeming to be perplexed and
entangled, but really set in acomely order, as curled bushy hair; deep and unsearchabl e, and dreadful
to his enemies, and full of beauty and comeliness to his beloved. Such are, | say, the thoughts of
his heart, the counsels of his wisdom, in reference to the administrations of his kingdom:— dark,
perplexed, involved, to acarnal eye; in themselves, and to his saints, deep, manifold, ordered in all
things, comely, desirable.

In anatural sense, black and curled locks denote comeliness, and vigour of youth. The strength
and power of Christ, in the execution of his counsels, in all hisways, appears glorious and lovely.

The next thing described in himishiseyes. Verse 12, “His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the
rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.” The reason of this allusion is obvious.— doves
aretender birds, not birds of prey; and of all othersthey have the most bright, shining, and piercing
eye; their delight also in streams of water is known. Their being washed in milk, or clear, white,
crystal water, addsto their beauty. And they are here said to be “fitly set;” that is, in due proportion
for beauty and lustre, — as a precious stone in the foil or fulness of aring, as the word signifies.

Eyes being for sight, discerning, knowledge, and acquaintance with the things that are to be
seen; the knowledge, the understanding, the discerning Spirit of Christ Jesus, are hereintended. In
the allusion used four things are ascribed to them:— 1. Tenderness; 2. Purity; 3. Discerning; and,
4. Glory:—

1. The tenderness and compassion of Christ towards his church is here intended. He looks on
it with the eyes of galleys doves; with tenderness and careful compassion; without anger, fury, or
thoughts of revenge. So isthe eyeinterpreted, Deut. xi. 12, “The eyes of the Lorp thy God are upon
that land.” Why so? “It is aland that the Lorp thy God careth for;” — careth for it in mercy. So
are the eyes of Christ on us, as the eyes of one that in tenderness cares for us; that lays out his
wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, in all tender love, in our behalf. He is the stone, that
foundation-stone of the church, whereon “are seven eyes,” Zech. iii. 9; wherein is a perfection of
wisdom, knowledge, care, and kindness, for its guidance.

2. Purity; — as washed doves' eyes for purity. This may be taken either subjectively, for the
excellency and immixed cleanness and purity of hissight and knowledgein himself; or objectively,
for his delighting to behold purity in others. “He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity,” Hab. i.
13. “He has no pleasure in wickedness; the foolish shall not stand in hissight,” Ps. v. 4, 5. If the
righteous soul of Lot was vexed with seeing the filthy deeds of wicked men, 2 Pet. ii. 8, who yet
had eyes of flesh, in which there was a mixture of impurity; how much more do the pure eyes of
our dear Lord Jesus abominate all the filthiness of sinners! But herein lies the excellency of his
love to us, that he takes care to take away our filth and stains, that he may delight in us; and seeing
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we are so defiled, that it could no otherwise be done, hewill do it by hisown blood, Eph. v. 25-27,
“Even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse
it, with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.” The
end of thisundertaking is, that the church might be thus gloriously presented unto himself, because
heis of purer eyesthan to behold it with joy and delight in any other condition. He leaves not his
spouse until he says of her, “Thou art al fair, my love; thereisno spot in thee,” Cant. iv. 7. Partly,
he takes away our spots and stains, by the “renewing of the Holy Ghost;” and wholly adorns us
with his own righteousness: and that because of the purity of his own eyes, which “cannot behold
iniquity,” — that he might present us to himself holy.

3. Discerning. He sees as doves, quickly, clearly, thoroughly, — to the bottom of that which
he looks upon. Hence, in another place it is said that his “eyes are as a flame of fire,” Rev. i. 14.
And why so? That the churches might know that he is he which “searcheth the reins and hearts,”
Rev. ii. 23. He has discerning eyes, nothing is hid from him; all things are open and naked before
him with whom we have to do. It is said of him, whilst he was in this world, that “ Jesus knew all
men, and needed not that any should testify of man; for he knew what was in man,” John ii. 24,
25. His piercing eyes look through all the thick coverings of hypocrites, and the snow [show] of
pretences that is on them. He sees the inside of all; and what men are there, that they are to him.
He sees not as we see, but ponders the hidden man of the heart. No humble, broken, contrite soul,
shall lose one sigh or groan after him, and communion with him; no pant of love or desire is hid
from him, — he sees in secret; no glorious performance of the most glorious hypocrite will avail
with him, — his eyes ook through all, and the filth of their hearts lies naked before him.

4. Beauty and glory are hereintended also. Every thing of Christisbeautiful, for heis* altogether
lovely,” verse 16, but most glorious [is he] in his sight and wisdom: he is the wisdom of God's
eternal wisdom itself; hisunderstanding isinfinite. What spots and stainsarein all our knowledge!
When it ismade perfect, yet it will still befiniteand limited. Hisiswithout spot of darkness, without
foil of limitedness.

Thus, then, ishe beautiful and glorious.— his*head isof gold, hiseyesaredoves eyes, washed
in milk, and fitly set.”

The next thing insisted on is his cheeks. Verse 13, “His cheeks are as a bed of spices; as sweet
flowers,” or “towersof perfumes’ [marginal reading], or well-grown flowers. There are threethings
evidently pointed at in these words.— 1. A sweet savour, as from spices, and flowers, and towers
of perfume; 2. Beauty and order, as spices set in rows or beds, as the words import; 3. Eminency
in that word, as sweet or well-grown, great flowers.

These things are in the cheeks of Christ. The Chaldee paraphrase, who applies thiswhole song
to God' s dealings with the people of the Jews, makes these cheeks of the church’s husband to be
the two tables of stone, with the various lines drawn in them; but that allusion is strained, as are
most of the conjectures of that scholiast.

The cheeks of aman are the seat of comeliness and manlike courage. The comeliness of Chrigt,
as has in part been declared, is from his fulness of grace in himself for us. His manly courage
respects the administration of hisrule and government, from hisfulness of authority; aswas before
declared. This comeliness and courage the spouse, describing Christ as a beautiful, desirable
personage, to show that spiritually heis so, calleth his cheeks; so to make up his parts, and proportion.
And to them does she ascribe, —
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1. A sweet savour, order, and eminency. A sweet savour; as God is said to smell a sweet savour
from the grace and obedience of his servants (Gen. viii. 21, the Lorp smelled a savour of rest from
the sacrifice of Noah), so do the saints smell a sweet savour from hisgrace laid up in Christ, Cant.
i. 3. Itisthat which they rest in, which they delight in, which they are refreshed with. Asthe smell
of aromatical spices and flowers pleases the natural sense, refreshes the spirits, and delights the
person; so do the graces of Christ to his saints. They please their spiritual sense, they refresh their
drooping spirits, and give delight to their souls. If he be nigh them, they smell his raiment, as |saac
the raiment of Jacob. They say, “It is as the smell of afield which the Lorp has blessed,” Gen.
xxvii. 27; and their souls are refreshed with it.

2. Order and beauty are as spices set in agarden bed. So are the graces of Christ. When spices
are set in order, any one may know what is for his use, and take and gather it accordingly. Their
answering, also, one to another makes them beautiful. So are the graces of Christ; in the gospel
they are distinctly and in order set forth, that sinners by faith may view them, and take from him
according to their necessity. They are ordered for the use of saints in the promises of the gospel.
Thereislightin him, and lifein him, and power in him, and al consolation in him; — aconstellation
of graces, shining with glory and beauty. Believers take a view of them all, see their glory and
excellency, but fix especialy on that which, in the condition wherein they are, is most useful to
them. One takes light and joy; another, life and power. By faith and prayer do they gather these
thingsin this bed of spices. Not any that comes to him goes away unrefreshed. What may they not
take, what may they not gather? what is it that the poor soul wants? Behold, it is here provided, set
out in order in the promises of the gospel; which are as the beds wherein these spices are set for
our use: and on the account hereof is the covenant said to be “ordered in all things,” 2 Sam. xxiii.
5.

3. Eminency. Hischeeksare“atower of perfumes’ held up, made conspicuous, visible, eminent.
So it iswith the graces of Christ, when held out and lifted up in the preaching of the gospel. They
are atower of perfumes, — a sweet savour to God and man.

The next clause of that verseis, “Hislipsarelikelilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh.” Two
perfectionsin things natural are here alluded unto:— First, the glory of colour in thelilies, and the
sweetness of savour in the myrrh. The glory and beauty of the liliesin those countries was such as
that our Saviour tells us that “ Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of them,” Matt.
vi. 29; and the savour of myrrh such as, when the Scripture would set forth any thing to be an
excellent savour, it compares it thereunto, Ps. xlv. 8; and thereof was the sweet and holy ointment
chiefly made, Exod. xxx. 23-25: mention is also made frequently of it in other places, to the same
purpose. It issaid of Christ, that “grace was poured into hislips,” Ps. xlv. 2; whence men wondered
or were amazed — toic Adyog tfig xapirog, [Luke iv. 22] — at the words of grace that proceeded
out of his mouth. So that by the lips of Christ, and their dropping sweet-smelling myrrh, the word
of Christ, its savour, excellency, and usefulness, is intended. Herein is he excellent and glorious
indeed, surpassing the excellencies of those natural things which yet are most precious in their
kind, — even in the glory, beauty, and usefulness of hisword. Hence they that preach his word to
the saving of the souls of men, are said to be a “sweet savour unto God,” 2 Cor. ii. 15; and the
savour of the knowledge of God is said to be manifested by them, verse 14. | might insist on the
several properties of myrrh, whereto the word of Christ is here compared, — its bitternessin taste,
its efficacy to preserve from putrefaction, its usefulness in perfumes and unctions, — and pressthe
allegory in setting out the excellencies of theword in allusionsto them; but | only insist on generals.
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This is that which the Holy Ghost here intends.— the word of Christ is sweet, savoury, precious
unto believers; and they see him to be excellent, desirable, beautiful, in the precepts, promises,
exhortations, and the most bitter threats thereof.

The spouse adds, “His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl” [verse 14]. Theword “beryl,”
intheoriginal, is“ Tarshish;” which the Septuagint have retained, not restraining it to any peculiar
precious stone; the onyx, say some; the chrysolite, say others; — any precious stone shining with
asea-green colour, for theword signifiesthe seaaso. Gold rings set with precious, glittering stones,
are both valuable and desirable, for profit and ornament: so are the hands of Christ; that is, all his
works, — the effects, by the cause. All hisworks are glorious; they are al fruits of wisdom, love,
and bounty. “And his belly is as bright ivory, overlaid with sapphires.” The smoothness and
brightness of ivory, the preciousness and heavenly colour of the sapphires, are here caled in, to
give some lustre to the excellency of Christ.” To these is his belly, or rather his bowels (which
takesinthe heart also), compared. It istheinward bowels, and not the outward bulk that issignified.
Now, to show that by “bowels’ in the Scripture, ascribed either to God or man, affections are
intended, is needless. The tender love, unspeakable affections and kindness, of Christ to hischurch
and people, isthus set out. What a beautiful sight isit to the eye, to see pure polished ivory set up
and down with heaps of precious sapphires! How much more glorious are the tender affections,
mercies, and compassion of the Lord Jesus unto believers!

Verse 15. The strength of his kingdom, the faithfulness and stability of his promises, — the
height and glory of his person in his dominion, — the sweetness and excellency of communion
with him, isset forth in thesewords: “Hislegsare as pillars of marble set upon sockets of fine gold,;
his countenance is as L ebanon, excellent as the cedars: his mouth is most sweet.”

When the spouse has gone thus far in the description of him, she concludes al in this general
assertion: “He iswholly desirable, — altogether to be desired or beloved.” Asif she should have
said, — “I have thus reckoned up some of the perfections of the creatures (things of most value,
price, usefulness, beauty, glory, here below), and compared some of the excellencies of my Beloved
unto them. Inthisway of allegory | can carry things no higher; | find nothing better or more desirable
to shadow out and to present his loveliness and desirableness: but, alas! all this comes short of his
perfections, beauty, and comeliness; ‘heisall wholly to be desired, to be beloved;” " —

Lovely in hisperson, — in the glorious al-sufficiency of his Deity, gracious purity and holiness
of his humanity, authority and majesty, love and power.

Lovely in his birth and incarnation; when he was rich, for our sakes becoming poor, — taking
part of flesh and blood, because we partook of the same; being made of a woman, that for us he
might be made under the law, even for our sakes.

Lovely in the whole course of his life, and the more than angelical holiness and obedience
which, in the depth of poverty and persecution, he exercised therein; — doing good, receiving evil;
blessing, and being cursed, reviled, reproached, all his days.

Lovely in his death; yea, therein most lovely to sinners; — never more glorious and desirable
than when he came broken, dead, from the cross. Then had he carried all our sinsinto a land of
forgetfulness; then had remade peace and reconciliation for us; then had he procured life and
immortality for us.

Lovely in his whole employment, in his great undertaking, — in his life, death, resurrection,
ascension; being amediator between God and us, to recover the glory of God’ sjustice, and to save
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our souls, — to bring us to an enjoyment of God, who were set at such an infinite distance from
him by sin.

Lovely in the glory and majesty wherewith heis crowned. Now heis set down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high; where, though he be terrible to his enemies, yet heis full of mercy, love,
and compassion, towards his beloved ones.

Lovely in all those supplies of grace and consolations, in al the dispensations of hisHoly Spirit,
whereof his saints are made partakers.

Lovely in al the tender care, power, and wisdom, which he exercises in the protection,
safe-guarding, and delivery of his church and people, in the midst of all the oppositions and
persecutions whereunto they are exposed.

Lovely in al his ordinances, and the whole of that spiritually glorious worship which he has
appointed to his people, whereby they draw nigh and have communion with him and his Father.

Lovely and glorious in the vengeance he taketh, and will finally execute, upon the stubborn
enemies of himself and his people.

Lovely in the pardon he has purchased and does dispense, — in the reconciliation he has
established, — in the grace he communicates, — in the consol ations he does administer, — in the
peace and joy he gives his saints, — in his assured preservation of them unto glory.

What shall | say? there is no end of his excellencies and desirableness; — “He is altogether
lovely. Thisisour beloved, and thisis our friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.”

Digression 2.

All solid wisdom laid up in Christ — True wisdom, wherein it consists — Knowledge of God, in
Christ only to be obtained — What of God may be known by hisworks — Some properties of God
not discovered but in Christ only; love, mercy — Others not fully but in him; as vindictive justice,
patience, wisdom, all-sufficiency — No property of God savingly known but in Christ — What is
required to a saving knowledge of the properties of God — No true knowledge of ourselves but in
Christ — Knowledge of ourselves, wherein it consisteth — Knowledge of sin, how to be had in
Christ; also of righteousness and of judgement — The wisdom of walking with God hid in Christ
— What is required thereunto — Other pretenders to the title of wisdom examined and rejected
Christ alone exalted.

A seconp consideration of the excellencies of Christ, serving to endear the hearts of them who
stand with him in the relation insisted on, arises from that which, in the mistaken apprehension of
it, isthe great darling of men, and in its true notion the great aim of the saints; which is wisdom
and knowledge. Let it be evinced that all true and solid knowledge islaid up in, and is only to be
attained from and by, the Lord Jesus Christ; and the hearts of men, if they are but true to themselves
and their most predominate principles, must needs be engaged to him. Thisis the great design of
all men, taken off from professed slavery to the world, and the pursuit of sensual, licentious courses,
— that they maybe wise: and what ways the generality of men engage in for the compassing of
that end shall be afterward considered. To the glory and honour of our dear Lord Jesus Christ, and
the establishment of our hearts in communion with him, the design of this digression isto evince
that all wisdom islaid up in him, and that from him alone it is to be obtained.
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1 Cor. i. 24, the Holy Ghost tells us that “ Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of God:”
not the essential Wisdom of God, as heis the eternal Son of the Father (upon which account heis
called “Wisdom” in the Proverbs, chap. viii. 22, 23); but as he is crucified, verse 23. As he is
crucified, so he is the wisdom of God; that is, all that wisdom which God layeth forth for the
discovery and manifestation of himself, and for the saving of sinners, which makes foolish all the
wisdom of the world, — that isall in Christ crucified; held out in him, by him, and to be obtained
only from him. And thereby in him do we see the glory of God, 2 Cor. iii. 18. For heis not only
said to be “the wisdom of God,” but aso to be “made unto us wisdom,” 1 Cor. i. 30. He is made,
not by creation, but ordination and appointment, wisdom unto us; not only by teaching us wisdom
(by ametonymy of the effect for the cause), as heisthe great prophet of his church, but also because
by the knowing of him we become acquainted with the wisdom of God, — which is our wisdom;
which is a metonymy of the adjunct. This, however verily promised, is thus only to be had. The
sum of what is contended for is asserted in terms, Col. ii. 3, “In him are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.”

There are two things that might seem to have some colour in claiming atitle and interest in this
business.— 1. Civil wisdom and prudence, for the management of affairs; 2. Ability of learning
and literature; — but God rejecteth both these, as of no use at all to the end and intent of true wisdom
indeed. Thereisin the world that which is called “understanding;” but it comes to nothing. There
isthat whichiscalled “wisdom;” but it isturned into folly, 1 Cor. i. 19, 20, “God brings to nothing
the understanding of the prudent, and makes foolish this wisdom of the world.” And if there be
neither wisdom nor knowledge (as doubtless there is not), without the knowledge of God, Jer. viii.
9, itisall shut up in the Lord Jesus Christ: “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, whichisin the bosom of the Father, he hasrevealed him.” Heisnot seen at another time, John
i. 18, nor known upon any other account, but only the revelation of the Son. He has manifested him
from hisown bosom; and therefore, verse 9, itissaid that heis*“thetrue Light, which lighteth every
man that comesinto the world,” the true Light, which hasit in himself: and none has any but from
him; and al have it who come unto him. He who does not so, isin darkness.

The sum of all true wisdom and knowledge may be reduced to these three heads.— 1. The
knowledge of God, his nature and his properties. 2. The knowledge of ourselvesin reference to the
will of God concerning us. 3. Skill to walk in communion with God:—

I. The knowledge of the works of God, and the chief end of all, does necessarily attend these.
1. In these three is summed up all true wisdom and knowledge; and, 2, — Not any of them isto
any purpose to be obtained, or is manifested, but only in and by the Lord Christ:—

1. God, by the work of the creation, by the creation itself, did reveal himself in many of his
properties unto his creatures capable of his knowledge; — his power, his goodness, his wisdom,
his all-sufficiency, are thereby known. This the apostle asserts, Rom. i. 19-21. Verse 19, he calls
it 0 yvwotov tod =00, — verse 20, that is, hiseternal power and Godhead; and verse 21, aknowing
of God: and all this by the creation. But yet there are some properties of God which all the works
of creation cannot in any measure reveal or make known; — as his patience, long-suffering, and
forbearance. For al things being made good, there could be no place for the exercise of any of
these properties, or manifestation of them. The whole fabric of heaven and earth considered in
itself, asat first created, will not discover any such thing as patience and forbearance in God; which
yet are eminent properties of his nature, as himself proclaims and declares, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.
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Wherefore the Lord goes farther; and by the works of his providence, in preserving and ruling
the world which he made, discovers and reveals these properties also. For whereas by cursing the
earth, and filling al the elements oftentimes with signs of his anger and indignation, he has, asthe
apostle tells us, Rom. i. 18, “reveded from heaven his wrath against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men;” yet not proceeding immediately to destroy all things, he has manifested
his patience and forbearance to all. This Paul, Actsxiv. 16, 17, tells us: “He suffered all nationsto
walk in their own ways; yet he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave rain
from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with food and gladness.” A large account of
his goodness and wisdom herein the psalmist gives us, Ps. 104 throughout. By these ways he bare
witnessto hisown goodness and patience; and so it issaid, “ He endures with much long-suffering,”
etc., Rom. ix. 22. But now, here all the world is at a stand; by all this they have but an obscure
glimpse of God, and see not so much as his back parts. Moses saw not that, until he was put into
the rock; and that rock was Christ. There are some of the most eminent and glorious properties of
God (I mean, in the manifestation whereof he will be most glorious; otherwise his properties are
not to be compared) that there is not the least glimpse to be attained of out of the Lord Christ, but
only by and in him; and some that comparatively we have no light of but in him; and of all the rest
no true light but by him:—

(1.) Of thefirst sort, whereof not the least guess and imagination can enter into the heart of man
but only by Christ, are love and pardoning mercy:—

[1.] Love; | mean love unto sinners. Without this, man is of all creatures most miserable; and
there is not the least glimpse of it that can possibly be discovered but in Christ. The Holy Ghost
says, 1 Johniv. 8, 16, “God islove;” that is, not only of aloving and tender nature, but one that
will exercise himself in adispensation of hislove, eternal love, towards us, — onethat has purposes
of love for us from of old, and will fulfil them all towards us in due season. But how is this
demonstrated? how may we attain an acquaintance with it? He tells us, verse 9, “In this was
manifested the love of God, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we
might live through him.” Thisisthe only discovery that God has made of any such property in his
nature, or of any thought of exercising it towards sinners, — in that he has sent Jesus Christ into
the world, that we might live by him. Where now is the wise, where is the scribe, where is the
disputer of thisworld, with all their wisdom? Their voice must be that of the hypocritesin Zion,
Isa. xxxiii. 14, 15. That wisdom which cannot teach me that God is love, shall ever passfor folly.
Let men go to the sun, moon, and stars, to showers of rain and fruitful seasons, and answer truly
what by them they learn hereof. Let them not think themselves wiser or better than those that went
before them, who, to a man, got nothing by them, but being left inexcusable.

[2.] Pardoning mercy, or grace. Without this, even hislove would be fruitless. What discovery
may be made of this by asinful man, may be seen in the father of usall; who, when he had sinned,

had no reserve for mercy, but hid himself, Gen. iii. 8. He did it 31" mﬁb, when the wind did but

alittle blow at the presence of God; and he did it foolishly, thinking to * hide himself among trees!”
Ps. cxxxix. 7, 8. “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ,” John i.
17, — gracein thetruth and substance. Pardoning mercy, that comes by Christ alone; that pardoning
mercy which is manifested in the gospel, and wherein God will be glorified to all eternity, Eph. i.
6. | mean not that general mercy, that velleity of acceptance which some put their hopes in: that
“pathos’, (which to ascribe unto God is the greatest dishonour that can be done him) shines not
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with oneray out of Christ; it iswholly treasured up in him, and revealed by him. Pardoning mercy
is God’ s free, gracious acceptance of a sinner upon satisfaction made to his justice in the blood of
Jesus; nor is any discovery of it, but as relating to the satisfaction of justice, consistent with the
glory of God. It is amercy of inconceivable condescension in forgiveness, tempered with exact
justice and severity. Rom. iii. 25, God is said “to set forth Christ to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness in the remission of sins;” his righteousness is aso
manifested in the business of forgiveness of sins: and therefore it is everywhere said to be wholly
in Christ, Ephi. 7. So that this gospel grace and pardoning mercy is aone purchased by him, and
revealed in him. And thiswas the main end of all typical institutions, — to manifest that remission
and forgivenessis wholly wrapped up in the Lord Christ, and that out of him thereis not the least
conjecture to be made of it, nor the least morsel to be tasted. Had not God set forth the Lord Christ,
all the angelsin heaven and men on earth could not have apprehended that there had been any such
thing in the nature of God asthis grace of pardoning mercy. The apostle assertsthe full manifestation
aswell asthe exercise of this mercy to bein Christ only, Tit. iii. 4, 5, “ After that the kindness and
love of God our Saviour towards man appeared,” namely, in the sending of Christ, and the declaration
of him in the gospel. Then was this pardoning mercy and salvation not by works discovered.

And these are of those properties of God whereby he will be known, whereof there is not the
least glimpse to be obtained but by and in Christ; and whoever knows him not by these, knows him
not at all. They know an idol, and not the only true God. He that has not the Son, the same has not
the Father, 1 Johnii. 23; and not to have God as a Father, is not to have him at all; and heisknown
asaFather only asheislove, and full of pardoning mercy in Christ. How thisisto be had the Holy
Ghost tells us, 1 John v. 20, “The Son of God is come and has given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true.” By him alone we have our understanding to know him that is true.
Now, these properties of God Christ revealeth in his doctrine, in the revelation he makes of God
and his will, as the great prophet of the church, John xvii. 6. And on this account the knowledge
of them is exposed to all, with an evidence unspeakably surmounting that which is given by the
creation to his eternal power and Godhead. But the life of this knowledge lies in an acquaintance
with his person, wherein the express image and beams of this glory of his Father do shine forth,
Heb. i. 3; of which before.

(2.) There are other properties of God which, though also otherwise discovered, yet are so
clearly, eminently, and savingly only in Jesus Christ; as, — [1.] Hisvindictivejusticein punishing
sin; [2.] His patience, forbearance, and long-suffering towards sinners; [ 3.] Hiswisdom, in managing
thingsfor hisown glory; [4.] Hisall-sufficiency, in himself and unto others. All these, though they
may receive some lower and inferior manifestations out of Christ, yet they clearly shine only in
him; so asthat it may be our wisdom to be acquainted with them.

[1.] Hisvindictive justice. God has, indeed, many ways manifested his indignation and anger
against sin; so that men cannot but know that it is “the judgement of God, that they which commit
such things are worthy of death,” Rom. i. 32. He has in the law threatened to kindle afirein his
anger that shall burn to the very heart of hell. And even in many providential dispensations, “his
wrath is revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness of men,” Rom. i. 18. So that men must
say that heisa God of judgement. And he that shall but consider that the angels for sin were cast
from heaven, shut up under chains of everlasting darkness unto the judgement of the great day (the
rumour whereof seemsto have been spread among the Gentiles, whence the poet makes his Jupiter
threaten the inferior rebellious deities with that punishment); and how Sodom and Gomorrah were
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condemned with an overthrow, and burned into ashes, that they might be “examples unto those that
should after live ungodly,” 2 Pet. ii. 6; cannot but discover much of God's vindictive justice and
his anger against sin. But far more clear does this shine into usin the Lord Christ:—

1st. In him God has manifested the naturalness of this righteousness unto him, in that it was
impossible that it should be diverted from sinners without the interposing of a propitiation. Those
who lay the necessity of satisfaction merely upon the account of a free act and determination of
the will of God, leave, to my apprehension, no just and indispensable foundation for the death of
Christ, but lay it upon a supposition of that which might have been otherwise. But plainly, God, in
that he spared not his only Son, but made his soul an offering for sin, and would admit of no
atonement but in his blood, has abundantly manifested that it is of necessity to him (his holiness
and righteousness requiring it) to render indignation, wrath, tribulation, and anguish unto sin. And
the knowledge of this naturalness of vindictive justice, with the necessity of its execution on
supposition of sin, isthe only true and useful knowledge of it. To look upon it as that which God
may exercise or forbear, makes his justice not a property of his nature, but a free act of hiswill;
and awill to punish where one may do otherwise without injustice, is rather ill-will than Justice.

2dly. In the penalty inflicted on Christ for sin, this justice is far more gloriously manifested
than otherwise. To see, indeed, aworld, made good and beautiful, wrapped up in wrath and curses,
clothed with thorns and briers; to see the whole beautiful creation made subject to vanity, given up
to the bondage of corruption; to hear it groan in pain under that burden; to consider legions of
angels, most glorious and immortal creatures, cast down into hell, bound with chains of darkness,
and reserved for a more dreadful judgement for one sin; to view the ocean of the blood of souls
spilt to eternity on this account, — will give some insight into thisthing. But what isall thisto that
view of it which may be had by a spiritual eyein the Lord Christ? All these things are worms, and
of no value in comparison of him. To see him who is the wisdom of God, and the power of God,
always beloved of the Father; to see him, | say, fear, and tremble, and bow, and sweat, and pray,
and die; to see him lifted up upon the cross, the earth trembling under him, asif unable to bear his
weight; and the heavens darkened over him, asif shut against his cry; and himself hanging between
both, as if refused by both; and all this because our sins did meet upon him; — this of all things
does most abundantly manifest the severity of God’s vindictive justice. Here, or nowhere, isit to
be learned.

[2.] His patience, forbearance, and long-suffering towards sinners. There are many glimpses
of the patience of God shining out in the works of his providence; but all exceedingly beneath that
discovery of it which we have in Christ, especialy in these three things.—

1st. The manner of its discovery. This, indeed, is evident to al, that God does not ordinarily
immediately punish men upon their offences. It may belearned from his constant way in governing
theworld: notwithstanding all provocations, yet he does good to men; causing his sun to shine upon
them, sending them rain and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with food and gladness. Hence it
was easy for them to conclude that there was in him abundance of goodness and forbearance. But
all thisisyet in much darkness, being the exurgency of men’s reasonings from their observations;
yea, the management of it [God’s patience} has been such as that it has proved a snare almost
universally unto them towards whom it has been exercised, Eccles. viii. 11, aswell asatemptation
to them who have looked on, Job xxi. 7; Ps. Ixxiii. 24, etc.; Jer. xii. 1; Hab. i. 13. The discovery
of it in Christ is utterly of another nature. In him the very nature of God is discovered to be love
and kindness; and that he will exercise the same to sinners, he has promised, sworn, and solemnly
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engaged himself by covenant. And that we may not hesitate about the aim which he has herein,
thereis a stable bottom and foundation of acting suitably to those gracious properties of his nature
held forth, — namely, the reconciliation and atonement that ismadein the blood of Christ. Whatever
discovery were made of the patience and levity of God unto us, yet if it were not withal revealed
that the other properties of God, as his justice and revenge for sin, had their acting also assigned
tothemto thefull, there could belittle consolation gathered from the former. And therefore, though
God may teach men his goodness and forbearance, by sending them rain and fruitful seasons, yet
withal at the sametime, upon all occasions, “revealing hiswrath from heaven against the ungodliness
of men,” Rom. i. 18, it is impossible that they should do any thing but miserably fluctuate and
tremble at the event of these dispensations; and yet thisis the best that men can have out of Christ,
the utmost they can attain unto. With the present possession of good things administered in this
patience, men might, and did for a season, take up their thoughts and satiate themselves; but yet
they were not in the least delivered from the bondage they were in by reason of death, and the
darkness attending it. The law reveals no patience or forbearance in God; it speaks, asto the issue
of transgressions, nothing but sword and fire, had not God interposed by an act of sovereignty. But
now, as was said, with that revelation of forbearance which we have in Chrigt, there is dso a
discovery of the satisfaction of hisjustice and wrath against sin; so that we need not fear any acting
from them to interfere with the works of his patience, which are so sweet unto us. Hence God is
said to be “in Christ, reconciling the world to himself,” 2 Cor. v. 19; manifesting himself in him
as one that has now no more to do for the manifestation of al his attributes, — that is, for the
glorifying of himself, — but only to forbear, reconcile, and pardon sin in him.

2dly. Inthe nature of it. What isthere in that forbearance which out of Christ isrevealed? Merely
anot immediate punishing upon the offence, and, withal, giving and continuing temporal mercies;
such things as men are prone to abuse, and may perish with their bosoms full of them to eternity.
That which lies hid in Christ, and is revealed from him, is full of love, sweetness, tenderness,
kindness, grace. It isthe Lord swaiting to be graciousto sinners; waiting for an advantage to show
love and kindness, for the most eminent endearing of a soul unto himself, Isa. xxx. 18, “ Therefore
will the Lorp wait, that he may be gracious unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may
have mercy upon you.” Neither is there any revelation of God that the soul finds more sweetness
inthanthis. When it [one s soul] isexperimentally convinced that God from timeto time has passed
by many, innumerable iniquities, heis astonished to think that God should do so; and admires that
he did not take the advantage of his provocations to cast him out of his presence. He finds that,
with infinite wisdom, in al long-suffering, he has managed all his dispensations towards him to
recover him from the power of the devil, to rebuke and chasten his spirit for sin, to endear him unto
himself; — there is, | say, nothing of greater sweetness to the soul than this: and therefore the
apostle says, Rom. iii. 25, that all is*“through the forbearance of God.” God makesway for complete
forgiveness of sins through this his forbearance; which the other does not.

3dly. They differ in their ends and aims. What isthe aim and design of God in the dispensation
of that forbearance which is manifested and may be discovered out of Christ? The apostle tells us,
Rom. ix. 22, “What if God, willing to show hiswrath, and to make his power known, endured with
much long-suffering the vessel s of wrath fitted for destruction?” 1t was but to leave them inexcusable,
that his power and wrath against sin might be manifested in their destruction. And therefore he
calls it “a suffering of them to walk in their own ways,” Acts xiv. 16; which elsewhere he holds
out as amost dreadful judgement, — to wit, in respect of that issue whereto it will certainly come;
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asPs. Ixxxi. 12, “1 gave them up unto their own hearts’ lusts, and they walked in their own counsels.”
whichisasdreadful acondition asacreatureis capable of falling into in thisworld. And Acts xvii.
30, he calls it a“winking at the sins of their ignorance;” as it were taking no care nor thought of
them in their dark condition, as it appears by the antithesis, “But now he commandeth all men
everywhereto repent.” He did not take so much notice of them then asto command them to repent,
by any clear revelation of hismind and will. And therefore the exhortation of the apostle, Rom. ii.
4, “Despises thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and long suffering, not knowing that
the goodness of God |eadeth thee to repentance?’ is spoken to the Jews, who had advantages to
learn the natural tendency of that goodness and forbearance which God exercisesin Christ; which,
indeed, leads to repentance: or else he does in general intimate that, in very reason, men ought to
make another use of those things than usually they do, and which he chargeth them withal, verse
5, “But after thy hardness and impenitent heart,” etc. At best, then, the patience of God unto men
out of Christ, by reason of their own incorrigible stubbornness, proves but like the waters of the
river Phasis, that are sweet at the top and bitter in the bottom; they swim for awhile in the sweet
and good things of this life, Luke xvi. 20; wherewith being filled, they sink to the depth of all
bitterness.

But now, evidently and directly, the end of that patience and forbearance of God which is
exercised in Christ, and discovered in him to us, isthe saving and bringing into God those towards
whom he is pleased to exercise them. And therefore Peter tells you, 2 Pet. iii. 9, that he is
“long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that al should come to
repentance;” that is, al ustowards whom he exercises forbearance; for that isthe end of it, that his
will concerning our repentance and salvation may be accomplished. And the nature of it, with its
end, iswell expressed, Isa. liv. 9, “Thisis as the waters of Noah unto me: for as | have sworn that
the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so have | sworn that | would not be wrath,”
etc. It isGod' staking acourse, in hisinfinite wisdom and goodness, that we shall not be destroyed
notwithstanding our sins; and therefore, Rom. xv. 5, these two things are laid together in God, as
coming together from him, “The God of patience and consolation:” his patience is a matter of the
greatest consolation. And thisisanother property of God, which, though it may break forth in some
rays, to some ends and purposes, in other things, yet the treasures of it are hid in Christ; and none
isacquainted with it, unto any spiritual advantage, that learnsit not in him.

[3.] His wisdom, his infinite wisdom, in managing things for his own glory, and the good of
them towards whom he has thoughts of love. The Lord, indeed, haslaid out and manifested infinite
wisdom in hisworks of creation, providence, and governing of hisworld: in wisdom has he made
all his creatures. “How manifold are his works! in wisdom has he made them all; the earth is full
of hisriches,” Ps. civ. 24. So in his providence, his supportment and guidance of all things, in order
to one another, and his own glory, unto the ends appointed for them; for all these things “come
forth from the Lorp of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working,” Isa. xxviii.
29. Hislaw also isfor ever to be admired, for the excellency of the wisdom therein, Deut. iv. 7, 8.
But yet there is that which Paul is astonished at, and wherein God will for ever be exalted, which
he calls, “The depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God,” Rom. xi. 33; — that is
only hidin and revealed by Christ. Hence, as heis said to be “the wisdom of God,” and to be “made
unto us wisdom;” so the design of God, which is carried along in him, and revealed in the gospel,
iscalled “thewisdom of God,” and a“ mystery; even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before
the world was; which none of the princes of thisworld knew,” 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8. Eph. iii. 10, itiscalled,
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“The manifold wisdom of God;” and to discover the depth and riches of this wisdom, he tells us
in that verse that it is such, that principalities and powers, that very angels themselves, could not
in the least measure get any acquaintance with it, until God, by gathering of a church of sinners,
did actually discover it. Hence Peter informs us, that they who are so well acquainted with all the
works of God, do yet bow down and desire with earnestness to look into these things (the things
of the wisdom of God in the gospel), 1 Pet. i. 12. It asks a man much wisdom to make a curious
work, fabric, and building; but if one shall come and deface it, to raise up the same building to
more beauty and glory than ever, thisis excellence of wisdom indeed. God in the beginning made
all things good, glorious, and beautiful. When all things had an innocence and beauty, the clear
impress of hiswisdom and goodness upon them, they were very glorious; especially man, who was
made for his special glory. Now, all this beauty was defaced by sin, and the wholes creation rolled
up in darkness, wrath, curses, confusion, and the great praise of God buried in the heaps of it. Man,
especialy, was utterly lost, and came short of the glory of God, for which he was created, Rom.
iii. 23. Here, now, does the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God open itself.
A designin Christ shines out from hisbosom, that was lodged there from eternity, to recover things
to such an estate as shall be exceedingly to the advantage of hisglory, infinitely above what at first
appeared, and for the putting of sinners into inconceivably a better condition than they were in
before the entrance of sin. He appears now glorious; he is known to be a God pardoning iniquity
and sin, and advances the riches of his grace: which was his design, Eph. i. 6. He has infinitely
vindicated his justice also, in the face of men, angels, and devils, in setting forth his Son for a
propitiation. It isalso to our advantage; we are more fully established in hisfavour, and are carried
on towards amore exceeding weight of glory than formerly wasrevealed. Hence wasthat gjaculation
of one of the ancients, “O felix culpa, quaetalem meruit redemptorem!” Thus Paul tells us, “ Great
isthe mystery of godliness,” 1 Tim. iii. 16, and that “without controversy.” We receive “grace for
grace;” — for that gracelost in Adam, better gracein Christ. Confessedly, thisisadepth of wisdom
indeed. And of the love of Christ to his church, and his union with it, to carry on this business,
“Thisisagreat mystery,” Eph. v. 32, says the apostle; great wisdom lies herein.

So, then, thisalso is hid in Christ, — the great and unspeakable riches of the wisdom of God,
in pardoning sin, saving sinners, satisfying justice, fulfilling the law, repairing his own honour, and
providing for us a more exceeding weight of glory; and all this out of such a condition as wherein
it was impossible that it should enter into the hearts of angels or men how ever the glory of God
should be repaired, and one sinning creature delivered from everlasting ruin. Hence it is said, that
at the last day God “shall be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe,” 2 Thess.
i. 10. It shall be an admirable thing, and God shall be for ever gloriousin it, even in the bringing
of believersto himself. To save sinnersthrough believing, shall be found to beafar more admirable
work than to create the world of nothing.

[4.] Hisal-sufficiency isthe last of this sort that | shall name.

God's all-sufficiency in himself is his absolute and universal perfection, whereby nothing is
wanting in him, nothing to him: No accession can be made to his fulness, no decrease or wasting
can happen thereunto. Thereisalso in him an al-sufficiency for others; which ishispower to impart
and communicate his goodness and himself so to them as to satisfy and fill them, in their utmost
capacity, with whatever is good and desirable to them. For the first of these, — his all-sufficiency
for the communication of his goodness, that is, in the outward effect of it, — God abundantly
manifested in the creation, in that he made all things good, al things perfect; that is, to whom
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nothing was wanting in their own kind; — he put a stamp of his own goodness upon them all. But
now for the latter, — his giving himself as an all-sufficient God, to be enjoyed by the creatures, to
hold out all that isin him for the satiating and making them blessed, — that is alone discovered by
and in Christ. In him heisaFather, a God in covenant, wherein he has promised to lay out himself
for them; in him has he promised to give himself into their everlasting fruition, as their exceeding
great reward.

And so | haveinsisted on the second sort of propertiesin God, whereof, though we have some
obscure glimpse in other things, yet the clear knowledge of them, and acquaintance with them, is
only to be had in the Lord Christ.

That which remaineth is, briefly to declare that not any of the properties of God whatever can
be known, savingly and to consolation, but only in him; and so, consequently, all the wisdom of
the knowledge of God is hid in him alone, and from him to be obtained.

2. There is no saving knowledge of any property of God, nor such as brings consolation, but
what aloneisto be had in Christ Jesus, being laid up in him, and manifested by him. Some eye the
justice of God, and know that thisis his righteousness, that they which do suchthings’ (assin) “are
worthy of death,” Rom. i. 32. But thisisto no other end but to make them cry, “Who amongst us
shall dwell with the devouring fire?” Isa. xxxiii. 14. Othersfix upon his patience, goodness, mercy,
forbearance; but it does not at all lead them to repentance; but “they despise the riches of his
goodness, and after their hardness and impenitent hearts treasure up unto themselves wrath against
the day of wrath,” Rom. ii. 4, 5. Others, by the very works of creation and providence, come to
know “hiseternal power and Godhead; but they glorify him not as God, nor are thankful, but become
vain in their imagination, and their foolish hearts are darkened,” Rom. i. 20. Whatever discovery
men have of truth out of Christ, they “hold it captive under unrighteousness,” verse 18. Hence Jude
tells us, verse 10, that “in what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt
themselves.”

That we may have a saving knowledge of the properties of God, attended with consolation,
these three things are required:— (1.) That God has manifested the glory of them all in away of
doing good unto us. (2.) That he will yet exercise and lay them out to the utmost in our behalf (3.)
That, being so manifested and exercised, they are fit and powerful to bring us to the everlasting
fruition of himself; which is our blessedness. Now, all these three lie hid in Christ; and the least
glimpse of them out of him is not to be attained.

(1.) Thisisto be received, that God has actually manifested the glory of all his attributesin a
way of doing us good. What will it avail our souls, what comfort will it bring unto us, what
endearment will it put upon our hearts unto God, to know that he is infinitely righteous, just, and
holy, unchangeably true and faithful, if we know not how he may preserve the glory of hisjustice
and faithfulness in his comminations and threatening, but only in one ruin and destruction? if we
can from thence only say it is arighteous thing with him to recompense tribul ation unto us for our
iniquities? What fruit of this consideration had Adam in the garden? Gen. iii. What sweetness, what
encouragement, is there in knowing that he is patient and full of forbearance, if the glory of these
isto be exalted in enduring the vessels of wrath fitted for destruction? nay, what will it avail usto
hear him proclaim himself “The Lorp, The Lorp God, merciful and gracious, abundant in goodness
and truth,” yet, withal, that he will “by no means clear the guilty,” so shutting up the exercise of
all his other properties towards us, upon the account of our iniquity? Doubtless, not at al. Under
this naked consideration of the properties of God, justice will make men fly and hide, Gen. 3; Isa.
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ii. 21, xxxiii. 15, 16; — patience, render them obdurate, Eccles. viii. 11. Holiness utterly deters
them from all thoughts of approach unto him, John xxiv. 19. What relief have we from thoughts
of hisimmensity and omnipresence, if we have cause only to contrive how to fly from him (Ps.
cxxxix. 11, 12), if we have no pledge of his gracious presence with us? This is that which brings
salvation, when we shall see that God has glorified al his properties in a way of doing us good.
Now, this he has done in Jesus Christ. In him has he made his justice glorious, in making all our
iniquities to meet upon him, causing him to bear them all, as the scapegoat in the wilderness; not
gparing him, but giving him up to death for usall; — so exalting hisjustice and indignation against
sininaway of freeing usfrom the condemnation of it, Rom. iii. 25, viii. 33, 34. In him has he made
his truth glorious, and his faithfulness, in the exact accomplishment of all his absolute threatening
and promises. That fountain-threat and combination whence all others flow, Gen. ii. 17, “In the
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt die the death;” seconded with a curse, Deut. xxvii. 26, “Cursed
is every one that continueth not,” etc. [Gal. iii. 10] — isin him accomplished, fulfilled, and the
truth of God in them laid in away to our good. He, by the grace of God, tasted death for us, Heb.
ii. 9; and so delivered us who were subject to death, verse 15; and he has fulfilled the curse, by
being made a curse for us, Gal. iii. 13. So that in his very threatening his truth is made gloriousin
away to our good. And for his promises, “They are al yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of
God by us,” 2 Cor. i. 20. And for his mercy, goodness, and the riches of his grace, how eminently
are they made gloriousin Christ, and advanced for our good! God has set him forth to declare his
righteousness for the forgiveness of sin; he has made way in him for ever to exalt the glory of his
pardoning mercy towards sinners. To manifest thisisthe great design of the gospel, as Paul admirably
setsit out, Eph. i. 5-8. There must our souls come to an acquaintance with them, or for ever live
in darkness.

Now, thisis a saving knowledge, and full of consolation, when we can see al the properties of
God made glorious and exalted in away of doing us good. And this wisdom is hid only in Jesus
Christ. Hence, when he desired his Father to glorify his name, John xii. 24, — to make in him his
name (that is, his nature, his properties, hiswill) al gloriousin that work of redemption he had in
hand, — he was instantly answered from heaven, “| have both glorified it and will glorify it again.”
He will giveit its utmost glory in him.

(2.) That God will yet exercise and lay out those properties of his to the utmost in our behalf.
Though he has made them all gloriousin away that may tend to our good, yet it does not absolutely
follow that he will use them for our good; for do we not see innumerable persons perishing
everlastingly, notwithstanding the manifestation of himself which God has madein Christ. Wherefore
farther, God has committed all his propertiesinto the hand of Christif | may so say, to be managed
in our behalf, and for our good. He is “The power of God, and the wisdom of God;” heis*“The
Lorp our Righteousness,” and is “made unto us of God wisdom, and righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption.” Christ having glorified his Father in al his attributes, he has now the exercise of
them committed to him, that he might be the captain of salvation to them that do believe; so that
if, in the righteousness, the goodness, the love, the mercy, the al-sufficiency of God, there be any
thing that will do us good, the Lord Jesusis fully interested with the dispensing of it in our behalf.
Hence God is said to be “in him, reconciling the world unto himself,” 2 Cor. v. 18. Whatever isin
him, he layeth it out for the reconciliation of the world, in and by the Lord Christ; and he becomes
“The Lorp our Righteousness,” Isa. xlv. 24, 25. And thisis the second thing required.
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(3.) There remaineth only, then, that these attributes of God, so manifested and exercised, are
powerful and able to bring us to the everlasting fruition of him. To evince this, the Lord wraps up
the whole covenant of gracein one promise, signifying noless: “1 will beyour God.” In the covenant,
God becomes our God, and we are his people; and thereby al his attributes are ours also. And lest
that we should doubt — when once our eyes are opened to see in any measure the inconceivable
difficulty that isin this thing, what unimaginable obstacles on al hands there lie against us — that
all isnot enough to deliver and save us, God has, | say, wrapped it up in this expression, Gen. xvii.
1, “I am,” saith he, “God Almighty” (al-sufficient); — “I am wholly able to perform all my
undertakings, and to be thy exceeding great reward. | can remove al difficulties, answer all
objections, pardon all sins, conquer al opposition: | am God all-sufficient.” Now, you know in
whom this covenant and all the promises thereof are ratified, and in whose blood it is confirmed,
— towit, inthe Lord Christ alone; in him only is God an all-sufficient God to any, and an exceeding
great reward. And hence Christ himself is said to “save to the uttermost them that come to God by
him,” Heb. 7. And these three things, | say, are required to be known, that we may have a saving
acquaintance, and such as is attended with consolation, with any of the properties of God; and all
these being hid only in Christ, from him alone it is to be obtained.

This, then, is the first part of our first demonstration, that all true and sound wisdom and
knowledgeislaid up in the Lord Christ, and from him alone to be obtained; because our wisdom,
consisting, in a main part of it, in the knowledge of God, his nature, and his properties, this lies
wholly hid in Christ, nor can possibly be obtained but by him.

I1. For the knowledge of ourselves, which is the seconp part of our wisdom, this consists in
these three things, which our Saviour sends his Spirit to convince the world of, — even “sin,
righteousness, and judgement,” John xvi. 8. To know ourselves in reference unto these three, isa
main part of true and sound wisdom,; for they all respect the supernatural and immortal end whereunto
we are appointed; and there is none of these that we can attain unto but only in Christ.

1. In respect of sin. There is a sense and knowledge of sin left in the consciences of all men by
nature. To tell them what is good and evil in many things, to approve and disapprove of what they
do, in reference to ajudgement to come, they need not go farther than themselves, Rom. ii. 14, 15.
But thisis obscure, and relates mostly to greater sins, and is in sum that which the apostle gives
us, Rom. i. 32, “They know the judgement of God, that they which do such things are worthy of
death.” Thishe placeth among the common presumptions and notionsthat are received by mankind,
— namely, that it is “righteous with God, that they who do such things are worthy of death.” And
if that be true, which is commonly received, that no nation is so barbarous or rude, but it retaineth
some sense of a Deity; then this also is true, that there is no nation but has a sense of sin, and the
displeasure of God for it. For thisisthe very first notion of God in theworld, that he isthe rewarder
of good and evil. Hence were all the sacrifices, purgings, expiations, which were so generally spread
over the face of the earth. But this was and is but very dark, in respect of that knowledge of sin
with its appurtenances, which isto be obtained.

A farther knowledge of sin, upon all accounts whatever, is giver by the law; that law which
was “added because of transgressions.” This revives doctrinally al that sense of good and evil
which was at first implanted in man; and it is a glass, whereinto whosoever is able spiritually to
look, may see sin in al its ugliness and deformity. The truth is, look upon the law in its purity,
holiness, compass, and perfection; its manner of delivery, with dread, terror, thunder, earthquakes,
fire; the sanction of it, in death, curse, wrath; and it makes awonderful discovery of sin, upon every
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account: its pollution, guilt, and exceeding sinfulness are seen by it. But yet all this does not suffice
to give aman atrue and thorough conviction of sin. Not but that the glassis clear, but of ourselves
we have not eyes to look into it; the rule is straight, but we cannot apply it: and therefore Christ
sends his Spirit to convince theworld of sin, John xvi. 8; who, though, asto some ends and purposes,
he makes use of the law, yet the work of conviction, which alone is a useful knowledge of sin, is
his peculiar work. And so the discovery of sin may also be said to be by Christ, — to be part of the
wisdom that is hid in him. But yet there is a twofold regard besides this, of his sending his Spirit
to convince us, wherein this wisdom appearsto be hid in him:— First, because there are some near
concernments of sin, which are more clearly held out in the Lord Christ’s being made sin for us,
than any other way. Secondly, in that there is no knowledge to be had of sin, so asto give it a
spiritual and saving improvement, but only in him.

For thefirst, there are four thingsin sin that clearly shine out in the cross of Christ:— (1.) The
desert of it. (2.) Man'simpotency by reason of it. (3.) The death of it. (4.) A new end put to it.

(1.) The desert of sin does clearly shine in the cross of Christ upon a twofold account:— [1.]
Of the person suffering for it. [2.] Of the penalty he underwent.

[1.] Of the person suffering for it. This the Scripture oftentimes very emphatically sets forth,
and lays great weight upon: John iii. 16, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son.” It was his only Son that God sent into the world to suffer for sin, Rom. viii. 32. “He spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all.” To see a slave beaten and corrected, it argues a
fault committed; but yet perhaps the demerit of it was not very great. The correction of ason argues
agreat provocation; that of an only son, the greatest imaginable. Never was sin seen to be more
abominably sinful and full of provocation, than when the burden of it was upon the shoulders of
the Son of God. God having made his Son, the Son of hislove, hisonly begotten, full of grace and
truth, sinfor us, to manifest hisindignation against it, and how utterly impossibleit isthat he should
let the least sin go unpunished, he lays hand on him, and spares him not. If sin be imputed to the
dear Son of hisbosom, as upon his own voluntary assumption of it it was (for he said to his Father,
“Lo, | cometo dothy will,” and all our iniquities did meet on him), [and] he will not spare him any
thing of the due desert of it; is it not most clear from hence, even from the blood of the cross of
Chrigt, that such isthe demerit of sin, that it is altogether impossible that God should pass by any,
the least, unpunished? If he would have done it for any, he would have done it in reference to his
only Son; but he spared him not.

Moreover, God is not at all delighted with, nor desirous of, the blood, the tears, the cries, the
inexpressible torments and sufferings, of the Son of hislove (for he delights not in the anguish of
any, — “he does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men,” much less the Son of his
bosom); only he required that hislaw befulfilled, hisjustice satisfied, hiswrath atoned for sin; and
nothing less than al this would bring it about. If the debt of sin might have been compounded for
at acheaper rate, it had never been held up at the price of the blood of Christ. Here, then, soul, take
aview of the desert of sin; behold it far more evident than in all the threatening and curses of the
law. “I thought, indeed,” mayest thou say from thence, “that sin, being found on such a poor worm
as | am, was worthy of death; but that it should have this effect if charged on the Son of God, —
that | never once imagined.”

[2.] Consider also, farther, what he suffered. For though he was so excellent aone, yet perhaps
it was but alight affliction and trial that he underwent, especially considering the strength he had
to bear it. Why, whatever it were, it made this “fellow of the Lorp of hosts,” this“lion of the tribe
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of Judah,” this“mighty one,” “the wisdom and power of God,” to tremble, sweat, cry, pray, wrestle,
and that with strong supplications. Some of the popish devotioniststell usthat one drop, the least,
of the blood of Christ, was abundantly enough to redeem all the world; but they err, not knowing
the desert of sin, nor the severity of the justice of God. If one drop less than was shed, one pang
less than was laid on, would have done it, those other drops had not been shed, nor those other
pangs laid on. God did not cruciate the dearly-beloved of his soul for nought. But there is more
than al this—

It pleased God to bruise him, to put him to grief, to make his soul an offering for sin, and to
pour out his life unto death. He hid himself from him, — was far from the voice of his cry, until
he cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ He made him sin and acursefor us;
executed on him the sentence of the law; brought him into an agony, wherein he sweat thick drops
of blood, was grievously troubled, and his soul was heavy unto death. He that was the power of
God, and the wisdom of God, went stooping under the burden, until the whole frame of nature
seemed astonished at it. Now this, as| said before that it discovered the indignation of God against
sin, so it clearly holds out the desert of it. Would you, then, see the true demerit of sin? — take the
measure of it from the mediation of Christ, especially his cross. It brought him who was the Son
of God, equal unto God, God blessed for ever, into the form of a servant, who had not where to lay
his head. It pursued him all hislife with afflictions and persecutions; and lastly brought him under
therod of God; there bruised him and brake him, — slew the Lord of life. Henceisdeep humiliation
for it, upon the account of him whom we have pierced. And thisisthefirst spiritual view of sin we
havein Christ.

(2.) The wisdom of understanding our impotency, by reason of sin, is wrapped up in him. By
our impotency, | understand two things.— [1.] Our disability to make any atonement with God for
sin. [2.] Our disability to answer hismind and will, in al or any of the obedience that he requireth,
by reason of sin.

[1.] For thefirst, that alone is discovered in Christ. Many inquiries have the sons of men made
after an atonement, — many ways have they entered into to accomplish it. After thisthey inquire,
Mic. vi. 6, 7, “Will any manner of sacrifices, though appointed of God, as burnt-offerings, and
calves of ayear old; though very costly, thousands of rams, and ten thousand rivers of oil; though
dreadful and tremendous, offering violence to nature, as to give my children to the fire;” — will
any of these things make an atonement? David does positively, indeed, determine this business,
Ps. xlix. 7, 8, “None of them” of the best or richest of men) “can by any means redeem his brother,
nor give to God aransom for him; for the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for
ever.” It cannot be done, — no atonement can be made; yet men would still be doing, still attempting:
hence did they heap up sacrifices, some costly, some bloody and inhuman. The Jews, to this day,
think that God was atoned for sin by the sacrifices of bullsand goats, and the like. And the Socinians
acknowledge no atonement, but what consistsin men’ s repentance and new obedience. In the cross
of Christ are the mouths of all stopped as to this thing. For, —

1st. God has there discovered that no sacrifices for sin, though of his own appointment, could
ever make them perfect that offered them, Heb. x. 11. Those sacrifices could never take away sin;
those services could never make them perfect that performed them, as to the conscience, Heb. ix.
9; asthe apostle proves, chap. x. 1. And thencethe Lord rejects all sacrifices and offerings whatever,
asto any such end and purpose, verses 6-8, Christ, in their stead, saying, “Lo, | come;” and by him
we are “justified from all things, from which we could not be justified by the law,” Acts xiii. 39:
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God, | say, in Christ, has condemned al sacrifices, as wholly insufficient in the least to make an
atonement for sin. And how great a thing it was to instruct the sons of men in this wisdom, the
event has manifested.

2dly. He has also written vanity on al other endeavours whatever, that have been undertaken
for that purpose. Rom. iii. 24-26, by setting forth hisonly Son “to be a propitiation,” he leaves no
doubt upon the spirits of men that in themsel vesthey could make no atonement; for “if righteousness
were by the law, then were Christ dead in vain.” To what purpose should he be made a propitiation,
were not we oursel ves weak and without strength to any such purpose? So the apostle argues, Rom.
v. 6, when we had no power, then did he by death make an atonement; as verses 8, 9.

This, wisdom then, is aso hid in Christ. Men may see by other helps, perhaps, far enough to
fill them with dread and astonishment, asthose in Isa. xxxiii. 14; but such asight and view of it as
may lead a soul to any comfortable settlement about it, — that only is discovered in this treasury
of heaven, the Lord Jesus.

[2.] Our disability to answer the mind and will of God, in al or any of the obedience that he
requireth, isin him only to be discovered. This, indeed, isathing that many will not be acquainted
with to thisday. To teach a man that he cannot do what he ought to do, and for which he condemns
himself if hedo it not, isno easy task. Man rises up with all his power to plead against a conviction
of impotency. Not to mention the proud conceits and expressions of the philosophers, how many
that would be called Christians do yet creep, by severa degrees, in the persuasion of a power of
fulfilling the law! And from whence, indeed, should men have this knowledge that we have not?
Nature will not teach it, — that is proud and conceited; and it is one part of its pride, weakness,
and corruption, not to know it at all. The law will not teach it: for though that will show us what
we have done amiss, yet it will not discover to us that we could not do better; yea, by requiring
exact obedience of us, it takes for granted that such power is in us for that purpose: it takes no
notice that we havelost it; nor doesit concern it so to do. This, then, also lieshid in the Lord Jesus.
Rom. viii. 24, “The law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin
and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Soninthelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us.” The law can bring forth no righteousness, no obedience; it is
weak to any such purpose, by reason of the flesh, and that corruption that is come on us. Thesetwo
thingsare donein Christ, and by him:— First, Siniscondemned asto its guilt, and we set free from
that; the righteousness of the law by his obedienceisfulfilled in us, who could never do it ourselves.
And, secondly, That obedience which is required of us, his Spirit works it in us. So that that
perfection of obedience which we have in him isimputed to us; and the sincerity that we havein
obedience is from his Spirit bestowed on us. And thisis the most excellent glass, wherein we see
our impotency; for what need we his perfect obedience to be made ours, but that we have not, can
not attain any? what need we his Spirit of life to quicken us, but that we are dead in trespasses and
sins?

(3.) The death of sin; — sin dying in us now, in some measure, whilst we are alive. Thisisa
third concernment of sin which it is our wisdom to be acquainted with; and it ishid only in Christ.
Thereisatwofold dying of sin.— asto the exercise of it in our mortal members; and asto theroot,
principle, and power of it in our souls. The first, indeed, may be learned in part out of Christ.
Christless men may have sin dying in them, as to the outward exercise of it. Men’s bodies may be
disabled for the service of their lusts, or the practice of them may not consist with their interest.
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Sin is never more alive than when it is thus dying. But there is a dying of it as to the root, the
principle of it, — the daily decaying of the strength, power, and life of it; and thisisto be had alone
in Christ. Sin is athing that of itself is not apt to die or to decay, but to get ground, and strength,
and life, in the subject wherein it is, to eternity; prevent all its actual eruptions, yet its original
enmity against God will still grow. In believersiit is till dying and decaying, until it be utterly
abolished. The opening of thistreasury [mystery] you have, Rom. vi. 3-6, etc. “Know ye not, that
so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were baptised into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together
in the likeness of his death, we shall be aso in the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin.” Thisisthe design of the apostle in the beginning of that chapter, not only to
manifest whence is the principle and rise of our mortification and the death of sin, even from the
death and blood of Christ; but also the manner of sin’s continuance and dying in us, from the manner
of Christ’s dying for sin. He was crucified for us, and thereby sin was crucified in us; he died for
us, and the body of sin is destroyed, that we should not serve sin; and as he was raised from the
dead, that death should not have dominion over him, so also are we raised from sin, that it should
not have dominion over us. Thiswisdom is hid in Christ only. Moses at his dying day had al his
strength and vigour; so have sin and the law to all out of Jesus:. at their dying day, sin is no way
decayed. Now, next to the receiving of the righteousness prepared for us, to know thisisthe chiefest
part of our wisdom. To be truly acquainted with the principle of the dying of sin, to feel virtue and
power flowing from the cross of Christ to that purpose, to find sin crucified in us, as Christ was
crucified for us, — thisis wisdom indeed, that isin him aone.

(4.) Thereisaglorious end whereunto sin is appointed and ordained, and discovered in Christ,
that others are unacquainted withal. Sin in its own nature tends merely to the dishonour of God,
the debasement of his majesty, and the ruin of the creaturein whomi it is; hell itself isbut thefilling
of wretched creatures with the fruit of their own devices. The combinations and threats of God in
the law do manifest one other end of it, even the demonstration of the vindictive justice of God, in
measuring out unto it a meets recompense of reward. But here the law stays (and with it all other
light) and discovers no other use or end of it at all. In the Lord Jesus there is the manifestation of
another and more glorious end; to wit, the praise of God's glorious grace in the pardon and
forgiveness of it; — God having taken order in Christ that that thing which tended merely to his
dishonour should be managed to hisinfinite glory, and that which of al things he desireth to exalt,
— even that he may be known and believed to be a“ God pardoning iniquity, transgression and
sin.” Toreturn, then, to this part of our demonstration:—

In the knowledge of ourselves, in reference to our eternal condition, does much of our wisdom
consist. Thereisnot any thing wherein, in this depraved condition of nature, we are more concerned
than sin; without a knowledge of that, we know not ourselves. “Fools make amock of sin.” A true
saving knowledge of sinisto be had only in the Lord Christ: in him may we see the desert of our
iniquities, and their pollution, which could not be borne or expiated but by his blood; neither is
there any wholesome view of these but in Christ. In him and his cross is discovered our universal
impotency, either of atoning God’ sjustice or living up to hiswill. The death of sinis procured by,
and discovered in, the death of Christ; as also the manifestation of the riches of God’ s grace in the
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pardoning thereof. A real and experimental acquaintance, as to ourselves, with all which, is our
wisdom; and it is that which is of more value than al the wisdom of the world.

2. Righteousness is a second thing whereof the Spirit of Christ convinces the world, and the
main thing that it is our wisdom to be acquainted withal. This all men are persuaded of, that God
is a most righteous God; (that is a natural notion of God which Abraham insisted on, Gen. xviii.
25, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?’) they “know that thisis the judgement of God,
that they who commit such things are worthy of death,” Rom. i. 32; that “it is a righteous thing
with him to recompense tribulation unto offenders,” 2 Thess. i. 6. Heis“a God of purer eyesthan
to behold evil,” Hab. i. 13; and therefore, “the ungodly cannot stand in judgement,” Ps. i. 5. Hence
the great inquiry of every one (who lies in any measure under the power of it), convinced of
immortality and the judgement to come, is concerning the righteousness wherewith to appear in
the presence of this righteous God. This more or less they are solicitous about all their days; and
S0, as the apostle speaks, Heb. ii. 15, “through the fear of death they are al their lifetime subject
to bondage,” they are perplexed with fears about the issue of their righteousness, lest it should end
in death and destruction.

(1.) Unto men set upon this inquiry, that which first and naturally presents itself, for their
direction and assistance, assuredly promising them a righteousness that will abide thetrial of God,
provided they will follow its direction, is the law. The law has many fair pleas to prevail with a
soul to close with it for arighteousness before God. It was given out from God himself for that end
and purpose; it contains the whole obedience that God requireth of any of the sons of men; it has
the promise of life annexed to it: “Do this, and live,” “ The doers of the law are justified;” and, “If
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments;” yea, it is most certain that it must be wholly
fulfilled, if we ever think to stand with boldness before God. This being some part of the plea of
the law, there is no man that seeks after righteousness but does, one time or another, attend to it,
and attempt its direction. Many do it every day, who yet will not own that so they do. This, then,
they set themselves about, — labouring to correct their lives, amend their ways, perform the duties
required, and so follow after arighteousness according to the prescript of thelaw. And inthiscourse
do many men continue long with much perplexity; — sometimes hoping, oftener fearing; sometimes
ready to give quite over; sometimes vowing to continue (their consciences being no way satisfied,
nor righteousness in any measure attained) all their days. After they have wearied themselves
perhaps for along season, in the largeness of their ways, they come at length, with fear, trembling,
and disappointment, to that conclusion of the apostle, “By the works of thelaw no fleshisjustified;”
and with dread cry that if God mark what is done amiss, there is no standing before him. That they
have this issue, the apostle witnesseth, Rom. ix. 31, 32, “Israel, who followed after the law of
righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.” It was not solely for want of endeavour in
themselves that they were disappointed, for they earnestly followed after the law of righteousness;
but from the nature of the thing itself, — it would not bear it. Righteousness was not to be obtained
that way; “For,” saith the apostle, “if they which are of the law be heirs, faith ismade void, and the
promise made of none effect; because the law worketh wrath,” Rom. iv. 14, 15. The law itself is
now such asthat it cannot give life, Gal. iii. 21, “If there had been alaw given which would have
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.” And he gives the reason in the next
verse why it could not give life; because “the Scripture concludes al under sin;” that is, it is very
true, and the Scripture affirmsit, that all men are sinners, and the law speaks not oneword to sinners
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but death and destruction: therefore the apostle tells us plainly, that God himself found fault with
this way of attaining righteousness, Heb. viii. 7, 8. He complains of it; that is, he declares it
insufficient for that end and purpose.

Now, there aretwo considerationsthat discover unto men the vanity and hopel essness of seeking
righteousness in this path:—

[1.] That they have already sinned: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,”
Rom. iii. 23. This they are sufficiently sensible of, that although they could for the time to come
fulfil the whole law, yet there is a score, areckoning, upon them already, that they know not how
to answer for. Do they consult their guide, the law itself, how they may be eased of the account
that is past? it has not one word of direction or consolation; but bids them prepare to die. The
sentence is gone forth, and there is no escaping.

[2.] That if all former debts should be blotted out, yet they are no way able for the future to
fulfil the law; they can as well move the earth with afinger, as answer the perfection thereof: and
therefore, as | said, on this twofold account, they conclude that this labour is lost. “By the works
of the law shall no flesh be justified.”

(2.) Wherefore, secondly, Being thus disappointed, by the severity and inexorableness of the
law, men generaly betake themselves to some other way, that may satisfy them as to those
considerations which took them off from their former hopes; and this, for the most part, is by fixing
themselves upon some ways of atonement to satisfy God, and helping out the rest with hopes of
mercy. Not to insist on the ways of atonement and expiation which the Gentiles had pitched on;
nor on the many ways and inventions — by works satisfactory at their own, supererogations of
others, indulgences, and purgatory in the close — that the Papists have found out for this end and
purpose; it is, | say, proper to all convinced persons, as above, to seek for a righteousness, partly
by an endeavour to satisfy for what is past, and partly by hoping after genera mercy. This the
apostle calls a seeking for it “asit were by the works of the law,” Rom. ix. 32; not directly, “but as
it were” by the works of the law, making up one thing with another. And hetells us what issue they
havein thisbusiness, chap. x. 3, “Being ignorant of God’ s righteousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, they have not submitted themsel ves unto the righteousness of God.” They
were by it enemies to the righteousness of God. The ground of this going about to establish their
own righteousness was, that they were ignorant of the righteousness of God. Had they known the
righteousness of God, and what exact conformity to hiswill herequireth, they had never undertaken
such afruitlessbusiness asto have compassed it “ asit were by theworks of thelaw.” Y et this many
will stick on along time. Something they do, something they hope for; some old faults they will
buy off with new obedience. And this pacifies their consciences for a season; but when the Spirit
comes to convince them of righteousness, neither will this hold. Wherefore, —

(3.) The matter comes at length to thisissue, — they look upon themselves under this twofold
qualification; as, —

[1.] Sinners, obnoxiousto the law of God and the curse thereof; so that unless that be satisfied,
that nothing from thence shall ever belaid to their charge, it is altogether in vain once to seek after
an appearance in the presence of God.

[2.] As creatures made to a supernatural and eternal end; and therefore bound to answer the
wholemind and will of God in the obedience required at their hands. Now, it being before discovered
to them that both these are beyond the compass of their own endeavours, and the assistance which
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they have formerly rested on, if their eternal condition be of any concernment to them, their wisdom
is, to find out a righteousness that may answer both these to the utmost.

Now, both these are to be had only in the Lord Christ, who is our righteousness. This wisdom,
and all the treasures of it, are hid in him.

1st. He expiates former iniquities, he satisfies for sin, and procures remission of it. Rom. iii.
24, 25, “Being justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sinsthat are past, through the forbearance of God.” “All we like sheep,” etc., Isa. liii.
6. “ Through his blood we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins,” Eph. i. 7. “God spared not his
own Son, but delivered,” etc., Rom. viii. 32. This, even this aone, is our righteousness; as to that
first part of it which consists in the removal of the whole guilt of sin, whereby we are come short
of the glory of God. On this account it is that we are assured that none shall ever lay any thing to
our charge, or condemn us, Rom. viii. 33, 34, — there being “no condemnation to them that arein
Christ Jesus,” verse 1. We are purged by the sacrifice of Christ, so asto have “no more conscience
of sin,” Heb. x. 2; that is, troublesin conscience about it. Thiswisdomishid only in the Lord Jesus;
in him alone is there an atonement discovered: and give me the wisdom which shall cut all scores
concerning sin, and let the world take what remains. But, —

2dly. There is yet something more required; it is not enough that we are not guilty, we must
also be actually righteous; — not only all sinisto be answered for, but all righteousnessis to be
fulfilled. By taking away the guilt of sin, we are as personsinnocent; but something moreisrequired
to make usto be considered as persons obedient. | know nothing to teach me that an innocent person
shall go to heaven, be rewarded, if he be no more but so. Adam was innocent at hisfirst creation,
but he wasto “do this,” to “keep the commandments,” before he entered into “life:” he had no title
to life by innocence. This, then, moreover, is required, that the whole law be fulfilled, and al the
obedience performed that God requires at our hands. Thisisthe soul’s second inquiry; and it finds
aresolution only in the Lord Christ: “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by hislife,” Rom v. 10.
His death reconciled us; then are we saved by his life. The actual obedience which he yielded to
the whole law of God, is that righteousness whereby we are saved; if so be we are found in him,
not having on our own righteousness which is of the law, but the righteousness which is of God by
faith, Phil. iii. 9. This| shall have occasion to handle more at large hereafter.

Toreturn, then: Itisnot, | suppose, any difficult task to persuade men, convinced of immortality
and judgement to come, that the main of their wisdom lies in this, even to find out such a
righteousness as will accompany them for ever, and abide the severe trial of God himself. Now,
all the wisdom of the world is but folly, as to the discovery of this thing. The utmost that man’s
wisdom can do, is but to find out most wretched, burdensome, and vexatious ways of perishing
eternally. All the treasures of this wisdom are hid in Christ; he “of God is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness,” 1 Cor. i. 30.

3. Come we to the last thing, which | shall but touch upon; and that is judgement. The true
wisdom of this also is hid in the Lord Christ; | mean, in particular, that judgement that is for to
come: so at present | take the word in that place, [John xvi. 8.] Of what concernment thisisto us
to know, | shall not speak; — it is that whose influence upon the sons of men is the principle of
their discriminating themselves from the beasts that perish. Neither shall | insist on the obscure
intimations of it which are given by the present proceedings of Providencein governing the world;
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nor that greater light of it which shinesin the threats and promises of the law. The wisdom of itis
in two regards hid in the Lord Jesus.— (1.) Asto thetruth of it. (2.) Asto the manner of it:—

(1.) For the truth of it; and so in and by him it is confirmed, and that two ways.— [1.] By his
death. [2.] By his resurrection:—

[1.] By hisdeath. God, in the death of Christ, punishing and condemning sinin the flesh of his
own Son, in the sight of men, angels, and devils, has given an abundant assurance of a righteous
and universal judgement to come; wherefore, or upon what account imaginable, could he beinduced
to lay such aload on him, but that he will certainly reckon one day with the sons of men for all
their works, ways, and walkings before him. The death of Christ isamost solemn exemplar of the
last judgement. Those who own him to be the Son of God, will not deny a judgement to come.

[2.] By his resurrection. Acts xvii. 31, Ilictiv napacywv ndotv, — he has given faith and
assurance of thisthing to all, by raising Christ from the dead, having appointed him to be the judge
of al; in whom and by whom he will judge the world in righteousness. And then, —

(2.) And, lastly, for the manner of it: that it shall be by himwho hasloved us, and given himself
for us, — who is himself the righteousness that he requires of our hands; and on the other side, by
him who has been, in his person, grace, ways, worship, servants, reviled, despised, condemned by
the men of the world; — which holds out unspeakable consolation on the one hand, and terror on
the other: so that the wisdom of thisaso is hid in Christ.

And this is the second part of our first demonstration. Thus the knowledge of ourselves, in
reference to our supernatural end, is no small portion of our wisdom. The things of the greatest
concernment hereunto are, sin, righteousness, and judgement; the wisdom of all which isalonehid
in the Lord Jesus: which was to be proved.

I11. The THirD part of our wisdom is to walk with God. Now, that one may walk with another,
six things are required:— 1. Agreement. 2. Acquaintance. 3. A way. 4. Strength. 5. Boldness. 6.
An aiming at the same end. All these, with the wisdom of them, are hid in the Lord Jesus.

1. Agreement. The prophet tells us that two cannot walk together unless they be agreed, Amos
iii. 3. Until agreement be made, there is no communion, no walking together. God and man by
nature (or whilst manisin the state of nature) are at the greatest enmity. He declares nothing to us
but wrath, Rom. i. 18; whence we are said to be children of it; that is, born obnoxious to it, Eph.
ii. 3: and whilst we remain in that condition, “the wrath of God abideth on us,” Johniiii. 36. All the
discovery that God makes of himself unto us s, that he is inexpressibly provoked; and therefore
preparing wrath against the day of wrath, and the revelation of his righteous judgement. The day
of hisand sinners' meeting, is called “ The day of wrath,” Rom. ii. 5, 6. Neither do we come short
in our enmity against him; yea, we first began it, and we continue longest in it. To express this
enmity, the apostletells us, that our very minds, the best part of us, are“ enmity against God,” Rom.
viii. 7, 8; and that we neither are, nor will, nor can be, subject to him; our enmity manifesting itself
by universal rebellion against him: whatever we do that seems otherwise, isbut hypocrisy or flattery;
yea, it isapart of thisenmity to lessenit. In this state the wisdom of walking with God must needs
be most remote from the soul. Heis a “light, and in him is no darkness at all;” we are darkness,
and in usthereisno light at all. Heislife, a*“living God;” we are dead, dead sinners, — dead in
trespasses and sin. Heis“holiness,” and gloriousin it; we wholly defiled, — an abominable thing.
Heis“love;” wefull of hatred, — hating and being hated. Surely thisisno foundation for agreement,
or, upon that, of walking together: nothing can be more remote than thisframe from such acondition.
The foundation, then, of this, | say, islaid in Christ, hid in Christ. “He,” saith the apostle, “is our
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peace; he has made peace” for us, Eph. ii. 14, 15. He slew the enmity in his own body on the cross,
verse 16.

(1.) He takes out of the way the cause of the enmity that was between God and us, — sin and
the curse of the law. He makes an end of sin, and that by making atonement for iniquity, Dan. ix.
24; and he blotteth out the hand-writing of ordinances, Cal. ii. 14, redeeming us from the curse, by
“being made a curse for us,” Gal. iii. 13.

(2.) He destroys him who would continue the enmity, and make the breach wider, Heb. ii. 14)
“Through death he destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;” and, Cal. ii. 15,
“gpoiled principalities and powers.”

(3.) He made “reconciliation for the sins of the people,” Heb. ii. 17; he made by his blood an
atonement with God, to turn away that wrath which was due to us, so making peace. Hereupon
God issaid to be “in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,” 2 Cor. v. 19; — being reconciled
himself, verse 18, he lays down the enmity on his part, and proceeds to what remains, — to slay
the enmity on our part, that we also may be reconciled. And this also, —

(4.) He does; for, Rom. v. 11, “By our Lord Jesus Christ we do receive the atonement,” accept
of the peace made and tendered, Laying down our enmity to God; and so confirming an agreement
betwixt usin hisblood. So that “through him we have an access unto the Father,” Eph. ii. 18. Now,
the whole wisdom of this agreement, without which there is no walking with God, ishid in Christ;
out of him God on his part is aconsuming fire, — we are as stubble fully dry, yet setting ourselves
in battle array against that fire: if we are brought together we are consumed. All our approaching
to him out of Christ are but to our detriment; in his blood aone have we this agreement. And let
not any of us once suppose that we have taken any step in the paths of God with him, that any one
duty is accepted, that all is not lost as to eternity, if we have not done it upon the account hereof.

2. Thereisrequired acquaintance, al so, to walking together. Two may meet together in the same
way, and have no quarrel between them, no enmity; but if they are mere strangers one to another,
they pass by without the least communion together. It does not suffice that the enmity betwixt God
and us be taken away; we must also have acquaintance given us with him. Our not knowing of him
is agreat cause and a great part of our enmity. Our understandings are “darkened,” and we are
“alienated from the life of God,” etc., Eph. iv. 18. This also, then, must be added, if we ever come
to walk with God, which is our wisdom. And this also is hid in the Lord Christ, and comes forth
from him. It is true there are sundry other means, as his word and his works, that God has given
the sons of men, to make a discovery of himself unto them, and to give them some acquaintance
with him, that, as the apostle speaks, Acts xvii. 27, “they should seek the Lord, if happy they might
find him;” but yet, as that knowledge of God which we have by his works is but very weak and
imperfect, so that which we have by the word, the letter of it, by reason of our blindness, is not
saving to usif we have no other help; for though that be light as the sunin the firmament, yet if we
have no eyesin our heads, what can it avail us?— no saving acquaintance with him, that may direct
usto walk with him, can be obtained. Thisalsoishid in the Lord Jesus, and comes forth from him,
1 Johnv. 20, “He has given us an understanding, that we should know him that istrue;” — all other
light whatever without his giving us an understanding, will not do it. He is the true Light, which
lighteth every onethat isenlightened, Johni. 9. He opens our understandings that we may understand
the Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 45; — none hasknown God at any time, “but he has revealed him,” John
i. 18. God dwellsin that “light which no man can approach unto,” 1 Tim. vi. 16. None has ever had
any such acquaintance with him asto be said to have seen him, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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Hence he tells the Pharisees, that notwithstanding all their great knowledge which they pretended,
indeed they had “neither heard the voice of God at any time, nor seen his shape,” John v. 37. They
had no manner of spiritual acquaintance with God, but he was unto them as a man whom they had
never heard nor seen. There is no acquaintance with God, as love, and full of kindness, patience,
grace, and pardoning mercy (on which knowledge of him alone we can walk with him), but only
in Christ; but of thisfully before. This, then, alsoishid in him.

3. There must, moreover, be away wherein we must walk with God. God did at the beginning
assign us a path to walk in with him, even the path of innocence and exact holiness, in a covenant
of works. This path, by sin, is so filled with thorns and briers, so stopped up by curses and wrath,
that no flesh living can take one step in that path; a new way for usto walk in must be found out,
if ever wethink to hold communion with God. And this also lies upon the former account. It ishid
in Christ. All the world cannot, but by and in him, discover a path that a man may walk one step
with God in. And therefore the Holy Ghost tells us that Christ has consecrated, dedicated, and set
apart for that purpose, “anew and living way” into the holiest of al, Heb. x. 20; anew one, for the
first, old one was useless; aliving one, for the other is dead: therefore, saith he, verse 22, “Let us
draw near;” having away towalk in, let usdraw near. And thisway that he has prepared isno other
but himself, John xiv. 6. In answer to them who would go to the Father, and hold communion with
him, he tellsthem, “I am the way; and no man comes to the Father but by me.” He is the medium
of all communication between God and us. In him we meet, in himwewalk. All influences of love,
kindness, mercy, from God to us, are through him; all our returns of love, delight, faith, obedience
unto God, are al through him; — he being that “one way” God so often promiseth his people: and
itisagloriousway, Isa. xxxv. 8, — ahigh way, away of holiness, away that none can err in that
once enter it; which isfarther set out, Isa. xlii. 16. All other ways, all paths but this, go down to the
chambers of death; they all lead to walk contrary to God.

4. But suppose al this, — that agreement be made, acquaintance given, and a way provided;
yet if we have no strength to walk in that way, what will all this avail us? This also, then, must be
added; of ourselves we are of no strength, Rom. v. 6, — poor weaklings, not able to go astep in
the ways of God. When we are set in the way, either we throw ourselves down, or temptations cast
us down, and we make no progress. and the Lord Jesus tells us plainly, that “without him we can
do nothing,” John xv. 5; not any thing at all that shall have the least acceptation with God. Neither
can all the creaturesin heaven and earth yield us the least assistance. Men's contending to do it in
their own power, comes to nothing. This part of this, wisdom also is hid in Christ. All strength to
walk with God isfrom him. “I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me,” saith St.
Paul, Phil. iv. 13, who denies that of ourselves we have any sufficiency, 2 Cor. iii. 5. We that can
do nothing in ourselves, we are such weaklings, can do all things in Jesus Chrigt, as giants; and
therefore in him we are, against all oppositionsin our way, “more than conquerors,” Rom. viii. 37;
and that because “from his fulness we receive grace for grace,” John i. 16. From him have we the
Spirit of life and power, whereby he bears, as on eagles wings, swiftly, safely, in the paths of
walking with God. Any step that is taken in any way, by strength that is not immediately from
Christ, is one step towards hell. He first takes us by the arm and teaches us to go, until he leads us
on to perfection. He has milk and strong meat to feed us; he strengthens us with all might, and is
with usin our running the race that is set before us. But yet, —

5. Whence should we take this confidence as to walk with God; even our God, who is “a
consuming fire?’ Heb. xii. 29. Was there not such a dread upon his people of old, that it was taken
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for granted among them that if they saw God at any time, it was not to be endured, — they must
die? Can any, but with extreme horror, think of that dreadful appearance that he made unto them
of old upon mount Sinai; until Moses himself, who was their mediator, said, “1 exceedingly fear
and quake?’ Heb. xii. 21, and all the people said, “Let not God speak with us, lest we die?’ Exod.
xX. 19. Nay, though men have apprehensions of the goodness and kindness of God, yet upon any
discovery, of his glory, how do they tremble, and are filled with dread and astonishment! Has it
not been so with the “choicest of his saints?’ Hab. iii. 16; Isa. vi. 5; Job xlii. 5, 6. Whence, then,
should we take to ourselves this boldness, to walk with God? This the apostle will inform us in
Heb. x. 19; itis“by the blood of Jesus:” so Eph. iii. 12, “In him we have boldness, and access with
confidence;” — not standing afar off, like the people at the giving of the law, but drawing nigh to
God with boldness; and that upon this account:— The dread and terror of God entered by sin; Adam
had not the least thought of hiding himself until he had sinned. The guilt of sin being on the
conscience, and this being a common notion left in the hearts of al, that God is a most righteous
revenger thereof; this fills men with dread and horror at an apprehension of his presence, fearing
that he is come to call their sins to remembrance. Now, the Lord Jesus, by the sacrifice and the
atonement that he has made, has taken away this conscience of sin; that is, adread of revenge from
God upon the account of the guilt thereof. He has removed the slaying sword of the law, and on
that account gives usgreat boldnesswith God; discovering him unto usnow, no longer asarevenging
Judge, but as atender, merciful, and reconciled Father. Moreover, whereas there is on us by nature
a spirit of bondage, filling us with innumerable tormenting fears, he takes it away, and gives us
“the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father,” and behave ourselves with confidence and
gracious boldness, as children: for “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,” 2 Cor. iii. 17
that is, afreedom from all that dread and terror which the administration of the law brought with
it. Now, as there is no sin that God will more severely revenge than any boldness that man takes
with him out of Christ; so there is no grace more acceptable to him than that boldness which heis
pleased to afford us in the blood of Jesus. Thereis, then, —

6. But one thing more to add; and that is, that two cannot walk together unless they have the
same design in hand, and aim at the same end. Thisaso, in aword, is given usin the Lord Jesus.
The end of God isthe advancement of hisown glory; none can aim at thisend, but only in the Lord
Jesus. The sum of al is, that the whole wisdom of our walking with God is hid in Christ, and from
him only to be obtained; as has been manifest by an enumeration of particulars.

And so have | brought my first demonstration of what | intended unto a close, and manifested
that all true wisdom and knowledge is laid up in, and laid out by, the Lord Jesus; and this by an
induction of the chief particular heads of those things wherein confessedly our wisdom does consist.
| have but one more to add, and therein | shall be brief.

SeconbLy, then, | say thistruth will be farther manifested by the consideration of theinsufficiency
and vanity of any thing else that may lay claim or pretend to atitle to wisdom.

There be two things in the world that do pass under this account:— 1. The oneis learning or
literature; skill and knowledge of arts, sciences, tongues, with the knowledge of the things that are
past. 2. Prudence and skill for the management of ourselves in reference to others, in civil affairs,
for public good; which is much the fairest flower within the border of nature's garden. Now,
concerning both these, | shall briefly evince, — (1.) That they are utterly insufficient for the
compassing and obtaining of those particular ends whereunto they are designed. (2.) That both of
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them in conjunction, with their utmost improvement, cannot reach the true general end of wisdom.
Both which considerations will set the crown, in the issue, upon the head of Jesus Christ:—

1. Begin we with the first of these, and that asto the first particular. Learning itself, if it were
all in one man, isnot ableto compassthe particular end whereto it isdesigned; which writes* vanity
and vexation” upon the forehead thereof.

The particular end of literature (though not observed by many, men’s eyes being fixed on false
ends, which compels them in their progress “ aberrare a scopo”) is none other but to remove some
part of that curse which is come upon us by sin. Learning is the product of the soul’s struggling
with the cursefor sin. Adam, at hisfirst creation, was completely furnished with all that knowledge
(excepting only things not then in being, neither in themselves nor in any natural causes, as that
which we now call tongues, and those things that are the subject of story), as far asit liesin a
needful tendency to the utmost end of man, which we now press after. There was no straitness,
much less darkness, upon his understanding, that should make him sweat for a way to improve,
and make out those general conceptions of things which he had. For his knowledge of nature, it is
manifest, from his imposition of suitable names on all the creatures (the particular reasons of the
most of which to us are lost); wherein, from the approbation given of his nomination of thingsin
the Scripture, and the significance of what yet remains evident, it is most apparent it was done upon
aclear acquaintance with their natures. Hence Plato could observe, that he was most wise that first
imposed names on things; yea, had more than human wisdom. Were the wisest man living, yea, a
general collection of al the wise menintheworld, to make an experiment of their skill and Jearning,
in giving names to all living creatures, suitable to their natures and expressive of their qualities,
they would quickly perceive the loss they have incurred. Adam was made perfect, for the whole
end of ruling the creatures and living to God, for which he was made; which, without the knowledge
of the nature of the one and the will of the other, he could not be. All this being lost by sin, a
multiplication of tongues also being brought in, as a curse for an after rebellion, the whole design
of learning is but to disentangle the soul from thisissue of sin. Ignorance, darkness, and blindness,
is come upon the understanding; acquai ntance with the works of God, spiritual and natural, islost;
strangeness of communication is given, by multiplication of tongues; tumultuating of passionsand
affections, with innumerabl e darkening prejudices, are a'so come upon us. To remove and take this
away — to disentangle the mind in its reasonings, to recover an acquaintance with the works of
God, to subduct the soul from under the effects of the curse of division of tongues — isthe aim
and tendency of literature. This is the “aliquid quo tendit;” and he that has any other aim in it,
“Passim sequitur corvum testaque lotoque.” Now, not to insist upon that vanity and vexation of
spirit, with the innumerable evils wherewith this enterprise is attended, thisisthat | only say, it is
initself no way sufficient for the attainment of its end, which writes vanity upon its forehead with
characters not to be obliterated. To this purpose | desire to observe these two things.—

(1.) That the knowledge aimed at to be recovered was given unto man in order to his walking
with God, unto that supernatural end whereunto he was appointed. For after he was furnished with
al his endowments, the law of life and death was given to him, that he might know wherefore he
received them. Therefore, knowledge in him was spiritualized and sanctified: even that knowledge
which he had by nature, in respect of its principle and end, was spiritual.

(2.) That theloss of it is part of that curse which wasinflicted on usfor sin. Whatever we come
short in of the state of the first man in innocence, whether in loss of good or addition of evil, it is
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all of the cursefor sin. Besides, that blindness, ignorance, darkness, deadness, which iseverywhere
ascribed to usin the state of nature, does fully comprise that also whereof we speak.

On these two considerationsit is most apparent that |earning can no way of itself attain the end
it aimeth at. For, —

[1.] That light which by it is discovered (which, the Lord knows, is very little, weak, obscure,
imperfect, uncertain, conjectural, for agreat part only enabling men to quarrel with and oppose one
another, to the reproach of reason, yet | say, that which is attained by it) is not in the least measure
by it spiritualized, or brought into that order of living to God, and with God, wherein at first it lay.
Thisiswholly beyond itsreach. Asto thisend, the apostle assures us that the utmost issue that men
come to, is darkness and folly, Rom. i. 21, 22. Who knows not the profound inquiries, the subtile
disputations, the acute reasonings, the admirable discoveries of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, and
others? What, as to the purpose in hand, did they attain by all their studies and endeavours?
"EpwpavOnoav, says the apostle, — “They became fools.” He that, by general consent, bears the
crown of reputation for wisdom from them al, with whom to have lived was counted an inestimable
happiness, died like afool, sacrificing acock to Asculapius. And another [apostle assures ug], that
Jesus Christ dloneis “the true Light,” that lighteth us, Johni. 9. And there is not any that has any
true light, but what is immediately from him. After al the learning of men, if they have nothing
else, they are still natural men, and perceive not the things of God. Their light is still but darkness;
and how great is that darkness! It is the Lord Jesus alone who is anointed to open the eyes of the
blind. Men cannot spiritualize a notion, nor lay it in any order to the glorifying of God. After all
their endeavours, they are still blind and dark, yea, darknessitself, knowing nothing asthey should.
| know how the men of these attainments are apt to say, “Arewe blind also?’ with great contempt
of others; but God has blasted all their pride: “Where,” saith he, “isthe wise? where is the scribe,”
etc., 1 Cor i. 20. | shall not add what Paul has farther cautioned us, to the seeming condemning of
philosophy as being fitted to make spoil of souls; nor what Tertullian with some other of the ancients
have spoken of it; being very confident that it was the abuse, and not the true use and advantage
of it, that they opposed. But, —

[2.] The darkness and ignorance that it strives to remove, being come upon us as acursg, it is
not in the least measure, asit is a curse, able to remove it or take it away. He that has attained to
the greatest height of literature, yet if he has nothing else, — if he have not Christ, — is as much
under the curse of blindness, ignorance, stupidity, dullness, asthe poorest, silliest soul in theworld.
The curseis only removed in him who was made a curse for us. Every thing that is penal is taken
away only by him on whom all our sinsdid meet in away of punishment; yea, upon this account.
The more abilities the mind is furnished withal, the more it closes with the curse, and strengthens
itself to act its enmity against God. All that it receives does but help it to set up high thoughts and
imaginations against the Lord Christ. So that this knowledge comes short of what in particular it
is designed unto; and therefore cannot be that solid wisdom we are inquiring after.

There be sundry other things whereby it were easy to blur the countenance of thiswisdom; and,
from its intricacy, difficulty, uncertainty, unsatisfactoriness, — betraying its followers into that
which they most professto avoid, blindness and folly, — to write upon it “vanity and vexation of
spirit.” | hope | shall not need to add any thing to clear myself for not giving a due esteem and
respect unto literature, my intendment being only to cast it down at the feet of Jesus Christ, and to
set the crown upon his head.
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2. Neither can the second part of the choicest wisdom out of Christ attain the peculiar end
whereunto it is appointed; and that is prudence in the management of civil affairs, — than which
no perishing thing is more glorious, — nothing more useful for the common good of human kind.
Now, theimmediate end of this prudenceisto keep therational world in bounds and order, to draw
circles about the sons of men, and to keep them from passing their allotted bounds and limits, to
the mutual disturbance and destruction of each other. All manner of trouble and disturbance ariseth
from irregularity: one man breaking in upon the rights, usages, interests, relations of another, sets
thisworld at variance. The sum and aim of all wisdom below is, to cause al thingsto movein their
proper sphere, whereby it would be impossible there should be any more interfering than isin the
celestial orbs, notwithstanding all their divers and various motions: to keep all to their own
allotments, within the compass of the lines that are fallen unto them, is the special end of this
wisdom.

Now, it will be avery easy task, to demonstrate that al civil prudence whatever (besides the
vexation of its attainment, and loss being attained) is no way able to compass this end. The present
condition of affairsthroughout the world, as also that of former ages, will abundantly testify it; but
| shall farther discover the vanity of it for this end in some few observations. And the

(1) Firstis, That, through the righteous judgement of God lopping off the top flowers of the
pride of men, it frequently comes to pass that those who are furnished with the greatest abilities of
thiskind do lay them out to adirect contrary end unto that which istheir natural tendency and aim.
From whom, for the most part, are al the commotionsin the world, — the breaking up of bounds,
setting the whole frame of nature on fire? isit not from such men as these. Were not men so wise,
the world, perhaps, would be more quiet, when the end of wisdom isto keep it in quietness. This
seems to be a curse that God has spread upon the wisdom of the world, in the most in whom it is,
that it shall be employed in direct opposition to its proper end.

(2.) That God has made this a constant path towards the advancement of his own glory, even
to leaven the wisdom and the counsels of the wisest of the sons of men with folly and madness,
that they shall, in the depth of their policy, advise things for the compassing of the ends they do
propose as unsuitable as any thing that could proceed out of the mouth of a child or afool, and as
directly tending to their own disappointment and ruin as any thing that could be invented against
them. “He destroysthe wisdom of the wise, and brings to nothing the understanding of the prudent,”
1 Cor. i. 19. This he largely describes, Isa. xix. 11-14. Drunkenness and staggering is the issue of
all their wisdom; and that upon this account, — the L ord gives them the spirit of giddiness. So also
Job v. 12-14. They meet with darkness in the day-time: when all things seem clear about them,
and a man would wonder how men should misstheir way, then will God make it darkness to such
as these. So Ps. xxxiii. 10. Hence God, as it were, sets them at work, and undertakes their
disappointment, Isa. viii. 9, 10, “Go about your counsels,” saith the Lord, “and | will take order
that it shall come to nought.” And, Ps. ii. 3, 4, when men are deep at their plots and contrivances,
God is said to have them in derision, to laugh them to scorn, seeing the poor worms industriously
working out their own ruin. Never was this made more clear than in the days wherein we live.
Scarcely have any wise men been brought to destruction, but it has evidently been through their
own folly; neither has the wisest counsel of most been one jot better than madness.

(3.) That this wisdom, which should tend to universal quietness, has almost constantly given
universal disguietness unto themselves in whom it has been most eminent. “In much wisdom is
much grief,” Eccles. i. 18. And in the issue, some of them have made away with themselves, as
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Ahithophel; and the most of them have been violently dispatched by others. There is, indeed, no
end of thefolly of thiswisdom. The great men of theworld carry away the reputation of it; — really
itisfoundin few of them. They are, for the most part, common events, whereunto they contribute
not the least mite, which are ascribed to their care, vigilance, and foresight. Mean men, that have
learned to adore what is above them, reverence the meetings and conferences of those who arein
greatness and esteem. Their weakness and folly islittle known. Where this wisdom has been most
eminent, it has dwelt so close upon the borders of atheism, been attended with such falseness and
injustice, that it has made its possessors wicked and infamous.

| shall not need to give any more instances to manifest the insufficiency of thiswisdom for the
attaining of its own peculiar and immediate end. Thisis the vanity of any thing whatever, — that
it comes short of the mark it is directed unto. It is far, then, from being true and solid wisdom,
seeing on the forehead thereof you may read “ Disappointment.”

And thisisthefirst reason why true wisdom cannot consist in either of these, — because they
come short even of the particular and immediate ends they aim at. But, —

Secondly, Both these in conjunction, with their utmost improvement, are not able to reach the
true general end of wisdom. This assertion also falleth under an easy demonstration, and it were a
facile thing to discover their disability and unsuitableness for the true end of wisdom; but it is so
professedly done by him who had the largest portion of both of any of the sons of men (Solomon
in his Preacher), that | shall not any farther insist upon it.

To draw, then, unto a close.— if true and solid wisdom is not in the least to be found amongst
these, if the pearl be not hid in thisfield, if these two are but vanity and disappointment, it cannot
but be to no purposeto seek for it in any thing el se below, these being amongst them incomparably
the most excellent; and therefore, with one accord, let us set the crown of this wisdom on the head
of the Lord Jesus.

Let the reader, then, in afew words, take a view of the tendency of this whole digression. To
draw our hearts to the more cheerful entertainment of and delight in the Lord Jesus, is the aim
thereof. If al wisdom belaid up in him, and by an interest in him only to be attained, — if all things
beside him and without him that lay claim thereto are folly and vanity, — let them that would be
wise learn where to repose their souls.

Chapter 4.

Of communion with Christ in a conjugal relation in respect of consequential affections — His
delight in his saints first insisted on, Isa. Ixii. 5; Cant. iii. 11Prov. viii. 21 — Instance of Christ’s
delight in believers — He reveals his whole heart to them, John xv. 14, 16; himself, 1 John Xiv.
21; his kingdom; enables them to communicate their mind to him, giving them assistance, away,
boldness, Rom. viii. 26, 27 — The saints delight in Christ; this manifested Cant. ii. 7; viii. 6 —
Cant. iii. 1-5, opened — Their delight in his servants and ordinances of worship for his sake.

THE communion begun, as before declared, between Christ and the soul, is in the next place
carried on by suitable consequential affections, — affections suiting such arelation. Christ having
given himself to the soul, loves the soul; and the soul having given itself unto Christ, loveth him
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also. Christ loveshisown, yea, “lovesthem to theend,” John xiii. 1; and the saintsthey love Chrigt,
they “love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,” Eph. vi. 24.

Now the love of Christ, wherewith he follows his saints, consists in these four things.— I.
Delight. 2. Vauation. 3. Pity, or compassion. 4. Bounty. The love, also, of the saints unto Christ
may be referred to these four heads.— Delight; Valuation; Chastity; Duty.

Two of these are of the same kind, and two distinct; asisrequired in this relation, wherein all
things stand not on equal terms.

I. Thefirst thing on the part of Christ is delight. Delight is the flowing of love and joy, — the
rest and complacence of the mind in a suitable, desirable good enjoyed. Now, Christ delights
exceedingly in hissaints: “ Asthe bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over
thee,” Isa. Ixii. 5. Hence he calleth the day of his espousals, the day of the “gladness of his heart,”
Cant. iii. 11. It is known that usually thisis the most unmixed delight that the sons of men arein
their pilgrimage made partakers of. The delight of the bridegroom in the day of his espousalsisthe
height of what an expression of delight can be carried unto. This is in Christ answerable to the
relation he takes us into. His heart is glad in us, without sorrow. And every day whilst we liveis
his wedding-day. It is said of him, Zeph. iii. 17, “The Lord thy God in the midst of thee” (that is,
dwelling amongst us, taking our nature, John i. 14) “is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over
theewith joy; hewill rest in hislove, hewill joy over theewith singing;” whichisafull description
of delight, in all the parts of it, — joy and exultation, rest and complacence. “| rejoiced,” saith he,
“in the habitable parts of the earth, and my delights were with the sons of men,” Prov. viii. 31. The
thoughts of communion with the saints were the joy of his heart from eternity. On the compact and
agreement that was between his Father and him, that he should divide a portion with the strong,
and save aremnant for hisinheritance, his soul rejoiced in the thoughts of that pleasure and delight
which he would take in them, when he should actually take them into communion with himself.

Thereforein the preceding verseit is said he was by him as 1172, say we, “As one brought up with

him,” “alumnus;” the LXX. render it &puélovoa: and the Latin, with most other trandlations, “cuncta
componens,” or “disponens’. The word taken actively, signifies him whom another takes into his
care to breed up, and disposeth of things for his advantage. So did Christ take usthen into his care,
and rgjoiced in the thoughts of the execution of his trust. Concerning them he saith, “Here will |
dwell, and here will I make my habitation for ever.” For them has he chosen for histemple and his
dwelling-place, because he delighteth in them. This makes him take them so nigh himself in every
relation. As heis God, they are histemple; as heis aking, they are his subjects, — heisthe king
of saints; asheisahead, they are hisbody, — heisthe head of the church; asheisafirst-born, he
makes them his brethren, — “he is not ashamed to call them brethren.”

| shall choose out one particular from among many as an instance for the proof of this thing;
and that is this— Christ reveals his secrets, his mind, unto his saints, and enables them to reveal
the secrets of their hearts to him, — an evident demonstration of great delight. It was Samson’s
carna delight in Delilah that prevailed with him to reveal unto her those things which were of
greatest concernment unto him; he will not hide his mind from her, though it cost him his life. It
isonly abosom friend into whom we will unbosom ourselves Neither is there, possibly, a greater
evidence of delight in close communion than this, that one will reveal his heart unto him whom he
takes into society, and not entertain him with things common and vulgarly known. And therefore
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have | chose this instance, from amongst a thousand that might be given, of this delight of Christ
in his saints.

He, then, communicates his mind unto his saints, and unto them, only; — his mind, the counsel
of hislove, the thoughts of his heart, the purposes of his bosom, for our eternal good, — his mind,
the ways of his grace, the workings of his Spirit, the rule of his sceptre, And the obedience of his
gospel. All spiritual revelationisby Christ. Heis"thetrue Light, that lighteth every man that comes
into the world,” John i. 9. He is the “Day-spring,” the “Day-star,” and the “Sun;” so that it is
impossible any light should be but by him. From him it is that “the secret of the Lord iswith them
that fear him, and he shows them his covenant,” Ps. xxv. 14; as he expresses it at large, John xv.
14,15, “Yearemy friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you. Henceforth | call you not servants,
for the servant knoweth not what his lord does: but | have called you friends; for all things that |
have heard of my Father | have made known unto you.” He makes them as his friends, and useth
them as friends, — as bosom friends, in whom heis delighted. He makes known all his mind unto
them; every thing that his Father has committed to him as Mediator to be revealed, Acts xx. 24.
And the apostle declares how thisisdone, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, “God has revea ed these things unto us
by his Spirit; for we have received him, that we might know the things that are freely given us of
God.” He sends us his Spirits as he promised, to make known his mind unto his saints, and to lead
them into all truth. And thence the apostle concludes, “We have known the mind of Christ,” verse
16; “for he useth us as friends, and declareth it unto us,” Johni. 18. There is not any thing in the
heart of Christ, wherein these his friends are concerned, that he does not reveal to them. All his
love, his good-will, the secrets of his covenant, the paths of obedience, the mystery of faith, istold
them.

And al thisis spoken in opposition to unbelievers, with whom he has no communion. These
know nothing of the mind of Christ as they ought: “The natural man receiveth not the things that
are of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. There is a wide difference between understanding the doctrine of the
Scripture as in the letter, and a true knowing the mind of Christ. This we have by special unction
from Christ, 1 John ii. 27, “We have an unction from the Holy One, and we know all things,” 1
Johniii. 20.

Now, the things which in this communion Christ reveals to them that he delights in, may be
referred to these two heads.— 1. Himself 2. His kingdom.

1. Himself. John xiv. 21, “He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and | will love him,
and will manifest myself unto him;” — “manifest myself in all my graces, desirableness, and
loveliness; he shall know me as | am, and such | will be unto him, — a Saviour, a Redeemer, the
chiefest of ten thousand.” He shall be acquai nted with the true worth and value of the pearl of price;
let otherslook upon him as having neither form nor comeliness, asno way desirable, hewill manifest
himself and his excellencies unto them in whom heis delighted, that they shall see him atogether
lovely. He will vail himself to al the world; but the saints with open face shall behold his beauty
and his glory, and so be tranglated into the image of the same glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2
Cor. iii. 18.

2. His kingdom. They shall be acquainted with the government of his Spirit in their hearts; as
also with hisrule and the administration of authority in hisword, and among his churches.

(1.) Thus, in the first place, does he manifest his delight in his saints, — he communicates his
secrets unto them. He gives them to know his person, his excellencies, his grace, his love, his
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kingdom, his will, the riches of his goodness, and the bowels of his mercy, more and more, when
the world shall neither see nor know any such thing.

(2.) He enables his saints to communicate their mind, to reveal their souls, unto him, that so
they may walk together as intimate friends. Christ knows the minds of all. He knows what is in
man, and needs not that any man testify of him, John ii. 25. He searcheth the hearts and trieth the
reinsof al, Rev. ii. 23. But all know not how to communicate their mind to Christ. It will not avail
aman at all that Christ knows his mind; for so he does of every one, whether he will or no; — but
that aman can make his heart known unto Christ, thisis consolation. Hence the prayers of the saints
are incense, odours; and those of others are howling, cutting off a dog’s neck, offering of swine's
blood, — an abomination unto the Lord. Now, three things are required to enable a man to
communicate his heart unto the Lord Jesus.—

[1.] Assistance for the work; for of ourselves we cannot do it. And this the saints have by the
Spirit of Jesus, Rom. viii. 26, 27, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities. for we know
not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
greenings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” All
endeavours, all attemptsfor communion with God, without the supplies of the Spirit of supplications,
without his effectual working in the heart, is of no value, nor to any purpose. And this opening of
our hearts and bosoms to the Lord Jesus is that wherein he is exceedingly delighted. Hence is that
affectionate call of his unto us, to be treating with him on this account, Cant. ii. 14, “O my dove,
that art in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet
isthy voice, and thy countenanceis comely.” When the soul on any account isdriven to hide itself,
— in any neglected condition, in the most unlikely place of abode, — then does he call for this
communication of itself by prayer to him; for which he givesthe assistance of the Spirit mentioned.

[2.] A way whereby to approach unto God with our desires. This, also, we have by him provided
for us, John xiv. 5, 6, “ Thomas saith unto Jesus, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how
can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way; no man comes unto the Father, but by
me.” That way which we had of going unto God at our creation is quite shut up by sin. The sword
of the law, which hasfire put into it by sin, turns every way, to stop all passages unto communion
with God. Jesus Christ has “ consecrated a new and living way” (for the saints) “through the vail,
that isto say, hisflesh,” Heb. x. 20. He has consecrated and set it apart for believers, and for them
alone. Others pretend to go to God with their prayers, but they come not nigh him. How can they
possibly cometo the end who go not in theway? Christ only isthe way to the throne of grace; none
comes to God but by him. “By him we have an access in one Spirit unto the Father,” Eph. ii. 18.
These two things, then, the saints have for the opening of their hearts at the throne of grace, —
assistance and away. The assistance of the Spirit, without which they are nothing; and the way of
Christ’s mediation, without which God is not to be approached unto.

[3.] Boldness to go unto God. The voice of sinnersin themselves, if once acquainted with the
terror of the Lord, is, — “Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?’ Isa. xxxiii. 14. And no marvel; shame and trembling before God
are the proper issues of sin. God will revenge that carnal, atheistical boldness which sinners out of
Christ do use towards him. But we have now “boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way, which he has consecrated for us) through the vail, that is to say,
his flesh: and having an high priest over the house of God, we may draw near with atrue heart, in
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full assurance of faith,” Heb. x. 19, 20. The truth is, such is the glory and terror of the Lord, such
the infinite perfection of his holiness, that, on clear sight of it, it will make the soul conclude that
of itself it cannot serve him; nor will it be to any advantage, but add to the fierceness of his
destruction, onceto draw nigh to him. It isin Christ alone, and on the account alone of hisoblation
and intercession, that we have any boldnessto approach unto him. And these three advantages have
the saints of communicating their minds unto the Lord Christ, which he has provided for them,
because he delights in them.

Totouch alittle by the way, because thisis of great importance, | will instance in one of these,
as| might in every one, that you may see the difference between a spiritual revealing of our minds
unto Christ in this acceptable manner, and that praying upon conviction which others practice; and
this shall be from the first, — namely, the assistance we have by the Spirit.

1st. The Spirit of Christ reveals to us our own wants, that we may reveal them unto him: “We
know not what we should pray for as we ought,” Rom. viii. 26; no teachings under those of the
Spirit of God are able to make our souls acquainted with their own wants, — its burdens, its
temptations. For a soul to know its wants, itsinfirmities, is a heavenly discovery. He that has this
assistance, his prayer is more than half made before he beginsto pray. His conscience is affected
with what he has to do; his mind and spirit contend within him, there especially where he finds
himself most straitened. He brings his burden on his shoulders, and unloads himself on the Lord
Christ. He finds (not by a perplexing conviction, but a holy sense and weariness of sin) where he
is dead, where dull and cold, wherein unbelieving, wherein tempted above al his strength, where
the light of God's countenance is wanting. And all these the soul has a sense of by the Spirit, —
an inexpressible sense and experience. Without this, prayer is not prayer; men's voices may be
heard, but they speak not in their hearts. Sense of want isthe spring of desire; — natural, of natural;
spiritual, of spiritual. Without this sense given by the Holy Ghost, thereis neither desire nor prayer.

2dly. The expressions, or the words of such persons, come exceeding short of the labouring of
their hearts; and therefore, in and after their supplications, “the Spirit makesintercession with sighs
and groans that cannot be uttered.” Some men’s words go exceedingly beyond their hearts. Did
their spirits come up to their expressions, it were well. He that has this assistance can provide no
clothing that is large and broad enough to set forth the desires of his heart; and therefore, in the
close of his best and most fervent supplications, such a person finds a double dissatisfaction in
them:— 1. That they are not a righteousness to be rested on; that if God should mark what is in
them amiss, they could not abidethetrial. 2. That his heart in them is not poured out, nor delivered
in any proportion to the holy desires and labourings that were conceived therein; though he may
in Christ have great refreshment by them. The more they [saints] speak, the more they find they
have left unspoken.

3dly. The intercession of the saints thus assisted is according to the mind of God; that is, they
are guided by the Spirit to make requests for those things unto God which it is hiswill they should
desire, — which he knowsto be good for them, useful and suitable to them, in the condition wherein
they are. There are many ways whereby we may know when we make our supplications according
to the will of God. | shall instance only in one; that is, when we do it according to the promise:
when our prayers are regulated by the promise, we make them according to the will of God. So
David, Ps. cxix. 49, “Remember the word upon which thou hast caused meto hope.” He prays, and
regul ates hisdesire by the word of promise wherein he had trusted. But yet, men may ask that which
isin the promise, and yet not have their prayers regulated by the promise. They may pray for what
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isinthe promise, but not asit isin the promise. So James says some “ask and receive not, because
they ask amiss, that they may spend it on their lusts,” chap. iv. 3. Though the things which God
would have us ask be requested, yet if not according as he would have us do it, we ask amiss.

Two things are required, that we may pray for the things in the promise, as they are in the
promise.—

(1st.) That we look upon them as promised, and promised in Christ; that is, that al the reason
we have whence we hope for attaining the things we ask for, is from the mediation and purchase
of Christ, inwhom all the promises are yeaand amen. Thisit isto ask the Father in Christ’ s name,
— God as afather, the fountain; and Christ as the procurer of them.

(2dly.) That we ask for them for the end of the promise, not to spend on our lusts. When we
ask pardon for sin, with secret reserves in our hearts to continue in sin, we ask the choicest mercy
of the covenant, to spend it on our lusts. The end of the promise the apostle tells us, 2 Cor. vii. 1,
“Having these promises, let us cleanse ourselvesfrom all pollution of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.” When we ask what is in the promise, asit is in the promise, to this
end of the promise, our supplications are according to the will of God. And thisisthefirst conjugal
affection that Christ exerciseth towards believers, — he delights in them; which that he does is
evident, as upon other considerations innumerable, so from the instance given.

In return hereunto, for the carrying on of the communion between them, the saints delight in
Christ; he is their joy, their crown, their rgoicing, their life, food, health, strength, desire,
righteousness, salvation, blessedness: without him they have nothing; in him they shall find all
things Gal. vi. 14, “God forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He
has, from the foundation of the world, been the hope, expectation, desire, and delight of all believers.
The promise of him was all (and it was enough) that God gave Adam in hisinexpressible distress,
to relieve and comfort him, Gen. iii. 15. Eve perhaps supposed that the promised seed had been

bornin her first-born, when she said, “I have gotten a man from the Lorp” (so most properly, N

denoting the fourth case); and thiswasthe matter of her joy, Gen. iv. 1. Lamech having Noah given
to him asatype of Christ and salvation by him, cries out, “This same shall comfort us concerning
our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lorp has cursed,” Gen. v. 29; he
rejoicesin him who was to take away the curse, by being made a curse for us. When Abraham was
in the height of his glory, returning from the conquest of the kings of the east, that came against
the confederate kings of the vale of Sodom, God appears to him with a glorious promise, Gen. xv.
1, “Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” What now could his soul
more desire? Alas! he cries (as Reuben afterward, upon the loss of Joseph), “The child is not, and
whither shall 1 go?’ Verse 2, “Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go childless?” “Thou
hast promised that in my seed shall al the earth be blessed; if | have not that seed, ah! what good
will al other things do me?’” Thenceit is said that he “rejoiced to see the day of Christ; he saw it,
andwasglad,” John viii. 56; the thoughts of the coming of Christ, which he looked on at the distance
of two thousand years, was the joy and delight of his heart. Jacob, blessing his sons, lifted up his
spirit when he comes to Judah, in whom he considered the Shiloh to come, Gen. xlix. 8, 9; and a
little after, wearied with the foresight and consideration of the distresses of his posterity, this he
divertsto for hisrelief, asthat great delight of his soul: “I have waited for thy Salvation, O God;”
for himwho wasto be the salvation of hispeople. But it would be endlessto instance in particulars.
Old Simon sums up the whole: Christ is God's salvation, and Israel’s glory, Luke ii. 30, 31; and
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whatever was called the glory of old, it was either himself or a type of him. The glory of man is
their delight. Hence, Haggai ii. 7, heis called “The Desire of al nations.” Him whom their soul
lovesand delightsin, [they] desireand long after. Soisthe saints’ delight in him made adescription
of him, by way of eminence, Mal. iii. 1: “ The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly cometo histemple,
even the messenger of the covenant whom yedelight in.” “Hewhom ye seek, whom yedelight in,”
isthe description of Christ. Heistheir delight and desirable one, the person of their desire. To fix
on something in particular-—

In that pattern of communion with Jesus Christ which we havein the Canticles, thisis abundantly
insisted on. The spouse tells us that she sits down under his shadow with great delight, Cant. ii. 3.
And this delight to be vigorous and active, she manifests several ways, wherein we should labour
to find our hearts in like manner towards him:—

1. By her exceeding great care to keep his company and society, when once she had obtained
it, chap. ii. 7, “I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of thefield,
that ye stir not up, nor awake my love till he please.” Having obtained sweet communion with
Christ, described in the verses foregoing (of which before), here she expresseth her delight in it
and desire of the continuance of it; and therefore, following on the allusion formerly insisted on,
she speaks as one would do to her companion, [as one] that had rest with one she loved: “1 charge
you, by al that is dear to you, — by the things you most delight in, which among the creatures are
most lovely, all the pleasant and desirable things that you can think of, — that you disturb him
not.” The sum of her aim and desire is, that nothing may fall out, nothing of sin or provocation
happen, that may occasion Christ to depart from her, or to remove from that dispensation wherein

he seemed to take that rest in her: “O stir him not up until he please!” that is, never. TR, —

love itself in the abstract, to express a nabog, or earnest affection; for so that word is often used.
When oncethe soul of abeliever has obtained sweet and real communionwith Christ, it looks about
him, watcheth all temptations, all wayswhereby sin might approach, to disturb himin hisenjoyment
of hisdear Lord and Saviour, his rest and desire. How does it charge itself not to omit any thing,
nor to do any thing that may interrupt the communion obtained! And because the common entrance
of temptations, which tend to the disturbance of that rest and complacency which Christ takesin
the soul, isfrom delightful diversions from actual communion with him; therefore is desire strong
and active that the companions of such a soul, those with whom it does converse, would not, by
their proposals or allurements, divert it into any such frame as Christ cannot delight nor rest in. A
believer that has gotten Christ in hisarms, islike one that has found great spoils, or apearl of price.
He looks about him every way, and fears every thing that may deprive him of it. Riches make men
watchful; and the actual sensible possession of him, inwhom are all the riches and treasure of God,
will make men look about them for the keeping of him. The line of choicest communion, isaline
of the greatest spiritual solicitousness. carelessness in the enjoyment of Christ pretended, is a
manifest evidence of afalse heart.

2. The spouse manifests her delight in him, by the utmost impatience of his absence, with desires
still of nearer communion with him. Chap. viii. 6, “ Set me as a seal upon thine heart, asaseal upon
thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of
fire, which has a most vehement flame.” The allusion is doubtless from the high priest of the Jews,
in his spiritual representation of the church before God. He had a breastplate which he is said to
wear on hisheart, Exod. xxviii. 29, wherein the names of the children of Israel were engraven, after
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the manner of seals or signets, and he bare them for a memorial before the Lord. He had the like
also upon his shoulders, or on his arms, verses 11, 12; both representing the priesthood of Christ,
who bears the names of al his before his Father in the “holy of belies,” Heb. ix. 24. Now the seal
on the heart, is near, inward, tender love and care, which gives an impression and image on the
heart of the thing so loved “ Set me,” saith the spouse, “as a seal upon thine heart;” — “Let me be
constantly fixed in thy most tender and affectionate love; let me always have a place in thine heart;
let me have an engraving, a mighty impression of love, upon thine heart, that shall never be
obliterated.” The soul is never satisfied with thoughts of Christ’sloveto it. “O that it were more,
that it were more! that | were as a sea on his heart!” isits language. The soul knows, indeed, on
serious thoughts, that the love of Christ isinconceivable, and cannot be increased; but it would fain
work up itself to an apprehension of it: and therefore she adds here, “ Set me as a seal upon thine
arm.” The heart is the fountain, but close and hidden; the arm is manifestation and power. “Let,”
saith the spouse, “thy love be manifested to mein thy tender and powerful persuasion of me.” Two
things are evident in this request:— the continual mindfulness of Christ of the soul, as having its
condition still in his eye, engraven on hisarm, Isa. xlix. 15, 16, with the exalting of his power for
the preservation of it, suitable to the love of his heart unto it; and the manifestation of the hidden
love and care of the heart of Christ unto the soul, being made visible on hisarm, or evident by the
fruit of it. Thisisthat which she would be assured of; and without a sense whereof thereis no rest
to be obtained.

The reason she gives of this earnestness in her supplications, is that which principally evinces
her delight in him: “Love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel asthe grave,” or “hard as hell.” This
is the intendment of what is so loftily set out by so many metaphors in this and the following
verse.— “| am not able to bear the workings of my love to thee, unless | may always have society
and fellowship with thee. There is no satisfying of my love without it. It is as the grave, that still
says Give, give. Death is not satisfied without its prey; if it have not al, it has nothing: let what
will happen, if death has not its whole desire, it has nothing at all. Nor can it be withstood in its
appointed season; no ransom will betaken. Soismy love; if | have thee not wholly, | have nothing.
Nor can al the world bribe it to adiversion; it will he no more turned aside than death in its time.
Also, | am not ableto bear my jealousthoughts: | fear thou dost not love me, that thou hast forsaken
me; because | know | deserve not to be beloved. These thoughts are hard as hell; they give no rest
to my soul: if I find not myself on thy heart and arm, | am as one that lies down in abed of coals.”
This also argues a holy greediness of delight.

3. She farther manifests this by her solicitousness, trouble, and perplexity, in his loss and
withdrawings. Men bewail the loss of that whose whole enjoyment they delight in; we easily bear
the absence of that whose presence is not delightful. This state of the spouse is discovered, Cant.
iii. 1-3, “By night on my bed | sought him whom my soul loveth: | sought him, but | found him
not. | will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways | will seek him whom
my soul loveth: | sought him, but | found him not. The watchmen that go about the city found me:
to whom | said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?’ It is night now with the soul, — atime of
darkness and trouble, or affliction. Whenever Christ is absent, it is night with abeliever. Heisthe
sun; if he go down upon them, if his beams be eclipsed, if in his light they see no light, it is all
darknesswith them. Here, whether the coming of the night of any trouble on her made her discover
Christ’s absence, or the absence of Christ made it night with her, is not expressed. | rather think
the latter; because, setting that aside, all things seem to be well with her. The absence of Christ will
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indeed make it night, dark as darkness itself, in the midst of all other glowing consolations. But is
the spouse contented with this dispensation? Sheisupon her bed, — that is, of ease (the bed, indeed,
sometimes signifies tribulation, Rev. ii. 22; but in this book, everywhere, rest and contentment:
hereisnot the least intimation of any tribulation but what isin the want of Christ); but in the greatest
peace and opportunity of ease and rest, a believer finds none in the absence of Christ: though he
be on his bed, having nothing to disquiet him, he rests not, if Christ, his rest, be not there. She
“sought him.” Seeking of Christ by night, on the bed (that is, alone, in immediate inquest, and in
the dark), has two parts.— searching of our own souls for the cause of his absence; secondly,
searching the promises for his presence.

(1.) The soul finding not Christ present in his wonted manner, warming, cherishing, reviving
it with love, nigh to it, supping with it, aways filling its thoughts with himself, dropping myrrh
and sweet tastes of love into it; but, on the contrary, that other thoughts crowd in and perplex the
heart, and Christ isnot nigh when inquired after; it presently inquiresinto the cause of al this, calls
itself to an account what it has done, how it has behaved itself, that it isnot with it asat other times,
— that Christ haswithdrawn himself, and isnot nigh to it in the wonted manner. Hereit accomplishes
adiligent search; it considers the love, tenderness, and kindness of the Lord Jesus, what delight he
takesin abiding with his saints, so that his departure is not without cause and provocation. “How,”
saithit, “have | demeaned myself, that | have lost my Beloved? where have | been wandering after
other lovers?” And when the miscarriage is found out, it abounds in revenge and indignation.

(2.) Having driven this to some issue, the soul applieth itself to the promises of the covenant,
wherein Christ is most graciously exhibited unto it; considers one, ponders another, to find a taste
of him; — it considers diligently if it can see the delightful countenance and favour of Christ in
them or no. But now, if (as it often falls out) the soul finds nothing but the carcass, but the bare
letter, in the promise, — if it come to it as to the grave of Christ, of which it may be said (not in
itself, but in respect of the seeking soul), “He isrisen, heis not here,” this amazes the soul, and it
knows not what to do. As aman that has a jewel of great price, having no occasion to useiit, lays
it aside, as he supposes, in a safe place; in an agony and extremity of want going to seek for his
jewel, hefindsit not in the place he expected, and is filled with amazement, and knows not what
to do; — soisit with this pearl of the gospel. After aman has sold all that he hasfor it, and enjoyed
it for a season, then to have it missing at atime of need, it must needs perplex him. So was it with
the spouse here. “1 sought him,” saith she, “but | found him not;” athing which not seldom befalls
usin our communion with Christ.

But what does she how do? does she give over, and search no more? Nay; but says she, verse
2,“ ‘I will arise;’ | will not so give over. | must have Chrigt, or die. | will now arise,” (or, “let me
arise,”) “and go about this business.”

[1.] Sheresolvesto put herself upon another course, amore vigorous inquest: “1 will arise and
make use of other means besides those of private prayer, meditation, self-searching, and inquiring
into the promises;” which she had insisted on before. It carries, —

1st. Resolution, and a zealous, violent casting off that frame wherein she had lost her love. “ ‘1
awill arise;” | will not rest in thisframe: | am undoneif | do.” So, sometimes God calls his church
to arise and shake itself out of the dust. Abide not in that condition.

2dly. Diligence. “I will now take another course; | will leave no way unattempted, no means
untried, whereby | may possibly recover communion with my Beloved.”
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This is the condition of a soul that finds not the wonted presence of Christ in its private and
more retired inquiries, — dull in prayer, wandering in meditations, rare in thoughts of him, — “I
will not bear thisframe: whatever way God has appointed, | will, in hisstrength, vigorously pursue,
until this frame be atered, and | find my Beloved.”

[2.] Then the way she puts herself upon, as to go about the city. Not to insist upon particulars,
nor to strain the parts of the allegory too far, the city here intended is the city of God, the church;
and the passing through the broad and narrow streets, is the diligent inquiry that the spouse makes
in al the paths and ordinances given unto it. This, then, is the next thing the soul addresses itself
unto in the want of Christ:— when it finds him not in any private endeavours, it makes vigorous
application to the ordinances of public worship; in prayer, in preaching, in administration of the
seals, does it look after Christ. Indeed, the great inquiry the souls of believers make, in every
ordinance, is after Christ. So much as they find of him, so much sweetness and refreshment have
they, and no more. Especially when under any desertion, they rise up to thisinquiry: they listen to
every word, to every prayer, to find if any thing of Christ, any light from him, any life, any love,
appears to them. “Oh, that Christ would at length meet me in this or that sermon, and recover my
poor heart to some sight of hislove, — to sometaste at kindness!” The solicitousness of abeliever
in his inquest after Christ, when he finds not his presence, either for grace or consolation, as in
former days, isindeed inexpressible. Much of the frame of such aheart iscouched in the redoubling
of the expression, “I sought him, | sought him;” setting out an inconceivable passion, and suitably
industrious desire. Thus, being disappointed at home, the spouse proceeds.

But yet see the event of this also: “ She sought him, but found him not.” It does sometimes so
fall out, al will not do: “ They shall seek him, and not find him;” they shall not come nigh him. Let
them that enjoy any thing of the presence of Christ take heed what they do; if they provoke him to
depart, if they lose him, it may cost them many a bitter inquiry before they find him again. When
asoul prays and meditates, searchesthe promisesin private; when it with earnestness and diligence
attends all ordinances in public, and all to get one glimpse of the face of Jesus Christ, and al in
vain, it isasad condition.

What now followsinthisestate?Verse 3, “ Thewatchmen found me,” etc. That these watchmen
of the city of God are the watchmen and officers of the church, is confessed. And it is of sad
consideration, that the Holy Ghost does sometimes in this book take notice of them on no good
account. Plainly, chap. v. 7, they turn persecutors. It was Luther’s saying, “Nunquam periclitatur
religio nisi inter reverendissmos.” Here they are of a more gentle temper, and seeing the poor
disconsolate soul, they seem to take notice of her condition.

It isthe duty, indeed, of faithful watchmen, to take notice of poor, troubled, deserted souls, —
not to keep at a distance, but to be willing to assist. And a truly pressed soul on the account of
Christ’s absence cannot cover its love, but must be inquiring after him: “Saw ye him whom my
soul loveth?” — “Thisis my condition: | have had sweet enjoyment of my blessed Jesus, — heis
now withdrawn from me. Can you help me? can you guide meto my consolation. What acquaintance
have you with him? when saw you him? how did he manifest himself to you, and wherein?’ All
these labourings in his absence sufficiently discover the soul’s delight in the presence of Christ.
Go one step farther, to the discovery that it made of him once again, and it will yet be more evident.
Verses 4, 5, “It was but alittle that | passed from them, but | found him whom my soul loveth: |
held him, and would not let him go, until | had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the
chamber of her that conceived me. | charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem,” etc.
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First, She tells you how she came to him: “ She found him;” what ways and by what meansis
not expressed. It often so falls out in our communion with Christ, when private and public means
fail, and the soul has nothing left but waiting silently and walking humbly, Christ appears; that his
so doing may be evidently of grace. Let us not at any time give over in this condition. When all
ways are past, the summer and harvest are gone without relief, — when neither bed nor watchmen
canassist, — let uswait alittle, and we shall seethe Salvation of God. Christ honours hisimmediate
absolute acting sometimes, though ordinarily he crowns his ordinances Christ often manifests
himself immediately, and out of ordinances, to them that wait for him in them; — that he will do
so to them that despise them, | know not. Though he will meet men unexpectedly in his way, yet
hewill not meet them at all out of it. Let uswait as he has appointed; let him appear as he pleaseth.
How she deals with him when found is neatly declared: “ She held him, and would not let him go,”
etc. They are all expressions of the greatest joy and delight imaginable. The sum is.— having at
length come once more to an enjoyment of sweet communion with Christ, the soul lays fast hold
on him by faith (kpateiv, “to hold fast,” is an act of faith), refuses to part with him any more, in
vehemency of love, — tries to keep him in ordinances in the house of its mother, the church of
God; and so uses al means for the confirming of the mutual love between Christ and her. All the
expressions, al the allusions used, evidencing delight to the utmost capacity of the soul. Should |
pursue all the instances and testimonies that are given hereunto, in that one book of the Song of
Solomon, | must enter upon an exposition of the greatest part of it; whichisnot my present business.
L et the hearts of the saintsthat are acquai nted with these things be allowed to make the close. What
is it they long for, they rejoice in? what is it that satisfies them to the utmost, and gives sweet
complacency to their spiritsin every condition? what isit whose loss they fear, whose absence they
cannot bear? Isit not this their Beloved, and he alone?

This, also, they farther manifest by their delight in every thing that peculiarly belongsto Christ,
ashis, inthisworld. Thisisan evidence of delight, when, for his sake whom we delight in, we also
delight in every thing that belongs to him. Christ’ sgreat interest in thisworld liesin his people and
his ordinances, — his household and their provision. Now in both these do the saints exceedingly
delight, for his sake. Take an instance in both kinds in one man, namely, David, Ps. xvi. 3, “In the
saints and the excellent” (or the noble) “of the earth isal my delight; my delight in them.” Christ
says of his church that sheis “Hephzi-bah,” I1sa Ixii., “My delight in her.” Here says David of the
same, “Hephzi-bah, — “My delight in them.” As Christ delights in his saints, so do they in one
another, on hisaccount. “Here,” says David, “isal my delight.” Whatever contentment he took in
any other persons, it was nothing in comparison of the delight he took in them. Hence, mention is
made of “laying down our livesfor the brethren,” or any common cause wherein the interest of the
community of the brethren doeslie.

Secondly, For the ordinances, consider the same person. Ps. xlii., Ixxxiv., and xlviii., are such
plentiful testimonies throughout, as we need no farther inquiring; nor shall | go forth to a new
discourse on this particular.

And thisisthefirst mutual consequential act of conjugal affection, in this communion between
Christ and believers.— he delightsin them, and they delight in him. He delightsin their prosperity,
has pleasureinit; they delight in his honour and glory, and in his presence with them. For his sake
they delight in his servants (though by the world condemned) as the most excellent in the world;
and in his ordinances, as the wisdom of God; — which are foolishness to the world.
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Chapter 5.

Other consequentia affections.— 1. On the part of Christ — He values his saints — Evidences of
that valuation:— (1.) Hisincarnation; (2.) Exinanition, 2 Cor. viii. 9; Phil. ii. 6, 7; (3.) Obedience
asaservant; (4.) In hisdeath. Hisvaluation of them in comparison of others. 2. Believers' estimation
of Christ:— (1.) They value him above all other things and persons; (2.) Above their own lives;
(3.) All spiritual excellencies. The sum of al on the part of Christ — The sum on the part of believers.
The third conjugal affection — On the part of Christ, pity or compassion — Wherein manifested
— Suffering and supply, fruits of compassion — Several ways whereby Christ relieves the saints
under temptations — His compassion in their afflictions. Chastity, the third conjugal affection in
the saints. The fourth — On the part of Christ, bounty; on the part of the saints, duty.

I1. CHrisT values his saints, values believers (which isthe second branch of that conjugal affection
he bears towards them), having taken them into the relation whereof we speak. | shall not need to
insist long on the demonstration hereof; heaven and earth are full of evidences of it. Some few
considerations will give life to the assertion. Consider them, then, — 1. Absolutely; 2. In respect
of others; and you will see what a valuation he puts upon them:—

1. All that ever he did or does, all that ever he underwent or suffered as mediator, wasfor their
sakes. Now, these things were so great and grievous, that had he not esteemed them above all that
can be expressed, he had never engaged to their performance and undergoing. Take a few
instances.—

(1.) For their sakes was he “made flesh;” “manifested in the flesh.” Heb. ii. 14, “Forasmuch
then asthe children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewisetook part of the same.”
And the height of this valuation of them the apostle aggravates. Verse 16, “Verily he took not on
him the nature of angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham;” he had no such esteem of angels.
Whether you take émiAauBauesdat, properly to “take,” or to “take hold of,” as our trandlators, and
so supply the word “nature,” and refer the whole unto Christ’s incarnation, who therein took our
nature on him, and not the nature of angels; or for avalaufavesbat, to “help,” (he did not help nor
succour fallen angels, but he did help and succour the seed of Abraham,) and so consider it asthe
fruit of Christ’s incarnation, — it is all one, as to our present business: his preferring the seed of
Abraham before angels, his valuing them above the other, is plainly expressed. And observe, that
he came to help the seed of Abraham, — that is, believers. His esteem and valuation is of them
only.

(2.) For their sakes he was so made flesh, as that there was an emptying, an exinanition of
himself, and an eclipsing of hisglory, and a becoming poor for them, 2 Cor. viii. 9, “Y e know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he wasrich, yet for our sakes he became poor.” Being
rich in eternal glory with his Father, John xvii. 5, he became poor for believers. The same person
that wasrich was a so poor. That the riches here meant can be none but those of the Deity, isevident,
by its opposition to the poverty which as man he undertook. Thisisalso morefully expressed, Phil.
ii. 6, 7, “Who being in the form of God, counted it no robbery to be equal to God, but he emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant, and being made in the fashion of a man, and found in form
asaman,” etc. That the “form of God” is here the essence of the Deity, sundry things inevitably
evince; as, —
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[1.] That he wastherein equal to God,; that is, his Father. Now, nothing but God isequal to God.
Not Christ as he is mediator, in his greatest glory, — nothing but that which isinfinite, is equal to
that which isinfinite.

[2.] The form of God is opposed to the form of a servant; and that form of a servant is called
the “fashion of aman,” verse 8, — that fashion wherein he was found when he gave himself to
death, wherein as a man he poured out his blood and died. Mop@r|v dovAov AaPwv, (he “took the
form of a servant”), is expounded in the next words, év dpotwpatt 4vOpdTWV yeVopEVoG, — an
expression used to set out hisincarnation, Rom. viii. 3. God sent him v opowwpartt capkog apaptiog:,
in taking true flesh, he was in the “likeness of sinful flesh.” Now, in thus doing, it is said €éavtov
gkéwoe, — “he humbled, emptied himself, made himself of no reputation.” In the very taking of
flesh, there was a condescension, adebasing of the person of the Son of God; it could not be without
it. If God humbled himself to “behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth,” Ps. cxiii. 6,
then certainly it was an inconceivable condescension and abasement, not only to behold, but take
upon him (into personal union) our nature with himself. And though nothing could possibly be
taken off from the essential glory of the Deity, yet that person appearing in the fashion of a man,
and form of a servant, the glory of it, as to the manifestation, was eclipsed; and he appeared quite
another thing than what indeed he was, and had been from eternity. Hence he prays that his Father
would “glorify him with the glory he had with him before the world was,” John xvii. 5, asto the
manifestation of it. And so, though the divine nature was not abased, the person was.

(3.) For their sakes he so humbled and emptied himself, in taking flesh, asto become therein a
servant, — in the eyes of the world of no esteem nor account; and atrue and rea servant unto the
Father. For their sakes he humbled himself, and became obedient. All that he did and suffered in
his life comes under this consideration; all which may be referred to these three heads.— [1.]
Fulfilling all righteousness. [2.] Enduring al manner of persecutions and hardships. [3.] Doing all
manner of good to inert. He took on him, for their sakes, alife and course pointed to, Heb. v. 7, 8,
— alife of prayers, tears, fears, obedience, suffering; and all this with cheerfulness and delight,
calling his employment his “meat and drink,” and still professing that the law of this obedience
wasin hiss heart, — that he was content to do thiswill of God. He that will sorely revenge the least
opposition that is or shall be made to him by others, was content to undergo any thing, al things,
for believers.

(4.) He stays not here, but (for the consummation of all that went before) for their sakes he
becomes obedient to death, the death of the cross. So he professeth to his Father, John xvii. 19,
“For their sakes | sanctify myself;” — “1 dedicate myself as an offering, as a sacrifice, to bekilled
and slain.” Thiswas hisaim in all the former, that he might die; he was born, and lived, that he
might die. He valued them above hislife. And if we might stay to consider alittle what wasin this
death that he underwent for them, we should perceive what a price indeed he put upon them. The
curse of the law was in it, the wrath of God wasin it, the loss of God's presence wasin it. It was
afearful cup that he tasted of, and drank of, that they might never taste of it. A man would not for
ten thousand worlds be willing to undergo that which Christ underwent for usin that one thing of
desertion from God, wereit attended with no more distress but what a mere creature might possibly
emerge from under. And what thoughtswe should have of thishimself tellsus, John xv. 13, “ Greater
love has no man than this, that aman lay down hislifefor hisfriends.” Itisimpossible there should
be any greater demonstration or evidence of love than this. What can any one do more? And yet
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he tells us in another place, that it has another aggravation and heightening, Rom. v. 8, “God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” When he
did this for us we were sinners, and enemies, whom he might justly have destroyed. What more
can be done? — to die for us when we were sinners! Such a death, in such a manner, with such
attendancies of wrath and curse, — adeath accompanied with the worst that God had ever threatened
to sinners, — argues as high avaluation of us as the heart of Christ himself was capable of.

For oneto part with his glory, hisriches, his ease, hislife, hislove from God, to undergo loss,
shame, wrath, curse, death, for another, is an evidence of a dear valuation; and that it was all on
this account, we are informed, Heb. xii. 2. Certainly Christ had a dear esteem of them, that, rather
than they should perish, — that they should not be his, and be made partakers of his glory, — he
would part with al he had for their sakes, Eph. v. 25, 26.

There would be no end, should | go through all the instances of Christ’s valuation of believers,
inall their deliverances, afflictions, in all conditions of sinning and suffering, — what he has done,
what he doesin hisintercession, what he delivers them from, what he procures for them; all telling
out this one thing, — they are the apple of his eye, hisjewel, his diadem, his crown.

2. In comparison of others. All the world is nothing to him in comparison of them. They are
his garden; the rest of the world, a wilderness. Cant. iv. 12, “A garden enclosed is my sister, my
spouse; a spring shut up, afountain sealed.” They are his inheritance; the rest, his enemies, of no
regard with him. So Isa. xliii. 3, 4, “| am the Lorp thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: |
gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou
hast been honourable, and | have loved thee: therefore will | give men for thee, and people for thy
life.” The reason of this dealing of Christ with his church, in parting with all others for them, is,
because he loves her. Sheis precious and honourable in his sight; thence he puts this great esteem
upon her. Indeed, he disposeth of al nations and their interests according as is for the good of
believers. Amosix. 9, in all the siftings of the nations, the eye of God is upon the house of Isradl;
not a grain of them shall perish. Look to heaven; angels are appointed to minister for them, Heb.
i. 14. Look into the world; the nationsin general are either blessed for their sakes, or destroyed on
their account, — preserved to try them, or rejected for their cruelty towards them; and will receive
from Christ their final doom according to their deportment towards these despised ones. On this
account are the pillars of the earth borne up, and patienceis exercised towards the perishing world.
In aword, there is not the meanest, the weakest, the poorest believer on the earth, but Christ prizes
him more than all the world besides. Were our hearts filled much with thoughts hereof, it would
tend much to our consolation.

To answer this, believers aso value Jesus Christ; they have an esteem of him above al the
world, and all thingsin theworld. Y ou have been in part acquainted with this before, in the account
that was given of their delight in him, and inquiry after him. They say of him in their hearts
continually, as David, “Whom havel in heaven but thee? and none upon earth | desire beside thee.”
Ps. Ixxiii. 25. Neither heaven nor earth will yield them an object any way comparable to him, that
they can delight in.

1. They value him above all other things and persons. “Mallem,”, said one, “ruere cum Christo,
guam regnare cum Caesare. Pulchraterra, pulchrum coelum, sed pulcherrimus dominus Jesus;” —
Christ and adungeon, Christ and across, isinfinitely sweeter than a crown, a sceptre without him,
totheir souls. Sowasit with Moses, Heb. xi. 26, “ He esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt.” The reproach of Christ is the worst consequent that the wickedness
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of the world or the malice of Satan can bring upon the followers of him. The treasures of Egypt
were in those days the greatest in the world; Moses despised the very best of the world, for the
worst of the cross of Christ. Indeed, himself has told believers, that if they love any thing better
than him, father or mother, they are not worthy of him. A despising of all things for Christ is the
very first lesson of the gospel. “Give away all, take up the cross and follow me,” was the way
whereby hetried hisdisciplesof old; and if there be not the same mind and heart in us, we are none
of his.

2. They value him above their lives. Acts xx. 24, “My life is not dear, that | may perfect my
course with joy, and the ministry | have received of the Lord Jesus;” — “Let lifeand all go, so that
| may serve him; and, when all is done, enjoy him, and be made like to him.” It is known what is
reported of Ignatius when he was led to martyrdom: “Let what will,” said he, “come upon me, only
so | may obtain Jesus Christ.” Hence they of old rejoiced when whipped, scourged, put to shame,
for his sake, Actsv. 41; Heb. 11. All iswelcome that comes from him, or for him. The lives they
have to live, the death they have to die, islittle, is light, upon the thoughts of him who is the stay
of their lives and the end of their death. Were it not for the refreshment which daily they receive
by thoughts of him, they could not live, — their lives would be a burden to them; and the thoughts
of enjoyment of him made them cry with Paul, “Oh that we were dissolved!” The stories of the
martyrs of old and of late, the sufferersin giving witness to him under the dragon and under the
false prophet, the neglect of lifein women and children on hisaccount, contempt of torments, whilst
his name sweetened all, have rendered this truth clear to men and angels.

3. They value him above all spiritual excellencies, and all other righteousness whatever, Phil.
iii. 7, 8, “Those things which were advantage to me, | esteemed loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whose sake | have lost all things, and do esteem them
common, that | may gain Christ, and be found in him.” Having recounted the excellencies which
he had, and the privileges which he enjoyed, in his Judaism, — which were all of aspiritual nature,
and a participation wherein made the rest of his countrymen despise all the world, and look upon
themselves as the only acceptable persons with God, resting on them for righteousness, — the
apostle tells us what is his esteem of them, in comparison of the Lord Jesus. They are “loss and
dung,” things that for his sake he had really suffered the loss of; that is, whereas he had for many
years been a zealot of the law, — seeking after arighteousness as it were by the works of it, Rom.
iX. 32, — instantly serving God day and night, to obtain the promise, Acts xxvi. 7, — living in all
good conscience from hisyouth, acts 23, — all the while very zealous for God and hisinstitutions,
— now [he] willingly casts away all these things, looks upon them as loss and dung, and could not
only be contented to be without them, but, asfor that end for which he sought after them, he abhorred
them all. When men have been strongly convinced of their duty, and have laboured many years to
keep a good conscience, — have prayed, and heard, and done good, and denied themselves, and
been zealous for God, and laboured with al their might to please him, and so at length to come to
enjoy him; they had rather part with all the world, life and al, than with this they have wrought.
Y ou know how unwilling we are to part with any thing we have laboured and beaten our heads
about? How much more when the things are so excellent, as our duty to God, blamelessness of
conversation, hope of heaven, and the like, which we have beaten our hearts about. But now, when
once Christ appears to the soul, when he is known in his excellency, al these things, as without
him, have their paint washed off, their beauty fades, their desirableness vanisheth, and the soul is
not only contented to part with them all, but puts them away as a defiled thing, and cries, “In the
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Lord Jesus only is my righteousness and glory.” Prov. iii. 13—-15, among innumerabl e testimonies,
may be admitted to give witness hereunto, “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man
that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and al the things that thou canst
desire are not to be compared unto her.” It is of Jesus Christ, the Wisdom of God, the eternal
Wisdom of the Father, that the Holy Ghost speaks; asis evident from the description whichisgiven
hereof, chap. viii. He and his ways are better than silver and gold, rubies, and all desirable things;
asin the gospel he likens himself to the “pearl in the field,” which when the merchant man finds,
he sellsal that he has, to purchase. All goesfor Christ; — all righteousness without him, all ways
of religion, all goes for that one pearl. The glory of his Deity, the excellency of his person, his
all-conquering desirabl eness, ineffable love, wonderful undertaking, unspeakable condescensions,
effectual mediation, complete righteousness, liein their eyes, ravish their hearts, fill their affections,
and possess their souls. And this is the second mutual conjugal affection between Christ and
believers; all which, on the part of Christ, may be referred unto two heads.—

1. All that he parted withal, all that he did, all that he suffered, all that he does as mediator; he
parted withal, did, suffered, does, on the account of hislove to and esteem of believers. He parted
with the greatest glory, he underwent the greatest misery, he doesthe greatest worksthat ever were,
because he loves his spouse, — because he values believers. What can more, what can farther be
spoken? how little is the depth of that which is spoken fathomed! how unable are we to look into
the mysterious recesses of it! He so loves, so values his saints, as that, having from eternity
undertaken to bring them to God, he rejoices his soul in the thoughts of it; and pursues his design
through heaven and hell, life and death, by suffering and doing, in mercy and with power; and
ceaseth not until he bring it to perfection. For, —

2. He does so value them, as that he will not lose any of them to eternity, though all the world
should combine to take them out of his hand. When in the days of his flesh he foresaw what
opposition, what danger, what rocks they should meet withal, he cried out, “Holy Father, keep
them,” John xvii. 11; — “Let not one of them belost;” and tells us plainly, John x. 28, that no man
shall take his sheep out of his hand. And because he was then in the form of a servant, and it might
be supposed that he might not be able to hold them, he tells them true, as to his present condition
of carrying on the work of mediation, his “Father was greater than he;” and therefore to him he
committed them, and none should take them out of his Father’s hand, John x. 29. And whereas the
world, afflictions, and persecutions, which are without, may be conquered, and yet no security
given but that sin from within, by the assistance of Satan, may prevail against them to their ruin;
as he has provided against Satan, in his promise that the gates of hell shall not prevail against them,
so he has taken care that sin itself shall not destroy them. Herein, indeed, is the depth of hislove
to be contemplated, that whereas his holy soul hates every sin (it is a burden, an abomination, a
new wound to him), and his poor spouseissinful (believersarefull of sins, failings, and infirmities),
he hides all, coversall, bears with all, rather than he will lose them; by his power preserving them
from such sins as aremedy is not provided for in the covenant of grace. Oh, the world of sinful
folliesthat our dear Lord Jesus bearswithal on thisaccount! Are not our own souls astonished with
the thoughts of it? Infinite patience, infinite forbearance, infinite love, infinite grace, infinite mercy,
are al set on work for this end, to answer this his valuation of us.

On our part it may also be referred to two heads.—
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1. That, upon the discovery of him to our souls, they rejoiceto part with all thingswherein they
have delighted or reposed their confidence, for him and his sake, that they may enjoy him. Sin and
lust, pleasure and profit, righteousness and duty, in their several conditions, all shall go, so they
may have Christ.

2. That they are willing to part with all things rather than with him, when they do enjoy him.
Tothink of parting with peace, health, liberty, relations, wives, children; it is offensive, heavy, and
grievous to the best of the saints. but their souls cannot bear the thoughts of parting with Jesus
Christ; such athought is cruel as the grave. The worst thoughts that, in any fear, sin desertions,
they have of hell, is, that they shall not enjoy Jesus Christ. So they may enjoy him here, hereafter
be like him, be ever with him, stand in his presence; they can part with all things freely, cheerfully,
be they never so beautiful, in reference to this life or that which isto come.

[1l. The third conjugal affection on the part of Christ is pity and compassion. As a man
“nourisheth and cherisheth his own flesh, so does the Lord his church,” Eph. v. 29. Christ has a
fellow feeling with his saintsin all their troubles, as a man has with his own flesh. This act of the
conjugal love of Christ relates to the many trials and pressures of afflictions that his saints meet
withal here below. He does not deal with believers as the Samaritans with the Jews, that fawned
on themintheir prosperity, but despised themin their trouble; heis as atender father, who, though
perhaps heloveall hischildren alike, yet he will take most painswith, and give most of his presence
unto, onethat is sick and weak, though therein and thereby he may be made most froward, and, as
it should seem, hardest to be borne with. And (which is more than the pity of any father can extend
to) he himself suffers with them, and takes sharein all their troubles.

Now, al the sufferings of the saints in this world, wherein their head and husband exerciseth
pity, tenderness, care, and compassion towards them, are of two sorts, or may be referred to two
heads.— 1. Temptations. 2. Afflictions.

1. Temptations (under which head | comprise sin also, whereto they tend); asin, from, and by
their own infirmities; as aso from their adversaries without. The frame of the heart of Christ, and
his deportment towards them in this condition, you have, Heb. iv. 15, “We have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities”. We have not such a one as cannot.
The two negations do vehemently affirm that we have such an high priest as can be, or is, touched.
The word “touched” comes exceedingly short of expressing the original word; it is cuunadfioat,
— to " suffer together.” “We have,” saith the apostle, “ such an high priest as can, and consequently
does, suffer with us, — endure our infirmities.” And in what respect he suffers with usin regard
of our infirmities, or has a fellow-feeling with usin them, he declares in the next words, “He was
tempted like as we are,” verse 15. It is as to our infirmities, our temptations, spiritual weakness;
therein, in particular, has he a compassionate sympathy and fellow-feeling with us. Whatever be
our infirmities, so far as they are our temptations, he does suffer with us under them, and
compassionates us. Hence at the last day he saith, “1 was an hungered,” etc. There are two ways of
expressing a fellow-feeling and suffering with another:— (1.) Per benevolam condolentiam, — a
“friendly grieving.” (2.) Per gratiosam opitulationem, — a*“gracious supply:” both are eminent in
Christ:—

(1.) He grieves and labours with us. Zech. i. 12, “The angel of the Lorp answered and said, O
Lorp of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem?’ He speaks as one intimately
affected with the state and condition of poor Jerusalem; and therefore he has bid all the world take
notice that what is done to them is doneto him, chap. ii. 8, 9; yea, to “the apple of hiseye.”
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(2.) In the second he abounds. Isa. xl. 11, “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead them that are with
young.” Y ea, we have both here together, — tender compassionateness and assistance. The whole
framewherein heis here described isaframe of the greatest tenderness, compassion, condescension
that can be imagined. His people are set forth under many infirmities; some are lambs, some great
with young, some very tender, some burdened with temptations, — nothing in any of them all
strong or comely. To them all Christ is a shepherd, that feeds his own sheep, and drives them out
to pleasant pasture; where, if he sees a poor weak lamb, [he] does not thrust him on, but takes him
into his bosom, where he both easeth and refresheth him: he leads him gently and tenderly. Asdid
Jacob them that were burdened with young, so does our dear Lord Jesuswith hisflock, in the several
ways and paths wherein he leads them. When he sees a poor soul, weak, tender, halting, ready to
sink and perish, he takes him into his arms, by some gracious promise administered to him, carries
him, bears him up when he is not able to go one step forward. Hence is his great quarrel with those
shepherds, Ezek. xxxiv. 4, “Woe beto you shepherds! the diseased have ye not strengthened, neither
have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have
ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which waslost.” Thisis
that which our careful, tender husband would have done.

So mention being made of his compassionateness and fellow-suffering with us, Heb. iv. 15, it
is added, verse 16, that he administers x&pwv £i¢ ebkaipov Poribsiav, — seasonable grace, grace
for help in atime of need. Thisis an evidence of compassion, when, like the Samaritan, we afford
seasonable help. To lament our troubles or miseries, without affording help, isto no purpose. Now,
this Christ does; he gives eUkaipov Poribeiav, seasonable help. Help being a thing that regards
want, is always excellent; but its coming in season puts a crown upon it. A pardon to a malefactor
when heisready to be executed, is sweet and welcome. Such is the assistance given by Christ. All
his saints may take this as a sure rule, both in their temptations and afflictions.— when they can
want them, they shall not want relief; and when they can bear no longer, they shall berelieved, 1
Cor. x. 13.

So it is said emphatically of him, Heb. ii. 18, “In that he himself has suffered being tempted,
he is able to succour them that are tempted.” It is true, there is something in all our temptations
more than was in the temptation of Christ. There is something in ourselves to take part with every
temptation; and thereis enough in ourselvesto tempt us, though nothing el se should appear against
us. With Christ it was not so, John xiv. 30. But thisis so far from taking off his compassion towards
us, that, on all accounts whatever, it doesincrease it; for if he will give us succour because we are
tempted, the sorer our temptations are, the more ready will he be to succour us. Take someinstances
of Christ’s giving ebkaipov Bondetav, — seasonable help in and under temptations unto sin. Now
this he does several ways.—

[1.] By keeping the soul which is liable to temptation and exposed to it, in a strong habitual
bent against that sin that he is obnoxious to the assaults of. So it was in the case of Joseph: Christ
knew that Joseph’s great trial, and that whereon if he had been conquered he had been undone,
would lie upon the hand of his mistress tempting him to lewdness; whereupon he kept his heart in
a steady frame against that sin, as his answer without the least deliberation argues, Gen. xxxix. 9.
In other things, wherein he was not so deeply concerned, Joseph’s heart was not so fortified by
habitual grace; asit appearsby hisswearing by the life of Pharaoh. Thisis oneway whereby Christ
gives suitable help to his, in tenderness and compassion. The saints, in the course of their lives, by
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the company, society, business, they are cast upon, are liable and exposed to temptations great and
violent, some in one kind, some in another. Herein is Christ exceedingly kind and tender to them,
in fortifying their hearths with abundance of grace as to that sin unto temptations whereunto they
are most exposed; when perhaps in other things they are very weak, and are often surprised.

[2.] Christ sometimes, by some strong impul se of actual grace, recovers the soul from the very
bordersof sin. Soit wasin the case of David, 1 Sam. xxiv. 4-6. “Hewasamost gone,” as he speaks
himself; “his feet had well-nigh slipped.” The temptation was at the door of prevalence, when a
mighty impulse of grace recovers him. To show his saints what they are, their own weakness and
infirmity, he sometimes suffers them to go to the very edge and brow of the hill, and then causeth
them to hear aword behind them saying, “ Thisistheright way, walk init,” — and that with power
and efficacy; and so recovers them to himself.

[3.] By taking away the temptation itself, when it grows so strong and violent that the poor soul
knows not what to do. Thisis called “ delivering the godly out of temptation,” 2 Pet. ii. 9, asaman
is plucked out of the snare, and the snare left behind to hold another. This have | known to be the
case of many, in sundry perplexing temptations. When they have been quite weary, have tried all
means of help and assistance, and have not been able to come to a comfortable issue, on a sudden,
unexpectedly, the Lord Christ, in histenderness and compassion, rebukes Satan, that they hear not
one word more of him as to their temptation. Christ comes in in the storm, and saith, “Peace, be
still.”

[4.] By giving in fresh supplies of grace, according as temptations do grow or increase. So was
it in the case of Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 9, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” The temptation, whatever it
were, grew high; Paul was earnest for itsremoval; and receives only thisanswer, of the sufficiency
of the grace of God for his supportment, notwithstanding al the growth and increase of the
temptation.

[5.] By giving them wisdom to make aright, holy, and spiritual improvement of all temptations.
James bids us “count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations,” Jamesi. 2, which could not
be done were there not a holy and spiritual use to be made of them; which also himself manifests
inthewordsfollowing. There are manifold uses of temptations, which experienced Christians, with
assistance suitable from Christ, may make of them. Thisisnot the least, that by them we are brought
to know ourselves. So Hezekiah was| eft to betried, to know what wasin him. By temptation, some
bosom, hidden corruption is oftentimes discovered, that the soul knew not of before. Asit waswith
Hazael in respect of enormous crimes, so in lesser things with the saints. They would never have
believed there had been such lusts and corruptions in them as they have discovered upon their
temptations. Y ea, divers having been tempted to one sin, have discovered another that they thought
not of; as some, being tempted to pride, or worldliness, or looseness of conversation, have been
startled by it, and led to a discovery of neglect of many duties and much communion with God,
which before they thought not of. And thisis from the tender care of Jesus Christ, giving them in
suitable help; without which no man can possibly make use of or improve a temptation. And this
is a suitable help indeed, whereby a temptation which otherwise, or to other persons, might be a
deadly wound, provesthe lancing of afestered sore, and the letting out of corruption that otherwise
might have endangered thelifeitself. So, 1 Pet. i. 6, “If need be ye are in heavinessthrough manifold
temptations.”
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[6.] When the soul isat any time more or less overcome by temptations, Christ in histenderness
relieves it with mercy and pardon; so that his shall not sink utterly under their burden, 1 Johnii. 1,
2.

By one, more, or al of these ways, does the Lord Jesus manifest his conjugal tenderness and
compassion towards the saints, in and under their temptations.

2. Christ iscompassionate towardsthem in their afflictions: “In all their affliction heisafflicted,”
Isa. Ixiii. 9; yea, it seemsthat all our afflictions (at least those of one sort, — namely, which consist
in persecutions) are his in the first place, ours only by participation. Col. i. 24, We “fill up the
measure of the afflictions of Christ.” Two things evidently manifest this compassionateness in
Christ:—

(1.) Hisinterceding with his Father for their relief, Zech. i. 12. Christ intercedeth on our behalf,
not only in respect of our sins, but also our sufferings; and when the work of our afflictions is
accomplished, we shall have the reliefs he intercedes for. The Father always hears him; and we
have not a deliverance from trouble, a recovering of health, ease of pain, freedom from any evil
that ever laid hold upon us, but it is given us on the intercession of Jesus Christ. Believers are
unacquainted with their own condition, if they look upon their mercies as dispensed in a way of
common providence. And this may, indeed, be a cause why we esteem them no more, are no more
thankful for them, nor fruitful in the enjoyment of them:— we see not how, by what means, nor
on what account, they are dispensed to us. The generation of the people of God in the world are at
this day alive, undevoured, merely on the account of the intercession of the Lord Jesus. His
compassionateness has been the fountain of their deliverances. Hence oftentimes he rebukes their
sufferings and afflictions, that they shall not act to the utmost upon them when they are under them.
He is with them when they pass through fire and water, Isa. xliii. 2, 3.

(2.) In that he does and will, in the winding up of the matter, so sorely revenge the quarrel of
their sufferings upon their enemies. He avenges his elect that cry unto him; yea, he doesit speedily.
The controversy of Zion leads on the day of his vengeance, Isa. xxxiv. 8. He looks upon them
sometimes in distress, and considers what is the state of the world in reference to them. Zech. i.
11, “We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at
rest,” say his messengers to him, whom he sent to consider the world and its condition during the
affliction of his people. This commonly is the condition of the world in such a season, “They are
at rest and quiet, their hearts are abundantly satiated; they drink wine in bowls, and send gifts to
one another.” Then Christ looks to see who will come in for their succour, Isa. lix. 16, 17; and
ending none engaging himself for their relief, by the destruction of their adversaries, himself
undertakesit. Now, this vengeance he accomplishes two ways.—

[1.] Temporally, upon persons, kingdoms, nations, and countries; (a type whereof you have,
Isa. Ixiii. 1-6); as he did it upon the old Roman world, Rev. vi. 15, 16. And this also he does two
ways.—

1st. By calling out here and there an eminent opposer, and making him an example to all the
world. So he dealt with Pharaoh: “For this cause have | raised thee up,” Exod. ix. 16. So he does
to this day; he lays his hand upon eminent adversaries, — fills one with fury, another with folly,
blasts a third, and makes another wither, or destroys them utterly and terribly. As aprovoked lion,
he lies not down without his prey.

2dly. In general, in the vias of his wrath which he will in these latter days pour out upon the
antichristian world, and all that partake with them in their thoughts of vengeance and persecution.
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Hewill miserably destroy them, and make such work with them in the issue, that whosoever hears,
both his ears shall tingle.

[2.] In eternal vengeance will he plead with the adversaries of his beloved, Matt. xxv. 41-46;
2 Thess. i. 6; Jude 15. It is hence evident that Christ abounds in pity and compassion towards his
beloved. Instances might be multiplied, but these things are obvious, and occur to the thoughts of
all.

In answer to this, | place in the saints chastity unto Christ, in every state and condition. That
this might be the state of the church of Corinth, the apostle made it his endeavour. 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3,
“1 have espoused you to one husband, that | may present you asachaste virginto Christ. But | fear,
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that isin Christ.” And soisit said of the followers of the Lamb, on
mount Sion, Rev. xiv. 4, “ These are they which were not defiled with women, for they arevirgins.”
What defilement that was they were free from, shall be afterward declared.

Now, there are three things wherein this chastity consists.—

1. The not taking any thing into their affections and esteem for those ends and purposes for
which they have received Jesus Christ. Here the Galatiansfailed in their conjugal affectionto Christ;
they preserved not themselves chaste to him. They had received Christ for life, and justification,
and him only; but being after awhile overcome with charms, or bewitched, they took into the same
place with him the righteousness of the law. How Paul deals with them hereupon is known. How
sorely, how pathetically does he admonish them, how severely reprove them, how clearly convince
them of their madness and folly! This, then, isthe first chaste affection believers bear in their heart
to Christ:— having received him for their righteousness and salvation before God, for the fountain,
spring, and well-head of all their supplies, they will not now receive any other thing into his room
and in his stead. Asto instance, in one particular:— We receive him for ours acceptance with God.
All that here can stand in competition with him for our affections, must be our own endeavoursfor
a righteousness to commend us to God. Now, this must be either before we receive him, or after.
[Ag] for all duties and endeavours, of what sort soever, for the pleasing of God before our receiving
of Christ, you know what was the apostle’ s frame, Phil. iii. 8-10. All endeavours, all advantages,
all privileges, he rejects with indignation, as loss, — with abomination, as dung; and winds up all
his aims and desires in Christ alone and his righteousness, for those ends and purposes. But the
workswe do after we have received Christ are of another consideration. Indeed, they are acceptable
to God,; it pleaseth him that we should walk in them. But asto that end for which we receive Christ,
they are of no other account than the former, Eph. ii. 8-10. Even the works we do after believing,
— those which we are created unto in Christ Jesus, those that God has ordained that believers
“should walk in them,” — asto justification and acceptance with God, (here called salvation), are
excluded. It will one day appear that Christ abhors the manglings of men about the place of their
own works and obedience, in the business of their acceptation with God; nor will the saints find
any peacein adulterousthoughts of that kind. The chastity we owe unto him requires another frame.
The necessity, usefulness, and excellency of gospel obedience shall be afterward declared. It is
marvellous to see how hard it is to keep some professors to any faithfulness with Christ in this
thing; — how many disputes have been managed, how many distinctionsinvented, how many shifts
and evasions studied, to keep up something, in some place or other, to some purpose or other, that
they may dally withal. Those that love him indeed are otherwise minded.
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Herein, then, of al things, do the saints endeavour to keep their affections chaste and loyal to
Jesus Christ. He is made unto them of God “righteousness;” and they will own nothing else to that
purpose: yea, sometimes they know not whether they have any interest in him or no, — he absents
and withdraws himself; they till continue solitary, in astate of widowhood, refusing to be comforted,
though many things offer themselves to that purpose, because he isnot. When Christ isat any time
absent from the soul, when it cannot seethat it hasany interest in him, many lovers offer themselves
toit, many woo its affections, to get it to rest on this or that thing for relief and succour; but though
it go mourning never so long, it will have nothing but Christ to lean upon. Whenever the soul isin
the wilderness, in the saddest condition, there it will stay until Christ come for to take it up, until
it can come forth leaning upon him, Cant. viii. 5. The many instances of this that the book of
Canticles affords us, we have in part spoken of before.

This does he who has communion with Christ:— he watcheth diligently over his own heart,
that nothing creep into its affections, to give it any peace or establishment before God, but Christ
only. Whenever that question is to be answered, “Wherewith shall I come before the Lorp, and
appear before the high God?’ he does not gather up, “This or that | will do;” or, “Here and there |
will watch, and amend my ways;” but instantly he cries, “In the Lord Jesus have | righteousness,
All my desireis, to be found in him, not having on my own righteousness.”

2. In cherishing that Spirit, that holy Comforter, which Christ sends to us, to abide with usin
his room and stead. He tells us that he sends him to that purpose, John xvi. 7. He gives him to us,
“vicariam navare operam,” saith Tertullian, — to abide with us for ever, for all those ends and
purposes which he hasto fulfil toward us and upon us; he gives him to dwell in us, to keep us, and
preserve us blameless for himself. His name is in him, and with him: and it is upon this account
that whatever is done to any of Christ’sis done to him, because it is done to them in whom heis
and dwells by his Spirit. Now, herein do the saints preservetheir conjugal affectionsentireto Christ,
that they labour by all means not to grieve his Holy Spirit, which he has sent in his stead to abide
with them. This the apostle puts them in mind of, Eph. iv. 30, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit.”

There be two main ends for which Christ sends his Spirit to believers— (1.) For their
sanctification; (2.) For their consolation: to which two all the particular acts of purging, teaching,
anointing, and the rest that are ascribed to him, may be referred. So there be two ways whereby we
may grieve him:— [1]. In respect of sanctification; [2.] In respect of consolation:—

(1.) Inrespect of sanctification. He is the Spirit of holiness, — holy in himself, and the author
of holinessin us: he works it in us, Tit. iii. 5, and he persuades us to it, by those motions of his
which are not to be quenched. Now, this, in the first place, grieves the Spirit, when heis carrying
oninusand for us awork so infinitely for our advantage, and without which we cannot see God,
that we should run crossto him, in ways of unholiness, pollution, and defilement. So the connection
of the wordsin the place before mentioned manifests, Eph. iv. 28-31; and thence does Paul bottom
his powerful and most effectual persuasion unto holiness, even from the abode and indwelling of
thisHoly Spirit with us, 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. Indeed, what can grieve aloving and tender friend more
than to oppose him and slight him when he ismost intent about our good, — and that a good of the
greatest consequence to us. In this, then, believers make it their business to keep their hearts loyal
and their affections chaste to Jesus Christ. They labour instantly not to grieve the Holy Spirit by
loose and foolish, by careless and negligent walking, which he has sent to dwell and abide with
them. Therefore shall no anger, wrath, malice, envy, dwell intheir hearts; becausethey are contrary
to the holy, meek Spirit of Christ, which he has given to dwell with them. They attend to hismotions,
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make use of his assistance, improve his gifts, and nothing lies more upon their spirits, than that
they may walk worthy of the presence of this holy substitute of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(2.) Asto consolation. Thisisthe second great end for which Christ gives and sends his Spirit
to us; who from thence, by the way of eminency, is called “The Comforter.” To this end he sedls
us, anoints us, establishes us, and gives us peace and joy. Of all which | shall afterward speak at
large. Now, there be two ways whereby he may be grieved as to this end of his mission, and our
chastity to Jesus Christ thereby violated:—

[1.] By placing our comforts and joysin other things, and not being filled with joy in the Holy
Ghost. When we make creatures or creature comforts — any thing whatever but what we receive
by the Spirit of Christ — to be our joy and our delight, we are false with Christ. So was it with
Demas, who loved the present world. When the ways of the Spirit of God are grievous and
burdensome to us, — when we say, “When will the Sabbath be past, that we may exact al our
labours?” — when our delight and refreshment liesin earthly things, — we are unsuitable to Christ.
May not his Spirit say, “Why do | still abide with these poor souls?1 provide them joys unspeakable
and glorious; but they refuse them, for perishing things. | provide them spiritual, eternal, abiding
consolations, and it is all rejected for a thing of nought.” This Christ cannot bear; wherefore,
believers are exceeding careful in this, not to place their joy and consolation in any thing but what
is administered by the Spirit. Their daily work is, to get their hearts crucified to the world and the
things of it, and the world to their hearts; that they may not have living affections to dying things.
they would fain look on the world as a crucified, dead thing, that has neither form nor beauty; and
if at any times they have been entangled with creatures and inferior contentment, and have lost
their better joys, they cry out to Christ, “ O restore to us the joys of thy Spirit!”

[2.] He is grieved when, through darkness and unbelief, we will not, do not, receive those
consolations which he tenders to us, and which he is abundantly willing that we should receive.
But of this | shall have occasion to speak afterward, in handling our communion with the Holy
Ghost.

3. In[keeping] thisinstitutions, or matter and manner of hisworship. Christ marrying hischurch
to himself, taking it to that relation, still expresseth the main of their chaste and choice affections
to him to lie in their keeping his institutions and his worship according to his appointment. The
breach of this he calls “adultery” everywhere, and “whoredom.” He is a “jealous God;” and he
gives himself that title only in respect of hisinstitutions. And the whole apostasy of the Christian
church unto false worship is called “fornication;” and the church that leads the others to false
worship, the “mother of harlots.” On this account, those believerswho really attend to communion
with Jesus Christ, do labour to keep their hearts chaste to him in his ordinances, institutions, and
worship; and that two ways.—

(1.) They will receive nothing, practice nothing, own nothing his worship, but what is of his
appointment. They know that from the foundation of the world he never did alow, nor ever will,
that in any thing the will of the creatures should be the measure of his honour or the principle of
hisworship, either asto matter or manner. It was awitty and true sense that one gave of the second
commandment: “Non image, non simulachrum prohibetur; set non facies tibi;” — it is amaking
to ourselves, an inventing, afinding out, ways of worship, or means of honouring God, not by him
appointed, that is so severely forbidden. Believers know what entertainment all will worship finds
with God: “Who has required these thingsat your hand?’ and, “1n vain do you worship me, teaching
for doctrines the traditions of men,” — his the best it meets with. | shall take leave to say what is
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upon my heart, and what (the Lord assisting) | shall willingly endeavour to make good against all
the world, — namely, that that principle, that the church has power to institute and appoint any
thing or ceremony belonging to the worship of God, either as to matter or to manner, beyond the
orderly observance of such circumstances as necessarily attend such ordinances as Christ himself
has instituted, lies at the bottom of all the horrible superstition and idolatry, of all the confusion,
blood, persecution, and wars, that have for so long a season spread themselves over the face of the
Christian world; and that it is the design of a great part of the Revelation to make a discovery of
thistruth. And | doubt not but that the great controversy which God has had with this nation for so
many years, and which he has pursued with so much anger and indignation, was upon this account:—
that, contrary to that glorious light of the gospel which shone among us, the wills and fancies of
men, under the name of order, decency, and the authority of the church (a chimerathat none knew
what it was, nor wherein the power of it did consist, nor in whom reside), were imposed on men
in the ways and worship of God. Neither was al that pretence of glory, beauty, comeliness, and
conformity, that then was pleaded, any thing more or less than what God does so describe in the
church of Israel, Ezek. xvi. 25, and forwards. Hence was the Spirit of God in prayer derided; hence
was the powerful preaching of the gospel despised; hence was the Sabbath decried; hence was
holiness stigmatised and persecuted; — to what end? That Jesus Christ might be deposed from the
sole privilege and power of law-making in his church; that the true husband might be thrust aside,
and adulterers of his spouse embraced; that taskmasters might be appointed in and over his house,
which he never gaveto hischurch, Eph. iv. 11; that aceremonious, pompous, outward show worship,
drawn from Pagan, Judaical, and Antichristian observations, might be introduced; — of all which
thereisnot oneword, little, or iota, in the whole book of God. This, then, they who hold communion
with Christ are careful of:— they will admit of nothing, practice nothing, in the worship of God,
private or public, but what they have hiswarrant for; unlessit comesin his name, with “ Thus saith
the Lord Jesus,” they will not hear an angel from heaven.” They know the apostlesthemselveswere
to teach the saints only what Christ commanded them, Matt. xxviii. 20. Y ou know how many in
this very nation, in the days not long since past, yea, how many thousands, left their native soil,
and went into a vast and howling wilderness in the utmost parts of the world, to keep their souls
undefiled and chaste to their dear Lord Jesus, asto this of hisworship and institutions.

(2.) They readily embrace, receive, and practice every thing that the Lord Christ has appoi nted.
They inquirediligently into hismind and will, that they may know it. They go to him for directions,
and beg of him to lead them in the way they have not known. The 119th Psalm may he a pattern
for this. How does the good, holy soul breathe after instruction in the ways and ordinances, the
statutes and judgements, of God! This, | say, they aretender in: whatever isof Christ, they willingly
submit unto, accept of, and give up themselves to the constant practice thereof; whatever comes
on any other account they refuse.

V. Christ manifests and evidences his love to his saints in a way of bounty, — in that rich,
plentiful provision he makes for them. It has “pleased the Father that in him should al fulness
dwell,” Col. i. 19; and that for this end, that “of his fulness we might all receive, and grace for
grace,” Johni. 16. | shal not insist upon the particulars of that provision which Christ makes for
his saints, with all those influences of the Spirit of life and grace that daily they receive from him,
— that bread that he givesthem to the full, the refreshment they have from him; | shall only observe
this, that the Scripture affirms him to do all things for them in an abundant manner, or to do it
richly, inaway of bounty. Whatever he gives us, — his grace to assist us, his presence to comfort
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us, — he doesit abundantly. Y ou have the general assertion of it, Rom. v. 20, “Where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound.” If grace abound much more in comparison of sin, it is abundant
grace indeed; aswill easily be granted by any that shall consider how flirt has abounded, and does,
in every soul. Hence he is said to be able, and we are bid to expect that he should do for us
“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,” Eph. iii. 20. Isit pardoning mercy wereceive
of him?why, he does “abundantly pardon,” Isa. lo. 7; he will multiply or add to pardon, — he will
add pardon to pardon, that grace and mercy shall abound above al our sinsand iniquities. Isit the
Spirit he gives us? he sheds him upon us richly or “abundantly,” Tit. iii. 6; not only bidding us
drink of the water of life freely, but also bestowing him in such a plentiful measure, that rivers of
water shall flow from them that receive him, John vii. 38, 39, — that they shall never thirst any
more when have drank of him. Is it grace that we receive of him? he gives that also in a way of
bounty; we receive “abundance of grace,” Rom. v. 17; he “abounds toward us in all wisdom and
prudence,” Eph. i. 8. Hence is that invitation, Cant. v. 1. If in any things, then, we are straitened,
it isin ourselves; Christ deals bountifully with us Indeed, the great sin of believersis, that they
make not use of Christ’s bounty as they ought to do; that we do not every day take of him mercy
in abundance. The oil never ceaseth till the vessels cease; supplies from Christ fail not but only
when our faith failsin receiving them.

Then our return to Christ isin away of duty. Unto this two things are required:—

1. That we follow after and practice holiness in the power of it, as it is obedience unto Jesus
Christ. Under thisformality, as obedienceto him, all gospel obedienceiscalled, “whatsoever Christ
commands us,” Matt. xxviii. 20; and saith he, John xv. 14, “Yeare my friends, if ye do whatsoever
| command you;” and it isrequired of usthat we live to him who died for us, 2 Cor. v. 15, — live
to him in al holy obedience, — live to him as our Lord and King. Not that | suppose there are
peculiar precepts and apeculiar law of Jesus Christ, in the observance whereof we are justified, as
the Socinians fancy; for surely the gospel requires of us no more, but “to love the Lord our God
with al our hearts, and all our souls,” which the law aso required; — but that, the Lord Jesus
having brought usinto a condition of acceptance with God, wherein our obedienceiswell-pleasing
to him, and we being to honour him as we honour the Father, that we have a respect and peculiar
regard to him in all our obedience. So Tit. ii. 14, he has purchased us unto himself. And thus
believers do in their obedience; they eye Jesus Christ, —

(1.) Asthe author of their faith and obedience, for whose sake it is “given to them to believe,”
Phil. i. 29; and who by his Spirit works that obedience in them. So the apostle, Heb. xii. 1, 2; in
the course of our obedience we still 1ook to Jesus, “the author of our faith.” Faith is here both the
grace of faith, and the fruit of it in obedience.

(2.) Ashimin, for, and by whom we have acceptance with God in our obedience. They know
all their duties are weak, imperfect, not able to abide the presence of God; and therefore they ook
to Christ as him who bears the iniquity of their holy things, who adds incense to their prayers,
gathers out all the weeds of their duties, and makes them acceptable to God.

(3.) As one that has renewed the commands of God unto them, with mighty obligations unto
obedience. So the apostle, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, “Thelove of Christ constraineth us;” of which afterward.

(4.) They consider him as God, equal with his Father, to whom all honour and obedience is
due. So Rev. v. 13. But these things | have, not long since, opened in another treatise, dealing about
theworship of Christ asmediator. This, then, the saintsdo in all their obedience; they have aspecial
regard to their dear Lord Jesus. He is, on al these accounts, and innumerable others, continually

102


http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Rom.5.xml#Rom.5.20
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Eph.3.xml#Eph.3.20
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Titus.3.xml#Titus.3.6
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.7.xml#John.7.38
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Rom.5.xml#Rom.5.17
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Eph.1.xml#Eph.1.8
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Song.5.xml#Song.5.1
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Matt.28.xml#Matt.28.20
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.15.xml#John.15.14
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.iiCor.5.xml#iiCor.5.15
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Titus.2.xml#Titus.2.14
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Phil.1.xml#Phil.1.29
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Heb.12.xml#Heb.12.1
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.iiCor.5.xml#iiCor.5.14
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Rev.5.xml#Rev.5.13

Of Communion with God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost John Owen

in their thoughts. His love to them, his life for them, his death for them, — all his kindness and
mercy constrains them to live to him.

2. By labouring to abound in fruits of holiness. As he deals with us in away of bounty, and
deals out unto us abundantly, so he requires that we abound in all grateful, obediential returns to
him. So we are exhorted to “be always abounding in the work of the Lord,” 1 Cor. xv. 58. Thisis
that | intend:— the saints are not satisfied with that measure that at any time they have attained,
but are still pressing, that they may be more dutiful, more fruitful to Christ.

And thisisalittle glimpse of some of that communion which we enjoy with Christ. It isbut a
little, from him who has the least experience of it of all the saints of God; who yet has found that
in it which is better than ten thousand worlds; who desires to spend the residue of the few and evil
days of hispilgrimagein pursuit hereof, — in the contemplation of the excellencies, desirableness,
love, and grace of our dear Lord Jesus, and in making returns of obedience according to hiswill:
to whose soul, in the midst of the perplexities of this wretched world, and cursed rebellions of his
own heart, thisis the great relief, that “He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” “The
Spirit and the bride say, Come; and let him that readeth say, Come. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Chapter 6.

Of communion with Christ in purchased grace — Purchased grace considered in respect of itsrise
and fountain — The first rise of it, in the obedience of Christ — Obedience properly ascribed to
Christ — Two ways considered: what it was, and wherein it did consist — Of his obedience to the
law in general — Of the law of the Mediator — His habitual righteousness, how necessary; as aso
his obedience to the law of the Mediator — Of his actual obedience or active righteousness— All
Christ’s obedience performed as he was Mediator — His active obedience for us — This proved
a large, Gal. iv. 4, 5; Rom. v. 19; Phil. iii. 10; Zech. iii. 3-5 — One objection removed —
Considerations of Christ’s active righteousness closed — Of the death of Christ, and itsinfluence
into our acceptation with God — A price; redemption, what it is— A sacrifice; atonement made
thereby — A punishment; satisfaction thereby — Theintercession of Christ; withitsinfluenceinto
our acceptation with God.

Our process is now to communion with Christ in purchased grace, as it was before proposed:
“That we may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
and be made conformable to his death,” Phil iii. 10.

By purchased grace, | understand all that righteousness and grace which Christ has procured,
or wrought out for us, or does by any means make us partakers of, or bestows on usfor our benefit,
by any thing that he has done or suffered, or by any thing he continueth to do as mediator:— First,
What this purchased grace is, and wherein it does consist; Secondly, How we hold communion
with Christ therein; are the things that now come under consideration.

The First may be considered two ways.— 1. In respect of the rise and fountain of it; 2. Of its
nature, or wherein it consisteth.

1. It hasathreefold rise, spring, or causality in Christ:— (1.) The obedience of hislife. (2.) The
suffering of hisdeath. (3.) His continued intercession. All the actions of Christ as mediator, leading
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to the communication of grace unto us, may be either referred to these heads, or to some things
that are subservient to them or consequent of them.

2. For the nature of this grace wherein we have communion with Christ, flowing from these
heads and fountains, it may be referred to these three:— (1.) Grace of justification, or acceptation
with God; which makes arelative changein us, asto state and condition. (2.) Grace of sanctification,
or holiness before God; which makes areal changein us, asto principle and operation. (3.) Grace
of privilege; which is mixed, as we shall show, if | go forth to the handling thereof.

Now, that we have communion with Christ in this purchased grace, is evident on this single
consideration, — that there is almost nothing that Christ has done, which is a spring of that grace
whereof we speak, but we are said to do it with him. We are “crucified” with him, Gal. ii. 20; we
are “dead” with him, 2 Tim. ii. 11; Col. iii. 3; and “buried” with him, Rom. vi. 4; Coal. ii. 12; we
are “quickened together with him,” Col. ii. 13; “risen” with him, Cal. iii. 1. “He has quickened us
together with Christ, and has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places,”
Eph. ii. 5, 6. In the acting of Chrigt, there is, by virtue of the compact between him as mediator,
and the Father, such an assured foundation laid of the communication of the fruits of those acting
unto those in whose stead he performed them, that they are said, in the participation of those fruits,
to have done the same things with him. The life and power of which truth we may have occasion
hereafter to inquire into:—

(1.) Thefirst fountain and spring of this grace, wherein we have our communion with Christ,
isfirst to be considered; and that is the obedience of hislife: concerning which it must be declared,
— [1.] What it isthat isintended thereby, and wherein it consisteth. [2.] What influence it hasinto
the grace whereof we speak.

To the handling of this | shall only premise this observation, — namely, that in the order of
procurement, the life of Christ (aswas necessary) precedeth his death; and therefore we shall handle
it in the first place: but in the order of application, the benefits of his death are bestowed on us
antecedently, in the nature of the things themselves, unto those of hislife; aswill appeal; and that
necessarily, from the state and condition wherein we are.

[1.] By the obedience of the life of Christ, | intend the universal conformity of the Lord Jesus
Christ, as he was or is, in his being mediator, to the whole will of God; and his complete actual
fulfilling of the whole of every law of God, or doing of al that God in them required. He might
have been perfectly holy by obedience to the law of creation, the moral law, as the angels were;
neither could any more, as a man walking with God, be required of him: but he submitted himself
also to every law or ordinance that was introduced upon the occasion of sin, which, on his own
account, he could not be subject to, it becoming him to “fulfil all righteousness,” Matt. iii. 15, as
he spake in reference to a newly-instituted ceremony.

That obedienceis properly ascribed unto Jesus Christ as mediator, the Scriptureiswitness, both
as to name and thing Heb. v. 8, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience,” etc.; yea, he
was obedient in his sufferings, and it was that which gave life to his death, Phil. ii. 8. He was
obedient to death: for therein “he did make his soul an offering for sin,” Isa. liii. 10; or, “his soul
made an offering for sin,” asit isinterpreted, verse 12, “he poured out his soul to death,” or, “his
soul poured out itself unto death.” And he not only sanctified himself to be an offering, John xvii.
10, but he also “offered up himself,” Heb. ix. 14, an “offering of a sweet savour to God,” Eph. v.
2. Hence, asto the whole of hiswork, heis called the Father’s “servant,” Isa. xlii. 1, and verse 19:
and he professes of himself that he “came into the world to do the will of God, the will of him that
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sent him;” for which he manifests* hisgreat readiness,” Heb. x. 7; — all which evince his obedience.
But | suppose | need not insist on the proof of this, that Christ, in the work of mediation, and as
mediator, was obedient, and did what he did willingly and cheerfully, in obedience to God.

Now, this obedience of Christ may be considered two ways.— 1st. Asto the habitual root and
fountain of it. 2dly. Asto the actual parts or duties of it:—

1st. The habitual righteousness of Christ as mediator in his human nature, was the absolute,
complete, exact conformity of the soul of Christ to the will, mind, or law of God; or his perfect
habitually inherent righteousness. This he had necessarily from the grace of union; from whence
it isthat that which was born of the virgin was a“holy thing,” Lukei. 35. It was, | say, necessary
consequentially, that it should be so; though the effecting of it were by the free operations of the
Spirit, Lukeii. 52. He had an all-fulness of grace on all accounts. This the apostle describes, Heb.
vii. 26, “Such an high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” Every
way separate and distant from sin and sinners he wasto be; whence heiscalled “ The Lamb of God,
without spot or blemish,” 1 Pet. i. 19. This habitual holiness of Christ was inconceivably above
that of the angels. He who chargeth his angels with folly,” Job iv. 18; “who putteth no trust in his
saints; and in whose sight the heavens” (or their inhabitants) “are not clean,” chap. xv. 15; always
embraceth him in his bosom, and is always well pleased with him, Matt. iii. 17. And the reason of
thisis, because every other creature, though never so holy, has the Spirit of God by measure; but
he was not given to Christ “by measure,” John iii. 34; and that because it pleased him that in him
“should al fulness dwell,” Col. i. 19. This habitual grace of Christ, though not absolutely infinite,
yet, in respect of any other creature, it is as the water of the seato the water of apond or pool. All
other creatures are depressed from perfection by this, — that they subsist in a created, dependent
being; and so have the fountain of what is communicated to them without them. But the human
nature of Christ subsistsin the person of the Son of God; and so has the bottom and fountain of its
holiness in the strictest unity with itself.

2dly. The actual obedience of Christ, as was said, was his willing, cheerful, obediential
performance of every thing, duty, or command, that God, by virtue of any law whereto we were
subject and obnoxious, did require; and [his obedience], moreover, to the peculiar law of the
mediator. Hereof, then, are two parts.—

(1st.) That whatever was required of us by virtue of any law, — that he did and fulfilled.
Whatever was required of us by the law of nature, in our state of innocence; whatever kind of duty
was added by morally positive or ceremonial institutions; whatever is required of usin way of
obedienceto righteous judicial laws, — hedid it all. Hence heis said to be “made under the law,”
Gal. iv. 4; subject or obnoxiousto it, to all the precepts or commands of it. So, Matt. iii. 15, he said
it became him to “fulfil al righteousness,” — ndocav dikatocvvnv, — al manner of righteousness
whatever; that is, everything that God required, asis evident from the application of that general
axiom to the baptism of John. | shall not need, for this, to go to particular instances, in the duties
of the law of nature, — to God and his parents; of morally positive [duties], in the Sabbath, and
other acts of worship; of the ceremonial law, in circumcision, and observation of all therites of the
Judaical church; of the judicial, in paying tribute to governors;, — it will suffice, | presume, that
on the one hand he “did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;” and on the other, that he
“fulfilled all righteousness:” and thereupon the Father was awayswell pleased with him. Thiswas
that which he owned of himself, that he came to do the will of God; and he did it.
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(2dly.) Therewasapeculiar law of the Mediator, which respected himself merely, and contained
all those acts and duties of hiswhich are not for our imitation. So that obedience which he showed
indying was peculiarly to thislaw, John x. 18, “1 have power to lay down my life: thiscommandment
have | received of my Father.” As mediator, he received this peculiar command of his Father, that
he should lay down his life, and take it again; and he was obedient thereunto. Hence we say, he
who ismediator did some things merely asaman, subject to thelaw of God in general; so he prayed
for his persecutors, — those that put him to death, Luke xxiii. 34; — some things as mediator; so
he prayed for his elect only, John xvii. 9. There were not worse in the world, really and evidently,
than many of them that crucified him; yet, asaman, subject to thelaw, heforgave them, and prayed
for them. When he prayed as mediator, his Father always heard him and answered him, John xi.
41; and in the other prayers he was accepted as one exactly performing his duty.

This, then, isthe obedience of Christ; which was the first thing proposed to be considered. The
nextis, —

[2.] That it has an influence into the grace of which we speak, wherein we hold communion
with him, — namely, our free acceptation with God; what that influenceis, must also follow inits
order.

1st. For his habitual righteousness, | shall only propose it under these two considerations.—

(1st.) That upon this supposition, that it was needful that we should have a mediator that was
God and man in one person, asit could not otherwise be, so it must needs be that he must be holy.
For athough there be but one primary necessary effect of the hypostatical union (which is the
subsistence of the human nature in the person of the Son of God), yet that he that was so united to
him should be a“holy thing,” completely holy, was necessary aso, — of which before.

(2dly.) That the relation which this righteousness of Christ has to the grace we receive from
him is only this, — that thereby he was ikavdg — fit to do all that he had to do for us. Thisisthe
intendment of the apostle, Heb. vii. 26. Such aone “became us;” it was needful he should be such
aone, that he might do what he had to do. And the reasons hereof are two:—

[1st.] Had he not been completely furnished with habitual grace, he could never have actually
fulfilled the righteousness which was required at his hands. It was therein that he was able to do
all that he did. So himself lays down the presence of the Spirit with him asthe bottom and foundation
of hisgoing forth to hiswork, Isa. Ixi. 1.

[2dly.] He could not have been acomplete and perfect sacrifice, nor have answered all thetypes
and figures of him, that were complete and without blemish. But now, Christ having this habitual
righteousness, if he had never yielded any continued obedienceto the law actively, but had suffered
as soon after his incarnation as Adam sinned after his creation, he had been a fit sacrifice and
offering; and therefore, doubtless, his following obedience has another use besides to fit him for
an oblation, for which he was most fit without it.

2dly. For Christ’ s obedience to the law of mediation, wherein it isnot coincident with his passive
obedience, as they speak (for | know that expression isimproper); it was that which was requisite
for the discharging of his office, and is not imputed unto us, as though we had done it, though the
anoteAéopata and fruits of it are; but is of the nature of hisintercession, whereby he provides the
good things we stand in need of, at least subserviently to his oblation and intercession; — of which
more afterward.

3dly. About his actual fulfilling of the law, or doing all things that of us are required, thereis
some doubt and question; and about it there are three several opinions.—
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(1st.) That this active obedience of Christ has no farther influence into our justification and
acceptation with God, but as it was preparatory to his blood-shedding and oblation; which is the
sole cause of our justification, the whole righteousness which isimputed to us arising from thence.

(2dly.) That it may be considered two ways.— [1st.] Asit ispurely obedience; and so it has no
other state but that before mentioned. [2dly.] As it was accomplished with suffering, and joined
with it, as it was part of his humiliation, so it isimputed to us, or is part of that upon the account
whereof we are justified.

(3dly.) That this obedience of Christ, being donefor us, isreckoned graciously of God unto us,
and upon the account thereof are we accepted as righteous before him. My intendment is not to
handle this difference in the way of a controversy, but to give such an understanding of the whole
as may speedily be reduced to the practice of godliness and consolation; and this | shall do in the
ensuing observations.—

[1st.] That the obedience that Christ yielded to the law in general, is not only to the peculiar
law of the mediator, though he yielded it as mediator. He was incarnate as mediator, Heb. ii. 14;
Gal. iv. 4; and all he afterward did, it was as our mediator. For that cause “came he into the world,”
and did and suffered whatever he did or suffered in thisworld. So that of thisexpression, asmediator,
there is atwofold sense: for it may be taken strictly, as relating solely to the law of the mediator,
and so Christ may be said to do as mediator only what he did in obedience to that law; but in the
sense now insisted on, whatever Christ did as a man subject to any law, he did it as mediator,
because he did it as part of the duty incumbent on him who undertook so to be.

[2dly.] That whatever Christ did as mediator, he did it for them whose mediator he was, or in
whose stead and for whose good he executed the office of a mediator before God. This the holy
Ghost witnesseth, Rom. viii. 3, 4, “What the law could not do, in that it was wreak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us;” because that we could not in that
condition of weaknesswhereinto we are cast by sin, cometo God, and be freed from condemnation
by the law, God sent Christ as a mediator, to do and suffer whatever the law required at our hands
for that end and purpose, that we might not be condemned, but accepted of God. It was all to this
end, — “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us;” that is, which the law required
of us, consisting in duties of obedience. This Christ performed for us. Thisexpression of the apostle,
“God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh;”
if youwill add toit, that of Gal. iv. 4, that he was so sent forth asthat he was 0o vouov yevouevog,
made under the law,” (that is, obnoxious to it, to yield all the obedience that it does require),
comprises the whole of what Christ did or suffered; and all this, the Holy Ghost tells us, was for
us, verse 4.

[3dly.] That the end of this active obedience of Christ cannot be assigned to be, that he might
be fitted for his death and oblation. For be answered all types, and was every way ikavdc (fit to be
made an offering for sin), by hisunion and habitual grace. Sothat if the obedience Christ performed
be not reckoned to us, and done upon our account, there is no just cause to be assigned why he
should live here in the world so long as he did, in perfect obedience to all the laws of God. Had he
died before, there had been perfect innocence, and perfect holiness, by his habitual grace, and
infinite virtue and worth from the dignity of his person; and surely he yielded not that long course
of all manner of obedience, but for some great and special purpose in reference to our salvation.
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[4thly.] That had not the obedience of Christ been for us (in what sense we shall see instantly),
it might in hislife have been required of him to yield obedience to the law of nature, the alone law
which he could be liable to as aman; for an innocent man in a covenant of works, as he was, needs
no other law, nor did God ever give any other law to any such person (the law of creationisall that
an innocent creature is liable to, with what symbols of that law God is pleased to add). And yet to
this law also was his subjection voluntary; and that not only consequentially, because he was born
upon his own choice, not by any natural course, but also because as mediator, God and man, he
was not by the ingtitution of that law obliged unto it; being, asit were, exempted and lifted above
that law by the hypostatical union: yet, when | say his subjection hereunto was voluntary, | do not
intend that it was merely arbitrary and at choice whether he would yield obedience unto it or no,
— but on supposition of his undertaking to be a mediator, it was necessary it should be so, — but
that he voluntarily and willingly submitted unto, and so became really subject to the commands of
it. But now, moreover, Jesus Christ yielded perfect obedience to all those laws which came upon
us by the occasion of sin, as the ceremonial law; yea, those very institutions that signified the
washing away of sin, and repentance from sin, as the baptism of John, which he had no need of
himself. This, therefore, must needs be for us.

[5thly.] That the obedience of Christ cannot be reckoned amongst his sufferings, but is clearly
distinct from it, as to all formalities. Doing is one thing, suffering another; they are in diverse
predicaments, and cannot be coincident.

See, then, briefly what we have obtained by those considerations; and then | shall intimate what
is the stream issuing from this first spring or fountain of purchased grace, with what influence it
has thereinto:—

First, By the obedience of thelife of Christ you see what isintended, — hiswilling submission
unto, and perfect, complete fulfilling of, every law of God, that any of the saints of God were
obliged unto. It istrue, every act almost of Christ’s obedience, from the blood of his circumcision
to the blood of his cross, was attended with suffering, so that his whole life might, in that regard,
be called adeath; but yet, looking upon hiswillingness and obedienceinit, it is distinguished from
his sufferings peculiarly so called, and termed hiss active righteousness. Thisis, then, | say, aswas
showed, that complete, absolutely perfect accomplishment of the whole law of God by Christ, our
mediator; whereby he not only “did no sin, neither wasthere guilefold in hismouth,” but also most
perfectly fulfilled al righteousness, as he affirmed it became him to do.

Secondly, That this obedience was performed by Christ not for himself, but for us, and in our
stead. It istrue, it must needs be, that whilst he had his conversation in the flesh he must be most
perfectly and absolutely holy; but yet the prime intendment of his accomplishing of holiness, —
which consists in the complete obedience of hiswhole life to any law of God, — that was no less
for usthan his suffering death. That thisis so, the apostletellsus, Gal. iv. 4, 5, “God sent forth his
Son, made of awoman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under thelaw.” This Scripture,
formerly named, must be alittlefarther insisted on. He was both made of awoman, and made under
the law; that is, obedient to it for us. The end here, both of the incarnation and obedience of Christ
to the law (for that must needs be understood here by the phrase Orto véuov yevouevog, — that is,
disposed of in such a condition as that he must yield subjection and obedience to the law), was all
to redeem us. In these two expressions, “Made of awoman, made under the law,” the apostle does
not knit his incarnation and death together, with an exclusion of the obedience of hislife. And he
was so made under the law, as those were under the law whom he was to redeem. Now, we were
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under the law, not only as obnoxious to its penalties, but as bound to all the duties of it. That this
isour being “under thelaw,” the apostleinformsus, Gal. iv. 21, “Tell me, yethat desireto be under
the law.” It was not the penalty of the law they desired to be under, but to be under it in respect of
obedience. Take away, then, the end, and you destroy the means. If Christ were not incarnate nor
made under the law for himself, he did not yield obedience for himself; it was all for us, for our
good. Let us now look forward, and see what influence this has into our acceptation.

Thirdly, Then, | say, this perfect, complete obedience of Christ to the law is reckoned unto us.
Asthereisatruthin that, “ The day thou eatest thou shalt die,” — death is the reward of sin, and
so we cannot be freed from death but by the death of Christ, Heb. ii. 14, 15; so also isthat no less
true, “Do this, and live,” — that life is not to he obtained unless all be done that the law requires.
That is still true, “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments,” Matt. xix. 17. They must,
then, be kept by us, or our surety. Neither isit of any value which by someisobjected, that if Christ
yielded perfect obedience to the law for us, then are we no more bound to yield obedience; for by
hisundergoing death, the penalty of thelaw, wearefreed fromit. | answer, How did Christ undergo
death? Merely as it was penal. How, then, are we delivered from death? Merely asit is penal. Yet
wemust die still; yea, asthelast conflict with the effects of sin, as a passage to our Father, we must
die. Well, then, Christ yielded perfect obedience to the law; but how did he do it? Purely asit stood
in that conditional [arrangement], “Do this, and live.” He did it in the strength of the grace he had
received; hedid it asameans of life, to procurelife by it, as the tenor of a covenant. Are we, then,
freed from this obedience? Y es; but how far? From doing it in our own strength; from doing it for
this end, that we may obtain life everlasting. It is vain that some say confidently, that we must yet
work for life; it isall one asto say we are yet under the old covenant, “Hoc fac, et vives.” we are
not freed from obedience, as away of walking with God, but we are, as away of working to come
to him: of which at large afterward.

Rom. v. 18, 19, “By the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life: by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous,” saith the Holy Ghost. By his
obedienceto the law are we made righteous; it is reckoned to usfor righteousness. That the passive
obedience of Christ is here only intended is false—

Firgt, It is opposed to the disobedience of Adam, which was active. The dikaiwua is opposed
napantpatt, — the righteousness to the fault. The fault was an active transgression of the law,
and the obedience opposed to it must be an active accomplishment of it. Besides, obedience placed
singly, in its own nature, denotes an action or actions conformable to the law; and therein came
Christ, not to destroy but to fulfil the law, Matt. v. 17, — that was the design of his coming, and
so for us; he cameto fulfil thelaw for us, Isa. ix. 6, and [was] born to us, Lukeii. 11. Thisalso was
inthat will of the Father which, out of hisinfinite love, he came to accomplish. Secondly, It cannot
clearly be evinced that thereisany such thing, in propriety of speech, as passive obedience; obeying
is doing, to which passion or suffering cannot belong: 1 know it is commonly called so, when men
obey until they suffer; but properly it is not so.

So also, Phil. iii. 9, “And be found in him, not having my own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” The
righteousness we receiveis opposed to our own obedienceto thelaw; opposed toit, not as something
in another kind, but as something in the same kind excluding that from such an end which the other
obtains. Now this is the obedience of Christ to the law, — himself thereby being “made to us
righteousness,” 1 Cor. i. 30.
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Rom. v. 10, the issue of the death of Christ is placed upon reconciliation; that is, a slaying of
the enmity and restoring us into that condition of peace and friendship wherein Adam was before
his fall. But is there no more to be done? Notwithstanding that there was no wrath due to Adam,
yet he was to obey, if he would enjoy eternal life. Something there is, moreover, to be done in
respect of us, if, after the slaying of the enmity and reconciliation made, we shall enjoy life: “Being
reconciled by his death,” we are saved by that perfect obedience which in hislife heyielded to the
law of God. There is distinct mention made of reconciliation, through a non-imputation of sin, as
Ps. xxxii. 1, Luke i. 77, Rom. iii. 25, 2 Cor. v. 19; and justification through an imputation of
righteousness, Jer. xxiii. 6, Rom. iv. 5, 1 Cor. i. 30; — although these things are so far from being
separated, that they are reciprocally affirmed of one another: which, asit does not evince an identity,
so it does an eminent conjunction. And this last we have by the life of Christ.

Thisisfully expressed in that typical representation of our justification before the Lord, Zech.
iii. 3-5. Two things are there expressed to belong to our free acceptation before God:— 1. The
taking away of the guilt of our sin, our filthy robes; thisis done by the death of Christ. Remission
of sinisthe proper fruit thereof; but there is more also required, even a collation of righteousness,
and thereby a right to life eternal. This is here called “Change of raiment;” so the Holy Ghost
expressesit again, Isa. Ixi. 10, where he callsit plainly “ The garments of salvation,” and “ The robe
of righteousness.” Now thisisonly made ours by the obedience of Christ, asthe other by his death.

Objection. “But if this be so, then are we as righteous as Christ himself, being righteous with
his righteousness.”

Answer. But first, here is agreat difference, — if it were no more than that this righteousness
wasinherent in Christ, and properly hisown, it isonly reckoned or imputed to us, or freely bestowed
on us, and we are made righteous with that which isnot ours. But, secondly, thetruth is, that Christ
was nhot righteous with that righteousness for himself, but for us; so that here can be no comparison:
only this we may say, we are righteous with his righteousness which he wrought for us, and that
completely.

And this, now, is the rise of the purchased grace whereof we speak, the obedience of Chrigt;
and this is the influence of it into our acceptation with God. Whereas the guilt of sin, and our
obnoxiousness to punishment on that account, is removed and taken away (as shall farther be
declared) by the death of Christ; and whereas, besides the taking away of sin, we have need of a
compl ete righteousness, upon the account whereof we may be accepted with God,; this obedience
of Christ, through the free grace of God, isimputed unto us for that end and purpose.

Thisis al | shall for the present insist on to this purpose. That the passive righteousness of
Christ only isimputed to us in the non-imputation of sin, and that on the condition of our faith and
new obedience, so exalting them into the room of the righteousness of Christ, isathing which, in
communion with the Lord Jesus, | have as yet no acquaintance withal. What may be said in the
way of argument on the one side or other must be el sewhere considered.

(2.) The second spring of our communion with Christ in purchased grace, is his death and
oblation. He lived for us, he died for us, hewas oursin all he did, in al he suffered. | shall be the
more brief in handling of this, because on another design | have elsewhere at large treated of all
the concernments of it.

Now, the death of Christ, asit isaspring of that purchased grace wherein we have communion
with him, isin the Scripture proposed under athreefold consideration:— [1.] Of aprice. [2.] Of a
sacrifice. [3.] Of a penalty.
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In the first regard, its proper effect is redemption; in the second, reconciliation or atonement;
in the third, satisfaction; which are the great ingredients of that purchased grace whereby, in the
first place, we have communion with Christ.

[1.] Itisaprice. “We are bought with a price,” 1 Cor. vi. 20; being “not redeemed with silver
and gold, and corruptible things, but with the precious blood of Christ,” 1 Pet. i. 18, 19: which
therein answersthosethingsin other contracts. He cameto “ give hislifearansom for many,” Matt.
xX. 28, — a price of redemption, 1 Tim. ii. 6. The proper use and energy of this expression in the
Scripture, | have elsewhere declared.

Now, the proper effect and issue of the death of Christ as a price or ransom is, as | said,
redemption. Now, redemption is the deliverance of any one from bondage or captivity, and the
miseries attending that condition, by the intervention or interposition of aprice or ransom, paid by
the redeemer to him by whose authority the captive was detained:—

1st. In general, it isadeliverance. Hence Christ iscalled “ The Deliverer,” Rom. xi. 26; giving
himself to “deliver us,” Gal. i. 4. Heis “ Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come,” 1 Thess.
i. 10.

2dly. Itisthe delivery of onefrom bondage or captivity. We are, without him, all prisonersand
captives, “bound in prison,” Isa. Ixi. 1; “sitting in darkness, in the prison house,” Isa. xlii. 7, xlix.
9; “prisonersin the pit wherein there is no water,” Zech. ix. 11; “the captives of the mighty, and
the prey of the terrible,” Isa. xlix. 25; under a“ captivity that must be led captive,” Ps. Ixviii. 18:
this puts usin “bondage,” Heb. ii. 15.

3dly. The person committing thus to prison and into bondage, is God himself. To him we owe
“our debts,” Matt. vi. 12, xviii. 23-27; against him are our offences, Ps. li. 4; he is the judge and
lawgiver, Jamesiv. 12. To sinisto rebel against him. He shuts up men under disobedience, Rom.
xi. 32; and he shall cast both body and soul of theimpenitent into hell-fire, Matt. x. 28. To hiswrath
are men obnoxious, John iii. 36; and lie under it by the sentence of the law, which is their prison.

4thly. The miseries that attend this condition are innumerable. Bondage to Satan, sin, and the
world, comprises the sum of them; from al which we are delivered by the death of Chrigt, as a
price or ransom. “God has delivered us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son; in whom we have redemption through his blood,” Coal. i. 13, 14. And he
“redeemsusfromal iniquity,” Tit. ii. 14; “from our vain conversation,” 1 Pet. i. 18, 19; even from
the guilt and power of our sin; purchasing usto himself “apeculiar people, zealous of good works,”
Titii. 14: so dying for the “redemption of transgressions,” Heb. ix. 15; redeeming us also from the
world, Gal. iv. 5.

5thly. And all thisis by the payment of the price mentioned into the hand of God, by whose
supreme authority we are detained captives, under the sentence of the law. The debt is due to the
great householder, Matt. xviii. 23, 24; and the penalty, his curse and wrath: from which by it we
are delivered, Rev. i. 5.

Thisthe Holy Ghost frequently insistson. Rom. iii. 24, 25, “Being justified freely by his grace,
through the redemption that isin Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins.” so also, 1 Cor. vi. 20; 1
Pet. i. 18; Matt. xx. 28; 1 Tim. ii. 6; Eph.i. 7; Col.i. 13; Gal. iii. 13. And thisisthefirst consideration
of the death of Chrigt, as it has an influence into the procurement of that grace wherein we hold
communion with him.
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[2.] Itwasasacrifice aso. He had abody prepared him, Heb. x. 5; wherein he was to accomplish
what by the typical oblations and burnt-offerings of the law was prefigured. And that body he
offered, Heb. x. 10; — that is, his whole human nature; for “his soul” also was made “an offering
for sin,” Isa. liii. 10: on which account he is said to offer himself, Eph. v. 2; Heb. i. 3, ix. 26. He
gave himself a sacrifice to God of a sweet-smelling savour; and this he did willingly, as became
him who wasto be a sacrifice, — the law of this obedience being written in his heart, Ps. xI. 8; that
is, he had a readiness, willingness, desire for its performance.

Now, the end of sacrifices, such as his was, bloody and for sin, Rom. v. 10; Heb. ii. 17, was
atonement and reconciliation. Thisiseverywhere ascribed to them, that they wereto make atonement;
thatis, inaway suitableto their nature. And thisisthe tendency of the death of Christ, asasacrifice,
atonement, and reconciliation with God. Sin had broken friendship between God and us, Isa. Ixiii.
10; whence hiswrath was on us, John iii. 36; and we are by nature obnoxiousto it, Eph. ii. 3. This
is taken away by the death of Christ, as it was a sacrifice, Dan. ix. 24. “When we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,” Rom. v. 10. And thereby do we “receive the
atonement,” verse 11; for “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not imputing to
them their sins and their iniquities,” 2 Cor. v. 19-21: so aso, Eph. ii. 12-16, and in sundry other
places. And thisisthe second consideration of the death of Christ; which | do but name, having at
large insisted on these things el sewhere.

[3.] It was aso a punishment, — a punishment in our stead. “He was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him,” Isa.
liii. 5. God made all our iniquities (that is, the punishment of them) “to meet upon him,” verse 6.
“He bare the sins of many,” verse 12; “his own self bare our sinsin his own body on the tree,” 1
Pet. ii. 24; and therein he “who knew no sin, was made sin for us,” 2 Cor. v. 21. What it isin the
Scripture to bear sin, see Deut. xix. 15, xx. 17; Numb. xiv. 33; Ezek. xviii. 20. The nature, kind,
matter, and manner of this punishment | have, as| said before, el sewhere discussed.

Now, bearing of punishment tends directly to the giving satisfaction to him who was offended,
and on that account inflicted the punishment. Justice can desire no more than a proportional
punishment, due to the offence. And this, on his own voluntary taking of our persons, undertaking
to be our mediator, was inflicted on our dear Lord Jesus. His substituting himself in our room being
allowed of by the righteous Judge, satisfaction to him does thence properly ensue.

And this is the threefold consideration of the death of Christ, as it is a principa spring and
fountain of that grace wherein we have communion with him; for, as will appear in our process,
the single and most eminent part of purchased grace, is nothing but the natural exurgency of the
threefold effect of the death of Christ, intimated to flow from it on the account of the threefold
consideration insisted on. This, then, isthe second rise of purchased grace, which we are to eye, if
we will hold communion with Christ in it, — his death and blood-shedding, under this threefold
notion of a price, an offering, and punishment. But, —

(3.) Thisisnot al: the Lord Christ goes farther yet; he does not leave us so, but follows on the
work to the utmost. “He died for our sins, and rose again for our justification.” He rose again to
carry on the complete work of purchased grace, — that is, by his intercession; which is the third
rise of it. In respect of this, heissaid to be “able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them,” Heb. vii. 25.

Now, the intercession of Christ, in respect of its influence into purchased grace, is considered
two ways.—
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[1.] As a continuance and carrying on of his oblation, for the making out of all the fruits and
effects thereof unto us. Thisis called his “appearing in the presence of God for us,” Heb. ix. 24;
that is, asthe high priest, having offered the great offering for expiation of sin, carried in the blood
thereof into the most holy place, where was the representation of the presence of God, so to perfect
the atonement he made for himself and the people; so the Lord Christ, having offered himself asa
sweet-smelling sacrifice to God, being sprinkled with his own blood, appears in the presence of
God, as it were to mind him of the engagement made to him, for the redemption of sinnersby his
blood, and the making out the good things to them which were procured thereby. And so this
appearance of his has an influence into purchased grace, inasmuch as thereby he putsin his claim
for it in our behalf.

[2.] He procureth the holy Spirit for us, effectually to collate and bestow all this purchased
grace upon us. That he would do this, and does it, for us, we have his engagement, John xiv. 16.
Thisis purchased grace, in respect of its fountain and spring; — of which | shall not speak farther
at present, seeing | must handle it at large in the matter of the communion we have with the Holy
Ghost.

Chapter 7.

The nature of purchased grace; referred to three heads.— 1. Of our acceptation with God; two parts
of it. 2. Of the grace of sanctification; the several parts of it.

THe fountain of that purchased grace wherein the saints have communion with Christ being
discovered, in the next place the nature of this grace itself may be considered. Aswas said, it may
be referred unto three heads.— 1. Grace of acceptation with God. 2. Grace of sanctification from
God. 3. Grace of privileges with and before God.

1. Of acceptation with God. Out of Christ, we are in a state of aienation from God, accepted
neither in our persons nor our services. Sin makes a separation between God and us.— that state,
with al its consequences and attendancies, [it] is not my business to unfold. The first issue of
purchased grace isto restore usinto a state of acceptation. And thisis done two ways.— (1.) By a
removal of that for which we are refused, — the cause of the enmity. (2.) By a bestowing of that
for which we are accepted.

Not only all causes of quarrel wereto betaken away, that so we should not be under displeasure,
but also that was to be given unto us that makes us the objects of God's delight and pleasure, on
the account of the want whereof we are distanced from God:—

(1) It gives aremoval of that for which we are refused. This is sin in the guilt, and all the
attendancies thereof. The first issue of purchased grace tends to the taking away of sininitsguilt,
that it shall not bind over the soul to the wages of it, which is death.

How this is accomplished and brought about by Christ, was evidenced in the close of the
foregoing chapter. It is the fruit and effect of his death for us. Guilt of sin was the only cause of
our separation and distance from God, as has been said. This made us obnoxious to wrath,
punishment, and the whol e displeasure of God; on the account hereof were we imprisoned under
the curse of the law, and given up to the power of Satan. Thisis the state of our unacceptation. By
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his death, Christ — bearing the curse, undergoing the punishment that was due to us, paying the
ransom that was due for us — delivers us from this condition. And thus far the death of Christ is
the sole cause of our acceptation with God, — that all cause of quarrel and rejection of usisthereby
taken away. And to that end are his sufferings reckoned to us; for, being “made sin for us,” 2 Cor.
v. 21, heis made “righteousness unto us,” 1 Cor. i. 30.

But yet farther; this will not complete our acceptation with God. The old quarrel may be laid
aside, and yet no new friendship begun; we may be not sinners, and yet not be so far righteous as
to have aright to the kingdom of heaven. Adam had no right to life because he was innocent; he
must, moreover, “do this,” and then he shall “live.” He must not only have a negative righteousness,
— he was not guilty of any thing; but also a positive righteousness, — he must do all things.

(2.) This, then, isrequired, in the second place, to our complete acceptation, that we have not
only the not imputation of sin, but also a reckoning of righteousness. Now, this we have in the
obedience of the life of Christ. This also was discovered in the last chapter. The obedience of the
life of Christ wasfor us, isimputed to us, and is our righteousness before God; — by his obedience
are we “made righteous,” Rom. v. 19. On what score the obedience of faith takes place, shall be
afterward declared.

Thesetwo things, then, compl ete our grace of acceptation. Sin being removed, and righteousness
bestowed, we have peace with God, — are continually accepted before him. Thereis not any thing
to charge us withal: that which was, is taken out of the way by Christ, and nailed to his cross, —
made fast there; yea, publicly and legally cancelled, that it can never be admitted again as an
evidence. What court among men would admit of an evidence that has been publicly cancelled,
and nailed up for all to seeit? So has Christ dealt with that which was against us; and not only so,
but also he puts that upon us for which we are received into favour. He makes us comely through
his beauty; gives uswhite raiment to stand beforethe Lord. Thisisthefirst part of purchased grace
wherein the saints have communion with Jesus Christ. In remission of sin and imputation of
righteousness does it consist; from the death of Christ, as a price, sacrifice, and a punishment, —
from the life of Christ spent in obedience to the law, does it arise. The great product it is of the
Father’ s righteousness, wisdom, love, and grace; — the great and astonishable fruit of the love and
condescension of the Son; — the great discovery of the Holy Ghost in the revelation of the mystery
of the gospel.

2. The second is grace of sanctification. He makes us not only accepted, but also acceptable.
He does not only purchase love for his saints, but also makes them lovely. He came not by blood
only, but by water and blood. He does not only justify his saints from the guilt of sin, but also
sanctify and wash them from the filth of sin. The first is from his life and death as a sacrifice of
propitiation; this from his death as a purchase, and hislife as an example. So the apostle, Heb. ix.
14; as also Eph. v. 26, 27. Two things are eminent in this issue of purchased grace— (].) The
removal of defilement; (2.) The bestowing of cleannessin actual grace.

(1.) For thefirgt, it is aso threefold:—

[1.] The habitual cleansing of our nature. We are naturally unclean, defiled, — habitually so;
for “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?’ Job xiv. 4; “That which is born of the flesh
isflesh,” Johniii. 6. Itisin the pollution of our blood that we are born, Ezek. 16, — wholly defiled
and polluted. The grace of sanctification, purchased by the blood of Christ, removesthis defilement
of our nature. 1 Cor. vi. 11, “ Such were some of you; but ye are washed, ye are sanctified.” So also
Tit. iii. 3-5, “He has saved us by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.”
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How far this original, habitual pollution is removed, need not be disputed; it is certain the soul is
made fair and beautiful in the sight of God. Though the sin that does defile remains, yet its habitual
defilement is taken away. But the handling of thisliesnot in my aim.

[2.] Taking away the pollutions of all our actual transgressions. There is a defilement attending
every actual sin. Our own clothes make usto be abhorred, Job ix. 31. A spot, astain, rust, wrinkle,
filth, blood, attends every sin. Now, 1 Johni. 7, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all
sin.” Besidesthe defilement of our natureswhich he purgeth, Tit. iii. 5, he takes away the defilement
of our persons by actual follies. “By one offering he perfected for ever them that are sanctified;”
by himself he “purged our sins,” before he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, Heb.
i. 3.

[3.] In our best duties we have defilement, Isa. Ixiv. 6. Self, unbelief, form, drop themselves
into al that we do. We may be ashamed of our choicest performances. God has promised that the
saints' good works shall follow them. Truly, were they to be measured by the rule as they come
from us, and weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, it might be well for us that they might be
buried for ever: But the Lord Christ first, as our high priest, bears the iniquity, the guilt, and
provocation, which in severe justice does attend them, Exod. xxviii. 38; and not only so, but he
washes away all their filth and defilements. He isas arefiner’ sfire, to purge both the sons of Levi
and their offerings; adding, moreover, sweet incense to them, that they may be accepted. Whatever
is of the Spirit, of himself, of grace, — that remains; whatever is of self, flesh, unbelief (that is,
hay and stubble), — that he consumes, wastes, takes away. So that the saints' good works shall
meet them one day with a changed countenance, that they shall scarce know them: that which
seemed to them to be black, deformed, defiled, shall appear beautiful and glorious; they shall not
be afraid of them, but rejoice to see and follow them.

And this cleansing of our natures, persons, and duties, has its whole foundation in the death of
Christ. Hence our washing and purifying, our cleansing and purging, is ascribed to his blood and
the sprinkling thereof meritorioudly, this work is done, by the shedding of the blood of Chrigt;
efficiently, by its sprinkling. The sprinkling of the blood of Christ proceedeth from the
communication of the Holy Ghost; which he promiseth to us, as purchased by him for us Heisthe
pure water, wherewith we are sprinkled from al our sins, that spirit of judgement and burning that
takes away the filth and blood of the daughters of Zion. And this is the first thing in the grace of
sanctification; of which more afterward.

(2.) By bestowing cleanness asto actual grace. Theblood of Christ in thispurchased grace does
not only take away defilement, but also it gives purity; and that also in athreefold gradation:—

[1.] It givesthe Spirit of holinessto dwell in us. “He is made unto us sanctification,” 1 Cor. i.
30, by procuring for us the Spirit of sanctification. Our renewing is of the Holy Ghost, who is shed
on usthrough Christ alone, Tit. iii. 6. Thisthe apostle mainly insists on, Rom. 8, — to wit, that the
primeand principal gift of sanctification that we receive from Christ, istheindwelling of the Spirit,
and our following after the guidance hereof. But what concerns the Spirit in any kind, must be
referred to that which | have to offer concerning our communion with him.

[2.] He gives us habitual grace; — a principle of grace, opposed to the principle of lust that is
in us by nature. Thisis the grace that dwells in us, makes its abode with us; which, according to
the distinct faculties of our souls wherein it is, or the distinct objects about which it is exercised,
receiveth various appellation, being indeed all but one new principle of life. In the understanding,
it islight; in the will, obedience; in the affections, love; in al, faith. So, also, it is differencesin
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respect of its operations. When it carries out the soul to rest on Chrigt, it is faith; when to delight
inhim, it islove; but still one and the same habit of grace. And thisisthe second thing.

[3.] Actual influencefor the performance of every spiritual duty whatever. After the saints have
both the former, yet Christ tells them that without him “they can do nothing,” John xv. 5. They are
still in dependence upon him for new influences of grace, or supplies of the Spirit. They cannot
live and spend upon the old stock; for every new act they must have new grace. He must “work in
us to will and to do of his good pleasure,” Phil. ii. 13. And in these three, thus briefly named,
consiststhat purchased gracein the point of sanctification, asto the collating of purity and cleanness,
wherein we have communion with Christ.

3. This purchased grace consists in privileges to stand before God, and these are of two sorts,
— primary and consequential. Primary, is adoption, — the Spirit of adoption; consequential, are
all the favours of the gospel, which the saints alone have right unto. But of this| shall speak when
| come to the last branch, — of communion with the Holy Ghost.

These are the things wherein we have communion with Christ asto purchased gracein thislife.
Drive them up to perfection, and you have that which we call everlasting glory. Perfect acceptance,
perfect holiness, perfect adoption, or inheritance of sons, — that is glory.

Our process now, in the next place, isto what | mainly intend, even the manner how we hold
communion with Christ in these things; and that in the order laid down; as, —

I. How we hold communion with him in the obedience of his life and merit of his death, asto
acceptance with God the Father.

I1. How we hold communion with Christ in hisblood, asto the Spirit of sanctification, the habits
and acts of grace.

[11. How we hold communion with him as to the privileges we enjoy. Of which in the ensuing
chapters.

Chapter 8.

How the saints hold communion with Christ as to their acceptation with God — What is required
on the part of Christ hereunto; in his intention; in the declaration thereof — The sum of our
acceptation with God, wherein it consists — What is required on the part of believers to this
communion, and how they hold it, with Christ — Some objections proposed to consideration, why
the elect are not accepted immediately on the undertaking and the death of Christ — In what sense
they are so — Christ a common or public person — How he came to be so — The way of our
acceptation with God on that account — The second objection — The necessity of our obedience
stated, Eph. ii. 810 — The grounds, causes, and ends of it manifested — Its proper place in the
new covenant — How the saints, in particular, hold communion with Christ in this purchased grace
— They approve of thisrighteousness; the grounds thereof — Reject their own; the grounds thereof
— The commutation of sin and righteousness between Christ and believers, some objections
answered.

I. Communion with Christ in purchased grace, as unto acceptation with God, from the obedience
of hislife and efficacy of his death, isthefirst thing we inquire into. The discovery of what on the
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part of Christ and what on our part is required thereunto (for our mutual acting, even hisand ours,
are necessary, that we may have fellowship and communion together herein), isthat which herein
| intend.

First, On the part of Christ there is no more required but these two things.— (1.) That what he
did, he did not for himself, but for us.

(2.) What he suffered, he suffered not for himself, but for us. That is, that his intention from
eternity, and when hewas in the world, was, that all that he did and suffered was and should be for
us and our advantage, as to our acceptance with God; that he still continueth making use of what
he so did and suffered for that end and purpose, and that only. Now, thisis most evident:—

(1.) What hedid, hedid for us, and not for himself: “He was made under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons,” Gal. iv. 4, 5. He was made under the law; that is, in that condition
that he was obnoxiousto thewill and commands of it. And why wasthis?to what end?for himself?
No; but to redeem usistheaim of all that he did, — of all his obedience: and that he did. Thisvery
intention in what he did he acquaints us with, John xvii. 19, “For their sakes | sanctify myself, that
they may be sanctified through the truth.” “I sanctify myself, — dedicate and set myself apart to
all that work | have to do. | came not to do my own will; | came to save that which was lost; to
minister, not to be ministered unto; and to give my life aransom;” — it was the testimony he bare
to al he did in the world. This intendment of his is especially to be eyed. From eternity he had
thoughts of what he would do for us; and delighted himself therein. And when he wasin theworld,
inall hewent about, he had still thisthought, “ Thisisfor them, and thisisfor them, — my beloved.”
When he went to be baptised, says John, “I have need to be baptised of thee, and comest thou to
me?’ Matt. iii. 14, 15; asif he had said, “ Thou hast no need at all of it.” But says Christ, “ Suffer it
to be so, now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil al righteousness,” — “I do it for them who have
none at all, and stand obliged unto all.”

(2.) In what he suffered. Thisis more clear, Dan. ix. 26, “Messiah shall be cut off, but not for
himself”. And the apostle lays down this as a main difference between him and the high priests of
the Jews, that when they made their solemn offerings, they offered first for themselves, and then
for the people; but Jesus Christ offered only for others. He had no sin, and could make no sacrifice
for his own sin, which he had not, but only for others. He “tasted death every man,” Heb. ii. 9, —
“gave hislifearansom for many,” Matt. xx. 28. The “iniquity of us all was made to meet on him,”
Isa. liii. 6; — “He bare our sinsin his own body on the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24; — “loved the church,
and gave himself for it,” Eph. v. 25; Gal ii. 20; Rom. iv. 25; Rev. i. 5, 6; Tit. ii. 14; 1 Tim. ii. 6;
Isa. liii. 12; John xvii. 19. But thisis exceeding clear and confessed, that Christ in his suffering and
oblation, had hisintention only upon the good of hiselect, and their acceptation with God; suffering
for us, “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.”

Secondly, To complete this communion on the part of Chrigt, it isrequired, —

(1.) That there be added to what he has done, the gospel tenders of that compl ete righteousness
and acceptation with God which ariseth from his perfect obedience and sufferings. Now, they are
twofold:—

[1.] Declaratory, in the conditional promises of the gospel. Mark xvi. 15; Matt. xi. 28, “Hethat
believeth shall be saved;” “Come unto me, and | will give you rest;” “As Moses lifted up the
serpent,” etc.; “Christ isthe end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth,” Rom. x.
4; and innumerable others. Now, declaratory tenders are very precious, there is much kindness in
them, and if they be regjected, they will be the “savour of death unto death;” but the Lord Christ
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knows that the outward letter, though never so effectually held out, will not enable any of his for
that reception of his righteousness which is necessary to interest them therein; wherefore, —

[2.] Inthistender of acceptation with God, on the account of what he has done and suffered, a
law is established, that whosoever receivesit shall be so accepted. But Christ knows the condition
and state of hisin thisworld. Thiswill not do; if he do not effectually invest them with it, all is
lost. Therefore, —

(2.) He sends them his Holy Spirit, to quicken them, John vi. 63, to cause them that are “ dead
to hear his voice,” John v. 25; and to work in them whatever is required of them, to make them
partakers of his righteousness and accepted with God.

Thus does Christ deal with his— helives and dies with an intention to work out and complete
righteousness for them; their enjoying of it, to a perfect acceptation before God, is all that in the
one and other he aimed at. Then he tenders it unto them, declares the usefulness and preciousness
of it to their souls, stirring them up to a desire and valuation of it; and lastly, effectually bestows
it upon them, reckons it unto them as theirs, that they should by it, for it, with it, be perfectly
accepted with his Father.

Thus, for our acceptation with God, two things are required:—

First, That satisfaction be madefor our disobedience, — for whatever we had done which might
damage the justice and honour of God; and that God be atoned towards us: which could no otherwise
be, but by undergoing the penalty of thelaw. This, | have showed abundantly, is done by the death
of Christ. God “made himto be sinfor us,” 2 Cor. v. 21, — a“curse,” Gal. iii. 13. On this account
we have our absolution, — our acquitment from the guilt of sin, the sentence of the law, the wrath
of God, Rom. viii. 33, 34. We are judtified, acquitted, freed from condemnation, because it was
Christ that died; “he bare our sinsin his own body on the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24.

Second, That the righteousness of the law be fulfilled, and the obedience performed that is
required at our hands. And this is done by the life of Christ, Rom. v. 18, 19. So that answerable
hereunto, according to our state and the condition of our acceptation with God, there aretwo parts.—

Our absolution from the guilt of sin, that our disobedience be not charged upon us. This we
have by the death of Christ; our sins being imputed to him, shall not be imputed to us, 2 Cor. v.
21; Rom. iv. 25; Isa. liii. 12.

Imputation of righteousness, that we may be accounted perfectly righteous before God; and
thiswe have by thelife of Christ. His righteousness in yielding obedience to the law isimputed to
us. And thus is our acceptation with God completed. Being discharged from the guilt of our
disobedience by the death of Christ, and having the righteousness of the life of Christ imputed to
us, we have friendship and peace with God. And thisisthat which | call our grace of acceptation
with God, wherein we have communion with Jesus Christ.

That which remainsfor meto do, isto show how believers hold distinct communion with Christ
in this grace of acceptation, and how thereby they keep alive a sense of it, — the comfort and life
of it being to be renewed every day. Without this, life is a hell; no peace, no joy can we be made
partakers of, but what has its rise from hence. Look what grounded persuasion we have of our
acceptation with God, that he is at peace with us; whereunto is the revenue of our peace, comfort,
joy, yea, and holiness itself, proportioned.

But yet, before | come in particular to handle our practical communion with the Lord Jesusin
this thing, | must remove two considerable objections; — the one of them lying against the first
part of our acceptation with God, the other against the latter.
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Objection 1. For our absolution by and upon the death of Christ, it may be said, that “if the el ect
have their absolution, reconciliation, and freedom by the death, blood, and cross of Christ, whence
isit, then, that they were not all actually absolved at the death of Christ, or at least so soon as they
are born, but that many of them live a long while under the wrath of God in this world, as being
unbelievers, under the sentence and condemning power of the law? John iii. 36. Why are they not
immediately freed, upon the payment of the price and making reconciliation for them?”

Obj. 2. “If the obedience of the life of Christ be imputed unto us, and that is our righteousness
before God, then what need we yield any obedience ourselves? Is not all our praying, labouring,
watching, fasting, giving alms, — are not all fruits of holiness, in purity of heart and useful ness of
conversation, al in vain and to no purpose? And who, then, will or need take care to be holy,
humble, righteous, meek, temperate, patient, good, peaceable, or to abound in good works in the
world?’

1. | shall, God assisting, briefly remove these two objections, and then proceed to carry on the
design in hand, about our communion with Christ:—

(1.) Jesus Christ, in his undertaking of the work of our reconciliation with God, — for which
cause he came into the world, — and the accomplishment of it by his death, was constituted and
considered as a common, public person, in the stead of them for whose reconciliation to God he
suffered. Hence he is the “mediator between God and man,” 1 Tim. ii. 5, — that is, one who
undertook to God for us, asthe next words manifest, verse 6, “Who gave himself aransom for all,”
— and the “surety of the better covenant,” Heb. vii. 22; undertaking for and on the behalf of them
with whom that covenant was made. Hence he is said to be given “for a covenant of the people,”
Isa. xlii. 6; and a“leader,” Iv. 4. He was the second Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45, 47, to all ends and purposes
of righteousness, to his spiritual seed, as the first Adam was of sin to his natural seed, Rom. v.
15-19.

(2.) His being thus a common person, arose chiefly from these things.—

[1.] In general, from the covenant entered into by himself with his Father to this purpose. The
terms of thiscovenant areat largeinsisted on, Isa. 53, summed up, Ps. xI. 7, 8; Heb. x. 8-10. Hence
the Father became to be his God; which is acovenant expression, Ps. Ixxxix. 26; Heb. i. 5; Ps. xxii.
1, xl. 8, xlv. 7; Rev. iii. 12; Mic. v. 4. So was he by his Father on this account designed to thiswork,
Isa. xlii. 1, 6, xlix. 9; Mal. iii. 1; Zech. xiii. 7; Johniii. 16; 1 Tim. i. 15. Thusthe " counsel of peace”
became to be “ between them both,” Zech. vi. 13; that is, the Father and Son. And the Son rejoices
from eternity in the thought of this undertaking, Prov. viii. 22—30. The command given him to this
purpose, the promises made to him thereon, the assistance afforded to him, | have el sewhere handled.

[2.] In the sovereign grant, appointment, and design of the Father, giving and delivering the
elect to Jesus Christ in this covenant, to be redeemed and reconciled to himself. John xvii. 6, “Thine
they were, and thou gavest them me.” They were God's by eternal designation and election, and
he gave them to Christ to be redeemed. Hence, before their calling or believing, he calls them his
“sheep,” John x. 15, 16, laying down hislife for them as such; and hence are we said to be “ chosen
in Christ,” Eph. i. 4, or designed to obtain all the fruits of the love of God by Christ, and committed
into his hand for that end and purpose.

[3.] In hisundertaking to suffer what was due to them, and to do what was to be done by them,
that they might be delivered, reconciled, and accepted with God. And he undertakes to give in to
the Father, without loss or miscarriage, what he had so received of the Father as above, John xvii.
2, 12, vi. 37, 39; as Jacob did the cattle he received of Lab an, Gen. xxxi. 39, 40. Of both these |
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have treated somewhat at large elsewhere, in handling the covenant between the Father and the
Son; so that | shall not need to take it up here again.

[4.] They being given unto him, he undertaking for them to do and suffer what was on their
part required, he received, on their behalf and for them, all the promises of al the mercies, grace,
good things, and privileges, which they were to receive upon the account of his undertaking for
them. On this account eternal life is said to be promised of God “before the world began,” Tit. i.
2; that is, to the Son of God for us, on his undertaking on our behalf. And grace, also, is said to be
given unto us“beforetheworld began,” 2 Tim. i. 9; that is, in Christ, our appointed head, mediator,
and representative.

[5.] Christ being thus a common person, a mediator, surety, and representative, of his church,
upon his undertaking, as to efficacy and merit, and upon his actual performance, as to solemn
(declaration, was as such acquitted, absolved, justified, and freed, from all and every thing that, on
the behalf of the elect, as due to them, was charged upon him, or could so be; | say, asto al the
efficacy and merit of his undertakings, he was immediately absolved upon his faithfulness, in his
first engagement: and thereby all the saints of the Old Testament were saved by his blood no less
than we. Asto solemn declaration, he was so absolved when, the “ pains of death being loosed”, he
was “ declared to be the Son of God with power, by the resurrection from the dead;” Rom. i. 4, God
saying to him, “Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee,” Ps. ii. 7. And this his absolution
does Christ express hisconfidence of, Isa. 1. 5-9. And hewas“justified,” 1 Tim. iii. 16. That which
| intend by this absolution of Christ as a public person is this— God having made him under the
law, for them who were so, Gal. iv. 4; intheir stead, obnoxious to the punishment due to sin, made
him sin, 2 Cor. v. 21; and so gave justice, and law, and all the consequent of the curse thereof,
power against him, Isa. liii. 6; — upon his undergoing of that which was required of him, verse 12,
God looses the pains and power of death, accepts him, and is well pleased with him, as to the
performance and discharge of hiswork, John xvii. 3-6; pronounceth him free from the obligation
that was on him, Acts 13; and gave him a promise of all good things he aimed at, and which his
soul desired. Hereon are al the promises of God made to Christ, and their accomplishment, — all
the encouragements given him to ask and make demand of the things originally engaged for to him,
Ps. ii. 8, (which hedid accordingly, John 17), — founded and built. And hereliesthe certain, stable
foundation of our absolution, and acceptation with God. Christ in our stead, acting for us as our
surety, being acquitted, absolved, solemnly declared to have answered the whole debt that was
incumbent on him to pay, and made satisfaction for al theinjury we had done, ageneral pardonis
sealed for us all, to be sued out particularly in the way to be appointed. For, —

[6.] Christ as a public person being thus absolved, it became righteous with God, a righteous
thing, from the covenant, compact, and convention, that was between him and the mediator, that
those in whose stead he was, should obtain, and have bestowed on them, al the fruits of his death,
in reconciliation with God, Rom. v. 8-11; that as Christ received the general acquittance for them
all, so they should every one of them enjoy it respectively. Thisis everywhere manifested in those
expressions which express a commutation designed by God in this matter; as2 Cor. v. 21; Gal. iii.
13; 1 Pet. ii. 21, 24; — of which afterward.

[7.] Being thus acquitted in the covenant of the Mediator (whencethey are said to be circumcised
with him, to diewith him, to be buried with him, to risewith him, to sit with himin heavenly places,
— namely, in the covenant of the Mediator), and it being righteous that they should be acquitted
personally in the covenant of grace, it was determined by Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that the
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way of their actual personal deliverance from the sentence and curse of the law should be in and
by such away and dispensation as might lead to the praise of the glorious grace of God, Ephi. 5-7.
The appointment of God is, that we shall have the adoption of children. The means of it, isby Jesus
Christ; the peculiar way of bringing it about, is by the redemption that isin his blood; the end, is
the praise of his glorious grace. And thenceit is, —

[8.] That until the full time of their actual deliverance, determined and appointed to them in
their several generations, be accomplished, they are personally under the curse of the law; and, on
that account, are legally obnoxiousto thewrath of God, from which they shall certainly be delivered;
— | say, they are thus personally obnoxiousto the law, and the curse thereof; but not at all withits
primitive intention of execution upon them, but as it is a means appointed to help forward their
acquaintance with Christ, and acceptance with God, on his account. When this is accomplished,
that whole obligation ceases, being continued onthem in adesign of love; their last condition being
such asthat they cannot without it be brought to a participation of Christ, to the praise of the glorious
grace of God.

[9.] The end of the dispensation of grace being to glorify the whole Trinity, the order fixed on
and appointed wherein thisisto be done, is, by ascending to the Father’ s love through the work of
the Spirit and blood of the Son. The emanation of divineloveto usbeginswith the Father, iscarried
on by the Son, and then communi cated by the Spirit; the Father designing, the Son purchasing, the
Spirit effectually working: which istheir order. Our participation is first by the work of the Spirit,
to an actua interest in the blood of the Son; whence we have acceptation with the Father.

This, then, isthe order whereby we are brought to acceptation with the Father, for the glory of
God through Christ:—

1st. That the Spirit may be glorified, heis given unto us, to quicken us, convert us, work faith
inus, Rom. viii. 11; Eph. i. 19, 20; according to all the promises of the covenant, Isa. iv. 4, 5; Ezek.
Xi. 19, Xxxvi. 26.

2dly. This being wrought in us, for the glory of the Son, we are actually interested, according
to the tenor of the covenant, at the same instant of time, in the blood of Christ, as to the benefits
which he has procured for us thereby; yea, this very work of the Spirit itself isafruit and part of
the purchase of Christ. But we speak of our sense of this thing, whereunto the communication of
the Spirit is antecedent. And, —

3dly. Totheglory of the Father, we are accepted with him, justified, freed from guilt, pardoned,
and have “peace with God,” Rom. v. 1. Thus, “through Christ we have access by one Spirit unto
the Father,” Eph. ii. 17. And thus are both Father and Son and the Holy Spirit glorified in our
justification and acceptation with God; the Father in hisfreelove, the Sonin hisfull purchase, and
the holy Spirit in his effectual working.

[10.] All this, in al the parts of it, is no less fully procured for us, nor less freely bestowed on
us, for Christ’ s sake, on hisaccount, as part of his purchase and merits, thanif al of usimmediately
upon his death, had been tranglated into heaven; only this way of our deliverance and freedom is
fixed on, that the whole Trinity may be glorified thereby. And this may suffice in answer to the
first objection. Though our reconciliation with God be fully and completely procured by the death
of Christ, and all the ways and meanswhereby it isaccomplished; yet we are brought unto an actual
enjoyment thereof, by the way and in the order mentioned, for the praise of the glorious grace of
God.
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2. The second objection is, “That if the righteousness and obedience of Christ to the law be
imputed unto us, then what need weyield obedience ourselves?’” Tothis, also, | shall return answer
as briefly as| can in the ensuing observations.—

(1.) The placing of our gospel obedience on the right foot of account (that it may neither be
exalted into a state, condition, use, or end, not given it of God; nor any reason, cause, motive, end,
necessity of it, on the other hand, taken away, weakened, or impaired), is a matter of great
importance. Some make our obedience, the works of faith, our works, the matter or cause of our
justification; some, the condition of the imputation of the righteousness of Christ; some, the
gualification of the person justified, on the one hand; some exclude al the necessity of them, and
turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, on the other. To debate these differencesis not my present
business; only, | say, on this and other accounts, the right stating of our obedience is of great
importance as to our walking with God.

(2.) We do by no means assign the same place, condition, state, and use to the obedience of
Christ imputed to us, and our obedience performed to God. If we did, they werereally inconsistent.
And therefore those who affirm that our obedience isthe condition or cause of our justification, do
all of them deny the imputation of the obedience of Christ unto us. The righteousness of Christ is
imputed to us, as that on the account whereof we are accepted and esteemed righteous before God,
and are redly so, though not inherently. We are as truly righteous with the obedience of Christ
imputed to usas Adam was, or could have been, by acomplete righteousness of his own performance.
So Rom. v. 18, by his obedience we are made righteous, — made so truly, and so accepted; as by
the disobedience of Adam we are truly made trespassers, and so accounted. And thisisthat which
the apostle desires to be found in, in opposition to his own righteousness, Phil iii. 9. But our own
obedience is not the righteousness whereupon we are accepted and justified before God; although
it be acceptable to God that we should abound therein. And this distinction the apostle does evidently
deliver and confirm, so as nothing can be more clearly revealed: Eph. ii. 8-10, “For by grace are
ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
has prepared that we should walk in them.” We are saved, or justified (for that it is whereof the
apostle treats), “by grace through faith,” which receives Jesus Christ and his obedience; “not of
works, lest any man should boast.” “But what works are they that the apostle intends?’ The works
of believers, as in the very beginning of the next words is manifest: “ ‘For we are,” we believers,
with our obedience and our works, of whom | speak.” “Y ea; but what need, then, of works?” Need
still thereis: “We are his workmanship,” etc.

Two things the apostle intimates in these words.—

[1.] A reason why we cannot be saved by works, — namely, because we do them not in or by
our own strength; which is necessary we should do, if we will be saved by them, or justified by
them. “But thisis not so,” saith the apostle; “for we are the workmanship of God,” etc.; — all our
works are wrought in us, by full and effectual undeserved grace.

[2.] An assertion of the necessity of good works, notwithstanding that we are not saved by them;
and that is, that God has ordained that we shall walk in them: which is a sufficient ground of our
obedience, whatever be the use of it.

If you will say then, “What are the true and proper gospel grounds, reasons, uses, and motives
of our obedience; whence the necessity thereof may be demonstrated, and our souls be stirred up
to abound and be fruitful therein?’ | say, they are so many, and lie so deep in the mystery of the
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gospel and dispensation of grace, spread themselves so throughout the whole revel ation of the will
of God unto us, that to handle them fully and distinctly, and to give them their due weight, is a
thing that | cannot engage in, lest | should be turned aside from what | principally intend. | shall
only give you some brief heads of what might at large be insisted on:—

1st. Our universal obedience and good works are indispensably necessary, from the sovereign
appointment and will of God; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

In general “Thisisthe will of God, even your sanctification,” or holiness, 1 Thess. iv. 3. This
is that which God wills, which he requires of us, — that we be holy, that we be obedient, that we
do hiswill as the angels do in heaven. The equity, necessity, profit, and advantage of this ground
of our obedience might at large be insisted on; and, were there no more, this might suffice alone,
— if it be the will of God, it isour duty:—

(1st.) The Father has ordained or appointed it. It isthe will of the Father, Ephii. 10. The Father
is spoken of personally, Christ being mentioned as mediator.

(2dly.) The Son has ordained and appointed it as mediator. John xv. 16, “ ‘| have ordained you,
that ye should bring forth fruit’ of obedience, and that it should remain.” And, —

(3dly.) The holy Ghost appoints and ordains believersto works of obedience and holiness, and
to work holiness in others. So, in particular, Acts xiii. 2, he appoints and designs men to the great
work of obedience in preaching the gospel. And in sinning, men sin against him.

2dly. Our holiness, our obedience, work of righteousness, is one eminent and especia end of
the peculiar dispensation of Father, Son, and Spirit, in the business of exalting the glory of God in
our salvation, — of the electing love of the Father, the purchasing love of the Son, and the operative
love of the Spirit:—

(1st.) It isapeculiar end of the electing love of the Father, Ephi. 4, “He has chosen us, that we
should be holy and without blame.” So Isa. iv. 3, 4. Hisaim and design in choosing of uswas, that
we should be holy and unblamable before him in love. This he is to accomplish, and will bring
about in them that are his. “He chooses us to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and
belief of the truth,” 2 Thess. ii. 13. This the Father designed as the first and immediate end of
electing love; and proposes the consideration of that love as a motive to holiness, 1 John iv. 8-10.

(2dly.) It is so aso of the exceeding love of the Son; whereof the testimonies are innumerable.
| shall give but one or two:— Tit. ii. 14, “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Thiswas hisaim,
his design, in giving himself for us; as Eph. v. 25-27, “ Christ loved the church, and gave himself
for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word; that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy, and without blemish” 2 Cor. v. 15; Rom. vi. 11.

(3dly.) Itisthe very work of the love of the Holy Ghost. Hiswhole work upon us, in us, for us,
consistsin preparing of us for obedience; enabling of us thereunto, and bringing forth the fruits of
it in us. And this he doesin opposition to arighteousness of our own, either beforeit or to be made
up by it, Tit. iii. 5. 1 need not insist on this. The fruits of the Spirit in us are known, Gal. v. 22, 23.

And thus have we atwofold bottom of the necessity of our obedience and personal holiness.—
God has appointed it, he requiresit; and it is an eminent immediate end of the distinct dispensation
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the work of our salvation. If God’ s sovereignty over usisto be
owned, if hislove towards us be to be regarded, if the whole work of the ever-blessed Trinity, for
us, in us, be of any moment, our obedience is necessary.
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3dly. It isnecessary in respect of the end thereof; and that whether you consider God, ourselves,
or the world:—

(1st.) The end of our obedience, in respect of God, is, his glory and honour, Mal. i. 6. Thisis
God'’s honour, — all that we give him. It is true, he will take his honour from the stoutest and
proudest rebel in the world; but al we give himisin our obedience. The glorifying of God by our
obedienceis all that we are or can be. Particularly, —

[1st.] It isthe glory of the Father. Matt. v. 16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which isin heaven.” By our walking in the light
of faith does glory arise to the Father. The fruits of hislove, of his grace, of his kindness, are seen
upon us; and God is glorified in our behalf. And, —

[2dly.] The Son is gloried thereby. It is the will of God that as all men honour the Father, so
should they honour the Son, John v. 23. And how is this done? By believing in him, John xiv. 1;
obeying of him. Hence, John xvii. 10, he says heisglorified in believers; and prays for an increase
of grace and union for them, that he may yet be more glorified, and al might know that, as mediator,
he was sent of God.

[3dly.] The Spirit is gloried aso by it. He is grieved by our disobedience, Eph. iv. 30; and
therefore his glory isin our bringing forth fruit. He dwellsin us, asin his temple; which is not to
be defiled. Holiness becometh his habitation for ever.

Now, if thisthat has been said be not sufficient to evince anecessity of our obedience, we must
suppose ourselves to speak with a sort of men who regard neither the sovereignty, nor love, nor
glory of God, Father, Son, or Holy Ghost. Let men say what they please, though our obedience
should be all lost, and never regarded (which is impossible, for God is not unjust, to forget our
labour of love), yet hereisasufficient bottom, ground, and reason of yielding more obedience unto
God than ever we shall do whilst we live in this world. | speak also only of gospel grounds of
obedience, and not of those that are natural and legal, which are indispensable to all mankind.

(2dly.) Theend in respect of ourselvesimmediately isthreefold:— [1st.] Honour. [2dly.] Peace.
[3dly.] Usefulness.

[1st.] Honour. It isby holinessthat we are made like unto God, and hisimage is renewed again
inus. Thiswasour honour at our creation, thisexalted usaboveal our fellow-creatures here below,
— we were made in theimage of God. Thiswe lost by sin, and became like the beasts that perish.
To thishonour, of conformity to God, of bearing hisimage, are we exalted again by holiness alone.
“Beyeholy,” says God, “for | am holy,” 1 Pet. i. 16; and, “Be ye perfect” (that is, in doing good),
“even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect,” Matt. v. 48, — in alikeness and conformity
to him. And herein is theimage of God renewed; Eph. iv. 23, 24, therein we “ put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and holiness of truth.” This was that which originally
was attended with power and dominion; — is still all that is beautiful or comely in the world. How
it makes men honourable and precious in the sight of God, of angels, of men; how alone it is that
which is not despised, which is of price before the Lord; what contempt and scorn he has of them
inwhomitisnot, — in what abomination he hasthem and all their ways, — might easily be evinced.

[2dly.] Peace. By it we have communion with God, wherein peace aloneisto be enjoyed. “The
wicked are like the troubled sea, that cannot rest;” and, “There is no peace” to them, “saith my
God,” Isa. lvii. 20; 2]. Thereisno peace, rest, or quietness, in a distance, separation, or alienation
from God. He istherest of our souls. In the light of his countenanceislife and peace. Now, “if we
walk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,” 1 Johni. 7; “and truly
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our fellowship iswith the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ,” verse 3. Hethat walksin the light
of new obedience, he has communion with God, and in his presence is fulness of joy for ever;
without it, there is nothing but darkness, and wandering, and confusion.

[3dly.] Usefulness. A man without holiness is good for nothing. “Ephraim,” says the prophet,
“isan empty vine, that bringsforth fruit to itself” And what is such avine good for? Nothing. Saith
another prophet, “A man cannot make so much asapin of it, to hang avessel on.” A barrentreeis
good for nothing, but to be cut down for the fire. Notwithstanding the seeming usefulness of men
who serve the providence of God in their generations, | could easily manifest that the world and
the church might want them, and that, indeed, in themselves they are good for nothing. Only the
holy man is commune bonum.

(3dly.) The end of it in respect of othersin the world is manifold:—

[1st.] It servesto the conviction and stopping the mouths of some of the enemies of God, both
here and hereafter.— 1. Here. 1 Pet. iii. 16, “Having a good conscience; that, wherein they speak
evil of you, as of evil-doers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in
Christ.” By our keeping of agood conscience men will be made ashamed of their fal se accusations;
that whereas their malice and hatred of the ways of God has provoked them to speak all manner of
evil of the profession of them, by the holiness and righteousness of the saints, they are convinced
and made ashamed, as athief iswhen heistaken, and be driven to acknowledge that God isamongst
them, and that they are wicked themselves, John xvii. 23. 2. Hereafter. It is said that the saints shall
judge the world. It is on this, as well as upon other considerations: their good works, their
righteousness, their holiness, shall be brought forth, and manifested to all the world; and the
righteousness of God’s judgements against wicked men be thence evinced. “See,” says Chrigt,
“these are they that | own, whom you so despised and abhorred; and see their works following
them: this and that they have done, when you wallowed in your abominations,” Matt. xxv. 42, 43.

[2dly.] The conversion of others. 1 Pet. ii. 12, “Having your conversation honest among the
Gentiles; that, wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may, by your good works, which
they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation,” Matt. v. 16. Even revilers, persecutors,
evil-speakers, have been overcome by the constant holy walking of professors; and when their day
of visitation has come, have glorified God on that account, 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2.

[3dly.] The benefit of all; partly in keeping off judgements from the residue of men, asten good
men would have preserved Sodom: partly by their real communication of good to them with whom
they haveto do in their generation. Holiness makes a man agood man, useful to al; and others eat
of the fruits of the Spirit that he brings forth continually.

[4thly.] It isnecessary in respect of the state and condition of justified persons; and that whether
you consider their relative state of acceptation, or their state of sanctification:—

First. They are accepted and received into friendship with a holy God, — a God of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity, — who hates every unclean thing. And isit not necessary that they should
be holy who are admitted into his presence, walk in hissight, — yea, lie in hisbosom? Should they
not with all diligence cleanse themselves from all pollution of flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness
in the fear of the Lord?

Secondly. In respect of sanctification. We have in us a new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17. This new
creature is fed, cherished, nourished, kept aive, by the fruits of holiness. To what end has God
given us new hearts, and new natures?Isit that we should kill them? stifle the creature that isfound
in usin the womb? that we should give him to the old man to be devoured?
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[5thly.] It is necessary in respect of the proper place of holiness in the new covenant; and that
istwofold:—

First. Of the means unto the end. God has appointed that holiness shall be the means, the way
to that eternal life, which, asin itself and originaly [it] is his gift by Jesus Christ, so, with regard
to his constitution of our obedience, as the means of attaining it, [it] is a reward, and God in
bestowing of it arewarder. Though it be neither the cause, matter, nor condition of our justification,
yet it is the way appointed of God for us to walk in for the obtaining of salvation. And therefore,
he that has hope of eternal life purifies himself, as heis pure: and none shall ever cometo that end
who walketh not in that way; for without holiness it isimpossible to see God.

Secondly. It is atestimony and pledge of adoption, — a sign and evidence of grace; that is, of
acceptation with God. And, —

Thirdly. The whole expression of our thankfulness.

Now, thereisnot one of all these causes and reasons of the necessity, the indispensabl e necessity
of our obedience, good works, and personal righteousness, but would require amore large discourse
to unfold and explain than | have allotted to the proposal of them all; and innumerable others there
are of the same import, that | cannot name. He that upon these accounts does not think universal
holiness and obedience to be of indispensable necessity, unless also it be exalted into the room of
the obedience and righteousness of Christ, let him be filthy still.

These objections being removed, and having, at the entrance of this chapter, declared what is
done on the part of Christ, asto our fellowship with himin this purchased grace, asto our acceptation
with God, it remains that | now show what also is required and performed on our part for the
completing thereof. This, then, consists in the ensuing particulars.—

1. Thesaintscordially approve of thisrighteousness, asthat alone which isabsolutely complete,
and able to make them acceptable before God. And this supposeth six things.—

(1.) Their clear and full conviction of the necessity of a righteousness wherewith to appear
before God. Thisis aways in their thoughts; thisin their whole lives they take for granted. Many
men spend their daysin obstinacy and hardness, adding drunkenness unto thirst, never onceinquiring
what their condition shall be when they enter into eternity; others trifle away their time and their
souls, sowing the wind of empty hopes, and preparing to reap a whirlwind of wrath; but this lies
at the bottom of all the saints’ communion with Christ, — a deep, fixed, resolved persuasion of an
absolute and indispensable necessity of a righteousness wherewith to appear before God. The
holiness of God’ s nature, the righteousness of his government, the severity of hislaw, the terror of
his wrath, are always before them. They have been al convinced of sin, and have looked on
themselves as ready to sink under the vengeance dueto it. They have all cried, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do to be saved?’ “Wherewith shall we come before God?’ and have all concluded,
that it isin vain to flatter themselves with hopes of escaping as they are by nature. If God be holy
and righteous, and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, they must have a righteousness to stand
before him; and they know what will be the cry one day of those who now bear up themselves, as
if they were otherwise minded, Isa. liii. 1-5; Mic. vi. 6, 7.

(2.) They weigh their own righteousnessin the balance, and find it wanting; and thistwo ways.—

[1.] In general, and upon the whole of the matter, at their first setting themselves before God.
When men are convinced of the necessity of arighteousness, they catch at every thing that presents
itself to them for relief. Like men ready to sink in deep waters, [they] catch at that which is next,
to save them from drowning; which sometimes proves a rotten stick, that sinks with them. So did
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the Jews, Rom. ix. 31, 32; they caught hold of the law, and it would not relieve them; and how they
perished with it the apostle declares, chap. x. 1-4. Thelaw put them upon setting up arighteousness
of their own. Thiskept them doing, and in hope; but kept them from submitting to the righteousness
of God. Here many perish, and never get one step nearer God all their days. Thisthe saintsrenounce;
they have no confidence in the flesh: they know that al they can do, all that the law can do, which
isweak through the flesh, will not avail them. See what judgement Paul makes of all aman’s own
righteousness, Phil iii. 8-10. Thisthey bear intheir minds daily, thisthey fill their thoughtswithal,
that upon the account of what they have done, can do, ever shall do, they cannot be accepted with
God, or justified thereby. This keeps their souls humble, full of a sense of their own vileness, all
their days.

[2.] In particular. They daily weigh al their particular actions in the balance, and find them
wanting, as to any such completeness as, upon their own account, to be accepted with God. “ Oh!”
saysasaint, “if | had nothing to commend me unto God but this prayer, this duty, this conquest of
a temptation, wherein | myself see so many failings, so much imperfection, could | appear with
any boldness before him? Shall 1, then, piece up agarment of righteousness out of my best duties?
Ah! itisall asadefiled cloth,” Isa. Ixiv. 6. These thoughts accompany them in all their duties, in
their best and most choice performances.— “Lord, what am | in my best estate? How little
suitableness unto thy holinessisin my best duties! O spare me, in reference to the best thing that
ever | did in my life!” Neh. xiii. 22. When a man who lives upon convictions has got some
enlargements in duties, some conquest over asin or temptation, he hugs himself, like Micah when
he had got a Levite to be his priest: now surely it shall be well with him, now God will bless him:
his heart isnow at ease; he has peace in what he has done. But he who has communion with Christ,
when he is highest in duties of sanctification and holiness, is clearest in the apprehension of his
own unprofitableness, and rejects every thought that might arisein his heart of setting his peacein
them, or upon them. He saysto his soul, “ Do these things seem something to thee? Alas! thou hast
to do with an infinitely righteous God, who looks through and through all that vanity, which thou
art but little acquainted withal; and should he deal with thee according to thy best works, thou must
perish.”

(3.) They approve of, value, and rejoicein, this righteousness, for their acceptation, which the
L ord Jesus has wrought out and provided for them; this being discovered to them, they approve of
it with all their hearts, and rest in it. Isa. xlv. 24, “Surely, shall one say, in the Lorp have |
righteousness and strength.” Thisistheir voice and language, when once the righteousness of God
in Christ is made known unto them: “Here is righteousness indeed; here have | rest for my soul.
Like the merchant man in the gospel (Matt. xiii. 45, 46) that finds the pearl of price, | had been
searching up and down; | looked thisand that way for help, but it wasfar away; | spent my strength
for that which was not bread: here is that, indeed, which makes me rich for ever!” When first the
righteousness of Christ, for acceptation with God, is revealed to a poor labouring soul, that has
fought for rest and has found none, heis surprised and amazed, and is not able to contain himself:
and such aone always in his heart approves this righteousness on a twofold account:—

[1.] Asfull of infinite wisdom. “Unto them that believe,” saith the apostle, “Christ crucified is
‘the wisdom of God,” ” 1 Cor. i. 24. They seeinfinite wisdom in thisway of their acceptation with
God. “In what darkness,” says such a one, “in what straits, in what entanglements, was my poor
soul! How little ablewas| to look through the clouds and perplexitieswherewith | was encompassed!
| looked inwards, and there was nothing but sin, horror, fear, tremblings; | looked upwards, and
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saw nothing but wrath, curses, and vengeance. | knew that God was a holy and righteous God, and
that no unclean thing could abide before him; | knew that | was a poor, vile, unclean, and sinful
creature; and how to bring these two together in peace, | knew not. But in the righteousness of
Christ does aworld of wisdom open itself, dispelling all difficulties and darkness, and manifesting
areconciliation of all this.” “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”
Rom. xi. 33; Col. ii. 3. But of this before.

[2.] Asfull of grace. He knows that sin had shut up the whole way of grace towards him; and
whereas God aims at hothing so much as the manifestation of his grace, he was utterly cut short of
it. Now, to have a complete righteousness provided, and yet abundance of grace manifested,
exceedingly delights the soul; — to have God’ s dealing with his person all grace, and dealing with
hisrighteousnessall justice, takes up histhoughts. God everywhere assures usthat this righteousness
is of grace. It is “by grace, and no more of works,” Rom xi. 6, as the apostle at large sets it out,
Eph. ii. 7-9. Itisfromriches of grace and kindnessthat the provision of thisrighteousnessis made.
It is of mere grace that it is bestowed on us, it is not at all of works; though it be in itself a
righteousness of works, yet to us it is of mere grace. So Tit. iii. 4—7, “But after that the kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justified
by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” The rise of al this
dispensation is kindness and love; that is, grace, verse 4. The way of communication, negatively,
is not by works of righteousness that we have done; — positively, by the communication of the
Holy Ghogt, verse 5; the means of whose procurement is Jesus Christ, verse 6; — and the work
itself is by grace, verse 7. Here is use made of every word almost, whereby the exceeding rich
grace, kindness, mercy, and goodness of God may be expressed, all concurring in this work. As:
1. Xpnototng, — hisgoodness, benignity, readinessto communicate of himself and hisgood things
that may be profitableto us. 2. ®1AavBpwria, — mercy, love, and propensity of mind to help, assist,
relieve them of whom he speaks, towardswhom heis so affected. 3. "EAeog, — mercy forgiveness,
compassion, tenderness, to them that suffer; and xapig, — free pardoning bounty, undeserved love.
And all thisis said to be tob <00 owtfipog, — he exercises all these properties and attributes of
his nature towards us that he may save us; and in the bestowing of it, giving us the Holy Ghost, it
is said, é€éxeev, — he poured him out as water out of a vessel, without stop and hesitation; and
that not in a small measure, but m\ovsiwg, — richly and in abundance: whence, as to the work
itself, itisemphatically said, Sikaiw0Oévteg th ékeivou xdpiti, — justified by the grace of him who
is such aone. And this do the saints of God, in their communion with Christ, exceedingly rgoice
in before him, that the way of their acceptation before God isaway of grace, kindness, and mercy,
that they might not boast in themselves, but in the Lord and his goodness, crying, “How great is
thy goodness! how great is thy bounty!”

(4.) They approve of it, and rgjoice in it, as a quay of great peace and security to themselves
and their own souls. They remember what was their state and condition whilst they went about to
set up arighteousness of their own, and were not subject to the righteousness of Christ, — how
miserably they were tossed up and down with continual fluctuating thoughts. Sometimes they had
hope, and sometimeswerefull of fear; sometimesthey thought themselvesin some good condition,
and anon were at the very brink of hell, their consciences being racked and torn with sin and fear:
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but now, “being justified by faith, they have peace with God,” Rom. v. 1. All is quiet and serene;
not only that stormisover, but they arein the haven where they would be. They have abiding peace
with God. Hence is that description of Christ to a poor soul, Isa. xxxii. 2, “And a man shall he as
a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in adry place, as
the shadow of a great rock in aweary land.” Wind and tempest, and drought and weariness, —
nothing now troubles the soul that isin Christ; he has a hiding-place, and a covert, and rivers of
water, and the shadow of a great rock, for his security. This is the great mystery of faith in this
business of our acceptation with God by Christ:— that whereas the soul of abeliever finds enough
in him and upon him to rend the very caul of the heart, to fill him with fears, terror, disguietments
al hisdays, yet through Christ heis at perfect peace with God, Isa. xxvi. 3; Ps. iv. 6-8. Hence do
the souls of believers exceedingly magnify Jesus Christ, that they can behold the face of God with
boldness, confidence, peace, joy, assurance, — that they can call him Father, bear themselves on
hislove, walk up and down in quietness, and without fear. How gloriousis the Son of God in this
grace! They remember the wormwood and gall that they have eaten; — the vinegar and tears they
have drunk; — the trembling of their souls, like an aspen leaf that is shaken with the wind. Whenever
they thought of God, what contrivances have they had to hide, and fly, and escape! To be brought
now to settlement and security, must needs greatly affect them.

(5.) They cordially approve of this righteousness, because it is away and means of exceeding
exaltation and honour of the Lord Jesus, whom their souls do love. Being once brought to an
acquaintance with Jesus Christ, their hearts desire nothing more than that he may be honoured and
glorified to the utmost, and in al things have the pre-eminence. Now, what can more tend to the
advancing and honouring of himin our hearts, than to know that heis made of God unto us*wisdom
and righteousness?’ 1 Cor. i. 30. Not that heisthis or that part of our acceptation with God; but he
isal, — heisthewhole. They know that on the account of hisworking out their acceptation with
God, heis, —

[1.] Honoured of God his Father. Phil. ii. 7-11, “He made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also has highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” Whether that word “wherefore” denotes aconnection of causality or only aconsequence,
thisisevident, that on the account of his suffering, and asthe end of it, he was honoured and exalted
of God to an unspeakable pre-eminence, dignity, and authority; according as God had promised
him on the same account, Isa. liii. 11, 12; Actsii. 36, v. 30, 31. And thereforeit is said, that when
“he had by himself purged our sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Mgjesty on high,” Heb. i.
3.

[2.] Heison this account honoured of all the angelsin heaven, even because of this great work
of bringing sinners unto God; for they do not only bow down and desire to look into the mystery
of thecross, 1 Pet. i. 12, but worship and praise him always on thisaccount: Rev. v. 11-14, “| heard
the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the living creatures and the elders: and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven and earth,
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and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and al that are in them, heard | saying, Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever. And the living creatures said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.” The reason given of this glorious and wonderful
doxology, this attribution of honour and glory to Jesus Christ by the whole host of heaven, is,
because he was the Lamb that was dlain; that is, because of the work of our redemption and our
bringing unto God. And it isnot alittle refreshment and rejoicing to the souls of the saints, to know
that all the angels of God, the whole host of heaven, which never sinned, do yet continually rejoice
and ascribe praise and honour to the Lord Jesus, for his bringing them to peace and favour with
God.

[3.] Heis honoured by his saints al the world over; and indeed, if they do not, who should? If
they honour him not as they honour the Father, they are, of al men, the most unworthy. But see
what they do, Rev. i. 5, 6, “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsin his own blood,
and has made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.” Chap. v. 8-10, “The four living creatures and four and twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the
prayers of saints. And they sung anew song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast dlain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and
we shall reign on the earth.” The great, solemn worship of the Christian church consists in this
assignation of honour and glory to the Lord Jesus:. therefore do they love him, honour him, delight
in him; as Paul, Phil. iii. 8; and so the spouse, Cant. v. 9-16. And thisis on this account, —

(6.) They cordially approve of thisrighteousness, thisway of acceptation, as that which brings
glory to God as such. When they were labouring under the guilt of sin, that which did most of all
perplex their souls was, that their safety was inconsistent with the glory and honour of the great
God, — with hisjustice, faithfulness, and truth, all which were engaged for the destruction of sin;
and how to come off from ruin without the loss of their honour [i. e., the honour of the
fore-mentioned attributes] they saw not. But now by the revelation of this righteousness from faith
to faith, they plainly see that al the properties of God are exceedingly glorified in the pardon,
justification, and acceptance of poor sinners; as before was manifested.

And thisisthe first way whereby the saints hold daily communion with the Lord Jesusin this
purchased grace of acceptation with God: they consider, approve of, and rejoicein, the way, means,
and thing itself.

2. They make an actual commutation with the Lord Jesus asto their sinsand his righteousness.
Of thisthere are also sundry parts.—

(1.) They continually keep alive upon their hearts a sense of the guilt and evil of sin; even then
when they are under some comfortable persuasions of their personal acceptance with God. Sense
of pardon takes away the horror and fear, but not a due sense of the guilt of sin. It is the daily
exercise of the saints of God, to consider the great provocation that isin sin, — their sins, the sin
of their nature and lives; to render themselvesvilein their own hearts and thoughts on that account;
to compare it with the terror of the Lord; and to judge themselves continually. This they do in
generd. “My sinisever beforeme,” says David. They set sin before them, not to terrify and affright
their souls with it, but that a due sense of the evil of it may be kept alive upon their hearts.
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(2.) They gather up in their thoughtsthe sinsfor which they have not made a particular reckoning
with God in Chrigt; or if they have begun so to do, yet they have not made clear work of it, nor
come to aclear and comfortable issue. There is nothing more dreadful than for aman to be able to
digest his convictions, — to have sin look him in the face, and speak perhaps some words of terror
to him, and to be able, by any charms of diversions or delays, to put it off, without coming to afull
trial asto state and condition in reference thereunto. This the saints do:— they gather up their sins,
lay them in the balance of the law, see and consider their weight and desert; and then, —

(3.) They make this commutation | speak of with Jesus Christ; that is, —

[1.] They seriously consider, and by faith conquer, al objections to the contrary, that Jesus
Christ, by the will and appointment of the Father, has really undergone the punishment that was
due to those sins that lie now under his eye and consideration, Isa. liii. 6; 2 Cor. v. 21. He has as
certainly and really answered the justice of God for them as, if he himself (the sinner) should at
that instant be cast into hell, he could do.

[2.] They hearken to the voice of Christ calling them to him with their burden, “ Come unto me,
al ye that are weary and heavy laden;” — “Come with your burdens; come, thou poor soul, with
thy guilt of sin.” Why?what to do?“Why, thisis mine,” saith Christ; “this agreement | made with
my Father, that | should come, and take thy sins, and bear them away: they were my lot. Give me
thy burden, give me all thy sins. Thou knowest not what to do with them; | know how to dispose
of them well enough, so that God shall be glorified, and thy soul delivered.” Hereupon, —

[3.] They lay down their sinsat the cross of Christ, upon his shoulders. Thisisfaith’sgreat and
bold venture upon the grace, faithfulness, and truth of God, to stand by the cross and say, “Ah! he
is bruised for my sins, and wounded for my transgressions, and the chastisement of my peace is
upon him. He is thus made sin for me. Here | give up my sinsto him that is able to bear them, to
undergo them. He requires it of my hands, that | should be content that he should undertake for
them; and that | heartily consent unto.” Thisis every day’s work; | know not how any peace can
be maintained with God without it. If it be the work of soulsto receive Christ, as made sin for us,
we must receive him as one that takes our sins upon him. Not as though he died any more, or
suffered any more; but as the faith of the saints of old made that present and done before their eyes
[which had] not yet come to pass, Heb. xi. 1, so faith now makes that present which was
accomplished and past many generations ago. Thisit isto know Christ crucified.

[4.] Having thus by faith given up their sins to Christ, and seen God laying them all on him,
they draw nigh, and take from him that righteousness which he haswrought out for them; so fulfilling
the whole of that of the apostle, 2 Cor. v. 21, “He was made sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” They consider him tendering himself and his righteousness, to be
their righteousness before God; they take it, and accept of it, and complete this blessed bartering
and exchange of faith. Anger, curse, wrath, death, sin as to its guilt, he took it all and takes it all
away. With him weleave whatever of this nature belongsto us; and from him wereceivelove, life,
righteousness, and peace.

Objection. But it may be said, “ Surely this course of procedure can never be acceptabl e to Jesus
Christ. What! shall we daily come to him with our filth, our guilt, our sins? May he not, will he
not, bid us keep them to ourselves? they are our own. Shall we be always giving sins, and taking
righteousness?’

Answer. There is not any thing that Jesus Christ is more delighted with, than that his saints
should always hold communion with him as to this business of giving and receiving. For, —
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1. This exceedingly honours him, and gives him the glory that is his due. Many, indeed, cry
“Lord, Lord,” and make mention of him, but honour him not at all. How so? They take his work
out of his hands, and ascribe it unto other things; their repentance, their duties, shall bear their
iniquities. They do not say so; but they do so. The commutation they make, if they make any, itis
with themselves. All their bartering about sin isin and with their own souls. The work that Christ
cameto do in the world, was to “bear our iniquities,” and lay down hislife aransom for our sins.
The cup he had to drink of wasfilled with our sins, asto the punishment due to them. What greater
dishonour, then, can be done to the Lord Jesus, than to ascribe this work to any thing else, — to
think to get rid of our sins [by] any other way or means? Herein, then, | say, is Christ honoured
indeed, when we go to him with our sins by faith, and say unto him, “Lord, thisis thy work; this
is that for which thou camest into the world; thisis that thou hast undertaken to do. Thou callest
for my burden, which is too heavy for me to bear; take it, blessed Redeemer Thou tenderest thy
righteousness; that ismy portion.” Then is Christ honoured, then isthe glory of mediation ascribed
to him, when we walk with him in this communion.

2. This exceedingly endears the souls of the saints to him, and constrains them to put a due
valuation upon him, hislove, his righteousness, and grace. When they find, and have the daily use
of it, then they do it. Who would not love him? “| have been with the Lord Jesus,” may the poor
soul say: “I have left my sins, my burden, with him; and he has given me his righteousness,
wherewith | am going with boldness to God. | was dead, and am alive; for he died for me: | was
cursed, and am blessed; for he was made a curse for me: | was troubled, but have peace; for the
chastisement of my peace was upon him. | knew not what to do, nor whither to cause any sorrow
to go; by him have | received joy unspeakable and glorious. If | do not love him, delight in him,
obey him, liveto him, diefor him, | am worse than the devilsin hell.” Now the great aim of Christ
intheworld is, to have ahigh place and esteem in the hearts of his people; to have there, as he has
in himself, the pre-eminence in al things, — not to be jostled up and down among other things, —
to be all, and in al. And thus are the saints of God prepared to esteem him, upon the engaging
themselves to this communion with him.

Obj. Yea, hut you will say, “If this be so, what heed we to repent or amend our ways? it is but
going to Christ by faith, making this exchange with him: and so we may sin, that grace may abound.”

Ans. | judge no man’s person; but this | must needs say, that | do not understand how a man
that takes this objection in cold blood, not under atemptation or accidental darkness, can have any
true or rea acquaintance with Jesus Christ: however, this| am certain of, that this communion in
itself produces quite other effects than those supposed. For, —

1. For repentance; it is, | suppose, a gospel repentance that is intended. For a legal, bondage
repentance, full of dread, amazement, terror, self-love, astonishment at the presence of God, |
confess this communion takes it away, prevents it, casts it out, with its bondage and fear; but for
gospd repentance, whose nature consistsin godly sorrow for sin, with its relinquishment, proceeding
from faith, love, and abhorrence of sin, on accounts of Father, Son, and Spirit, both law and love,
— that this should be hindered by this communion, is not possible. | told you that the foundation
of this communion is laid in a deep, serious, daily consideration of sin, its guilt, vileness, and
abomination, and our own vileness on that account; that a sense hereof is to be kept alive in and
upon the heart of every one that will enjoy this communion with Christ: without it Christ is of no
value nor esteem to him. Now, isit possible that aman should daily fill his heart with the thoughts
of thevileness of sin, on all considerations whatever, — of law, love, grace, gospel, life, and death,
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— and befilled with self-abhorrency on this account, and yet be a stranger to godly sorrow? Here
isthe mistake, — the foundation of thiscommunionislaidinthat which they supposeit overthrows.

2. But what shall we say for obedience? “ If Christ be so glorified and honoured by taking our
sins, the more we bring to him, the more will he be glorified.” A man could not suppose that this
objection would be made, but that the Holy Ghost, who knows what is in man and his heart, has
made it for them, and in their name, Rom. vi. 1-3. The very same doctrine that | have insisted on
being delivered, chap. v. 18-20, the same objection is made to it: and for those who think it may
have any weight, | refer them to the answer given in that chapter by the apostle; as also to what
was said before to the necessity of our obedience, notwithstanding the imputation of the righteousness
of Christ.

But you will say, “How should we address oursel vesto the performance of this duty?what path
arewetowak in?’

Faith exercisesitself in it, especially three ways.—

(1) In meditations. The heart goes over, in its own thoughts, the part above insisted on,
sometimes severally, sometimes jointly, sometimes fixing primarily on one thing, sometimes on
another, and sometimes going over the whole. At one time, perhaps, the soul is most upon
consideration of itsown sinfulness, and filling itself with shame and self-abhorrency on that account;
sometimes it is filled with the thoughts of the righteousness of Christ, and with joy unspeakable
and glorious on that account. Especially on great occasions, when grieved and burdened by
negligence, or eruption of corruption, then the soul goes over the whole work, and so drivesthings
to an issue with God, and takes up the peace that Christ has wrought out for him.

(2.) In considering and inquiring into the promises of the gospel, which hold out al these
things.— the excellency, fulness, and suitableness of the righteousness of Christ, the rejection of
all false righteousness, and the commutation made in the love of God; which wasformerly insisted
on.

(3.) In prayer. Herein do their souls go through thiswork day by day; and this communion have
all the saintswith the L ord Jesus, asto their acceptation with God: which wasthefirst thing proposed
to consideration.

Chapter 9.

Of communion with Christ in holiness— The several acts ascribed unto the Lord Christ herein: 1.
Hisintercession; 2. Sending of the Spirit; 3. Bestows habitual grace — What that is, and wherein
it consists — This purchased by Christ; bestowed by him — Of actual grace — How the saints
hold communion with Christ in these things; manifested in sundry particulars.

I1. Our communion with the Lord Jesus asto that grace of sanctification and purification whereof
we have made mention, in the several distinctions and degrees thereof, formerly, is neatly to be
considered. And herein the former method must be observed; and we must show, — 1. What are
the peculiar actings of the Lord Christ as to this communion; and, 2. What is the duty of the saints
herein. Thesumis, — How we hold communion with Christ in holiness, aswell asin righteousness;
and that very briefly:—
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1. There are several acts ascribed unto the Lord Jesus in reference to this particular; as, —

(1.) Hisinterceding with the Father, by virtue of his oblation in the behalf of his, that he would
bestow the Holy Spirit on them. Here | choose to enter, because of the oblation of Christ itself |
have spoken before; otherwise, every thing is to be run up to that head, that source and spring.
There lies the foundation of all spiritual mercies whatever; as afterward also shall be manifested.
Now the Spirit, as unto us a Spirit of grace, holiness, and consolation, is of the purchase of Christ.
It is upon the matter, the great promise of the new covenant, Ezek. xi. 19, “I will put a new spirit
within you;” so also, chap. xxxvi. 27; Jer. xxxii. 39, 40; and in sundry other places, whereof
afterward. Christ isthe mediator and “ surety of this new covenant.” Heb. vii. 22, “ Jesus was made
surety of abetter testament,” or rather covenant; — atestament needs no surety. Heisthe undertaker
on the part of God and man aso: of man, to give satisfaction; of God, to bestow the whole grace
of the promise; as chap. ix. 15, “For this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of transgressionsthat were under thefirst testament, they which
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.” He both satisfied for sin and procured
the promise. He procures al the love and kindness which are the fruits of the covenant, being
himself the original promise thereof, Gen. iii. 15; the whole being so “ordered in al things, and
made sure,” 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, that the residue of its effects should all be derived from him, depend
upon him, and be procured by him, — “that he in all things might have the pre-eminence,” Col. i.
18; according to the compact and agreement made with him, Isa. liii. 12. They are all the purchase
of his blood; and therefore the Spirit also, as promised in that covenant, 1 Cor. i. 30. Now, the
wholefruit and purchase of his death is made out from the Father upon hisintercession. This (John
xiv. 16-18) he promiseth his disciples, that he will pursue the work which he hasin hand in their
behalf, and intercede with the Father for the Spirit, as a fruit of his purchase. Therefore he tells
them that he will not pray the Father for hislove unto them, because the eternal love of the Father
isnot thefruit but the fountain of his purchase: but the Spirit, that isafruit; “ That,” saith he, “I will
pray the Father for,” etc. And what Christ asketh the Father as mediator to bestow on us, that is
part of his purchase, being promised unto him, upon his undertaking to do the will of God. And
thisisthefirst thing that isto be considered in the Lord Jesus, as to the communication of the Spirit
of sanctification and purification, the first thing to be considered in this our communion with him,
— he intercedes with his Father, that he may be bestowed on us as a fruit of his death and blood
shed in our behalf. Thisistherelation of the Spirit of holiness, as bestowed on us, unto the mediation
of Christ. Heisthe great foundation of the covenant of grace; being himself everlastingly destinated
and freely given to make apurchase of all the good thingsthereof. Receiving, according to promise,
the Holy Ghost, Actsii. 33, he sheds him abroad on his own. Thisfaith considers, fixes on, dwells
upon. For, —

(2.) His prayer being granted, as the Father “hears him always,” he actually sends his Spirit
into the hearts of his saints, there to dwell in his stead, and to do all things for them and in them
which he himself has to do. This, secondly, isthe Lord Christ by faith to be eyed in; and that not
only in respect of the first enduing of our hearts with his Holy Spirit, but also of the continual
supplies of it, drawing forth and exciting more effectual operations and acting of that indwelling
Spirit. Hence, though (John xiv. 16) he says the Father will give them the Comforter, because the
original and sovereign dispensationisin hishand, and it is by him made out, upon the intercession
of Christ; yet, not being bestowed immediately on us, but, asit were, given into the hand of Christ
for us, he affirms that (asto actual collation or bestowing) he sends him himself; chap. xv. 26, “I
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will send the Comforter to you, from the Father.” He receives him from his Father, and actually
sends him unto his saints. So, chap. xvi. 7, “I will send him.” And, verses 14, 15, he manifests how
he will send him. He will furnish him with that which is his to bestow upon them: “He shall take
of mine (of that which is properly and peculiarly so, — mine, as mediator, — the fruit of my life
and death unto holiness), and give it unto you.” But of these things more afterward. This, then, is
the second thing that the Lord Christ does, and which is to be eyed in him:— He sends his Holy
Spirit into our hearts; which isthe efficient cause of all holiness and sanctification, — quickening,
enlightening, purifying the souls of his saints. How our union with him, with all the benefit thereon
depending, floweth from this his communication of the Spirit unto us, to abide with us, and to dwell
inus, | have at large elsewhere declared; where also this whole matter is more fully opened. And
thisisto be considered in him by faith, in reference to the Spirit itself.

(3.) Thereisthat which we call habitual grace; that is, the fruits of the Spirit, — the spirit which
isborn of the Spirit, John iii. 6. That which isborn of, or produced by, the Holy Ghost, in the heart
or soul of aman when heisregenerate, that which makes him so, is spirit; in opposition to the flesh,
or that enmity which isin us by nature against God. It isfaith, love, joy, hope, and the rest of the
graces of the gospel, in their root or common principle, concerning which these two things are to
be observed:—

[1.] That though many particular graces are mentioned, yet there are not different habits or
gualities in us, — not several or distinct principles to answer them; but only the same habit or
spiritual principle putting forth itself in various operations or ways of working, according to the
variety of the objects which it goes forth unto, is their common principle: so that it is called and
distinguished, as above, rather in respect of actual exercise, with relation to its objects, than habitual
inherence; it being one root which has these many branches.

[2.] Thisis that which | intend by this habit of grace, — a new, gracious, spiritua life, or
principle, created, and bestowed on the soul, whereby it ischanged in all itsfaculties and affections,
fitted and enabled to go forth in the way of obedience unto every divine object that is proposed
unto it, according to the mind of God. For instance, the mind can discern of spiritual thingsin a
spiritual manner; and therein it is light, illumination. The whole soul closes with Christ, as held
forth in the promises of the gospel for righteousness and salvation: that is faith; which being the
main and principal work of it, it often gives denomination unto the whole. So when it restsin God,
in Christ, with delight, desire, and complacency, it iscalled love; being, indeed, the principle suiting
all thefaculties of our soulsfor spiritual and living operations, according to their natural use. Now
it differs, —

1st. From the Spirit dwelling in the saints; for it is a created quality. The Spirit dwellsin us as
afreeagent in aholy habitation. Thisgrace, asaquality, remainsin us, asin itsown proper subject,
that has not any subsistence but therein, and is capable of being intended or restrained under great
variety of degrees.

2dly. From actual grace, which istransient; this making its residence in the soul. Actual grace
isanillapse of divineinfluence and assistance, working in and by the soul any spiritual act or duty
whatsoever, without any pre-existence unto that act or continuance after it, “God working in us,
both to will and to do.” But this habitual grace is always resident in us, causing the soul to be a
meet principlefor all those holy and spiritual operationswhich by actual grace areto be performed.
And, —
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3dly. It is capable of augmentation and diminution, as was said. In some it is more large and
more effectual than in others; yea, in some persons, more at one time than another. Hence are those
dyings, decays, ruins, recoveries, complaints, and rejoicings, whereof so frequent mention is made
in the Scripture.

These things being premised as to the nature of it, let us now consider what we are to eyein
the Lord Jesus in reference thereunto, to make an entrance into our communion with him therein,
as things by him or on his part performed:—

As | said of the Spirit, so, in the first place, | say of this, it is of the purchase of Christ, and is
so to be looked on. “It isgiven unto usfor his saketo believe on him,” Phil. i. 29. The Lord, on the
behalf of Christ, for his sake, because it is purchased and procured by him for us, bestows faith,
and (by samerule) all grace upon us. “We are blessed with all spiritual blessingsin heavenly places
inhim,” Eph.i. 3.“Inhim;” that is, in and through his mediation for us. His oblation and intercession
lie at the bottom of this dispensation. Were not grace by them procured, it would never by any one
soul beenjoyed. All graceisfrom thisfountain. In our receiving it from Christ, we must still consider
what it cost him. Want of this weakens faith in its proper workings. His whole intercession is
founded on hisoblation, 1 Johnii. 1, 2. What he purchased by his death, that — nor more nor less,
as has been often said — he intercedeth may be bestowed. And he praysthat all his saints may have
this grace whereof we speak, John xvii. 17. Did we continually consider all grace asthe fruit of the
purchase of Christ, it would be an exceeding endearment on our spirits: nor can we without this
consideration, according to the tenor of the gospel, ask or expect any grace. It is no prejudice to
the free grace of the Father, to look on any thing as the purchase of the Son; it was from that grace
that he made that purchase: and in the receiving of grace from God, we have not communion with
Christ, who is yet the treasury and storehouse of it, unless we look upon it as his purchase. He has
obtained that we should be sanctified throughout, havelifein us, be humble, holy, believing, dividing
the spoil with the mighty, by destroying the works of the devil in us.

Secondly. The Lord Christ does actually communicate this grace unto his saints, and bestows
it on them: “Of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace,” Johni. 16. For, —

(1st.) The Father actualy invests him with all the grace whereof, by compact and agreement,
he has made a purchase (as he received the promise of the Spirit); which isall that is of use for the
bringing his many sonsto glory. “It pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell,” Cal.
i. 19, — that he should be invested with afulness of that grace which is needful for hispeople. This
himself calls the “power of giving eterna life to his elect,” John xvii. 2; which power is not only
his ability to do it, but also his right to do it. Hence this delivering of al things unto him by his
Father, he lays as the bottom of his inviting sinners unto him for refreshment: “All things are
delivered unto me of my Father,” Matt. xi. 27. “Come unto me, al that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will giveyou rest,” verse 28. This being the covenant of the Father with him, and his promise
unto him, that upon the making * his soul an offering for sin, he should see his seed, and the pleasure
of the Lorp should prosper in his hand,” Isa. liii. 10, in the verses following, the “pouring out of
his soul unto death, and bearing the sins of many,” is laid as the bottom and procuring cause of
these things.— 1. Of justification: “By his knowledge he shall justify many.” 2. Of sanctification;
in “destroying the works of the devil,” verses 11, 12. Thus comes our merciful high priest to be the
great possessor of all grace, that he may give out to us according to his own pleasure, quickening
whom he will. He has it in him really as our head, in that he received not that Spirit by measure
(Johniii. 34) which isthe bond of union between him and us, 1 Cor. vi. 17; whereby holding him,
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the head, we are filled with his fulness, Eph. i. 22, 23; Cal. i. 19. He has it as a common person,
intrusted with it in our behalf, Rom. v. 14-17. “The last Adam is made” unto us “a quickening
Spirit,” 1 Cor. xv. 45. Heis also atreasury of this grace in amoral and law sense: not only as “it
pleased the Father that in him should all fulnessdwell,” Cal. i. 19; but also becausein hismediation,
as has been declared, is founded the whole dispensation of grace.

(2dly.) Being thus actually vested with this power, and privilege, and fulness, he designs the
Spirit to take of this fulness, and to give it unto us. “He shall take of mine, and shall show it unto
you,” John xvi. 15. The Spirit takes of that fulness that isin Christ, and in the name of the Lord
Jesus bestows it actually on them for whose sanctification he is sent. Concerning the manner and
almighty efficacy of the Spirit of grace whereby thisis done (I mean this actual collation of grace
upon his peculiar ones), more will be spoken afterward.

(3dly.) For actual grace, or that influence or power whereby the saints are enabled to perform
particular duties according to the mind of God, there is not any need of farther enlargement about
it. What concerns our communion with the Lord Christ therein, holds proportion with what was
spoken before.

There remaineth only one thing more to be observed concerning those things whereof mention
has been made, and | proceed to the way whereby we carry on communion with the Lord Jesusin
all these; and that is, that these things may be considered two ways.— 1. In respect of their first
collation, or bestowing on the soul. 2. In respect of their continuance and increase, as unto the
degrees of them.

In the first sense, asto the real communicating of the Spirit of grace unto the soul, so raising it
from death unto life, the saints have no kind of communion with Christ therein but only what
consistsin a passive reception of that life-giving, quickening Spirit and power. They are but asthe
dead bonesin the prophet; the wind blows on them, and they live; — asLazarusin the grave; Christ
calls, and they come forth, the call being accompanied with life and power. This, then, is not that
whereof particularly | speak; but it is the second, in respect of farther efficacy of the Spirit and
increase of grace, both habitual and actual, whereby we become more holy, and to be more powerful
in walking with God, — have morefruit in obedience and success against temptations. And in this,

2. They hold communion with the Lord Christ. And wherein and how they do it, shall now be
declared.

They continually eyethe Lord Jesus asthe great Joseph, that hasthe disposal of all the granaries
of the kingdom of heaven committed unto him; as onein whom it has pleased the Father to gather
al things unto a head, Eph. i. 10, that from him all things might be dispensed unto them. All
treasures, al fulness, the Spirit not by measure, are in him. And this fulness in this Joseph, in
reference to their condition, they eye in these three particulars.—

(1.) In the preparation unto the dispensation mentioned, in the expiating, purging, purifying
efficacy of hisblood. It was a sacrifice not only of atonement, as offered, but also of purification,
as poured out. This the apostle eminently sets forth, Heb. ix. 13, 14, “For if the blood of bulls and
of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?’ This blood of his
is that which answers all typical institutions for carnal purification; and therefore has a
spiritually-purifying, cleansing, sanctifying virtue in itself, as offered and poured out. Hence it is
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called, “A fountain for sin and for uncleanness,” Zech. xiii. 1; that is, for their washing and taking
away; — “A fountain opened;” ready prepared, virtuous, efficacious in itself, before any be put
into it; because poured out, instituted, appointed to that purpose. The saints see that in themselves
they are still exceedingly defiled; and, indeed, to have a sight of the defilements of sin is a more
spiritual discovery than to have only a sense of the guilt of sin. Thisfollows every conviction, and
IS commensurate unto it; that, usually only such as reveal the purity and holiness of God and all
his ways. Hereupon they cry with shame, within themselves, “Unclean, unclean,” unclean in their
natures, unclean in their persons, unclean in their conversations; all rolled in the blood of their
defilements; their hearts by nature avery sink, and their lives adung hill. They know, also, that no
unclean thing shall enter into the kingdom of God, or have place in the new Jerusalem; that God
isof purer eyesthan to behold iniquity. They cannot endure to look on themselves; and how shall
they dare to appear in his presence? What remedies shall they now use? “Though they wash
themselves with nitre, and take them much soap, yet their iniquity will continue marked,” Jer. ii.
22. Wherewith, then, shall they come before the Lord? For the removal of this, | say, they ook, in
thefirst place, to the purifying virtue of the blood of Christ, which is able to cleanse them from all
their sins, 1 Johni. 7; being the spring from whence floweth all the purifying virtue, which in the
issue will take away all their spots and stains, “make them holy and without blemish, and in the
end present them glorious unto himself,” Eph. v. 26, 27. This they dwell upon with thoughts of
faith; they roll it in their minds and spirits. Here faith obtains new life, new vigour, when a sense
of vileness has even overwhelmed it. Here is a fountain opened: draw nigh, and see its beauty,
purity, and efficacy. Here is a foundation laid of that work whose accomplishment we long for.
One moment’ s communion with Christ by faith herein is more effectual to the purging of the soul,
to theincreasing of grace, than the utmost self-endeavours of athousand ages.

(2.) They eyethe blood of Christ asthe blood of sprinkling. Coming to “ Jesus, the mediator of
the new covenant,” they come to the “blood of sprinkling,” Heb. xii. 24. The dyeing of the blood
of Christ as shed will not of itself take away pollution. There is not only aiyatekyvoia, — a
“shedding of blood,” without which there is no remission, Heb. ix. 22; but there is also aipatog
pavtioudc, — a“ sprinkling of blood,” without which thereisno actual purification. Thisthe apostle
largely describes, Heb. ix. 19, “When Moses,” saith he, “had spoken every precept to al the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all the people, saying, Thisisthe blood of the testament
which God has enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled likewise with blood both the tabernacle,
and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood. It was
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these,” verses 19-23. He had formerly
compared the blood of Christ to the blood of sacrifices, as offered, in respect of the impetration
and the purchase it made; now he does it unto that blood as sprinkled, in respect of its application
unto purification and holiness. And hetellsushow this sprinkling was performed: it was by dipping
hyssop in the blood of the sacrifice, and so dashing it out upon the things and personsto be purified;
as the institution also was with the Pascha lamb, Exod. xii. 7. Hence, David, in a sense of the
pollution of sin, prays that he may be “purged with hyssop,” Ps. li. 7. For that this peculiarly
respected the uncleanness and defilement of sin, is evident, because there is no mention made, in
the institution of any sacrifice (after that of the lamb before mentioned), of sprinkling blood with
hyssop, but only in those which respected purification of uncleanness; as in the case of leprosy,
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Lev. xiv. 6; and al other defilements, Numb. xix. 18: which latter, indeed, is not of blood, but of
thewater of separation; thisalso being eminently typical of the blood of Christ, which isthefountain
for separation for uncleanness, Zech. xiii. 1. Now, this bunch of hyssop, wherein the blood of
purification was prepared for the sprinkling of the unclean, is (unto us) the free promises of Christ.
The cleansing virtue of the blood of Christ lies in the promises, as the blood of sacrificesin the
hyssop, ready to pass out unto them that draw nigh thereunto. Therefore the apostle argueth from
receiving of the promise unto universal holiness and purity: “Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God,” 2 Cor. vii. 1. This, then, the saints do.— they eye the blood of Christ asitisin
the promise, ready to issue out upon the soul, for the purification thereof; and thence is purging
and cleansing virtue to be communi cated unto them, and by the blood of Christ arethey to be purged
from all their sins, 1 Johni. 7. Thus far, as it were, this purifying blood, thus prepared and made
ready, isat some distanceto the soul. Though it be shed to this purpose, that it might purge, cleanse,
and sanctify, though it be taken up with the bunch of hyssop in the promises, yet the soul may not
partake of it. Wherefore, —

(3.) They look upon him as, in his own Spirit, he is the only dispenser of the Spirit and of all
grace of sanctification and holiness. They consider that upon his intercession it is granted to him
that he shall make effectual all the fruits of his purchase, to the sanctification, the purifying and
making gloriousin holiness, of hiswhole people. They know that thisisactually to be accomplished
by the Spirit, according to the innumerable promises given to that purpose. He is to sprinkle that
blood upon their souls; he isto create the holiness in them that they long after; he is to be himself
in them awell of water springing up to everlasting life. In this state they look to Jesus. here faith
fixesitself, in expectation of his giving out the Spirit for all these ends and purposes; mixing the
promises with faith, and so becoming actual partaker of al this grace. Thisistheir way, thistheir
communion with Christ; thisisthe life of faith, asto grace and holiness. Blessed isthe soul that is
exercised therein: “He shall be as atree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat comes, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in
the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit,” Jer. xvii. 8. Convinced persons who
know not Christ, nor the fellowship of his sufferings, would spin aholiness out of their own bowels;
they would work it out in their own strength. They begin it with trying endeavours; and follow it
with vows, duties, resolutions, engagements, sweating at it all the day long. Thusthey continue for
aseason, — their hypocrisy, for the most part, ending in apostasy. The saints of God do, inthevery
entrance of their walking with him, reckon upon it that they have a threefold want:— [1.] Of the
Spirit of holinessto dwell inthem. [2.] Of ahabit of holinessto be infused into them. [3.] Of actual
assistance to work all their works for them; and that if these should continue to be wanting, they
can never, with al their might, power, and endeavours, perform any one act of holiness before the
Lord. They know that of themselves they have no sufficiency, — that, without Christ they can do
nothing: therefore they look to him, who isintrusted with afulness of all these in their behalf; and
thereupon by faith derive from him an increase of that whereof they stand in need. Thus, | say,
have the saints communion with Christ, as to their sanctification and holiness. From him do they
receive the Spirit to dwell in them; from him the new principle of life, which isthe root of all their
obedience; from him have they actual assistance for every duty they are called unto. In waiting for,
expectation and receiving of these blessings, on the accounts before mentioned, do they spend their
lives and time with him. In vain is help looked for from other mountains; in vain do men spend
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their strength in following after righteousness, if this be wanting. Fix thy soul here; thou shalt not
tarry until thou be ashamed. Thisisthe way, the only way, to obtain full, effectual manifestations
of the Spirit’ sdwelling in us; to have our hearts purified, our consciences purged, our sinsmortified,
our graces increased, our souls made humble, holy, zealous, believing, — like to him; to have our
lives fruitful, our deaths comfortable. Let us herein abide, dyeing Christ by faith, to attain that
measure of conformity to him which is allotted unto us in this world, that when we shall see him
as heis, we may be like unto him.

Chapter 10.

Of communion with Christ in privileges — Of adoption; the nature of it, the consequences of it —
Peculiar privileges attending it; liberty, title, boldness, affliction — Communion with Christ hereby.

[11. THe third thing wherein we have communion with Christ, is grace of privilege before God;
| mean, as the third head of purchased grace. The privileges we enjoy by Christ are great and
innumerable; to insist on them in particular were work for a man’s whole life, not a design to be
wrapped up in afew sheets. | shall take a view of them only in the head, the spring and fountain
whence they all arise and flow, — thisis our adoption: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God,” 1
Johniii. 2. Thisisour great and fountain privilege. Whenceisit that we are so? It isfrom the love
of the Father. Verse 1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God!” But by whom immediately do we receive this honour? As many
as believe on Christ, he gives them this power, to become the sons of God, Johni. 12. Himself was
appointed to be the first-born among many brethren, Rom. viii. 29; and histaking usto be brethren,
Heb. ii. 11, makes us become the children of God. Now, that God is our Father, by being the Father
of Christ, and we his children by being the brethren of Christ, being the head and sum of all the
honour, privilege, right, and title we have, let us alittle consider the nature of that act whereby we
are invested with this state and title, — namely, our adoption.

Now, adoption is the authoritative tranglation of abeliever, by Jesus Christ, from the family of
the world and Satan into the family of God, with hisinvestiturein all the privileges and advantages
of that family.

To the compl ete adoption of any person, these five things are required:—

1. That he be actually, and of hisown right, of another family than that whereinto he is adopted.
He must be the son of one family or other, in hisown right, as all persons are.

2. That there be a family unto which of himself he has no right, whereinto he is to be grafted.
If aman comes into afamily upon a personal right, though originally at never so great a distance,
that man is not adopted. If a man of a most remote consanguinity do come into the inheritance of
any family by the death of the nearer heirs, though his right before were little better than nothing,
yet heisaborn son of that family, — he is not adopted. [In adoption] heis not to have the plea of
the most remote possibility of succession.

3. That there be an authoritative, legal trandation of him, by some that have power thereinto,
from one family into another. It was not, by the law of old, in the power of particular persons to
adopt when and whom they would. It was to be done by the authority of the sovereign power.
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4. That the adopted person be freed from all the obligations that be upon him unto the family
from whence he is tranglated; otherwise he can be no way useful or serviceable unto the family
whereinto he isingrafted. He cannot serve two masters, much less two fathers.

5. That, by virtue of his adoption, he be invested in al the rights, privileges, advantages, and
title to the whole inheritance, of the family into which he is adopted, in as full and ample manner
asif he had been born a son therein.

Now, all thesethingsand circumstances do concur and are found in the adoption of believers.—

1. They are, by their own original right, of another family than that whereinto they are adopted.
They are “by nature the children of wrath,” Eph. ii. 3, — sons of wrath, — of that family whose
inheritanceis“wrath,” called “the power of darkness,” Cal. i. 13; for from thence does God “trand ate
them into the kingdom of his dear Son.” Thisisthe family of the world and of Satan, of which by
nature believers are. Whatever isto be inherited in that family, — as wrath, curse, death, hell, —
they have aright thereunto. Neither can they of themselves, or by themselves, get free of thisfamily:
a strong man armed keeps them in subjection. Their natural estate is afamily condition, attended
with al the circumstances of afamily, — family duties and services, rights and titles, relations and
observances. They are of the black family of sin and Satan.

2. There is another family whereinto they are to be translated, and whereunto of themselves
they have neither right nor title. This is that family in heaven and earth which is called after the
name of Christ, Eph. iii. 15, — the great family of God. God has ahouse and family for hischildren;
of whom some he maintains on the riches of his grace, and some he entertains with the fulness of
his glory. Thisisthat house whereof the Lord Christ is the great dispenser, it having pleased the
Father to “gather together in one all things in him, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth, evenin him,” Eph. i. 10. Herein live al the sons and daughters of God, spending largely on
the riches of his grace. Unto thisfamily of themselves they have no right nor title; they are wholly
alienated from it, Eph. ii. 12, and can lay no claim to any thing in it. God driving fallen Adam out
of the garden, and shutting up al ways of return with a flaming sword, ready to cut him off if he
should attempt it, abundantly declaresthat he, and all in him, had lost all right of approaching unto
God in any family relation. Corrupted, cursed nature is not vested with the least right to any thing
of God. Therefore, —

3. They have an authoritative trangation from one of these families to another. It is not done
in a private, underhand way, but in the way of authority. Johni. 12, “Asmany as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God,” power or authority. Thisinvesting them with the
power, excellency, and light of the sons of God, is aforensical act, and has alegal proceeding in
it. It is called the “making us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saintsin light,” Col. i.
12; — ajudicial exalting us into membership in that family, where God is the Father, Christ the
elder brother, al saintsand angel s brethren and fellow-children, and theinheritance acrown immortal
and incorruptible, that fades not away.

Now, thisauthoritative trandlation of believersfrom one family into another consisteth of these
two parts.—

(1.) Aneffectual proclamation and declaration of such aperson’simmunity fromall obligations
to the former family, to which by nature he wasrelated. And this declaration has athreefold object:—

[1.] Angels. It is declared unto them; they are the sons of God. They are the sons of God, and
so of the family whereinto the adopted person is to be admitted; and therefore it concerns them to
know who are invested with the rights of that family, that they may discharge their duty towards
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them. Unto them, then, it is declared that believers are freed from the family of sin and hell, to
become fellow-sons and servants with them. And thisis done two ways.—

1st. Generaly, by the doctrine of the gospel. Eph. iii. 10, “Unto the principalities and powers
in heavenly places is made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.”

By the church is this wisdom made known to the angels, either as the doctrine of the gospel is
delivered unto it, or asit is gathered thereby. And what is this wisdom of God that is thus made
known to principalities and powers? It is, that “the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and of the same
body with us,” verse 6. The mystery of adopting sinners of the Gentiles, taking them from their
davery in the family of the world, that they might have a right of heirship, becoming sonsin the
family of God, isthiswisdom, thus made known. And how was it primitively made known? It was
“reveaed by the Spirit unto the prophets and apostles,” verse 5.

2dly. In particular, by immediate revel ation. When any particular soul isfreed from the family
of thisworld, it is revealed to the angels. “ Thereisjoy in the presence of the angels of God” (that
is, among the angels, and by them) “over one sinner that repenteth,” Luke xv. 10. Now, the angels
cannot of themselves absolutely know the true repentance of asinner initself; it isawork wrought
in that cabinet which none has akey unto but Jesus Christ; by himitisrevealed to the angels, when
the peculiar care and charge of such aoneiscommitted to them. These things have their transaction
before the angels, Luke xii. 8, 9. Christ owns the names of his brethren before the angels, Rev. iii.
5. When he gives them admittance into the family where they are, Heb. xii. 22, he declaresto them
that they are sons, that they may discharge their duty towards them, Heb. i. 14.

[2.] Itisdenounced in ajudicia way unto Satan, the great master of the family whereunto they
werein subjection. When the Lord Christ deliversasoul from under the power of that strong armed
one, he binds him, — ties him from the exercise of that power and dominion which before he had
over him. And by this means does he know that such aoneis delivered from hisfamily; and all his
future attempts upon him are encroaching upon the possession and inheritance of the Lord Christ.

[3.] Unto the conscience of the person adopted. The Spirit of Christ testifies to the heart and
conscience of a believer that he is freed from all engagements unto the family of Satan, and is
become the son of God, Rom. viii. 14, 15; and enables him to cry, “Abba, Father,” Gal. iv. 6. Of
the particulars of this testification of the Spirit, and of its absolving the soul from its old alliance,
| shall speak afterward. And herein consists the first thing mentioned.

(2.) Thereisan authoritative ingrafting of abeliever actually into thefamily of God, and investing
him with the whole right of sonship. Now this, as unto us, has sundry acts.—

[1.] The giving a believer a new name in awhite stone, Rev. ii. 17. They that are adopted are
to take new names; they change their namesthey had in their old families, to take the names of the
families whereinto they are trandated. This new nameis, “A child of God.” That isthe new name
given in adoption; and no man knoweth what isin that name, but only he that does receiveit. And
this new name is given and written in awhite stone; — that is the tessera of our admission into the
house of God. It is astone of judicial acquitment. Our adoption by the Spirit is bottomed on our
absolution in the blood of Jesus; and therefore isthe new namein the white stone privilege grounded
on discharge. The white stone quits the claim of the old family; the new name gives entrance to
the other.

[2.] Anenrolling of his name in the catalogue of the household of God, admitting him thereby
into fellowship therein. Thisis called the “writing of the house of Israel,” Ezek. xiii. 9; that is, the
roll wherein al the names of the Israel, the family of God, are written. God has a catalogue of his
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household; Christ knows his sheep by name. When God writeth up the people, he countsthat “this
man was bornin Zion,” Ps. Ixxxvii. 6. Thisis an extract of the Lamb’s book of life.

[3.] Testifying to his conscience his acceptation with God, enabling him to behave himself as
achild, Rom. viii. 15; Gal. iv. 5, 6.

4. The two last things required to adoption are, that the adopted person be freed from all
obligations to the family from whence he is trandated, and invested with the rights and privileges
of that whereinto he is translated. Now, because these two comprise the whole issue of adoption,
wherein the saints have communion with Christ, | shall handle them together, referring the
concernments of them unto these four heads.— (1.) Liberty. (2.) Title, or right. (3.) Boldness. (4.)
Correction. These are the four things, in reference to the family of the adopted person, that he does
receive by his adoption, wherein he holds communion with the Lord Jesus.—

(1.) Liberty. The Spirit of the Lord, that was upon the Lord Jesus, did anoint him to proclaim
liberty to the captives, Isa. Ixi. 1; and “where the Spirit of the Lord is” (that is, the Spirit of Chrigt,
given to us by him because we are sons), “there is liberty,” 2 Cor. iii. 17. All spiritua liberty is
from the Spirit of adoption; whatever else is pretended, is licentiousness. So the apostle argues,
Gal. iv. 6, 7, “He has sent forth his Spirit into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore ye are
no more servants,” no more in bondage, but have the liberty of sons. And this liberty respects, —

[1.] Inthefirst place, the family from whence the adopted person istrandated. It is his setting
freefrom all the obligations of that family. Now, in this sense, the liberty which the saints have by
adoption is either from that which isreal or that which is pretended:—

1st. That which is real respects a twofold issue of law and sin. The moral, unchangeable law
of God, and sin, being in conjunction, meeting with reference to any persons, has, and has had, a
twofold issue—

(1st.) Aneconomical institution of anew law of ordinances, keeping in bondage those to whom
it was given, Cal. ii. 14.

(2dly.) A natural (if | may so call it) pressing of those persons with its power and efficacy
against sin; whereof there are these parts.—

[1st.] Itsrigour and terror in commanding.

[2dly.] Itsimpossibility for accomplishment, and so insufficiency for its primitively appointed
end.

[3dly.] Theissuesof itstransgression; which are referred unto two heads.— 1. Curse. 2. Death.
| shall speak very briefly of these, because they are commonly handled, and granted by all.

2dly. That which is pretended, is the power of any whatever over the conscience, when once
made free by Christ:—

(1st.) Believers are freed from the instituted law of ordinances, which, upon the testimony of
the apostles, was a yoke which neither we nor our fathers (in the faith) could bear, Acts xv. 10;
wherefore Christ “blotted out this hand-writing of ordinances that was against them, which was
contrary to them, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross,” Coal. ii. 14: and thereupon the
apostle, after along dispute concerning the liberty that we have from that law, concludes with this
instruction: Gal. v. 1, “Stand fast in the liberty where with Christ has made us free.”

(2dly.) In reference so the moral law:—

[1st.] The first thing we have liberty from, is its rigour and terror in commanding. Heb. xii.
18-22, “We are not come to the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, to the
whirlwind, darkness, and tempest, to the sound of the trumpet, and the voice of words, which they
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that heard besought that they might hear it no more; but we are come to mount Sion,” etc. Asto
that administration of the law wherein it was given out with dread and terror, and so exacted its
obedience with rigour, we are freed from it, we are not called to that estate.

[2dly.] Itsimpossibility of accomplishment, and so insufficiency for its primitive end, by reason
of sin; or, we are freed from the law as the instrument of righteousness, since, by the impossibility
of its fulfilling as to us, it is become insufficient for any such purpose, Rom. viii. 2, 3; Gal. iii.
21-23. There being an impossibility of obtaining life by the law, we are exempted from it asto any
such end, and that by the righteousness of Christ, Rom. viii. 3.

[3dly.] From the issue of its transgression.—

First. Curse. There is a solemn curse inwrapping the whole wrath annexed to the law, with
reference to the transgression thereof; and from this are we wholly at liberty. Gal. iii. 13, “Christ
has redeemed us from the curse of the law by being made a curse for us.”

Secondly. Death, Heb. ii. 15; and therewith from Satan, Heb. ii. 14, Col. i. 13; and sin, Rom.
vi. 14, 1 Pet. i. 18; with the world, Gal. i. 4; with all the attendancies, advantages, and claims of
themall, Gal. iv. 3-5, Cal. ii. 20; without which we could not live one day.

That which is pretended and claimed by some (wherein in deed and in truth we were never in
bondage, but are hereby eminently set free), is the power of binding conscience by any laws and
constitutions not from God, Cal. ii. 20-22.

[2.] [In the second place,] there is aliberty in the family of God, as well as a liberty from the
family of Satan. Sonsarefree. Their obedienceisafree obedience; they havethe Spirit of the Lord:
and where he is, thereis liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. As a Spirit of adoption, he is opposed to the spirit
of bondage, Rom. viii. 15. Now, this liberty of our Father’s family, which we have as sons and
children, being adopted by Christ through the Spirit, is a spiritual largeness of heart, whereby the
children of God do freely, willingly, genuinely, without fear, terror, bondage, and constraint, go
forth unto all holy obedience in Christ.

| say, thisisour liberty in our Father’s family: what we have liberty from, has been already
declared.

There are Gibeonites outwardly attending the family of God, that do the service of his house
asthe drudgery of their lives. The principle they yield obedience upon, is a spirit of bondage unto
fear, Rom. viii. 15; the rule they do it by, isthe law in its dread and rigour, exacting it of them to
the utmost, without mercy and mitigation; the end they do it for, isto fly from the wrath to come,
to pacify conscience, and seek righteousness as it were by the works of the law. Thus servilely,
painfully, fruitlessly, they seek to serve their own conviction all their days.

The saints by adoption have alargeness of heart in all holy obedience. Saith David, “1 will walk
at liberty, for | seek thy precepts,” Ps. cxix. 45; Isa. Ixi. 1; Lukeiv. 18; Rom. viii. 2, 21; Gal. iv. 7,
v. 1, 13; Jamesi. 25; Johnviii. 32, 33, 36; Rom. vi. 18; 1 Pet. ii. 16. Now, thisamplitude, or son-like
freedom of the Spirit in obedience, consists in sundry things.—

1st. In the principles of all spiritual service; which are life and love; — the one respecting the
matter of their obedience, giving them power; the other respecting the manner of their obedience,
giving them joy and sweetnessin it:—

(1st.) It isfrom life; that gives them power as to the matter of obedience. Rom. viii. 2, “The
law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus sets them free from the law of sin and death.” It frees them,
it carries them out to all obedience freely; so that “they walk after the Spirit,” verse 1, that being
the principle of their workings. Gal. ii. 20, “ Christ liveth in me; and thelifewhich | now liveinthe
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flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God;” — “Thelife which | now livein the flesh (that is, the
obedience which | yield unto God whilst | am in the flesh), it is from a principle of life, Christ
living in me. There is, then, power for al living unto God, from Christ in them, the Spirit of life
from Christ carrying them out thereto. The fruits of a dead root are but dead excrescences; living
acts are from aprinciple of life.

Hence you may see the difference between the liberty that slaves assume, and the liberty which
isdueto children:—

[1st.] Slavestake liberty from duty; children have liberty in duty. Thereisnot agreater mistake
in the world, than that the liberty of sonsin the house of God consistsin this, — they can perform
duties, or take the freedom to omit them; they can serve in the family of God (that is, they think
they may if they will), and they can choose whether they will or no. This is a liberty stolen by
slaves, not aliberty given by the Spirit unto sons.

Theliberty of sonsisintheinward spiritual freedom of their hearts, naturally and kindly going
out in all the ways and worship of God. When they find themselves straitened and shut up in them,
they wrestle with God for enlargement, and are never contented with the doing of aduty, unlessit
be done asin Christ, with free, genuine, and enlarged hearts. The liberty that servants haveisfrom
duty; the liberty given to sonsisin duty.

[2dly.] Theliberty of Slaves or servantsis from mistaken, deceiving conclusions; the liberty of
sonsisfrom the power of theindwelling Spirit of grace. Or, theliberty of servantsisfrom outward,
dead conclusions; the liberty of sons, from an inward, living principle.

(2dly.) Love, asto the manner of their obedience, gives them delight and joy. John xiv. 15, “If
yelove me,” says Chrigt, “keep my commandments.” Love is the bottom of al their duties; hence
our Saviour resolvesal obedienceinto thelove of God and our neighbour; and Paul, upon the same
ground, tells us “that love is the fulfilling of the law,” Rom. xiii. 10. Where loveisin any duty, it
is complete in Christ. How often does David, even with admiration, express this principle of his
walking with God! “O,” saith he, “how I love thy commandments! “ This gives saints delight, that
the commandments of Christ are not grievous to them. Jacob’s hard service was not grievous to
him, because of his love to Rachel. No duty of a saint is grievous to him, because of his love to
Christ. They do from hence al things with delight and complacency. Hence do they long for
advantages of walking with God, — pant after more ability; and thisisagreat share of their son-like
freedom in obedience. It gives them joy init. 1 John iv. 18, “Thereis no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear.” When their soul is acted to obedience by love, it expels that fear which is
the issue of bondage upon the spirit. Now, when thereis a concurrence of thesetwo (lifeand love),
there is freedom, liberty, largeness of heart, exceedingly distanced from that strait and bandaged
frame which many walk in all their days, that know not the adoption of sons.

2dly. The object of their obedience is represented to them as desirable, whereas to othersit is
terrible. In al their approaches to God, they eye him as a Father; they call him Father, Gal. iv. 6,
not in the form of words, but in the spirit of sons. God in Christ is continually before them; not
only asone deserving al the honours and obedience which he requires, but also as one exceedingly
to be delighted in, as being all-sufficient to satisfy and satiate all the desires of the soul. When
others napkin their talents, as having to deal with an austere master, they draw out their strength
to the uttermost, as drawing nigh to a gracious rewarder. They go, from the principle of life and
love, to the bosom of aliving and loving Father; they do but return the strength they do receive
unto the fountain, unto the ocean.
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3dly. Their motive unto obedience is love, 2 Cor. v. 14. From an apprehension of love, they
are effectually carried out by love to give up themselves unto him who islove. What afreedom is
this! what alargeness of spirit isin them who walk according to thisrule! Darkness, fear, bondage,
conviction, hopes of righteousness, accompany others in their ways, the sons, by the Spirit of
adoption, havelight, love, with complacency, inal their walkingswith God. Theworldisauniversa
stranger unto the frame of children in their Father’s house.

4thly. The manner of their obedienceiswillingness. “ They yield themselves unto God, asthose
that are alive from the dead,” Rom. vi. 13; they yield themselves, — give up themselves willingly,
cheerfully, freely. “With my whole heart,” saith David. Rom. xii. 1, “They present themselves a
living sacrifice,” and awilling sacrifice.

5thly. The rule of their walking with God is the law of liberty, as divested of al its terrifying,
threatening, killing, condemning, cursing power; and rendered, in the blood of Jesus, sweet, tender,
useful, directing, — helpful as a rule of walking in the life they have received, not the way of
working for the life they have not. | might give more instances. These may suffice to manifest that
liberty of obedienceinthefamily of God which his sons and daughters have, that the poor convinced
Gibeonites are not acquainted withal.

(2.) The second thing which the children of God have by adoption istitle. They have title and
right to al the privileges and advantages of the family whereinto they are trandated. Thisis the
pre-eminence of the true sons of any family. The ground on which Sarah pleaded the g ection of
Ishmael was, that he was the son of the bond woman, Gen. xxi. 10, and so no genuine child of the
family; and therefore could have no right of heirship with Isaac. The apostle' sarguing is, “We are
no more servants, but sons; and if sons, then heirs,” Rom. viii. 14-17, — “then have we right and
title: and being not born hereunto (for by nature we are the children of wrath), we have this right
by our adoption.”

Now, the saints hereby have adoubleright andtitle: 1st. Proper and direct, in respect of spirituals.
2dly. Consequential, in respect of temporal:—

[1.] Thefirst, aso, or thetitle, as adopted sons, unto spirituals, is, in respect of the object of it,
twofold:— (1st.) Unto a present place, name, and room, in the house of God, and al the privileges
and administrations thereof (2dly.) To a future fulness of the great inheritance of glory, — of a
kingdom purchased for that whole family whereof they are by Jesus Christ:—

1st. They have atitle unto, and an interest in, the whole administration of the family of God
here.

The supreme administration of the house of God in the hand of the Lord Christ, as to the
ingtitution of ordinances and dispensation of the Spirit, to enliven and make effectual those
ordinances for the end of their ingtitution, is the prime notion of this administration. And hereof
they are the prime objects; al thisis for them, and exercised towards them. God has given Jesus
Christ to be the “head over all things unto the church, which is his body,” Eph. i. 22, 23: he has
made him the head over all these spiritual things, committed the authoritative administration of
them all unto him, to the use and behoof of the church; that is, thefamily of God. It isfor the benefit
and advantage of the many sons whom he will bring unto glory that he does all these things, Heb.
ii. 10; see Eph. iv. 8-13. The aim of the Lord Jesus in establishing gospel administrations, and
administrators, is“for the perfecting of the saints, the work of the ministry,” etc. All isfor then, all
isfor thefamily. Inthat isthe faithfulness of Christ exercised; heisfaithful in all the house of God,
Heb. iii. 2. Hence the apostle tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23, of al these gospel
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administrations and ordinances, they areal theirs, and al for them. What benefit soever redoundeth
to theworld by the things of the gospel (as much doesevery way), it isengaged for it to the children
of thisfamily. This, then, isthe aim and intendment of the Lord Christintheinstitution of all gospel
ordinances and administrations, — that they may be at use for the house and family of God, and
all his children and servants therein.

It istrue, the word is preached to all the world, to gather in the children of God' s purpose that
are scattered up and down in the world, and to leave the rest inexcusable; but the prime end and
aim of the Lord Christ thereby is, to gather in those heirs of salvation unto the enjoyment of that
feast of fat things which he has prepared for them in his house.

Again: they, and they only, have right and title to gospel administrations, and the privileges of
thefamily of God, asthey are held out in his church according to hismind. The churchisthe*house
of God,” 1 Tim. iii. 15; Heb. iii. 6; herein he kegps and maintains his whole family, ordering them
according to his mind and will. Now, who shall have any right in the house of God, but only his
children? Wewill not allow aright to any but our own children in our houses: will God, think you,
allow any right in his house but to his children? Isit meet, to “take the children’s bread and cast it
unto the dogs?’ We shall see that none but children have any right or title to the privileges and
advantages of the house of God, if we consider, —

(1st.) The nature of that house. It is made up of such persons as it is impossible that any but
adopted children should have right unto aplaceinit. It iscomposed of “living stones,” 1 Pet. ii. 5;
— a*“chosen generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy nation, apeculiar people,” verse 9; — “saints
and faithful in Christ Jesus,” Eph. i. 1, — “saints and faithful brethren,” Col. i. 2; — a people that
are “al righteous,” Isa. Ix. 21; and the whole fabric of it is glorious, chap. liv. 11-14, — the way
of the house is“away of holiness,” which the unclean shall not pass through, chap. xxxv. 8; yea,
expressly, they are the “sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty,” and they only, 2 Cor. vi. 17,
18; all othersare excluded, Rev. xxi. 27. It istrue that oftentimes, at unawares, other persons creep
into the great house of God; and so there becomein it “not only vessels of gold and silver, but also
of wood and of earth,” etc., 2 Tim. ii. 20; but they only creep in, as Jude speaks, verse 4, they have
no right nor titleto it.

(2dly.) The privileges of the house are such as they will not suit nor profit any other. To what
purposeisit to give food to a dead man? Will he grow strong by it? will he increase upon it? The
things of the family and house of God are food for living souls. Now, children only are alive, all
others are dead in trespasses and sins. What will outward signs avail, if life and power be away?
Look upon what particular you please of the saints' enjoyments in the family of God, you shall
find them all suited unto believers; and, being bestowed on the world, [they] would be a pearl in
the snout of aswine.

Itis, then, only the sons of the family that have thisright; they have fellowship with one another,
and that fellowship with the Father and the Son Jesus Christ; they set forth the Lord’ s death till he
come; they are intrusted with al the ordinances of the house, and the administration of them. And
who shall deny them the enjoyment of thisright, or keep them from what Christ has purchased for
them? And the Lord will in the end give them hearts everywhere to make use of thistitle accordingly,
and not to wander on the mountains, forgetting their resting-place.

2dly. They have atitle to the future fulness of the inheritance that is purchased for this whole
family by Jesus Christ. So the apostle argues, Rom. viii. 17, “If children, then heirs,” etc. All God’'s
children are“first-born,” Heb. xii. 23; and therefore are heirs: hence the whole weight of glory that
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isprepared for themis called theinheritance, Col. i. 12, “ The inheritance of the saintsin light.” “1f
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’ s seed, and heirs according to the promise,” Gal iii. 29. Heirs
of the promiseg; that is, of all things promised unto Abraham in and with Christ.

There are three things that in this regard the children of God are said to be heirs unto:—

(1st.) The promise; asin that place of Gal. iii. 29 and Heb. vi. 17. God shows to “the heirs of
the promise the immutability of his counsel;” as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are said to be “heirs
of the same promise,” Heb. xi. 9. God had from the foundation of the world made a most excellent
promise in Christ, containing a deliverance from al evil, and an engagement for the bestowing of
all good things upon them. It contains a deliverance from all the evil which the guilt of sin and
dominion of Satan had brought upon them, with an investiture of them in all spiritual blessingsin
heavenly thingsin Christ Jesus. Hence, Heb. ix. 15, the Holy Ghost callsit a“promise of the eternal
inheritance.” This, in thefirst place, are the adopted children of God heirs unto. Look, whatever is
in the promise which God made at the beginning to fallen man, and has since solemnly renewed
and confirmed by his oath; they are heirs of it, and are accepted in their claim for their inheritance
in the courts of heaven.

(2dly.) They are heirsof righteousness, Heb. xi. 7. Noah was an heir of the righteousnesswhich
is by faith; which Peter calls abeing “heir of the grace of life,” 1 Pet. iii. 7. And James puts both
these together, chap. ii. 5, “Heirs of the kingdom which God has promised;” that is, of the kingdom
of grace, and the righteousness thereof. And in this respect it is that the apostle tells us, Eph. i. 11,
that “we have obtained an inheritance;” which he also places with the righteousness of faith, Acts
xxvi. 18. Now, by thisrighteousness, grace, and inheritance, isnot only intended that righteousness
which we are here actually made partakers of, but also the end and accomplishment of that
righteousness in glory; which is also assured in the next place, —

(3dly.) They are “heirs of salvation,” Heb. i. 14, and “heirs according to the hope of eternal
life,” Tit. iii. 7; which Peter calls an “inheritance incorruptible,” 1 Pet. i. 4; and Paul, the “reward
of the inheritance,” Cal. iii. 24, — that is, the issue of the inheritance of light and holiness, which
they already enjoy. Thus, then, distinguish the full salvation by Christ into the foundation of it, the
promises; and the means of it, righteousness and holiness; and the end of it, eternal glory. The sons
of God leave aright and title to all, in that they are made heirs with Christ.

And thisis that which isthe main of the saints’ title and right, which they have by adoption;
which in sumis, that the Lord is their portion and inheritance, and they are the inheritance of the
Lord: and alarge portion it is that they have; the lines are fallen to them in a goodly place.

[2.] Besides this principal, the adopted sons of God have a second consequential right, — a
right unto the things of thisworld; that is, unto al the portions of it which God is pleased to intrust
them here withal. Christ isthe “heir of all things,” Heb. i. 2; al right and title to the things of the
creation was lost and forfeited by sin. The Lord, by his sovereignty, had made an original grant of
all things here below for man’ s use; he had appointed the residue of the works of his hands, in their
several stations, to be serviceabl e unto his behoof. Sin reversed thiswhole grant and institution, —
all thingswere set at liberty from this subjection unto him; yet that liberty, being a taking them off
from the end to which they were originally appointed, is a part of their vanity and curse. It is evil
to any thing to be laid aside as to the end to which it was primitively appointed. By this means the
whole creation is turned loose from any subordinate ruler; and man, having lost the whole title
whereby he held his dominion over and possession of the creatures, has not the least colour of
interest in any of them, nor can lay any claim unto them. But now the Lord, intending to take a
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portion to himself out of the lump of fallen mankind, whom he appointed heirs of salvation, he
does not immediately destroy the works of creation, but reservethem for their usein their pilgrimage.
To this end he invests the whole right and title of them in the second Adam, which the first had
lost; he appointshim “ heir of all things.” And thereupon his adopted ones, being “fellow-heirswith
Christ,” become also to have aright and title unto the things of this creation. To clear up thisright,
what it is, | must give some few observations.—

1st. Theright they haveis not astheright that Christ has; that is, sovereign and supreme, to do
what he will with his own; but theirs is subordinate, and such as that they must be accountable for
the use of those things whereunto they have aright and title. The right of Christ isthe right of the
Lord of the house; the right of the saintsis the right of servants.

2dly. That the whole number of the children of God have a right unto the whole earth, which
isthe Lord's, and the fulness thereof, in these two regards.—

(1st.) He who is the sovereign Lord of it does preserve it merely for their use, and upon their
account; all others whatever being maalee fidei possessores, invading a portion of the Lord’s
territories, without grant or leave from him.

(2dly.) In that Christ has promised to give them the kingdom and dominion of it, in such away
and manner asin his providence he shall dispose; that is, that the government of the earth shall be
exercised to their advantage.

3dly. Thisright isaspiritual right, which does not give a civil interest, but only sanctifies the
right and interest bestowed. God has providentially disposed of the civil bounds of the inheritance
of men, Acts xvii. 26, suffering the men of the world to enjoy a portion here, and that oftentimes
very full and plenteous; and that for his children’s sake, that those beasts of the forest, which are
made to be destroyed, may not break loose upon the whole possession. Hence, —

4thly. No one particular adopted person has any right, by virtue thereof, to any portion of earthly
things whereunto he has not right and title upon a civil interest, given him by the providence of
God. But, —

5thly. Thisthey have by their adoption; that, —

(1st.) Look, what portion soever God is pleased to give them, they have aright unto it, asit is
reinvested in Christ, and not as it lies wholly under the curse and vanity that is come upon the
creation by sin; and therefore can never be called unto an account for usurping that which they
have no right unto, as shall al the sons of men who violently grasp those things which God has set
at liberty from under their dominion because of sin.

(2dly.) By this their right, they are led unto a sanctified use of what thereby they do enjoy;
inasmuch as the things themselves are to them pledges of the Father’s love, washed in the blood
of Christ, and endearments upon their spiritsto live to his praise who gives them al things richly
to enjoy.

And thisis a second thing we have by our adoption; and hence | dare say of unbelievers, they
have no true right unto any thing, of what kind soever, that they do possess.

They have no true, unquestionable right, | say, even unto the temporal things they do possess;
it istrue they have a civil right in respect of others, but they have not a sanctified right in respect
of their own souls. They have aright and title that will hold plea in the courts of men, but not a
right that will hold in the court of God, and in their own conscience. It will one day be sad with
them, when they shall cometo give an account of their enjoyments. They shall not only be reckoned
withal for the abuse of that they have possessed, that they have not used and laid it out for the glory
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of him whose it is; but also, that they have even laid their hands upon the creatures of God, and
kept them from them for whose sakes alone they are preserved from destruction. When the God of
glory shall come home to any of them, either in their consciences here, or in the judgement that is
for to come, and speak with the terror of a revengeful judge, “I have suffered you to enjoy corn,
wine, and oil, — agreat portion of my creatures; you haverolled yourselvesin wealth and prosperity,
when the right heirs of these things lived poor, and low, and mean, at the next doors, — givein
now an answer what and how you have used these things. What have you laid out for the service
and advancement of the gospel ? What have you given unto them for whom nothing was provided?
what contribution have you made for the poor saints? Have you had aready hand, and willing mind,
to lay down all for my sake?’ when they shall be compelled to answer, as the truth is, “Lord, we
had, indeed, alarge portion in the world; but we took it to be our own, and thought we might have
done what we would with our own. We have ate the fat, and drank the sweet, and |eft the rest of
our substance for our babes. we have spent somewhat upon our lusts, somewhat upon our friends;
but the truth is, we cannot say that we made friends of this unrighteous mammon, — that we used
it to the advancement of the gospel, or for ministering unto thy poor saints. and now, behold, we
must die,” etc..— so also, when the Lord shall proceed farther, and question not only the use of
these things, but also their title to them, and tell them, “ The earth is mine, and the fulness thereof.
| did, indeed, make an original grant of these things to man; but that islost by sin: | have restored
it only for my saints. Why have you laid, then, your fingers of prey upon that which was not yours?
why have you compelled my creaturesto serveyou and your lusts, which | had set |oose from under
your dominion? Give me my flax, any wine, and wool; | will set you naked as in the day of your
birth, and revenge upon you your rapine, and unjust possession of that which was not yours.” — |
say, at such atime, what will men do?

(3) Boldnesswith God by Christ isanother privilege of our adoption. But hereof | have spoken
at large before, in treating of the excellency of Christ in respect of our approach to God by him; so
that | shall not reassume the consideration of it.

(4.) Affliction, also, as proceeding from love, asleading to spiritual advantages, as conforming
unto Christ, as sweetened with his presence, isthe privilege of children, Heb. xii. 3-6; but on these
particulars | must not insist.

This, | say, isthe head and source of al the privileges which Christ has purchased for us, wherein
also we have fellowship with him: fellowship in name; we are (as he is) sons of God: fellowship
in title and right; we are heirs, co-heirs with Christ: fellowship in likeness and conformity; we are
predestinated to be like the firstborn of the family: fellowship in honour; he is not ashamed to call
us brethren: fellowship in sufferings; he learned obedience by what he suffered, and every sonis
to be scourged that is received: fellowship in his kingdom; we shall reign with him. Of all which
| must speak peculiarly in another place, and so shall not here draw out the discourse concerning
them any farther.

Part 3. Of Communion with the Holy Ghost.
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Chapter 1.

The foundation of our communion with the Holy ghost (John xvi. 1-7) opened at large —
MapaxkAntog, a Comforter; who he is — The Holy Ghost; his own will in his coming to us; sent
also by Christ — The Spirit sent as a sanctifier and as a comforter — The adjuncts of his mission
considered — Thefoundation of hismission, John xv. 26 — His procession from the Father twofold;
as to personality, or to office — Things considerable in his procession as to office the manner of
his collation — He is given freely; sent authoritatively — The sin against the Holy ghost, whence
unpardonable — How we ask the Spirit of the Father — To grieve the Spirit, what — Poured out
— How the Holy Ghost is received; by faith— Faith’s acting in receiving the Holy Ghost — His
abode with us, how declared — How we may lose our comfort whilst the Comforter abides with
us.

Tre foundation of all our communion with the Holy Ghost consisting in hismission, or sending
to be our comforter, by Jesus Christ, the whole matter of that economy or dispensation isfirstly to
be proposed and considered, that so we may have aright understanding of the truth inquired after.
Now, the main promise hereof, and the chief considerations of it, with the good received and evil
prevented thereby, being given and declared in the beginning of the 16th chapter of John, | shall
take aview of the state of it as there proposed.

Our blessed Saviour being to leave the world, having acquainted his disciples, anong other
things, what entertainment in general they were like to find in it and meet withal, gives the reason
why he now gave them the doleful tidings of it, considering how sad and dispirited they were upon
the mention of his departure from them. Verse 1, “These things have | spoken unto you, that ye
should not be offended.” — “I have,” saith he, “given you an acquaintance with these things (that
is, the things which will come upon you, which you are to suffer) beforehand, lest you who, poor
souls! have entertained expectations of another state of affairs, should be surprised, so as to be
offended at me and my doctrine, and fall away from me. Y ou are now forewarned, and know what
you have to look for. Yea,” saith he, verse 2, “having acquainted you in general that you shall be
persecuted, | tell you plainly that there shall be a combination of all men against you, and all sorts
of men will put forth their power for your ruin.” — “They shall cast you out of the synagogues;
yea, the time comes that whosoever killeth you will think that he does God service.” — “The
ecclesiastical power shall excommunicate you, — they shall put you out of their synagogues. and
that you may not expect relief from the power of the magistrate against their perversity, they will
kill you: and that you may know that they will do it to the purpose, without check or control, they
will think that in killing you they do God good service; which will cause them to act rigorously,
and to the utmost.”

“But thisis a shaking trial,” might they reply: “is our condition such, that men, in killing us,
will think to approve their consciencesto God?” Y ea, they will,” saith our Saviour; “but yet, that
you be not mistaken, nor trouble your consciences about their confidences, know that their blind
and desperate ignorance is the cause of their fury and persuasion,” verse 3, “ These things will they
do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.”

This, then, was to be the state with the disciples. But why did our Saviour tell it them at this
season, to add fear and perplexities to their grief and sorrow? what advantage should they obtain
thereby? Saith their blessed Master, verse 4, “There are weighty reasonswhy | should tell you these

151


http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.16.xml#John.16.1
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.15.xml#John.15.26
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John..xml#John..
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.16.xml#John.16.1
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.16.xml#John.16.2
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.16.xml#John.16.3
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.John.16.xml#John.16.4

Of Communion with God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost John Owen

things, chiefly, that as you may be provided for them, so, when they do befall you, you may be
supported with the consideration of my Deity and omniscience, who told you all thesethingsbefore
they came to pass,” verse 4, “But these things have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye
may remember that | told you of them.” “But if they be so necessary, whence is it that thou hast
not acquainted us with it all thiswhile? why not in the beginning, — at our first calling?’ “Even,”
saith our Saviour, “because there was no need of any such thing; for whilst | was with you, you
had protection and direction at hand.” — “ * And these things | said not at the beginning, because
| was present with you:” but now the state of thingsis altered; | must leaveyou,” verse 4. “And for
your parts, so are you astonished with sorrow, that you do not ask me ‘whither | go;’ the consideration
whereof would certainly relieve you, seeing | go to take possession of my glory, and to carry on
the work of Your salvation: but your hearts are filled with sorrow and fears, and you do not so
much asinquire after relief,” verses 5, 6. Whereupon he adjoins that wonderful assertion, verse 7,
“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you.”

This verse, then, being the peculiar foundation of what shall afterward be declared, must
particularly be considered, as to the words of it and their interpretation; and that both with respect
to the preface of them and the asseveration in them, with the reason annexed thereunto.

1. The preface to them:—

(1.) The first word, &AAd, is an adversative, not excepting to any thing of what himself had
spoken before, but to their apprehension: “I know you have sad thoughts of these things; but yet,

nevertheless.”
(2.) Eyw thv aArfsiav Aéyw Ouiv, “1 tell you thetruth.” Thewords are exceedingly emphatical,
and denote some great thing to be ushered in by them. First, ‘Eyw, — “I tell it you, this that shall

now be spoken; | who love you, who take care of you, who am now about to lay down my life for
you; they are my dying words, that you may believe me; | who am truth itself, | tell you.” And, —

Eyw thv aAnBetav Aéyw, — “I tell you the truth.” “You have in your sad, misgiving hearts
many misapprehensions of things. You think if | would abide with you, all these evils might be
prevented; but, alas! you know not what isgood for you, nor what isexpedient. ‘| tell you thetruth;’
thisistruth itself; and quiet your heartsinit.” Thereisneed of agreat deal of evidence of truth, to
comfort their souls that are dejected and disconsolate under an apprehension of the absence of
Christ from them, be the apprehension true or false.

And thisisthe first part of the words of our Saviour, the preface to what he was to deliver to
them, by way of a weighty, convincing asseveration, to disentangle thereby the thoughts of his
disciples from prejudice, and to prepare them for the receiving of that great truth which he wasto

deliver.

2. The assertion itself follows: Zupgépet vuiv, iva éyw ané\bw, — It is expedient for you that
| go away.”

There are two things in the words.— Christ’s departure; and the usefulness of it to his
disciples—

For his departure, it is known what is intended by it; — the withdrawing his bodily presence
from the earth after his resurrection, the “heaven being to receive him, until the times of the
restitution of all things,” Actsiii. 21; for in respect of his Deity, and the exercise of love and care
towards them, he promised to be with them to the end of the world, Matt. xxviii. 20. Of this saith
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he, Tvugéper vuiv, — “It conduceth to your good; it is profitable for you; it isfor your advantage;
it will answer the end that you aim at.” That is the sense of the word which we have translated
“expedient;” — “It isfor your profit and advantage.” This, then, is that which our Saviour asserts,
and that with the earnestness before mentioned, desiring to convince his sorrowful followers of the
truth of it, — namely, that his departure, which they so much feared and were troubled to think of,
would turn to their profit and advantage.

3. Now, athough it might be expected that they should acquiesce in this asseveration of truth
itself, yet because they were generally concerned in the ground of the truth of it, he acquaints them
with that also; and, that we may confess it to be a great matter, that gives certainty and evidence
to that proposition, he expresses it negatively and positively: “If | go not away, he will not come;
but if | depart, | will send him.” Concerning the going away of Christ | have spoken before; of the
Comforter, his coming and sending, | shall now treat, as being the thing aimed at.

‘0 mapdkAntog: theword being of sundry significations, many translations have thought fit not
to restrain it, but do retain the original word “paracletus;” so the Syrian also: and, as some think,
it was aword before in use among the Jews (whence the Chaldee paraphrase makes use of it, Job
xvi. 20); and amongst them it signifies one that so taught others as to delight them also in his
teaching, — that is, to be their comforter. In Scripture it has two eminent significations, — an
“advocate” and a “comforter;” in the first sense our Saviour is called napaxAntog, 1 John ii. 1.
Whether it be better rendered here an advocate or a comforter may be doubted.

L ook into the foregoing occasion of the words, which isthe disciples’ sorrow and trouble, and
it seemsto requirethe Comforter: “ Sorrow hasfilled your hearts; but | will send you the Comforter;”
— look into the next words following, which contain his peculiar work for which heisnow promised
to be sent, and they require he should be an Advocate, to plead the cause of Christ against theworld,
verse 8. | shall choose rather to interpret the promise by the occasion of it, which was the sorrow
of hisdisciples, and to retain the name of the Comforter.

Who this Comforter is, our blessed Saviour had before declared, chap. xv. 26. He is [Tvebua
Tfi¢ aAnOelag, “the Spirit of truth;” that is, the Holy Ghost, who revealeth al truth to the sons of
men. Now, of this Comforter two things are affirmed:— (1.) That he shall come. (2.) That Christ
shall send him.

(1.) That he shall come. The affirmative of his coming on the performance of that condition of
it, of Christ going away, isincluded in the negation of his coming without its accomplishment: “If

| go not away, he will not come;” — “If | do go (¢Acvostat), he will come.” So that there is not
only the mission of Christ, but the will of the Spirit, in his coming: “He will come,” this own will
isin hiswork.

(2) Téupw avtdév, — “I will send him.” The mystery of his sending the Spirit, our Saviour

instructs his disciples in by degrees. Chap. xiv. 16, he saith, “I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter;” in the progress of his discourse he gets one step more upon their
faith, verse 26, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name;” but, chap. xv. 26, he saith, “I will send him from the Father;” and here, absolutely, “I will
send him.” The business of sending the Holy Ghost by Christ — which argues his personal procession
also from him, the Son was a deep mystery, which at once they could not bear; and therefore he
thusinstructs them in it by degrees.
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Thisisthe sum:— the presence of the Holy Ghost with believers as a comforter, sent by Christ
for those ends and purposes for which he is promised, is better and more profitable for believers
than any corporeal presence of Christ can be, now he has fulfilled the one sacrifice for sin which
he wasto offer.

Now, the Holy Spirit is promised under a twofold consideration.— [1.] As a Spirit of
sanctification to the elect, to convert them and make them believers. [2.] Asa Spirit of consolation
to believers, to give them the privileges of the death and purchase of Christ: it isin the latter sense
only wherein he is here spoken of. Now, as to his presence with usin this regard, and the end and
purposes for which he is sent, for what is aimed at, observe, — 1st. The rise and fountain of it;
2dly. The manner of his being given; 3dly. Our manner of receiving him; 4thly. His abiding with
us; 5thly. His acting in us; 6thly. What are the effects of hisworking in us: and then how we hold
communion with him will from all these appear.

What the Scripture speaketh to these particulars, shall briefly be considered:—

1st. For the fountain of hiscoming, it ismentioned, John xv. 26, Mapd to0 Matpdg ékmopevetal,
“He proceedeth from the Father;” thisisthe fountain of this dispensation, he proceedeth from the
Father. Now there is atwofold éxndpevoig, or “procession” of the Spirit:—

(1st.) dvoiky, or vooTaTiKY, iN respect of substance and personality.

(2dly.) Oikovopikn, or dispensatory, in respect of the work of grace.

Of thefirst — in which respect he isthe Spirit of the Father and the Son, proceeding from both
eternally, so receiving his substance and personality — | speak not: it isabusiness of another nature
than that | have now in hand. Therein, indeed, lies the first and most remote foundation of all our
distinct communion with him and our worship of him; but because abiding in the naked consideration
hereof, we can make no other progress than the bare acquiescence of faith in the mystery revealed,
with the performance of that which is due to the person solely on the account of his participation
of the essence, | shall not at present dwell upon it.

His ékmdpevoig or proceeding, mentioned in the place insisted on, is his economical or
dispensatory proceeding, for the carrying on of the work of grace. It is spoken of him in reference
to his being sent by Christ after his ascension: “I will send him which proceedeth,” — namely,
“then when | send him.” As God is said to “come out of his place,” Isa. xxvi. 21, not in regard of
any mutation in him, but of the new work which hewould effect; so it follows, the Lord comes out
of his place “to punish the inhabitants of the earth.” And it isin reference to a peculiar work that
he is said to proceed, — namely, to testify of Christ: which cannot be assigned to him in respect
of hiseternal procession, but of hisactual dispensation; asit issaid of Christ, “He came forth from
God.” The single mention of the Father in this place, and not of the Son, belongs to the gradation
before mentioned, whereby our Saviour discovers this mystery to his disciples. He speaks as much
concerning himself, John xvi. 7. And this relation ad extra (as they call it) of the Spirit unto the
Father and the Son, in respect of operation, proves his relation ad intra, in respect of personal
procession; whereof | spake before.

Three things are considerable in the foundation of this dispensation, in reference to our
communion with the Holy Ghost:—

[1st.] That the will of the Spirit is in the work: "Exmopevetatl, — “He comes forth himself”.
Frequent mention is made (aswe shall see afterward) of hisbeing sent, hisbeing given, and poured
out; [but] that it might not be thus apprehended, either that this Spirit were altogether an inferior,
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created spirit, a mere servant, as some have blasphemed, nor yet merely and principally, asto his
persondlity, the virtue of God, as some have fancied, he has idiwuata vmootiatikd, persona
properties, applied to him in this work, arguing his personality and liberty. Exrmopevetat, — “He,
of himself and of his own accord, proceedeth.”

[2dly.] The condescension of the Holy Ghost in this order of working, this dispensation, to
proceed from the Father and the Son, as to this work; to take upon him this work of a Comforter,
as the Son did the work of a Redeemer: of which afterward.

[3dly.] The fountain of the whole is discovered to be the Father, that we may know his works
in the pursuit of electing love, which everywhere is ascribed to the Father. Thisis the order here
intimated:— First, there is the tpd0eoig of the Father, or the purpose of his love, the fountain of
all; then the éppnoig, the asking of the Son, John xiv. 16, which takesin his merit and purchase;
whereunto follows ¢krdpuoig, or willing proceeding of the Holy Ghost. And this gives testimony,
also, to the foundation of thiswhole discourse, — namely, our peculiar communion with the Father
in love, the Son in grace, and the Holy Ghost in consolation. Thisis the door and entrance of that
fellowship of the Holy Ghost whereunto we are called. His gracious and blessed will, hisinfinite
and ineffable condescension, being eyed by faith as the foundation of all those effects which he
works in us, and privileges whereof by him we are made partakers, our souls are peculiarly
conversant with him, and their desires, affections, and thankfulness, terminated on him: of which
more afterward. Thisisthe first thing considerable in our communion with the Holy Ghost.

2dly. The manner of his collation or bestowing, or the manner of his communication unto us
fromthisfountain, isherein also considerable; and it isvarioudy expressed, to denote three things.—

(1st.) The freeness of it: thus he is said to be civen, John xiv. 16; “He shall give you another
comforter.” | need not multiply places to this purpose. The most frequent adjunct of the
communication of the Spirit isthis, that heis given and received as of gift: “He will give hisHoly
Spirit to them that ask him.” That which isof gift isfree. The Spirit of grace is given of grace: and
not only the Spirit of sanctification, or the Spirit to sanctify and convert us, is agift of free grace,
but in the sense whereof we speak, in respect of consolation, heis of gift also; he is promised to
be given unto believers. Hence the Spirit is said to be received by the gospel, not by the law, Gal.
iii. 2; that is, of mere grace, and not of our own procuring. And all hisworkingsare called xapiouara,
— “free donations.” He is freely bestowed, and freely works; and the different measures wherein
he is received, for those ends and purposes of consolation which we shall consider, by believers,
which are great, various, and inexpressible, arise from hence, that we have him by donation, or free
gift. And thisis the tenure whereby we hold and enjoy him, a tenure of free donation. So is he to
be eyed, so to be asked, so to be received. And this, aso, faith takes in and closes withal, in our
communion with the Comforter:— the conjunction and accord of his will with the gift of Father
and Son; the one respecting the distinct operation of the Deity in the person of the Holy Ghost; the
other, the economy of the whole Trinity in the work of our salvation by Jesus Christ. Here the soul
rgjoiceth itself in the Comforter, — that heiswilling to come to him, that he iswilling to be given
him. And seeing all iswill and gift, grace is magnified on this account.

(2dly.) The authority of it. Thence he is said to be sent. chap. xiv. 26, “The Father will send
him in my name;” and, chap. xv. 26, “I will send him unto you from the Father;” and, “Him will |
send unto you,” chap. xvi. 7. Thismission of the Holy Ghost by the Father and the Son, asit answers
the order of the persons' subsistence in the blessed Trinity, and his procession from them both, so
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the order voluntarily engaged in by them for the accomplishment, as was said, of the work of our
salvation. Thereisinit, in amost special manner, the condescension of the Holy Ghost, in hislove
to us, to the authoritative del egation of Father and Son in this business; which argues not adisparity,
dissimilitude, or inequality of essence, but of once, in thiswork. It is the office of the Holy Ghost
to be an advocate for us, and a comforter to us; in which respect, not absolutely, he is thus sent
authoritatively by Father and Son. It is a known maxim, that “inssqualitas officii non tollit
agjualitatem naturae” This subjection (if | may so call it), or inequality in respect of office, does
no ways prejudice the equality of nature which he haswith Father and Son; no more than the mission
of the Son by the Father does his. And on this authoritative mission of the Spirit does the right
apprehension of many mysteries in the gospel, and the ordering of our hearts in communion with
him, depend.

[1st.] Hence is the sin against the Holy Ghost (what it is | do not now dispute) unpardonable,
and has that adjunct of rebellion put upon it that no other sin has, — namely, because he comes
not, he acts not, in his own name only, though in his own also, but in the name and authority of the
Father and Son, from and by whom he is sent; and therefore, to sin against him isto sin against all
the authority of God, all the love of the Trinity, and the utmost condescension of each person to
thework of our salvation. Itis, | say, from the authoritative mission of the Spirit that the sin against
him is peculiarly unpardonable; — it is a sin against the recapitulation of the love of the Father,
Son, and Spirit. And from this consideration, were that our present business, might the true nature
of the sin against the Holy Ghost be investigated. Certainly it must consist in the contempt of some
operation of his, as acting in the name and authority of the whole Trinity, and that in their ineffable
condescension to the work of grace. But thisis of another consideration.

[2dly.] On this account we are to pray the Father and the Son to give the Spirit to us. Luke xi.
13, “Your heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” Now the Holy Ghost,
being God, isno lessto beinvocated, prayed to, and called on, than the Father and Son; as elsewhere
| have proved. How, then, do we ask the Father for him, aswe do in all our supplications, seeing
that we also pray that he himself would cometo us, visit us, and abide with us? In our prayers that
are directed to himself, we consider him as essentially God over al, blessed for evermore; we pray
for him from the Father and Son, as under this mission and delegation from them. And, indeed,
God having most plentifully revealed himself in the order of this dispensation to us, we are (as
Christians generally do) in our communion to abound in answerabl e addresses; that is, not only to
the person of the Holy Ghost himself, but properly to the Father and Son for him, which refers to
this dispensation.

[3dly.] Henceisthat great weight, in particular, laid upon our not grieving the Spirit, Eph. iv.
30, — because he comesto usin the name, with the love, and upon the condescension, of the whole
blessed Trinity. To do that which might grieve him so sent, on such an account, for that end and
purpose which shall afterward be mentioned, is a great aggravation of sin. He expects cheerful
entertainment with us, and may do so justly, upon his own account, and the account of the work
which he comes about; but when this aso is added, that he is sent of the Father and the Son,
commissioned with their love and grace, to communicate them to their souls, — thisisthat which
is, or ought to be, of unspeakable esteem with believers. And thisisthat second thing expressed in
the manner of his communication, — heis sent by authority.

(3dly.) Heis said to be poured out or sHep on us, Tit. iii. 6, 00 é&éyeev é¢’ fuag mhovoiwg, that
Holy Ghost which he has richly poured out upon us, or shed on us abundantly. And this was the
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chief expression of his communication under the Old Testament; the mystery of the Father and the
Son, and the matter of commission and del egation being then not so clearly discovered. Isa. xxxii.
15, “Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be afruitful field, and the
fruitful field be counted for aforest;” that is, till the Gentiles be called, and the Jews rejected. And
chap. xliv. 3, “I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring.” That
eminent place of Zech. xii. 10 isawaysin our thoughts. Now, thisexpression, asisknown, istaken
from the allusion of the Spirit unto water; and that in relation to all the uses of water, both natural
and typical. A particular relation of them | cannot now insist on; perhaps efficacy and plenty are
chiefly intended.

Now, this threefold expression, of giving, sending, and pouring out, of the Spirit, gives us the
three great properties of the covenant of grace.— First, That it isfree; heis given. Secondly, That
itisorderly, ordered in al things, and sure, from the love of the Father, by the procurement of the
Son; and thence is that variety of expression, of the Father’s sending him, and the Son’s sending
him from the Father, he being the gift of the Father’s love, and purchase of the blood of the Son.
Thirdly. The efficacy of it, as was last observed. And thisis the second thing considerable.

3dly. The third, which is our receiving him, | shall speak more briefly of. That which | first
proposed of the Spirit, considered as a Spirit of sanctification and a Spirit of consolation, is here
to be minded. Our receiving of him as a Spirit of sanctification is a mere passive reception, as a
vessel receives water. He comes as the wind on Ezekiel’s dead bones, and makes them live; he
comes into dead hearts, and quickens them, by an act of his almighty power: but now, as heisthe
Spirit of consolation, itisotherwise. Inthissense our Saviour tellsusthat the “world cannot receive
him,” John xiv. 17, “The world receiveth him not, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall beinyou.” That it isthe Spirit of consolation,
or the Spirit for consolation, that hereis promised, is evident from the close of the verse, where he
is said then to be in them when he is promised to them. He was in them as a Spirit of quickening
and sanctification when promised to them as a Spirit of comfort and consolation, to abide with
them for that purpose. Now, the power that is here denied to be in the world, with the reason of it,
that they cannot receive the Spirit, because they know him not, is ascribed to believers, — they can
receive him, because they know him. So that thereisan active power to be put forth in hisreception
for consolation, though not in his reception for regeneration and sanctification. And this is the
power of faith. So Gal. iii. 2, they received the Spirit by the hearing of faith; — the preaching of
the gospel, begetting faith in them, enabled them to receive the Spirit. Hence, believing is put as
the qualification of al our receiving the Holy Ghost. John vii. 39, “This he spake of the Spirit,
which they that believe on him should receive.” It is believers that thus receive the Spirit; and they
receive him by faith. Now, there are three special acts of faith, whereby it goesforthin the receiving
of the Spirit. | shall but name them:—

(1st.) It considersthe Spirit, in the economy before described, as promised. It isfaith alone that
makes profit of the benefit of the promises, Heb. iv. 2. Now heis called the Spirit of that promise,
Eph. i. 13, — the Spirit that in the covenant is promised; and we receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith, Gal. iii. 14: so that the receiving of the Spirit through faith, is the receiving of him
as promised. Faith eyes the promise of God and of Jesus Christ, of sending the Spirit for al those
ends that he is desired; thus it depends, waits, mixing the promise with itself, until it receive him.

(2dly.) By prayer. He is given as a Spirit of supplication, that we may ask him as a Spirit of
consolation, Luke xi. 13; and, indeed, this asking of the Spirit of God, in the name of Chrigt, either
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directly or immediately, or under the name of some fruit and effect; of him, isthe chiefest work of
faith in thisworld.

(3dly.) It cherisheth him, by attending to his motions, improving his acting according to his
mind and will; whichisall | shall say to thisthird thing, or our receiving of the Spirit, which is sent
of Jesus Christ. We do it by faith, looking on him as purchased by Jesus Christ, and promised of
the Father; we seek him at the hands of God, and do receive him.

4thly. The next considerable thing is, his abode with us. Now thisistwo ways expressed in the
Scripture:—

(1st.) In general. Asto thething itself, it is said he shall abide with us.

(2dly.) In particular. Asto the manner of its abiding, it is by inhabitation or indwelling. Of the
inhabitation of the Spirit | have spoken fully elsewhere, nor shall | now insist on it. Only whereas
the Spirit, as has been observed, is considered asa Spirit of sanctification, or a Spirit of consolation,
heissaidto dwell in uschiefly, or perhaps solely, asheisaSpirit of sanctification: which isevident
from the work he does, as indwelling, — he quickeneth and sanctifieth, Rom. viii. 11; and the
manner of hisindwelling, — as in atemple, which he makes holy thereby, 1 Cor. vi. 19; and his
permanency in his so doing, — which, asis evident, relatesto sanctification only: but yet the general
notion of it in abiding is ascribed to him as a comforter, John xiv. 16, “He shall abide with you for
ever.” Now, al the difficulty of this promise liesin this, that whereas the Spirit of sanctification
dwellsin usalways, and it is therefore impossibl e that we should lose utterly our holiness, whence
isit that, if the Comforter abide with us for ever, we may yet utterly lose our comfort? A little to
clear thisin our passage.—

[1st.] Heis promised to abide with the disciples for ever, in opposition to the abode of Christ.
Christ, in the flesh, had been with them for alittle while, and now was leaving them, and going to
his Father. He had been the comforter immediately himself for a season, but is now upon his
departing; wherefore, promising them another comforter, they might fear that he would even but
visit them for alittle season also, and then their condition would be worse than ever. Nay, but saith
our Saviour, “Fear it not: thisisthe last dispensation; there is to be no alteration. When | am gone,
the Comforter isto do all the remaining work: there is not another to be looked for, and | promise
you him; nor shall he depart from you, but always abide with you.”

[2dly.] The Comforter may always abide with us, though not always comfort us; he who isthe
Comforter may abide, though he do not always that work. For other ends and purposes heisalways
with us; asto sanctify and make us holy. So was the case with David, Ps. li. 11, 12, “Take not thy
Holy Spirit from me.” The Holy Spirit of sanctification was still with David; but saith he, “ Restore
unto methejoy of thy salvation;” that is, the Spirit of consolation, that was lost, when the promise
was made good in the abode of the other.

[3dly.] The Comforter may abide as a comforter, when he does not actually comfort the soul.
In truth, as to the essence of holiness, he cannot dwell in us but withal he must make us holy; for
the temple of God is holy; — but as to his comforting, his acting therein are all of his sovereign
will; so that he may abide, and yet not actually comfort us.

[4thly.] The Spirit often works for it, and tenders consol ation to us, when we do not receiveit;
the well is nigh, and we see it not, — we refuse to be comforted. | told you that the Spirit as a
sanctifier comes with power, to conquer an unbelieving heart; the Spirit as a comforter comes with
sweetness, to be received in a believing heart. He speaks, and we believe not that it ishisvoice; he
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tenders the things of consolation, and we receive them not. “My sore ran,” saith David, “and my
soul refused to be comforted.”

[5thly.] | deny that ever the Holy Spirit does absolutely and universally leave a believing soul
without consolation. A man may be darkened, clouded, refuse comfort, — actually find none, feel
none; but radically he has afoundation of consolation, which in due time will be drawn forth: and
therefore, when God promises that he will heal sinners, and restore comfort to them, as Isa. lvii.
18, it is not that they were without any, but that they had not so much as they needed, that that
promiseismade. To insist on the several wayswhereby men refuse comfort, and come short of the
strong consolation which God iswilling that we should receive, is not my purpose at present. Thus,
then, the Spirit being sent and given, abideth with the souls of believers, — leavesthem not, though
he variously manifest himself in his operations: of which in the next place.

Chapter 2.

Of the acting of the Holy Ghost in us, being bestowed on us— He worketh effectually, distributeth,
giveth.

Havine thus declared from whence and how the Holy Ghost is given unto us as a Spirit of
consolation, | come, in the next place, —

5thly. To declarewhat are hisacting in us and towards us, being so bestowed on usand received
by us. Now, here aretwo general headsto be considered:— (1st.) The manner and kind of hisacting
inus, which are variously expressed; and, (2dly.) The particular products of hisacting in our souls,
wherein we have communion with him. Thefirst is variously expressed; | shall pass through them
briefly:—

(1st.) Heissaid (¢vepyeiv) “towork effectualy,” 1 Cor. xii. 11, “ All theseworketh” (or effecteth)
“that one and the self-same Spirit.” It is spoken there, indeed, in respect of hisdistribution of gifts;
but the way is the same for the communication of graces and privileges. He does it by working:
which, asit evinces his personality, especially as considered with the words following, “Dividing
to every man according to hiswill” (for to work according to will is the inseparable property of a
person, and is spoken expressly of God, Eph. i. 11); so in relation to verse 6, foregoing, it makes
no less evident his Deity. What he is here said to do as the Spirit bestowed on us and given unto
us, thereishe said as God himself to do: “ There are diversities of operations, but it isthe same God
which worketh all in al;” which here, in other words, is, “All these worketh that one and the self
same Spirit, dividing to every man severaly as he will.” What we have, then, from him, we have
by theway of hisenergetical working. It isnot by proposing this or that argument to us, persuading
us by these or those moral motives or inducements alone, leaving us to make use of them as we
can; but he works effectually himself, what he communicates of grace or consolation to us.

[2dly.] In the same verse, as to the manner of his operation, he is said dixipeiv, — he divideth
or distributeth to every one as he will. This of distribution adds to that of operation, choice,
judgement, and freedom. He that distributes variously, does it with choice, and judgement, and
freedom of will. Such are the proceedings of the Spirit in his dispensations. to one, he giveth one
thing eminently; to another, another; — to one, in one degree; to another, in another. Thus are the
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saints, in his sovereignty, kept in a constant dependence on him. He distributes as he will; — who
should not be content with his portion? what claim can any lay to that which he distributeth as he
will? which is farther manifested, —

[3dly.] By hisbeing said to give when and what he bestows. They “spake with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance,” Actsii. 4. He gave them to them; that is, freely: whatever he
bestows upon us, isof hisgift. And henceit isto be observed, that in the economy of our salvation,
the acting of no one person does prejudice the freedom and liberty of any other: so the love of the
Father in sending the Son is free, and his sending does no ways prejudice the liberty and love of
the Son, but that he lays down hislifefreely also; so the satisfaction and purchase made by the Son
does no way prejudice the freedom of the Father’ s grace in pardoning and accepting us thereupon;
so the Father’ sand Son’ s sending of the Spirit does not derogate from hisfreedom in hisworkings,
but he givesfreely what he gives. And the reason of thisis, because the will of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, is essentially the same; so that in the acting of one there isthe counsel of all and each
freely therein.

Thus, in genera, is the manner and kind of hisworking in us and towards us, being bestowed
upon us, described. Power, choice, freedom, are evidently denoted in the expressions insisted on.
It is not any peculiar work of histowards us that is hereby declared, but the manner how he does
produce the effects that shall be insisted on.

(2dly.) That which remains, in the last place, for the explanation of the things proposed to be
explained as the foundation of the communion which we have with the Holy Ghost, is, —

The effectsthat, being thus sent and thus working, he does produce; which | shall do, not casting
them into any artificial method, but taking them up as | find them lying scattered up and down in
the Scripture, only descending from those which are more general to those which are more particular,
neither aiming nor desiring to gather all the several, but insisting on those which do most obviously
occur.

Only as formerly, so now you must observe, that | speak of the Spirit principally (if not only)
asacomforter, and not as a sanctifier; and therefore the great work of the Spirit towards us all our
days, inthe constant and continual supplies of new light, power, vigour, asto our receiving of grace
from him, belonging to that head of sanctification, must be omitted.

Nor shall | insist on those things which the Comforter does in believers effect towards others,
in his testifying to them and convincing of the world, which are promised, John xv. 26, xvi. 8,
wherein he is properly their advocate; but only on those which as a comforter he works in and
towards them on whom he is bestowed.

Chapter 3.

Of the things wherein we have communion with the Holy Ghost — He brings to remembrance the
things spoken by Christ, John xiv. 26 — The manner how he does it — The Spirit glorifies Christ
in the hearts of believers, John xvi. 14, sheds abroad the love of God in them — The witness of the
Spirit, what it is, Rom vii. 16 — The sealing of the Spirit, Eph. i. 13— The Spirit, how an earnest;
on the part of God, on the part of the saints — Difference between the earnest of the Spirit and
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tasting of the powers of the world to come — Unction by the Spirit, Isa. xi. 2, 3— The various
teachings of the Holy Ghost — How the Spirit of adoption and of supplication.

THEe thingswhich, in the foregoing chapters, | called effects of the Holy Ghost in us, or towards
us, are the subject-matter of our communion with him, or the things wherein we hold peculiar
fellowship with him as our comforter. These are now proposed to consideration:—

1. The first and most general is that of John xiv. 26, “He shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” There are two parts of this
promise:— (1.) Of teaching. (2.) Of bringing to remembrance. Of histeaching | shall speak afterward,
when | come to treat of his anointing us.

His bringing the things to remembrance that Christ spakeisthefirst general promise of him as
acomforter: “Yrmouvroet budg navra, — “He shall make you mind all these things.” Now, thisalso
may be considered two ways.—

[1.] Merely in respect of the things spoken themselves. So our Saviour here promiseth his
apostlesthat the Holy Ghost should bring to their minds, by an immediate efficacy, the things that
he had spoken, that by hisinspiration they might be enabled to write and preach them for the good
and benefit of his church. So Peter tells us, 2 Epist. i. 21, “Holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost” (that is, in writing the Scripture); Ono Ivebuatog ayiov @epdpevor, —
borne up by him, carried beyond themselves, to speak hiswords, and what he indited to them. The
apostles forgot much of what Christ had said to them, or might do so; and what they did retain, in
a natural way of remembrance, was not a sufficient foundation to them to write what they so
remembered for arule of faith to the church. For the word of prophecy is not idiac émiAvoewg, —
from any man’s proper impulse; it comes not from any private conception, understanding, or
remembrance. Wherefore, Christ promises that the Holy Ghost shall do this work; that they might
infalibly give out what he had delivered to them. Hence that expression in Luke i. 3,
Mupnkolovdnkdtt dvwdev, isbetter rendered, “Having obtained perfect knowledge of things from
above,” noting the rise and spring of his so understanding things as to be able infallibly to give
them out in arule of faith to the church, than the beginning of the things themselves spoken of;
which the word itself will not easily allow of.

[2.] In respect of the comfort of what he had spoken, which seems to be a great part of the
intendment of this promise. He had been speaking to them things suited for their consolation; giving
them precious promises of the suppliesthey should have from himinthislife, — of the love of the
Father, of the glory he was providing for them, the sense and comfort whereof is unspeakable, and
the joy arising from them full of glory. But saith he, “I know how unable you are to make use of
these things for your own consolation; the Spirit, therefore, shall recover them upon your minds,
in their full strength and vigour, for that end for which | speak them.” And this is one cause why
it was expedient for believers that Christ’s bodily absence should be supplied by the presence of
the Spirit. Whilst he was with them, how little efficacy on their hearts had any of the heavenly
promises he gave them! When the Spirit came, how full of joy did he make all thingsto them! That
which was his peculiar work, which belonged to him by virtue of his office, that he also might be
glorified, wasreserved for him. And thisis hiswork to the end of theworld, — to bring the promises
of Christ to our minds and hearts, to give us the comfort of them, the joy and sweetness of them,
much beyond that which the disciples found in them, when Christ in person spake them to them;
their gracious influence being then restrained, that, as was said, the dispensation of the Spirit might
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be glorified. So are the next words to this promise, verse 27, “Peace | leave with you. My peace |
giveuntoyou.” The Comforter being sent to bring what Christ said to remembrance, the consequent
of it is peace, and freedom from trouble of heart; — whatever peace, relief, comfort, joy,
supportment, we have at any time received from any work, promise, or thing done by Christ, it all
belongs to this dispensation of the Comforter. In vain should we apply our natural abilities to
remember, call to mind, consider, the promises of Christ; without success would it be, — it is so
daily: but when the Comforter does undertake the work, it is done to the purpose. How we have
peculiar communion with him herein, in faith and obedience, in the consolation received in and by
the promises of him brought to mind, shall be afterward declared. This, in general, is obtained:—
our Saviour Jesus Christ, leaving the efficacy even of those promises which in person he gave to
his apostles in their great distress, as to their consolation, unto the Holy Ghost, we may see the
immediate spring of all the spiritual comfort we have in this world, and the fellowship which we
have with the Holy Ghost therein.

Only here, asin al the particulars following, the manner of the Spirit’s working this thing is
always to be borne in mind, and the interest of his power, will, and goodness in his working. He
doesthis, — 1st. Powerfully, or effectually; 2dly. Voluntarily; 3dly. Freely.

1st. Powerfully: and therefore does comfort from the words and promises of Christ sometimes
break in through all opposition into the saddest and darkest condition imaginable; it comes and
makes men sing in a dungeon, rejoice in flames, glory in tribulation; it will into prisons, racks,
through temptations, and the greatest distresses imaginable. Whence is this? To ITvedua €vepyed,
— the Spirit works effectually, his power isin it; he will work, and none shall let him. If he will
bring to our remembrance the promises of Christ for our consolation, neither Satan nor man, sin
nor world, nor death, shall interrupt our comfort. This the saints, who have communion with the
Holy Ghost, know to their advantage. Sometimes the heavens are black over them, and the earth
trembles under them; public, personal calamitiesand distresses appear so full of horror and darkness,
that they are ready to faint with the apprehensions of them; — hence is their great relief, and the
retrievement of their spirits; their consolation or trouble depends not on any outward condition or
inward frame of their own hearts, but on the powerful and effectual workings of the Holy Ghost,
which by faith they give themselves up unto.

2dly. Voluntarily, — distributing to every one as he will; and therefore is thiswork donein so
great variety, both as to the same person and divers. For the same person, full of joy sometimesin
agreat distress, full of consolation, — every promise brings sweetness when his pressures are great
and heavy; another time, in the least trial [he] seeks for comfort, searchesthe promise, and it isfar
away. The reason is, Ivedpa diatpel kabwg PovAetal, — the Spirit distributes as he will. And so
with divers persons. to some each promise is full of life and comfort; others taste little al their
days, — all upon the same account. And this faith especially regards in the whole business of
consol ation:— it depends on the sovereign will of the Holy Ghost; and so is not tied unto any rules
or course of procedure. Therefore does it exercise itself in waiting upon him for the seasonable
accomplishment of the good pleasure of hiswill.

3dly. Freely. Such of the variety of the dispensation of consolation by promises depends on
this freedom of the Spirit’s operation. Hence it is that comfort is given unexpectedly, when the
heart has all the reasons in the world to ook for distress and sorrow; thus sometimesit is the first
means of recovering a backsliding soul, who might justly expect to be utterly cast off. And these
considerations are to be carried on in all the other effects and fruits of the Comforter: of which
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afterward. And inthisfirst general effect or work of the Holy Ghost towards us have we communion
and fellowship with him. The life and soul of all our comforts lie treasured up in the promises of
Christ. They are the breasts of all our consolation. Who knows not how powerless they are in the
bare |etter, even when improved to the uttermost by our considerations of them, and meditation on
them? as also how unexpectedly they sometimes break upon the soul with a conquering, endearing
life and vigour? Here faith deals peculiarly with the Holy Ghost. It considers the promises
themselves; looks up to him, waits for him, considers his appearances in the word depended on,
— owns him in hiswork and efficacy. No sooner does the soul begin to feel the life of a promise
warming hisheart, relieving, cherishing, supporting, delivering from fear, entanglements, or troubl es,
but it may, it ought, to know that the Holy Ghost is there; which will add to hisjoy, and lead him
into fellowship with him.

2. The next general work seems to be that of John xvi. 14, “The Comforter shall glorify me;
for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.” Thework of the Spiritisto glorify Christ:
whence, by the way, we may see how far that spirit isfrom being the Comforter who setsup himself
intheroom of Christ; such aspirit assaith heisall himself: “for asfor him that suffered at Jerusalem,
it isno matter that we trouble ourselves about him. This spiritisnow all. Thisis not the Comforter.
His work isto glorify Christ, — him that sends him. And thisis an evident sign of afalse spirit,
whatever its pretence be, if it glorify not that Christ who was now speaking to his apostles; and
such are many that are gone abroad into the world. But what shall this Spirit do, that Christ may
be glorified “He shall,” saith he, “take of mine,” — éx to0 €uo0 Anpetar. What these things areis
declared in the next verse: “All thingsthat the Father has are mine; therefore | said he shall take of
mine.” It isnot of the essence and essential properties of the Father and Son that our Saviour speaks,
but of the grace which is communicated to us by them. This Christ cals, “My things,” being the
fruit of his purchase and mediation: on which account he saith al his Father’ s things are his; that
is, the things that the Father, in his eternal love, has provided to be dispensed in the blood of his
Son, — al the fruits of election. “These,” said he, “the Comforter shall receive; that is, they shall
be committed unto him to dispose for your good and advantage, to the end before proposed.” So
it follows, avayyeAei, — He shall show, or declare and make them known to you.” Thus, then, is
he a comforter. He reveals to the souls of sinners the good things of the covenant of grace, which
the Father has provided, and the Son purchased. He shows to us mercy, grace, forgiveness,
righteousness, acceptation with God; letteth us know that these are the things of Christ, which he
has procured for us; shows them to us for our comfort and establishment. These things, | say, he
effectually declares to the souls of believers; and makes them know them for their own good, —
know them as originally the things of the Father, prepared from eternity in his love and goodwill;
as purchased for them by Christ, and laid up in store in the covenant of grace for their use. Thenis
Christ magnified and glorified in their hearts; then they know what a Saviour and Redeemer heis.
A soul does never glorify or honour Christ upon adiscovery or sense of the eternal redemption he
has purchased for him, but it isin him a peculiar effect of the Holy Ghost as our comforter. “No
man can say that Jesus isthe Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,” 1 Cor. xii. 3.

3. He“shedsthe love of God abroad in our hearts,” Rom. v. 5. That it is the love of God to us,
not our loveto God, which is hereintended, the context is so clear as nothing can be added thereunto.
Now, the love of God is either of ordination or of acceptation, — the love of his purpose to do us
good, or the love of acceptation and approbation with him. Both these are called the love of God
frequently in Scripture, as | have declared. Now, how can these be shed abroad in our hearts? Not
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in themselves, but in a sense of them, — in a spiritual apprehension of them. ’Exkéyvtat, is*“shed
abroad;” the same word that is used concerning the Comforter being given us, Tit. iii. 6. God sheds
him abundantly, or pours him on us; so he sheds abroad, or pours out the love of God in our hearts.
Not to insist on the expression, which is metaphorical, the business is, that the Comforter gives a
sweet and plentiful evidence and persuasion of the love of God to us, such as the soul is taken,
delighted, satiated withal. Thisis hiswork, and he does it effectually. To give a poor sinful soul a
comfortable persuasion, affecting it throughout, in al its faculties and affections, that God in Jesus
Christ loveshim, delightsin him, iswell pleased with him, has thoughts of tenderness and kindness
towards him; to give, | say, a soul an overflowing sense hereof, is an inexpressible mercy.

Thiswe have in a peculiar manner by the Holy Ghost; it is his peculiar work. As all hisworks
are works of love and kindness, so this of communicating a sense of the love of the Father mixes
itself with all the particulars of hisacting. And as we have herein peculiar communion with himself,
so by him we have communion with the Father, even in hislove, which is thus shed abroad in our
hearts: so not only do we rgjoicein, and glorify the Holy Ghost, which does this work, but in him
also whose loveit is. Thusisit also in respect of the Son, in his taking of his, and showing of it
unto us, as was declared. What we have of heaven in thisworld lies herein; and the manner of our
fellowship with the Holy Ghost on this account falls in with what was spoken before.

4. Another effect we have of his, Rom. viii. 16, “The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit,
that we are the children of God.” Y ou know whose children we are by nature, — children of Satan
and of the curse, or of wrath. By the Spirit we are put into another capacity, and are adopted to be
the children of God, inasmuch as by receiving the Spirit of our Father we become the children of
our Father. Thence is he called, verse 15, “The Spirit of adoption.” Now, sometimes the soul,
because it has somewhat remaining in it of the principle that it had in its old condition, is put to
guestion whether it be achild of God or no; and thereupon, asin athing of the greatest importance,
putsinitsclaim, with al the evidencesthat it hasto make good itstitle. The Spirit comes and bears
witness in this case. An dlusion it isto judicial proceedings in point of titles and evidences. The
judge being set, the person concerned lays his claim, produceth his evidences, and pleads them;
his adversaries endeavouring all that in them lies to invalidate them, and disannul his plea, and to
cast him in his claim. In the midst of the trial, a person of known and approved integrity comes
into the court, and gives testimony fully and directly on the behalf of the claimer; which stops the
mouths of al his adversaries, and fills the man that pleaded with joy and satisfaction. So isit in
this case. The soul, by the power of its own conscience, is brought before the law of God. There a
man putsin his plea, — that heisachild of God, that he belongs to God' s family; and for this end
produceth all his evidences, every thing whereby faith gives him an interest in God. Satan, in the
meantime, opposeth with all hismight; sinand law assist him; many flaws arefound in his evidences;
the truth of them all is questioned; and the soul hangs in suspense as to the issue. In the midst of
the plea and contest the Comforter comes, and, by aword of promise or otherwise, overpowersthe
heart with a comfortable persuasion (and bears down all objections) that his pleais good, and that
he isachild of God. And therefore it is said of him, Zvppaptupei t@ Mvevpatt nuav. When our
spirits are pleading their right and title, he comesin and bears witness on our side; at the sametime
enabling usto put forth acts of filial obedience, kind and childlike; which is called “crying, Abba,
Father,” Gal. iv. 6. Remember still the manner of the Spirit’s working, before mentioned, — that
hedoesit effectually, voluntarily, and freely. Hence sometimesthe dispute hangslong, — the cause
ispleading many years. The law seems sometimesto prevail, sin and Satan to rejoice; and the poor
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soul isfilled with dread about itsinheritance. Perhapsits own witness, fromitsfaith, sanctification,
former experience, keeps up the plea with some life and comfort; but the work is not done, the
conquest is not fully obtained, until the Spirit, who worketh freely and effectually, when and how
hewill, comesin with histestimony also; clothing his power with aword of promise, he makesall
parties concerned to attend unto him, and puts an end to the controversy.

Herein he gives us holy communion with himself. The soul knows his voice when he speaks,
“Nec hominem sonat.” Thereis something too great in it to be the effect of acreated power. When
the Lord Jesus Christ at one word stilled the raging of the sea and wind, all that were with him
knew there was divine power at hand, Matt. viii. 25-27. And when the Holy Ghost by one word
stills the tumults and storms that are raised in the soul, giving it an immediate calm and security,
it knows his divine power, and rejoices in his presence.

5. He seals us. “We are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, Eph. i. 13; and, “Grieve not the
Holy Spirit, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption,” chap. iv. 30. | am not very clear
in the certain peculiar intendment of this metaphor; what | am persuaded of the mind of God in it
| shall briefly impart. In a seal two things are considered:— (1.) The nature of it. (2.) The use of
it.

(1.) The nature of sealing consists in the imparting of the image or character of the seal to the
thing sealed. Thisisto seal athing, — to stamp the character of the seal on it. In this sense, the
effectual communication of theimage of God unto us should be our sealing. The Spiritin believers,
really communicating the image of God, in righteousness and true holiness, unto the soul, sealeth
us. To have this stamp of the Holy Chest, so as to be an evidence unto the soul that it is accepted
with God, isto be sealed by the Spirit; taking the metaphor from the nature of sealing. And in this
senseisour Saviour said to be sealed of God, John vi. 27, even from that impression of the power,
wisdom, and majesty of God that he had upon him in the discharge of his office.

(2.) The end of sealing is twofold:—

[1.] To confirm or ratify any grant or conveyance made in writing. In such cases men set their
seals to make good and confirm their grants;, and when this is done they are irrevocable. Or to
confirm the testimony that is given by any one of the truth of any thing. Such was the manner
among the Jews.— when any one had given true witness unto any thing or matter, and it was
received by the judges, they instantly set their seals to it, to confirm it in judgement. Hence it is
said, that he who receives the testimony of Christ “sets to his seal that God is true,” John iii. 33.
The promiseisthe great grant and conveyance of lifeand salvationin Christ to the souls of believers.
That we may have full assurance of the truth and irrevocableness of the promise, God gives usthe
Spirit to satisfy our hearts of it; and thence is he said to seal us, by assuring our hearts of those
promises and their stability. But, though many expositors go this way, | do not see how this can
consist with the very meaning of the word. It is not said that the promise is sealed, but that we are
sealed; and when we seal adeed or grant to any one, we do not say the man is sealed, but the deed
or grant.

[2.] To appropriate, distinguish, or keep safe. Thisisthe end of sealing. Men set their seals on
that which they appropriate and desire to keep safe for themselves. So, evidently, in this sense are
the servants of God said to be sealed, Rev. vii. 4; that is, marked with God’ s mark, as his peculiar
ones, — for this sealing answers to the setting of a mark, Ezek. ix. 4. Then are believers sealed,
when they are marked for God to be heirs of the purchased inheritance, and to be preserved to the
day of redemption. Now, if this be the sealing intended, it denotes not an act of sensein the heart,
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but of security to the person. The Father gives the elect into the hands of Christ to be redeemed,;
having redeemed them, in due time they are called by the Spirit, and marked for God, and so give
up themselves to the hands of the Father.

If you ask, now, “Which of these senses is chiefly intended in this expression of our being
sealed by the Holy Ghost?’ | answer, The first, not excluding the other. We are sealed to the day
of redemption, when, from the stamp, image, and character of the Spirit upon our souls, we have
afresh sense of the love of God given to us, with acomfortable persuasion of our acceptation with
him. But of thiswhole matter | have treated at larger elsewhere.

Thus, then, the Holy Ghost communicates unto us his own likeness; which is also the image of
the Father and the Son. “We are changed into thisimage by the Lord the Spirit,” 2 Cor. iii. 18; and
herein he brings us into fellowship with himself. Our likeness to him gives us boldness with him.
His work we look for, his fruits we pray for; and when any effect of grace, any discovery of the
image of Christ implanted in us, gives us a persuasion of our being separated and set apart for God,
we have a communion with him therein.

6. Heis an earnest unto us. 2 Cor. i. 22, He has “given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts;”
chap. v. 5, “Who aso has given unto us the earnest of the Spirit;” asalso, Eph. i. 13, 14, “Ye are
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which isthe earnest of our inheritance.” In the two former
places we are said to have the earnest of the Spirit; in the latter, the Spirit is said to be our earnest:
“of the Spirit,” then, in the first place, is, as we say, “genitivus materiag” denoting not the cause,
but the thing itself; — not the author of the earnest, but the matter of it. The Spirit is our earnest;
asinthelast placeis expressed. The consideration of what is meant by the “ Spirit,” here, and what
is meant by an “earnest,” will give some insight into this privilege, which we receive by the
Comforter:—

(1.) What grace, what gift of the Spirit, is intended by this earnest, some have made inquiry; |
suppose to no purpose. It isthe Spirit himself, personally considered, that is said to be this earnest,
2 Cor. i. 22. It is God has given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. an expression directly
answering that of Gal. iv. 6, “God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts;” that is, the
person of the Spirit; for nothing else can be called the Spirit of his Son: and in Eph. i. 14, he has
given the Spirit (6¢ for 0); which is that earnest. The Spirit of promise himself is this earnest. In
giving us this Spirit he gives us this earnest.

(2) An earnest it is, — appaPwv. Neither the Greek nor the Latin has any word to express
directly what is here intended. The Latins have made words for it, from that expressed here in the

Greek, “arrha’ and “arrabo.” The Greek word is but the Hebrew “herabon” [1737¥]; which, as

some conceive, came amongst them by the Syrian merchants, being aword of trade. It is by some
rendered, in Latin, “pignus,” a“pledge;” but this cannot be hereintended. A pledgeisthat property
which any one gives or leavesin the custody of another, to assure him that he will give him, or pay
him, some other thing; in the nature of that which we call a*“pawn.” Now, the thing that is here
intended, is a part of that which isto come, and but a part of it, according to the trade use of the
word, whence the metaphor is taken; it is excellently rendered in our language, an “earnest.” An
earnest is part of the price of any thing, or part of any grant, given beforehand to assure the person
to whom it is given that at the appointed season he shall receive the whole that is promised him.
That athing be an earnest, it isrequired, —
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[1.] That it be part of the whole, of the same kind and nature with it; as we do give so much
money in earnest to pay so much more.

[2.] That it be a confirmation of a promise and appointment; first the whole is promised, then
the earnest is given for the good and true performance of that promise.

Thus the Spirit is this earnest. God gives us the promise of eternal life. To confirm thisto us,
he giveth us his Spirit; which is, as the first part of the promise, to secure us of the whole. Hence
he is said to be the earnest of the inheritance that is promised and purchased.

And it may be considered how it may be said to be an earnest on the part of God, who gives
him; and on the part of believers, who receive him:—

1st. Heisan earnest on the part of God, in that God gives him as a choice part of the inheritance
itself, and of the same kind with the whole, asan earnest ought to be. Thefull inheritance promised,
isthe fulness of the Spirit in the enjoyment of God. When that Spirit which isgiven usin thisworld
shall have perfectly taken away all sin and sorrow, and shall have made us able to enjoy the glory
of God in hispresence, that isthefull inheritance promised. So that the Spirit given usfor thefitting
of usfor enjoyment of God in some measure, whilst we are here, is the earnest of the whole.

God does it to this purpose, to assure us and secure us of the inheritance? Having given us so
many securities without us, — hisword, promises, covenant, oath, the revelation and discovery of
his faithfulness and immutability in them all, — heis pleased also graciously to give us onewithin
us, Isa. lix. 21, that we may have all the security we are capable of. What can more be done? He
has given us of the Holy Spirit; — in him the first-fruits of glory, the utmost pledge of hislove, the
earnest of all.

2dly. On the part of believers heis an earnest, in that he gives them an acquaintance with, —

(1st.) The love of God. Their acceptation with him makes known to them their favour in his
sight, — that he is their Father, and will deal with them as with children; and consequently, that
the inheritance shall be theirs. He sends his Spirit into our hearts, “ crying, Abba, Father,” Gal. iv.
6. And what istheinference of believersfrom hence?Verse 7, “ Then we are not servants, but sons;
and if sons, then heirs of God.” The same apostle, again, Rom. viii. 17, “If children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint heirswith Christ.” On that persuasion of the Spirit that we are children, the
inference is, “Then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.” We have, then, aright to an
inheritance, and an eviction of it. Thisisthe use, then, we have of it, — even the Spirit persuading
us of our sonship and acceptation with God our Father. And what is this inheritance of glory? “1f
we suffer with him, we shall be glorified together.” And that the Spirit is given for this end is
attested, 1 John iii. 24, “Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he has given
us.” The apostle is speaking of our union with God, which he expresseth in the words foregoing:
“He that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him;” of that union elsewhere.
Now, this we know from hence, even by the Spirit which he has given us, — the Spirit acquaints
uswith it. Not that we have such an acquaintance, but that the argument is good and conclusivein
itself, “We have of the Spirit; therefore he dwells in us, and we in him:” because, indeed, his
dwelling in usis by that Spirit, and our interest in him is from thence. A sense of this he giveth as
he pleaseth.

(2dly.) The Spirit being given as an earnest, acquaints believers with their inheritance, 1 Cor.
ii. 9, 10. As an earnest, being part of the whole, gives knowledge of it, so does the Spirit; asin
sundry particulars might be demonstrated.
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Soisheinall respects completely an earnest, — given of God, received by us, asthe beginning
of our inheritance, and the assurance of it. So much as we have of the Spirit, so much we have of
heaven in perfect enjoyment, and so much evidence of its future fulness. Under this apprehension
of him in the dispensation of grace do believers receive him and rejoice in him. Every gracious,
self-evidencing act of hisin their hearts they rejoice in, as a drop from heaven, and long for the
ocean of it. Not to drive every effect of graceto thisissue, isto neglect the work of the Holy Ghost
in us and towards us.

There remains only that a difference be, in afew words, assigned between believers receiving
the Spirit as an earnest of the whole inheritance, and hypocrites “ tasting of the powers of the world
to come,” Heb. vi. 5. A taste of the powers of the world to come seems to be the same with the
earnest of the inheritance. But, —

[1st.] That by “the powers of the world to come” in that place is intended the joys of heaven,
thereis, indeed, no ground to imagine. They are nowhere so called; nor doesit suitably expressthe
glory that shall be revealed, which we shall be made partakers of. It is, doubtless, the powerful
ministry of the ordinances and dispensations of the times of the gospel (there called to the Hebrews
according to their own idiom), the powers or great effectual things of the world to come, that is
intended. But, —

[2dly.] Suppose that by “the powers of the world to come” the glory of heaven is intended,
thereisawide difference between taking avanishing taste of it ourselves, and receiving an abiding
earnest from God. To take ataste of the things of heaven, and to have them assured of God asfrom
his love, differ greatly. A hypocrite may have his thoughts raised to a great deal of joy and
contentment in the consideration of the good things of the kingdom of God for a season, considering
the things in themselves; but the Spirit, as he is an earnest, gives us a pledge of them as provided
for usin the love of God and purchase of his Son Jesus Christ. This by the way.

7. The Spirit anoints believers. We are “anointed” by the Spirit, 2 Cor. i. 21. We have “an
unction from the Holy One, and we know all things,” 1 Johnii. 20, 27. | cannot intend to run this
expression up into its rise and original; also, | have done it elsewhere. The use of unctionsin the
Judaical church, the meaning and intendment of the types attended therewith, the offices that men
were consecrated unto thereby, are at the bottom of this expression; nearer the unction of Jesus
Christ (from whence he is called Messiah, and the Christ, the whole performance of his office of
mediatorship being called also his anointing, Dan. ix. 24, as to his furnishment for it), concurs
hereunto. Christ issaid to be “anointed with the oil of gladness above hisfellows,” Heb. i. 9; which
is the same with that of John iii. 34, “God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” We, who
have the Spirit by measure, are anointed with the “oil of gladness;” Christ has the fulness of the
Spirit, whence our measure is communicated: so heis anointed above us, “that in al things he may
have the pre-eminence.” How Christ was anointed with the Spirit to his threefold office of king,
priest, and prophet; how, by virtue of an unction, with the same Spirit dwelling in him and us, we
become to be interested in these offices of his, and are made also kings, priests, and prophets to
God, is known, and would be matter of a long discourse to handle; and my design is only to
communicate the things treated of:

| shall only, therefore, fix on one place, where the communications of the Spirit in thisunction
of Christ are enumerated, — of which, in our measure, from him and with him, by thisunction, we
are made partakers, — and that is, Isa. xi. 2, 3, “The Spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, and
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of thefear of the Lorp,” etc. Many of the endowments of Christ, from the Spirit wherewith he was
abundantly anointed, are here recounted. Principally those of wisdom, counsel, and understanding,
are insisted on; on the account whereof all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are said to be
inhim, Col. ii. 3. And though this be but some part of the furniture of Jesus Christ for the discharge
of his office, yet it is such, as, where our anointing to the same purpose is mentioned, it is said
peculiarly on effecting of such qualificationsasthese: so 1 Johnii. 20, 27, the work of the anointing
is to teach us; the Spirit therein is a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel, knowledge,
and quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. So was the great promise of the Comforter, that
he should “teach us,” John xiv. 26, — that he should “guide usinto all truth,” chap. xvi. 13. This
of teaching us the mind and will of God, in the manner wherein we are taught it by the Spirit, our
comforter, isan eminent part of our unction by him; which only | shall instancein. Give me leave
to say, there is athreefold teaching by the Spirit:—

(1.) A teaching by the Spirit of conviction and illumination. So the Spirit teacheth the world
(that is, many in it) by the preaching of the word; as he is promised to do, John xvi. 8.

(2.) A teaching by the Spirit of sanctification; opening blind eyes, giving anew understanding,
shining into our hearts, to give us a knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;
enabling usto receive spiritual thingsin aspiritual light, 1 Cor. ii. 13; giving a saving knowledge
of the mystery of the gospel: and thisin several degreesis common to believers.

(3.) A teaching by the Spirit of consolation; — making sweet, useful, and joyful to the soul,
the discoveriesthat are made of the mind and will of God in the light of the Spirit of sanctification.
Here the oil of the Spirit is called the “oil of gladness,” that which brings joy and gladness with it;
and the name of Christ thereby discovered is a sweet “ointment poured forth,” that causeth souls
to run after him with joy and delight, Cant. i. 3. We seeit by daily experience, that very many have
little taste and sweetness and relish in their souls of those truths which yet they savingly know and
believe; but when we are taught by this unction, oh, how sweet is every thing we know of God! As
we may see in the place of John where mention is made of the teaching of this unction, it respects
peculiarly the Spirit teaching of usthelove of God in Christ, the shining of his countenance; which,
as David speaks, puts gladness into our hearts, Ps. iv. 6, 7.

We havethis, then, by the Spirit:— he teacheth us of the love of God in Christ; he makes every
gospel truth as wine well refined to our souls, and the good things of it to be a feast of fat things;
— gives usjoy and gladness of heart with all that we know of God; which isthe great preservative
of the soul to keep it closeto truth. The apostle speaks of our teaching by this unction, asthe means
whereby we are preserved from seduction. Indeed, to know any truth in the power, sweetness, joy,
and gladness of it, isthat great security of the soul’ s constancy in the preservation and retaining of
it. They will readily changetruth for error, who find no more sweetnessin the one than in the other.
| must crave the reader’s pardon for my brief passing over these great things of the gospel; my
present design israther to enumerate than to unfold them. This one work of the Holy Ghost, might
it be pursued, would require afuller discourse than | can alot unto the whole matter in hand. All
the privileges we enjoy, al the dignity and honour we are invested withal, our whole dedication
unto God, our nobility and royalty, our interest in all church advantages and approachesto God in
worship, our separation from the world, the name whereby we are called, the liberty we enjoy, —
al flow from this head, al are branches of this effect of the Holy Ghost. | have mentioned only
our teaching by this unction, — ateaching that bringsjoy and gladness with it, by giving the heart
a sense of the truth wherein we are instructed. When we find any of the good truths of the gospel
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come home to our soulswith life, vigour, and power, giving us gladness of heart, transforming us
into the image and likeness of it, — the Holy Ghost is then at his work, is pouring out of his oil.

8. We have adoption also by the Spirit; hence heiscalled the* Spirit of adoption;” that is, either
hewho is given to adopted ones, to secure them of it, to beget in their hearts asense and persuasion
of the Father’s adopting love; or else to give them the privilege itself, asis intimated, John i. 12.
Neither is that opposite hereunto which we have, Gal. iv. 6; for God may send the Spirit of
supplication into our hearts, because we are sons, and yet adopted by his Spirit. But of thiselsewhere.

9. Heis aso called the “ Spirit of supplication;” under which notion he is promised, Zech. xii.
10; and how he effects that in usis declared, Rom. viii. 26, 27, Gal. iv. 6; and we are thence said
to “pray in the Holy Ghost.” Our prayers may be considered two ways.—

(1) First, asaspiritual duty required of us by God; and so they are wrought in us by the Spirit
of sanctification, which helps us to perform all our duties, by exalting all the faculties of the soul
for the spiritual discharge of their respective officesin them.

(2.) Asameans of retaining communion with God, whereby we sweetly ease our heartsin the
bosom of the Father, and receive in refreshing tastes of hislove. The soul isnever more raised with
the love of God than when by the Spirit taken into intimate communion with him in the discharge
of thisduty; and therein it belongsto the Spirit of consolation, to the Spirit promised asacomforter.
And this is the next thing to be considered in our communion with the Holy Ghost, — namely,
what are the peculiar effects which he worketh in us, and towards us, being so bestowed on us as
was declared, and working in the way and manner insisted on. Now, these are, — his bringing the
promises of Christ to remembrance, glorifying him in our hearts, shedding abroad the love of God
in us, witnessing with usasto our spiritual estate and condition, sealing usto the day of redemption
(being the earnest of our inheritance), anointing uswith privileges asto their consolation, confirming
our adoption, and being present with usin our supplications. Hereis the wisdom of faith, — to find
out and meet with the Comforter in all these things; not to lose their sweetness, by lying in the dark
[ag] to their author, nor coming short of the returns which are required of us.

Chapter 4.

The general consequencesin the hearts of believers of the effects of the Holy Ghost before mentioned
— Consolation; its adjuncts, peace, joy — How it iswrought immediately, mediately.

Having proceeded thusfar in discovering the way of our communion with the Holy Ghost, and
insisted on the most noble and known effects that he produceth, it remains that it be declared what
general consequences of these effects there are brought forth in the hearts of believers; and so we
shall at least have made mention of the main heads of his dispensation and work in the economy
of grace. Now, these (as with the former) | shall do little more than name; it being not at al in my
design to handle the natures of them, but only to show what respects they bear to the businessin
hand:—

1. Consolation is the first of these: “The disciples walked in the fear of the Lord, and in the
consolation of the Holy Ghogt,” Actsix. 31, Tfj tapakAnoet tod ayiov [Tvevpato, Heiso napdkAnro,
and he gives ntapaxkAnou: from his work towards us, and in us, we have comfort and consolation.
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Thisisthefirst general consequent of his dispensation and work. Whenever there is mention made
of comfort and consolation in the Scripture given to the saints (as there is most frequently), it is
the proper consequent of the work of the Holy Ghost towards them. Comfort or consolation in
general, is the setting and composing of the soul in rest and contentedness in the midst of or from
troubles, by the consideration or presence of some good, wherein it is interested, outweighing the
evil, trouble, or perplexity that it has to wrestle withal. Where mention is made of comfort and
consolation, properly so called, there isrelation to trouble or perplexity; so the apostle, 2 Cor. i. 5,
6, “ Asthe sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.” Suffering
and consolation are opposed, the latter being arelief against the former; so are all the promises of
comfort, and all the expressionsof it, inthe Old and New Testament still proposed asreliefs against
trouble.

And, as | said, consolation ariseth from the presence or consideration of a greater good, that
outbalances the evil or perplexity wherewith we are to contend. Now, in the effects or acts of the
Holy Ghost before mentioned lie all the springs of our consolation. There is no comfort but from
them; and there is no trouble that we may not have comfort in and against by them. That a man
may have consolation in any condition, nothing is required but the presence of a good, rendering
the evil wherewith heis pressed inconsiderable to him. Suppose a man under the greatest calamity
that can possibly befall a child of God, or a confluence of all those evils numbered by Paul, Rom.
viii. 35, etc.; let this man have the Holy Ghost performing the works mentioned before towards
him, and, in despite of all his evils, his consolations will abound. Suppose him to have a sense of
the love of God all the while shed abroad in his heart, a clear witness within that he is a child of
God, accepted with him, that he is sealed and marked of God for his own, that he is an heir of all
the promises of God, and thelike; it isimpossible that man should not triumphin all histribulations.

From thisrise of all our consolation are those descriptions which we have of it in the Scripture,
from its properties and adjuncts; as, —

(1) Itisabiding. Thenceit iscaled “Everlasting consolation,” 2 Thess. ii. 16, “God, even our
Father, which has loved us, and given us everlasting consolation;” that is, comfort that vanisheth
not; and that because it riseth from everlasting things. There may be some perishing comfort given
for alittle season by perishing things; but abiding consolation, which we have by the Holy Ghost,
is from things everlasting:— everlasting love, eternal redemption, an everlasting inheritance.

(2.) Strong. Heb. vi. 18, “That the heirs of the promise should receive strong consolation.” As
strong opposition lies sometimes against us, and trouble, whose bands are strong, so is our
consolation strong; it abounds, and is unconquerable, — ioxvpa tapdkAnet. It issuch aswill make
its way through all opposition; it confirms, corroborates, and strengthens the heart under any evil;
it fortifies the soul, and makesiit able cheerfully to undergo any thing that it is called unto: and that
because it isfrom him who is strong.

(3.) Itisprecious. Hence the apostle makesit the great motive unto obedience, which he exhorts

the Philippians unto, chap. ii. 1, “If there be any consolation in Christ;” — “If you set any esteem
and valuation upon this precious mercy of consolation in Christ, by those comforts, let it be so with
you.”

And thisis the first general consequent in the hearts of believers of those great effects of the
Holy Ghost before mentioned. Now, this is so large and comprehensive, comprising so many of
our concernments in our walking with God, that the Holy Ghost receives his denomination, as to
the whole work he hasto perform for us, from hence, — he isthe Comforter; as Jesus Christ, from
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the work of redemption and salvation, isthe Redeemer and Saviour of hischurch. Now, aswe have
no consolation but from the Holy Ghost, so all his effectstowards us have certainly this consequent
more or lessin us. Yea, | dare say, whatever we have in the kinds of the things before mentioned
that brings not consolation with it, in the root at least, if not in the ripe fruit, is not of the Holy
Ghost. The way whereby comfort issues out from those works of his, belongs to particular cases.
The fellowship we have with him consists, in no small portion of it, in the consolation we receive
from him. Thisgivesusavaluation of hislove; teacheth whither to make applicationsin our distress,
— whom to pray for, to pray to, — whom to wait upon, in perplexities.

2. Peace ariseth hence al'so. Rom. xv. 13, “The God of hope fill you with all peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.” The power of the Holy Ghost
is not only extended to hope, but to our peace also in believing. So isit in the connection of those
promises, John xiv. 26, 27, “1 will give you the Comforter:” and what then? what followsthat grant?
“Peace,” saith he, “I leave with you; my peace | give unto you.” Nor does Christ otherwise leave
his peace, or give hispeace unto them, but by bestowing the comforter on them. The peace of Christ
consists in the soul’ s sense of its acceptation with God in friendship. So is Christ said to be “our
peace,” Eph. ii. 14, by slaying the enmity between God and us, and in taking away the handwriting
that was against us. Rom. v. 1, “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God.” A comfortable
persuasion of our acceptation with God in Christ isthe bottom of this peace; it inwraps deliverance
from eternal wrath, hatred, curse, condemnation, — all sweetly affecting the soul and conscience.

And thisis a branch from the same root with that foregoing, — a consequent of the effects of
the Holy Ghost before mentioned. Suppose aman chosen in the eternal love of the Father, redeemed
by the blood of the Son, and justified freely by the grace of God, so that he has aright to all the
promises of the gospel; yet this person can by no reasonings nor arguing of his own heart, by no
considerations of the promises themselves, nor of the love of God or grace of Christ in them, be
brought to any establishment in peace, until it be produced in him as a fruit and consequent of the
work of the Holy Ghost in him and towards him. “Peace” is the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. The
savour of the Spirit is“life and peace,” Rom. viii. 6. All we have isfrom him and by him.

3. Joy, aso, isof thisnumber. The Spirit, as was showed, is called “The oil of gladness,” Heb.
i. 9. Hisanointing brings gladness with it, Isa. Ixi. 3, “The oil of joy for mourning.” “The kingdom
of God isrighteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” Rom. xiv. 17; “Received the word
with joy inthe Holy Ghost,” 1 Thess. i. 6, — “with joy,” as Peter tells believers, “unspeakable and
full of glory,” 1 Epist. i. 8. To give joy to the hearts of believers is eminently the work of the
comforter; and this he does by the particulars before instanced in. That “rejoicing in hope of the
glory of God,” mentioned Rom. v. 2, which carries the soul through any tribulation, even with
glorying, hasitsrisein the Spirit’ s “ shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts,” verse 5. Now,
there are two ways whereby the Spirit worketh thisjoy in the hearts of believers.—

(1.) Hedoes it immediately by himself; without the consideration of any other acts or works of
his, or the interposition of any reasonings, or deductions and conclusions. As in sanctification he
isawell of water springing up in the soul, immediately exerting his efficacy and refreshment; so
in consolation, he immediately works the soul and minds of men to ajoyful, rejoicing, and spiritual
frame, filling them with exultation and gladness, — not that this arises from our reflex consideration
of thelove of God, but rather gives occasion whereunto. When he so sheds abroad the love of God
in our hearts, and so fills them with gladness by an immediate act and operation (as he caused John
Baptist to leap for joy in the womb upon the approach of the mother of Jesus), — then does the
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soul, even from hence, raise itself to a consideration of the love of God, whence joy and rejoicing
does also flow. Of thisjoy thereis no account to be given, but that the Spirit worketh it when and
how hewill. He secretly infuseth and ditilsit into the soul, prevailing against all fearsand sorrows,
filling it with gladness, exultations; and sometimes with unspeakable raptures of mind.

(2.) Mediately. By his other works towards us, he gives a sense of the love of God, with our
adoption and acceptation with him; and on the consideration thereof enables us to receive it. Let
what has been spoken of his operations towards us be considered, — what assurance he gives us
of the love of God; what life, power, and security; what pledge of our eternal welfare, — and it
will be easily perceived that he lays a sufficient foundation of this joy and gladness. Not that we
are able, upon any rational consideration, deduction, or conclusion, that we can make from the
things mentioned, to affect our heartswith thejoy and gladnessintended; it isleft no lessthe proper
work of the Spirit to do it from hence, and by the intervenience of these considerations, than to do
it immediately without them. This process of producing joy in the heart, we have, Ps. xxiii. 5, 6,
“Thou anointest my head with oil.” Hence is the conclusion, as in the way of exultation, “Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me.” Of this effect of the Comforter, see Isa. 35 throughout.

4. Hope, also, is an effect of those workings of the Holy Ghost in us and towards us, Rom. xv.
13. These, | say, are the general consequent of the effects of the Holy Ghost upon the hearts of
believers; which, if we might consider them in their offspring, with all the branches that shoot out
from them, in exultation, assurance, boldness, confidence, expectation, glorying, and the like, it
would appear how far our whole communion with God isinfluenced by them. But | only name the
heads of things, and hasten to what remains. It isthe general and particular way of our communion
with the Holy Ghost that should neatly ensue, but that some other considerations necessarily do
here interpose themselves.

Chapter 5.

Some observations and inferences from discourses foregoing concerning the Spirit — The contempt
of the whole administration of the Spirit by some — The vain pretence of the Spirit by others —
The false spirit discovered.

THis process being made, | should now show immediately, how we hold the communion proposed
with the Holy Ghost, in the things laid down and manifested to contain his peculiar work towards
us; but there are some miscarriages in the world in reference unto this dispensation of the Holy
Ghost, both on the one hand and the other, in contempt of histrue work and pretence of that which
isnot, that | cannot but remark in my passage: which to do shall be the business of this chapter.

Take aview, then, of the state and condition of them who, professing to believe the gospel of
Jesus Christ, do yet condemn and despise his Spirit, as to all its operations, gifts, graces, and
dispensationsto his churches and saints. Whilst Christ wasin theworld with his disciples, he made
them no greater promise, neither in respect of their own good nor of carrying on the work which
he had committed to them, than this of giving them the Holy Ghost. Him he instructeth them to
pray for of the Father, asthat which is needful for them, as bread for children, Luke xi. 13. Him he
promiseth them, as awell of water springing up in them, for their refreshment, strengthening, and
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consolation unto everlasting life, John vii. 37-39; as aso to carry on and accomplish the whole
work of the ministry to them committed, John xvi. 8-11; with all those eminent worksand privileges
before mentioned. And upon hisascension, thisislaid asthe bottom of that glorious communication
of gifts and gracesin his plentiful effusion mentioned, Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12, — namely, that he had
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, Act ii. 33; and that in such an eminent manner
asthereby to make the greatest and most glorious difference between the administration of the new
covenant and old. Especially does the whole work of the ministry relate to the Holy Ghost; though
that be not my present business to evince. He calls men to that work, and they are separated unto
him, Actsxiii. 2; he furnisheth them with gifts and abilities for that employment, 1 Cor. xii. 7-10.
So that the whole religion we profess, without this administration of the Spirit, is nothing; nor is
there any fruit without it of the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

This being the state of things, — that in our worship of and obedience to God, in our own
consolation, sanctification, and ministerial employment, the Spirit is the principle, the life, soul,
the all of the whole; yet so desperate has been the malice of Satan, and wickedness of men, that
their great endeavour has been to shut him quite out of all gospel administrations.

Firgt, his gifts and graces were not only decried, but almost excluded from the public worship
of the church, by the imposition of an operose form of service, to be read by the minister; which
to do is neither a peculiar gift of the Holy Ghost to any, nor of the ministry at all. It is marvellous
to consider what pleas and pretences wereinvented and used by learned men, — from its antiquity,
its composure and approbation by martyrs, the beauty of uniformity in the worship of God,
established and pressed thereby, etc., — for the defence and maintenance of it. But the main argument
they insisted on, and the chief field wherein they expatiated and laid out all their eloquence, was
the vain babbling repetitions and folly of men praying by the Spirit. When once this was fallen
upon, all (at least as they supposed) was carried away before them, and their adversaries rendered
sufficiently ridiculous: so great is the cunning of Satan, and so unsearchable are the follies of the
hearts of men. The sum of all these reasonings amounts to no more but this, — “Though the Lord
Jesus Christ has promised the Holy Ghost to be with his church to the end of the world, to fit and
furnish men with gifts and abilities for the carrying on of that worship which he requires and
accepteth at our hands, yet the work isnot done to the purpose; the gifts he bestows are not sufficient
to that end, neither as to invocation nor doctrine: and, therefore, we will not only help men by our
directions, but exclude them from their exercise.” This; | say, was the sum of all, as | could
undeniably evidence, werethat my present business, what innumerable evilsensue on thisprinciple,
in aformal setting apart of men to the ministry who had never once “tasted of the powers of the
world to come,” nor received any gifts from the Holy Ghost to that purpose; of crying up and
growing in an outside pompous worship, wholly foreign to the power and simplicity of the gospel;
of silencing, destroying, banishing, men whose ministry was accompanied with the evidence and
demonstration of the Spirit, — | shall not need to declare. This is that | aim at, to point out the
public contempt of the Holy Ghost, his gifts and graces, with their administration in the church of
God, that has been found even where the gospel has been professed.

Again: it is athing of most sad consideration, once to call to mind the improvement of that
principle of contempt of the Spirit in private men and their ways. The name of the Spirit was grown
aterm of reproach. To plead for, or pretend to pray by, the Spirit, was enough to render a man the
object of scorn and reproach from all sorts of men, from the pulpit to the stage. “What! you arefull
of the Spirit; you will pray by the Spirit; you have the gift: let us hear your nonsense;” — and yet,
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perhaps, these men would think themselves wronged not to be accounted Christians. Christians!
yea, have not some pretending themselves to be leaders of the flock, — yea, mounted a storey or
two abovetheir brethren, and claiming arule and government over them, — made it their business
to scoff at and reproach the gifts of the Spirit of God? And if this were the frame of their spirit,
what might be expected from others of professed profaneness? It is not imaginable to what height
of blasphemy the process in this kind amounted. The Lord grant there be nothing of this cursed
leaven still remaining amongst us! Some bleatings of ill importance are sometimes heard. Is this
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost that believers are called unto? Is this the due entertainment of
him whom our Saviour promised to send for the supply of his bodily absence, so as we might be
no losers thereby? Is it not enough that men should be contented with such a stupid blindness, as,
being called Christians, to look no farther for their comfort and consolation than moral considerations
common to heathens would lead them, when one infinitely holy and blessed person of the Trinity
has taken this office upon him to be our comforter, but they must oppose and despise him also?
Nothing more discovers how few there are in the world that have interest in that blessed name
whereby we are all called. But thisis no place to pursue this discourse. The aim of this discourse
is, to evince the folly and madness of men in general, who professto own the gospel of Christ, and
yet condemn and despise his Spirit, in whomsoever he is manifested. Let us be zeal ous of the gifts
of the Spirit, not envious at them.

From what has been discoursed we may aso try the spirits that are gone abroad in the world,
and which have been exercising themselves, at several seasons, ever since the ascension of Christ.
The iniquity of the generation that is past and passing away lay in open, cursed opposition to the
Holy Ghost. God has been above them, wherein they behaved themsel ves presumptuously. Satan,
whose design, as he is god of thisworld, isto be uppermost, not to dwell wholly in any form cast
down by the providence of God, has now transformed himself into an angel of light; and he will
pretend the Spirit also and only. But there are “seducing spirits,” 1 Tim. iv. 1; and we have a
“command not to believe every spirit, but try the spirits,” 1 John iv. 1; and the reason added is,
“Because many false prophets are gone out into the world;” — that is, men pretending to the
revelation of new doctrines by the Spirit; whose deceitsin the first church Paul intimateth, 2 Thess.
ii. 2; calling on men not to be “shaken in mind by spirit.” The truth is, the spirits of these days are
S0 gross, that aman of avery easy discerning may find them out and yet their delusion so strong,
that not afew are deceived. Thisis one thing that lies evident to every eye, — that, according to
his wonted course, Satan, with his delusions, is run into an extreme to his former acting.

Not long since, his great design, as | manifested, was to cry up ordinances without the Spirit,
casting al the reproach that he could upon him; — now, to cry up a spirit without and against
ordinances, casting al reproach and contempt possible upon them. Then, he would have aministry
without the Spirit; — now, a Spirit without aministry. Then, the reading of the word might suffice,
without either preaching or praying by the Spirit, — now, the Spirit is enough, without reading or
studying theword at all. Then, he allowed aliteral embracing of what Christ had donein the flesh;
— now, he talks of Christ in the Spirit only, and denies him to be come in the flesh, — the proper
character of the false spirit we are warned of, 1 Johniv. 1. Now, becauseit is most certain that the
Spirit which we are to hear and embrace is the Spirit promised by Christ (which is so clear, that
him the Montanists' paraclete, yea, and Mohammed, pretended himself to be, and those of our days
affirm, who pretend the same), let us briefly try them by some of the effects mentioned, which
Christ has promised to give the Holy Ghost for:—
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Thefirst general effect, as was observed, was this, — that he should bring to remembrance the
things that Christ spake, for our guidance and consolation. This was to he the work of the Holy
Ghost towards the apostles, who were to be the penmen of the Scriptures: thisis to be his work
towards believers to the end of the world. Now, the things that Christ has spoken and done are
“written that we might believe, and believing, halve life through his name,” John xx. 31; they are
written in the Scripture. This, then, isthe work of the Spirit which Christ has promised; — he shall
bring to our remembrance, and give us understanding of the words of Christ in the Scripture, for
our guidance and consolation. Isthis, now, the work of the spirit which is abroad in the world, and
perverteth many? Nothing less. His business is, to decry the things that Christ has spoken which
are written in the word; to pretend new revelations of his own; to lead men from the written word,
wherein the whole work of God and all the promises of Christ are recorded.

Again: thework of the Spirit promised by Christ isto glorify him: “He shall glorify me; for he
shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you,” John xvi. 14. Him who wasto suffer at Jerusalem,
who then spake to his disciples, it was to make him glorious, honourable, and of high esteem in
the hearts of believers; and that by showing his things (his love, kindness, grace, and purchase)
unto them. Thisis the work of the Spirit. The work of the spirit that is gone abroad, is to glorify
itself, to decry and render contemptible Christ that suffered for us, under the name of a Christ
without us; which it dlights and despiseth, and that professedly. Its own glory, its own honour, is
all that it aims at; wholly inverting the order of the divine dispensations. The fountain of all being
and lying in the Father’ s love, the Son came to glorify the Father. He still says, “I seek not mine
own glory, but the glory of him that sent me.” The Son having carried on the work of redemption,
was now to be glorified with the Father. So he prays that it might be, John xvii. 1, “The hour is
come, glorify thy Son;” and that with the glory which he had before the world was, when hisjoint
counsel was in the carrying on the Father’s love. Wherefore the Holy Ghost is sent, and his work
is to glorify the Son. But now, as | said, we have a spirit come forth whose whole business is to
glorify himself; whereby we may easily know whence heis.

Furthermore: the Holy Ghost sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, as was declared, and
thence fills them with joy, peace, and hope; quieting and refreshing the hearts of them in whom he
dwells; giving them liberty and rest, confidence, and the boldness of children. This spirit whereof
men now boast isaspirit of bondage, whose utmost work isto make men quake and tremble; casting
them into an un-son-like frame of spirit, driving them up and down with horror and bondage, and
drinking up their very natural spirits, and making their whole man wither away. There is scarce
any one thing that more evidently manifesteth the spirit whereby some are now acted not to be the
Comforter promised by Christ, than this, — that he is a spirit of bondage and slavery in them in
whom heis, and a spirit of cruelty and reproach towards others; in a direct opposition to the Holy
Ghost in believers, and all the ends and purposes for which, asaspirit of adoption and consolation,
he is bestowed on them.

To give one instance more: the Holy Ghost bestowed on believers is a Spirit of prayer and
supplication; as was manifested. The spirit wherewith we have to do, pretends the carrying men
above such low and contemptible means of communion with God. In aword, it were a very easy
and faciletask, to passthrough al of the eminent effects of the Holy Ghost in and towards believers,
and to manifest that the pretending spirit of our days comesin adirect opposition and contradiction
to every one of them. Thus has Satan passed from one extreme to another, — from abitter, wretched
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opposition to the Spirit of Christ, unto a cursed pretending to the Spirit; till to the same end and
purpose.

| might give sundry other instances of the contempt or abuse of the dispensation of the Spirit.
Those mentioned are the extremes whereunto all other are or may be reduced; and | will not farther
divert from that which lies directly in my aim.

Chapter 6.

Of particular communion with the Holy Ghost — Of preparation thereunto — Valuation of the
benefits we receive by him — What it is he comforts, us, in and against; wherewith; how.

THE way being thus made plain for us, | come to show how we hold particular communion with
the Holy Ghost, asheis promised of Christ to be our comforter, and asworking out our consolation
by the means formerly insisted on. Now, the first thing | shall do herein, is the proposal of that
which may be some preparation to the duty under consideration; and this by leading the souls of
believers to a due valuation of thiswork of histowards us, whence he is called our Comforter.

To raise up our heartsto this frame, and fit us for the duty intended, let us consider these three
things.—

First, What it is he comforts us against.

SeconbLy, Wherewith he comforts us.

THIrRDLY, The principle of al his acting and operations in us for our consolation.

First. There are but three thingsin the whole course of our pilgrimage that the consolations of
the Holy Ghost are useful and necessary in.—

1. In our afflictions. Affliction is part of the provision that God has made in his house for his
children, Heb. xii. 5, 6. The great variety of its causes, means, uses, and effects, isgenerally known.
There is a measure of them appointed for every one. To be wholly without them is a temptation;
and so in some measure an affliction. That which | am to speak unto is, that in al our afflictions
we need the consolations of the Holy Ghost. It is the nature of man to relieve himself, when heis
entangled, by all ways and means. According as men’s natural spirits are, so do they manage
themselves under pressures. “ The spirit of amanwill bear hisinfirmity;” at least, will strugglewith
it.

There aretwo great evils, one of which does generally seize on men under their afflictions, and
keep them from a due management of them. The apostle mentioneth them both, Heb. xii. 5, M|
OArywpet maideiag Kupiov, unde ékAvov, O adtod éAeyxouevo, — Despise not the chastisement
of the Lord; neither faint when thou art reproved.” One of these extremes do men usualy fall into;
either they despise the Lord’ s correction, or sink under it.

(1.) Men despise it. They account that which befalls them to be alight or common thing; they
take no notice of God in it; they can shift with it well enough: they look on instruments, second
causes; provide for their own defence and vindication with little regard to God or his hand in their
affliction. And the ground of thisis, because they take in succours, in their trouble, that God will
not mix his grace withal; they fix on other remedies than what he has appointed, and utterly lose
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all the benefits and advantage of their affliction. And so shall every man do that relieves himself
from any thing but the consolations of the Holy Ghost.

(2.) Men faint and sink under their trials and afflictions; which the apostle farther reproves,
verse 12. Thefirst despise the assistance of the Holy Ghost through pride of heart; the latter refuse
it through dejectedness of spirit, and sink under the weight of their troubles. And who, almost, is
therethat offends not on one of these hands? Had we not |earned to count light of the chastisements
of the Lord, and to take little notice of his dealings with us, we should find the season of our
afflictions to comprise no small portion of our pilgrimage.

Now, there is no due management of our souls under any affliction, so that God may have the
glory of it, and ourselves any spiritual benefit or improvement thereby, but by the consolations of
the Holy Ghost. All that our Saviour promiseth his disciples, when he tells them of the great trials
and tribulations they were to undergo, is, “I will send you the Spirit, the Comforter; he shall give
you peace in me, when in the world you shall have trouble. He shall guide and direct, and keep you
in al your trials’. And so, the apostle tells us, it came to pass, 2 Cor. i. 4-6; yea, and this, under
the greatest afflictions, will carry the soul to the highest joy, peace, rest, and contentment. So the
same apostle, Rom. v. 3, “We glory in tribulations’. It is a great expression. He had said before,
“We rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” verse 2. Yea, but what if manifold afflictions and
tribulations befall us? “Why, even in them also we glory,” saith he; “we glory in our tribulations.”
But whence isit that our spirits are so borne up to a due management of afflictions, asto glory in
them in the Lord? He tells us, verse 5, it is from the “shedding abroad of the love of God in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost.” And thence are believers said to “receive the word in much affliction,
with joy of the Holy Ghost,” 1 Thess. i. 6; and to “take joyfully the spoiling of their goods’. This
isthat | aim at:— thereis no management nor improvement of any affliction, but merely and solely
by the consolations of the Holy Ghost. Isit, then, of any esteem or value unto you that you lose not
all your trials, temptations, and affliction? — learn to value that whereby alone they are rendered
useful.

2. Sin is the second burden of our lives, and much the greatest. Unto this is this consolation
peculiarly suited. So Heb. vi. 17, 18, an allusion is taken from the manslayer under the law, who,
having killed aman unawares, and brought the guilt of his blood upon himself, fled with speed for
his deliverance to the city of refuge. Our great and only refuge from the guilt of sin is the Lord
Jesus Christ; in our flying to him, does the Spirit administer consolation to us. A sense of sin fills
the heart with troubles and disquietness; it is the Holy Ghost which gives us peace in Christ, —
that gives an apprehension of wrath; the Holy Ghost sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts;
— from thence does Satan and the law accuse us, as objects of God'’ s hatred; the Spirit bearswitness
with our spirits that we are the children of God. There is not any one engine or instrument that sin
useth or sets up against our peace, but one effect or other of the Holy Ghost towards us is suited
and fitted to the casting of it down.

3. In the whole course of our obedience are his consolations necessary aso, that we may go
through with it cheerfully, willingly, patiently to the end. This will afterward be more fully
discovered, asto particulars, when | come to give directions for our communion with this blessed
Comforter. Inaword, in all the concernments of thislife, and in our whole expectation of another,
we stand in need of the consolations of the Holy Ghost.

Without them, we shall either despise afflictions or faint under them, and God be neglected as
to hisintendmentsin them.
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Without them, sin will either harden us to a contempt of it, or cast us down to a neglect of the
remedies graciously provided against it.

Without them, dutieswill either puff us up with pride, or leave us without that sweetness which
isin new obedience.

Without them, prosperity will make us carnal, sensual, and to take up our contentment in these
things, and utterly weaken us for the trials of adversity.

Without them, the comforts of our relations will separate us from God, and the loss of them
make our hearts as Nabal’s.

Without them, the calamity of the church will overwhelm us, and the prosperity of the church
will not concern us.

Without them, we shall have wisdom, for no work, peacein no condition, strength for no duty,
successin no trial, joy in no state, — no comfort in life, no light in death.

Now, our afflictions, our sins, and our obedience, with the attendancies of them respectively,
are the great concernments of our lives. What we are in reference unto God is comprised in them,
and the due management of them, with their contraries, which come under the same rule; through
all these does there run a line of consolation from the Holy Ghost, that gives us a joyful issue
throughout. How sad isthe condition of poor souls destitute of these consolations. What poor shifts
arethey forced to betake themselves unto! what giants have they to encounter in their own strength!
and whether they are conguered or seem to conquer, they have nothing but the misery of their trials!

The seconp thing considerable, to teach us to put a due valuation on the consolations of the
Holy Ghost, isthe matter of them, or that wherewith he comforts us. Now, this may be referred to
the two heads that | have formerly treated of, — the love of the Father, and the grace of the Son.
All the consolations of the Holy ghost consist in his acquainting us with, and communicating unto
us, the love of the Father and the grace of the Son; nor isthere any thing in the one or the other but
he makes it a matter of consolation to us: so that, indeed, we have our communion with the Father
in hislove, and the Son in his grace, by the operation of the Holy Ghost.

1. He communicates to us, and acquaints us with, the love of the Father. Having informed his
discipleswith that ground and foundation of their consolation which by the Comforter they should
receive, our blessed Saviour (John xvi. 27) shuts up al in this, “The father himself loveth you.”
Thisisthat which the Comforter is given to acquaint us withal, — even that God is the Father, and
that heloves us. In particular, that the Father, thefirst person inthe Trinity, considered so distinctly,
loves us. On this account is he said so often to come forth from the Father, because he comes in
pursuit of hislove, and to acquaint the hearts of believers therewith, that they may be comforted
and established. By persuading us of the eternal and unchangeable love of the Father, he fills us
with consolation. And, indeed, al the effects of the Holy Ghost before mentioned have their tendency
thisway. Of thislove and itstranscendent excellency you heard at large before. Whatever isdesirable
in it is thus communicated to us by the Holy Ghost. A sense of thisis able not only to relieve us,
but to make us in every condition to rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorious. It is not with an
increase of corn, and wine, and oil, but with the shining of the countenance of God upon us, that
he comforts our souls, Ps. iv. 6, 7. “The world hateth me,” may such a soul as has the Spirit say;
“but my Father loves me. Men despise me as a hypocrite; but my Father loves me asachild. | am
poor in this world; but | have a rich inheritance in the love of my Father. | am straitened in all
things, but there is bread enough in my Father’s house. | mourn in secret under the power of my
lusts and sin, where no eyes see me; but the Father sees me, and isfull of compassion. With asense
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of his kindness, which is better than life, | rgjoice in tribulation, glory in affliction, triumph as a
conqueror. Though | am killed all the day long, al my sorrows have abottom that may be fathomed,
— my trials, bounds that may be compassed; but the breadth, and depth, and height of the love of
the Father, who can express?’ | might render glorious this way of the Spirit’s comforting us with
the love of the Father, by comparing it with al other causes and means of joy and consolation
whatever; and so discover their emptiness, its fulness, — their nothingness, its being al; as also
by revealing the properties of it before rehearsed.

2. Again: he does it by communicating to us, and acquainting us with, the grace of Christ, —
all the fruits of his purchase, al the desirableness of his person, as we are interested in him. The
grace of Chrigt, as | formerly discoursed of at large, is referred to two heads, — the grace of his
person, and of his office and work. By both them does the Holy Ghost administer consolation to
us, John xvi. 14. He glorifies Christ by revealing his excellencies and desirableness to believers,
as the “chiefest of ten thousand, — atogether lovely,” and then he shows them of the things of
Christ, — hislove, grace, all the fruits of his death, suffering, resurrection, and intercession: and
with these supports their hearts and souls. And here, whatever is of refreshment in the pardon of
sin, deliverance from the curse, and wrath to come, in justification and adoption, with the
innumerabl e privileges attending them in the hope of glory given unto us, comes in on this head
of account.

THIrRDLY. The principle and fountain of all his acting for our consolation comes next under
consideration, to the same end; and this leads us a little nearer to the communion intended to be
directed in. Now, thisis hisown great love and infinite condescension. He willingly proceedeth or
comes forth from the Father to be our comforter. He knew what we were, and what we could do,
and what would be our dealings with him, — he knew we would grieve him, provoke him, quench
his motions, defile his dwelling-place; and yet he would come to be our comforter. Want of a due
consideration of this great love of the Holy Ghost weakens all the principles of our obedience. Did
thisdwell and abide upon our hearts, what adear val uation must we needs put upon al hisoperations
and acting towards us! Nothing, indeed, is valuable but what comes from love and good-will. This
isthe way the Scripture takes to raise up our heartsto aright and due estimation of our redemption
by Jesus Christ. It tells us that he did it freely; that of his own will he has laid down his life; that
he did it out of love. “In this was manifested the love of God, that he laid down his life for us;”
“He loved us, and gave himself for us;” “He loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood.” Hereunto it adds our state and condition, considered as he undertook for us, — sinners,
enemies, dead, alienated; then he loved us, and died for us, and washed us with his blood. May we
not hence, also, have avaluation of the dispensation of the Spirit for our consolation? He proceeds
to that end from the Father; he distributes as he will, works as he pleaseth. And what are we, towards
whom he carrieth on this work? Froward, perverse, unthankful; grieving, vexing, provoking him.
Y et in hislove and tenderness does he continue to do us good. L et us by faith consider this love of
the Holy Ghost. It is the head and source of all the communion we have with him in thislife. This
is, asl said, spoken only to prepare our hearts to the communion proposed; and what alittle portion
isit of what might be spoken! How might all these considerations be aggravated! what anumberless
number might be added! It suffices that, from what is spoken, it appears that the work in hand is
amongst the greatest duties and most excellent privileges of the gospel.
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Chapter 7.

The general ways of the saints’ acting in communion with the Holy Ghost.

As in the account given of the acting of the Holy Ghost in us, we manifested first the general
adjuncts of his acting, or the manner thereof; so now, in the description of the returns of our souls
to him, | shall, inthefirst place, propose the general acting of faith in reference to thiswork of the
Holy Ghost, and then descend unto particulars. Now, there are three general ways of the soul’s
deportment in this communion, expressed all negatively in the Scripture, but all including positive
duties. Now these are, — First, Not to grieve him. Secondly, Not to quench his motions. Thirdly,
Not to resist him.

There are three things considerable in the Holy Ghost:— 1. His person, as dwelling in us; 2.
Hisacting by grace, or hismotions; 3. Hisworking in the ordinances of the word, and the sacraments,
— all for the same end and purpose.

To these three are the three cautions before suited:— 1. Not to grieve him, in respect of his
person dwelling in us. 2. Not to quench him, in respect of the acting and motions of his grace. 3.
Not to resist him, in respect of the ordinances of Christ, and his giftsfor their administration. Now,
because the whole general duty of believers, in their communion with the Holy Ghost, iscomprised
in these three things, | shall handle them severally:—

1. Thefirst caution concerns his person immediately, asdwelling in us. It isgiven, Eph. iv. 30,
“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” There is a complaint, Isa. Ixiii. 10, of them who vexed or
grieved the Spirit of God; and from thence does this caution seem to be taken. That it isthe person
of the Holy Ghost which is here intended, is evident, —

(1.) From the phrase, or manner of expression, with a double article, To IMvedua to dylo, —
“That Holy Spirit;” and also, —

(2.) From thework assigned to him in thefollowing words, of “sealing to the day of redemption;”
which, as has been manifested, isthe work of the Holy Ghost. Now, whereas this may be understood
of the Spirit in others, or in ourselves, it is evident that the apostle intends it in the latter sense, by
his addition of that signal and eminent privilege which we ourselves enjoy by him: he seals us to
the day of redemption.

Let us see, then, the tendency of this expression, as comprising the first general rule of our
communion with the Holy Ghost, — “Grieve not the Spirit.”

Theterm of “grieving,” or affecting with sorrow, may be considered either actively, in respect
of the persons grieving; or passively, in respect of the persons grieved. In the latter sense the
expression is metaphorical. The Spirit cannot be grieved, or affected with sorrow; which infers
alteration, disappointment, weakness, — all incompatible with his infinite perfections; yet men
may actively do that which isfit and able to grieve any one that stands affected towards them as
doesthe Holy Ghost. If he be not grieved, it is no thanksto us, but to his own unchangeabl e nature.
So that there are two things denoted in this expression:—

First, That the Holy Ghost is affected towards us as onethat isloving, careful, tender, concerned
in our good and well-doing; and therefore upon our miscarriages is said to be grieved: as a good
friend of akind and loving natureis apt to be on the miscarriage of him whom he does affect. And
thisis that we are principally to regard in this caution, as the ground and foundation of it, — the
love, kindness, and tenderness of the Holy Ghost unto us. “ Grieve him not.”
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Secondly, That we may do thosethingsthat are proper to grieve him, though he be not passively
grieved; our sin being no less therein than if he were grieved as we are. Now, how this is done,
how the Spirit is grieved, the apostle declareth in the contexture of that discourse, verses 21-24.
He presseth to a progress in sanctification, and all the fruits of regeneration, verses 25-29. He
dehorts from sundry particular evils that were contrary thereto, and then gives the general
enforcement of the one and the other, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God;” that is, by coming
short of that universal sanctification which our planting into Christ doesrequire. The positive duty
included in this caution, of not grieving the Holy Spirit, isthis, — that we pursue universal holiness
with regard unto, and upon the account of, the love, kindness, and tenderness, of the Holy Ghost.
This is the foundation of our communion we have in general. When the soul considers the love,
kindness, and tenderness of the Holy Ghost unto him; when he considers all the fruits and acts of
hislove and good-will towards him; and on that account, and under that consideration, because he
isso concerned in our ways and walkings, to abstain from evils, and towalk in all duties of holiness,
— this is to have communion with him. This consideration, that the Holy Ghost, who is our
comforter, isdelighted with our obedience, grieved at our evils and follies, being made a continual
motive to, and reason of, our close walking with God in all holiness, is, | say, thefirst general way
of our communion with him.

Here let usfix alittle. We lose both the power and pleasure of our obedience for want of this
consideration. We see on what account the Holy Ghost undertakes to be our comforter, by what
ways and means he performs that office towards us; what an unworthy thing it is to grieve him,
who comesto us on purposeto give us consolation! L et the soul, in the whole course of its obedience,
exercise itself by faith to thoughts hereof, and lay due weight upon it: “The Holy Ghost, in his
infinite love and kindness towards me, has condescended to be my comforter; he doesit willingly,
freely, powerfully. What have | received from him! in the multitude of my perplexities how has he
refreshed my soul! Can | live one day without his consolations? And shall | be regardless of him
in that wherein heis concerned? Shall | grieve him by negligence, sin, and folly? Shall not hislove
constrain me to walk before himto all well-pleasing?’ So have we in general fellowship with him.

2. The second is that of 1 Thess. v. 19, “Quench not the Spirit.” There are various thoughts
about the sense of these words. “The Spirit in others, that is, their spiritual gifts,” say some; but
thenit fallsin with what follows, verse 20, “ Despise not prophesying.” “ The light that God has set
up in our hearts,” say others; but where isthat called absolutely To Ivedua, — “The Spirit?’ It is
the Holy Ghost himself that is here intended, not immediately, in respect of his person (in which
regard heissaid to be grieved, which is apersonal affection); but in respect of his motions, acting,
and operations. The Holy Ghost was typified by the fire that was always kept alive on the altar. He
isalso called a“ Spirit of burning.” The reasons of that allusion are manifold; not now to beinsisted
on. Now, the opposition that is made to fire in its acting, is by quenching. Hence the opposition
made to the acting of the Holy Ghost are called “ quenching of the Spirit,” as some kind of wet
wood will do, when it is cast into the fire. Thence are we said, in pursuance of the same metaphor,
avalwmrupel, — to “stir up with new fire,” the giftsthat are in us. The Holy Ghost is striving with
us, acting in us, moving variously for our growth in grace, and bringing forth fruit meet for the
principle he has endued us withal. “ Take heed,” saith the apostle, “lest, by the power of your lusts
and temptations, you attend not to his workings, but hinder him in his good-will towards you; that
is, what inyou lies.”
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This, then, is the second general rule for our communion with the Holy Ghost. It respects his
gracious operations in us and by us. There are several and various ways whereby the Holy Ghost
issaid to act, exert, and put forth his power in us; partly by moving upon and stirring up the grace
we have received; partly by new supplies of grace from Jesus Christ, falling in with occasions for
their exercise, raising good motions immediately or occasionally within us; — all tending to our
furtherance in obedience and walking with God. All these are we carefully to observe and take
notice of, — consider the fountain whence they come, and the end which they lead us unto. Hence
have we communion with the Holy Ghost, when we can consider him by faith as the immediate
author of all supplies, assistance, and the whole relief we have by grace; of all good acting, risings,
motionsin our hearts; of al strivings and contending against sin. When we consider, | say, all these
his acting and workings in their tendency to our consolation, and on that account are careful and
watchful to improve them all to the end aimed at, as coming from him who is so loving, and kind,
and tender to us, we have communion with him.

Thisisthat whichisintended, — every gracious acting of the blessed Spirit in and towards our
souls, is constantly by faith to be considered as coming from him in a peculiar manner; his mind,
his goodwill is to be observed therein. Hence, care and diligence for the improvement of every
motion of hiswill arise; thence reverence of his presence with us, with due spiritual regard to his
holiness, does ensue, and our souls are wonted to intercourse with him.

3. The third caution concerns him and his work, in the dispensation of that great ordinance of
the word. Stephen tells the Jews, Acts vii. 51, that they “resisted the Holy Ghost.” How did they
do it? Why, astheir fathers did it: “Asyour fathers did, so do ye.” How did their fathers resist the
Holy Ghost? Verse 52, “They persecuted the prophets, and slew them;” their opposition to the
prophetsin preaching the gospel, or their showing of the coming of the Just One, wastheir resisting
of the Holy Ghost. Now, the Holy Ghost is said to be resisted in the contempt of the preaching of
the word; because the gift of preaching of it isfrom him. “The manifestation of the Spirit is given
to profit.” Hence, when our Saviour promiseth the Spirit to his disciples, to be present with them
for the conviction of the world, he tells them he will give them a mouth and wisdom, which their
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist, Luke xxi. 15; concerning which, in the
accomplishment of it in Stephen, it is said that they “were not able to resist the Spirit by which he
gpake,” Actsvi. 10. The Holy Ghost then setting up aministry in the church, separating men thereto,
furnishing them with gifts and abilities for the dispensation of the word; the not obeying of that
word, opposing of it, not falling down before it, is called resisting of the Holy Ghost. This, in the
examples of the wickedness of others, are we cautioned against. And thisinwrapsthe third general
rule of our communion with the Holy Ghost:— in the dispensation of the word of the gospel, the
authority, wisdom, and goodness of the Holy Ghost, in furnishing men with gifts for that end and
purpose, and his presence with them, as to the virtue thereof, is to be eyed, and subjection given
unto it on that account. On thisreason, | say, on thisground, is obedience to be yielded to the word,
in the ministerial dispensation thereof — because the Holy Ghost, and he alone, does furnish with
giftsto that end and purpose. When this consideration causeth us to fall low before the word, then
have we communion with the Holy Ghost in that ordinance. But thisis commonly spoken unto.
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Chapter 8.

Particular directions for communion with the Holy Chest.

Berore | name particular directions for our communion with the Holy Ghost, | must premise
some cautions, as far as the directions to be given, concerning his worship.

First. Thedivine natureisthe reason and cause of all worship; sothat it isimpossibleto worship
any one person, and not worship the whole Trinity. It is, and that not without ground, denied by
the schoolmen, that the formal reason and object of divine worship is in the persons precisely
considered; that is, under the formally-constitutive reason of their personality, whichistheir relation
to each other. But this belongsto the divine nature and essence, and to their distinct persons asthey
are identified with the essence itself. Hence is that way of praying to the Trinity, by the repetition
of the same petition to the several persons (asinthe Litany), groundless, if not impious. It supposeth
that one person is worshipped, and not another, when each person is worshipped as God, and each
person is so; — as though we first should desire one thing of the Father, and be heard and granted
by him, then ask the same thing of the Son, and so of the Holy Ghost; and so act as to the same
thing three distinct acts of worship, and expect to be heard and have the same thing granted three
times distinctly, when all the works of the Trinity, ad extra, are indivisible.

The proper and peculiar object of divine worship and invocation is the essence of God, in its
infinite excellency, dignity, majesty, and its causality, as the first sovereign cause of all things.
Now, this is common to all the three persons, and is proper to each of them; not formally as a
person, but as God blessed for ever. All adoration respects that which is common to al; so that in
each act of adoration and worship, all are adored and worshipped. The creatures worship their
Creator; and aman, him in whose image he was created, — namely, him “from whom descendeth
every good and perfect gift:” all this describing God as God. Hence, —

Secondly. When we begin our prayers to God the Father, and end them in the name of Jesus
Christ, yet the Son is no less invocated and worshipped in the beginning than the Father, though
he be peculiarly mentioned as mediator in the close, — not as Son to himself, but as Mediator to
the whole Trinity, or God in Trinity. But in the invocation of God the Father we invocate every
person; because we invocate the Father as God, every person being so.

Thirdly. In that heavenly directory which we have, Eph. ii. 18, thiswhole business is declared.
Our accessin our worship issaid to be “to the Father;” and this*“through Christ,” or his mediation;
“by the Spirit,” or his assistance. Here is adistinction of the persons, asto their operations, but not
a all as to their being the object of our worship. For the Son and the Holy Ghost are no less
worshipped in our access to God than the Father himself; only, the grace of the Father, which we
obtain by the mediation of the Son and the assistance of the Spirit, is that which we draw nigh to
God for. So that when, by the distinct dispensation of the Trinity, and every person, we are led to
worship (that is, to act faith on or invocate) any person, we do herein worship the whole Trinity;
and every person, by what name soever, of Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, we invocate him. So that
thisisto be observed in this whole matter, — that when any work of the Holy Ghost (or any other
person), which is appropriated to him (we never exclude the concurrence of other persons), draws
usto theworship of him, yet heisnot worshipped exclusively, but the whole Godhead isworshipped.

Fourthly. These cautions being premised, | say that we are distinctly to worship the Holy Ghost.
Asitisinthe case of faith in respect of the Father and the Son, John xiv. 1, “Believein God, believe
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alsoinme,” this extends itself no lessto the Holy Ghost. Christ called the disciples for the acting
of faith on him, he being upon the accomplishment of the great work of hismediation; and the Holy
Ghost, now carrying on the work of his delegation, requireth the same. And to the same purpose
are their distinct operations mentioned: “My Father worketh hitherto, and | work.” Now, as the
formal reason of the worship of the Son is not his mediation, but his being God (his mediation
being a powerful motive thereto), so the formal reason of our worshipping the Holy Ghost is not
his being our comforter, but his being God; yet his being our comforter is a powerful motive
thereunto.

Thisisthe sum of thefirst direction.— the grace, acting, love, effects of the Holy Ghost, as he
isour comforter, ought to stir us up and provoke us to love, worship, believe in, and invocate him;
— though all this, being directed to him as God, is no less directed, on that account, to the other
persons than to him. Only by the fruits of hislove towards us are we stirred up unto it.

These things being presupposed, let the saints learn to act faith distinctly on the Holy Ghost,
astheimmediate efficient cause of all the good things mentioned; — faith, | say, to believein him;
and faith in all things to believe him and to yield obedience to him; faith, not imagination. The
distinction of the personsin the Trinity isnot to be fancied, but believed. So, then, the Scripture so
fully, frequently, clearly, distinctly ascribing the things we have been speaking of to theimmediate
efficiency of the Holy Ghost, faith closes with him in the truth revealed, and peculiarly regards
him, worships him, serves him, waits for him, prayeth to him, praiseth him; — all these things, |
say, the saints do in faith. The person of the Holy Ghost, revealing itself in these operations and
effects, isthe peculiar object of our worship. Therefore, when he ought to be peculiarly honoured,
and is not, heis peculiarly sinned against. Actsv. 3, Ananias is said to lie to the Holy Ghost, —
not to God; which being taken essentially, would denote the whole Trinity, but peculiarly to the
Holy Ghost. Him he was to have honoured peculiarly in that especia gift of his which he made
profession of; — not doing it, he sinned peculiarly against him. But this must be a little farther
branched into particulars.—

Let us, then, lay weight on every effect of the Holy Ghost in any of the particulars before
mentioned, on this account, that they are acts of hislove and power towards us. This faith will do,
that takes notice of his kindness in all things. Frequently he performs, in sundry particulars, the
office of acomforter towards us, and we are not thoroughly comforted, — we take no notice at all
of what he does. Then is he grieved. Of those who do receive and own the consolation he tenders
and administers, how few are there that consider him as the comforter, and rejoice in him as they
ought! Upon every work of consolation that the believer receives, this ought his faith to resolve
upon, — “Thisis from the Holy Ghost; he is the Comforter, the God of all consolation; | know
thereisno joy, peace, hope, nor comfort, but what he works, gives, and bestows; and, that he might
give me this consolation, he has willingly condescended to this office of acomforter. Hislove was
init, and on that account does he continue it. Also, he is sent by the Father and Son for that end
and purpose. By this means come | to be partaker of my joy, — it is in the Holy Ghost; of
consolation, — he is the Comforter. What price, now, shall | set upon hislove! how shall | value
the mercy that | have received!”

This, | say, is applicable to every particular effect of the Holy Ghost towards us, and herein
have we communion and fellowship with him, as was in part discovered in our handling the
particulars. Does he shed abroad the love of God in our hearts? does he witness unto our adoption?
The soul considers his presence, ponders his love, his condescension, goodness, and kindness; is
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filled with reverence of him, and cares [takes care] not to grieve him, and labours to preserve his
temple, his habitation, pure and holy.

Again: our communion with him causeth in us returning praise, and thanks, and honour, and
glory, and blessing to him, on the account of the mercies and privileges which we receive from
him; which are many. Herein consists our next direction. So do we with the Son of God on the
account of our redemption: “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsin hisown blood,
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever,” Rev. i. 5, 6. And are not the like praises and
blessings due to him by whom the work of redemption is made effectual to us? who with no less
infinite love undertook our consolation than the Son our redemption. When we feel our hearts
warmed with joy, supported in peace, established in our obedience, let us ascribe to him the praise
that is due to him, bless his name, and rejoice in him.

And thisglorifying of the Holy Ghost in thanksgivings, on aspiritual sense of his consolations,
is no small part of our communion with him. Considering his free engagement in this work, his
coming forth from the Father to this purpose, his mission by the Son, and condescension therein,
hislove and kindness, the soul of abeliever ispoured out in thankful praisesto him, and is sweetly
affected with the duty. There is no duty that leaves a more heavenly savour in the soul than this
does.

Also, in our prayers to him for the carrying on the work of our consolation, which he has
undertaken, lies our communion with him. John prays for grace and peace from the seven Spirits
that are before the throne, or the Holy Ghost, whose operations are perfect and complete. This part
of hiswaorship is expressly mentioned frequently in Scripture; and all others do necessarily attend
it. Let the saints consider what need they stand in of these effects of the Holy Ghost before
mentioned, with many such others as might be insisted on; weigh all the privileges which we are
made partakers of ; remember that he distributes them as he will, that he has the sovereign disposal
of them; and they will be prepared for this duty.

How and in what sense it is to be performed has been already declared: what is the formal
reason of this worship, and intimate object of it, | have a'so manifested. In the duty itself is put
forth no small part of thelife, efficacy, and vigour of faith; and we come short of that enlargedness
of spirit in dealing with God, and are straitened from walking in the breadth of his ways, which we
are called unto, if we learn not ourselves to meet him with hisworship in every way heis pleased
to communicate himself unto us. In these things he does so in the person of the Holy Ghost. In that
person do we meet him, hislove, grace, and authority, by our prayers and supplications.

Again: consider him as he condescends to this delegation of the Father and the Son to be our
comforter, and ask him daily of the Father in the name of Jesus Christ. Thisis the daily work of
believers. They look upon, and by faith consider, the Holy Ghost as promised to be sent. In this
promise, they know, lies all their grace, peace, mercy, joy, and hope. For by him so promised, and
him alone, are these things communicated to them. If, therefore, our live to God, or the joy of that
life, be considerable, in this we are to abound, — to ask him of the Father, as children do of their
parents daily bread. And as, in this asking and receiving of the Holy Ghost, we have communion
with the Father in hislove, whence heis sent; and with the Son in his grace, whereby heis obtained
for us; so with himself, on the account of his voluntary condescension to this dispensation. Every
request for the Holy Ghost implies our closing with all these. O the riches of the grace of God!

Humbling ourselves for our miscarriagesin reference to him is another part of our communion
with him. That we have grieved him as to his person, guenched him as to the motion of his grace,
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or resisted him in his ordinances, is to be mourned for; as has been declared. Let our souls be
humbled before him on this account. This one considerable ingredient of godly sorrow, and the
thoughts of it, are as suitable to the affecting of our heartswith humiliation, and indignation against
sin, as any other whatever. | might proceed in the like considerations; as also make application of
them to the particular effects of the Holy Ghost enumerated; but my design isonly to point out the
heads of things, and to leave them to the improvement of others.

| shall shut up this whole discourse with some considerations of the sad estate and condition
of men not interested in this promise of the Spirit, nor made partakers of his consolation:—

1. They have no true consolation or comfort, betheir estate and condition what it will. Are they
under affliction or in trouble? — they must bear their own burden; and how much too weak they
are for it, if God be pleased to lay on his hand with more weight than ordinary, is easily known.
Men may have stoutness of spirit, and put on great resolutions to wrestle with their troubles; but
when thisis merely from the natural spirit of aman, —

(1.) For the most part it is but an outside. It is done with respect to others, that they may not
appear low-spirited or dejected. Their hearts are eaten up and devoured with troubles and anxiety
of mind. Their thoughts are perplexed, and they are still striving, but never come to a conquest.
Every new trouble, every littlealteration in their trias, putsthem to new vexation. It isan ungrounded
resolution that bears them up, and they are easily shaken.

(2.) What is the best of their resolves and enduring? It is but a contending with God, who has
entangled them, — the struggling of afleaunder amountain. Y ea, though, on outward considerations
and principles, they endeavour after patience and tolerance, yet all is but a contending with God,
— astriving to be quiet under that which God has sent on purpose to disturb them. God does not
afflict men without the Spirit, to exercise their patience; but to disturb their peace and security. All
their arming themselves with patience and resolution, is but to keep the hold that God will cast
them out of, or else make them the nearer to ruin. Thisis the best of their consolation in the time
of their trouble.

(3.) If they do promise themselves any thing of the care of God towards them, and relieve
themselvesthereby, — asthey often do, on one account or another, especially when they are driven
from other holds, — all their relief is but like the dreaming of an hungry man, who supposeth that
he eateth and drinketh, and is refreshed; but when he awaketh, he is empty and disappointed. So
are they as to al their relief that they promise to receive from God, and the support which they
seem to have from him. When they are awaked at the latter day, and see all things clearly, they will
find that God was their enemy, laughing at their calamity, and mocking when their fear was on
them.

Soisitwiththemintrouble. Isit any better with them in their prosperity? This, indeed, is often
great, and is marvellously described in Scripture, asto their lives, and oftentimes quiet, peaceable
end. But have they any true consolation all their days? They eat, drink, sleep, and make merry, and
perhaps heap up to themselves; but how little do these things make them to differ from the beasts
that perish! Solomon’s advantage, to have the use and know the utmost of these things, much
beyond any of the sons of men of our generation, is commonly taken notice of. The account also
that he gives of them is known: “They are all vanity and vexation of spirit.” This is their
consolation:— a crackling of thorns under the pot, a sudden flash and blaze, that begins but to
perish. So that both adversity and prosperity slayeth them; and whether they arelaughing or crying,
they are still dying.
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2. They have no peace, — no peace with God, nor in their own souls. | know that many of them,
upon false bottoms, grounds, and expectations, do make a shift to keep things in some quietness,
neither isit my business at present to discover the fal seness and unsoundness of it; but thisistheir
state. True and solid peace being an effect of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of believers (as has been
declared), they who are not made partakers of him have no such peace. They may cry, “Peace,
peace,” indeed, when sudden destruction isat hand. The principles of their peace (as may be easily
evinced) are, darkness or ignorance, treachery of conscience, self-righteousness, and vain hope.
To these heads may al the principles of their peace be reduced; and what will these avail them in
the day when the Lord shall deal with them?

3. | might say the same concerning their joy and hope; — they arefalse and perishing. L et them,
then, consider this, who have satisfied themselves with a persuasion of their interest in the good
things of the gospel, and yet have despised the Spirit of Christ. | know there are many that may
pretend to him, and yet are strangers from his grace; but if they perish who in profession use him
kindly, and honour him, if he dwell not in them with power, where shall they appear who oppose
and affront him? The Scripture tells us, that unless the Spirit of Christ be in us, we are dead, we
arereprobates, — we are none of Christ’s. Without him you can have none of those glorious effects
of histowards believers before mentioned; and you are so far from inquiring whether he be in you
or no, as that you are ready to deride them in whom he is. Are there none who profess the gospel,
who have never once seriously inquired whether they are made partakers of the Holy Ghost or no?
Y ou that almost account it a ridiculous thing to be put upon any such question, who look on all
men as vain pretendersthat talk of the Spirit, the Lord awake such men to asight of their condition
beforeit betoo late! If the Spirit dwell not in you, if he be not your Comforter, neither is God your
Father, nor the Son your Advocate, nor have you any portion in the gospel. O that God would awake
some poor soul to the consideration of thisthing, before the neglect and contempt of the Holy Ghost
come to that despising of him from which thereis no recovery! that the Lord would spread before
them all the folly of their hearts, that they may be ashamed and confounded, and do no more
presumptuously!
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A

VINDICATION
OF

SOME PASSAGESIN A DISCOURSE CONCERNING COMMUNION WITH
GOD,

FROM

THE EXCEPTIONS OF WILLIAM SHERLOCK,
RECTOR OF ST GEORGE, BOTOLPH LANE

Prefatory Note.

WiLLiIAM SHERLOCK, father of Dr Thomas Sherlock, an eminent bishop of London, was himself
distinguished as an author, and mingled deeply in the controversies of his day. His strictures on
Owen’ swork on Communion with God appeared in 1674, after that work had been seventeen years
before the public. It seemsto have been Sherlock’ sfirst appearance in authorship; and some of his
subsequent treatises such as those on Providence and on Death afford a better specimen of his
abilities. They are destitute of evangelical principle and feeling, and imbued throughout with a
freezing rationalism of tone; but, nevertheless, contain some views of the Divine administration,
acutely conceived and ably stated. He became rector of St George, Botol ph Lane, received aprebend
in St Paul’s, and was appointed Master of the Temple about 1684. His conduct at the Revolution
was not straightforward, and laid him open to the reproaches of the Jacobites, who blamed him for
deserting their party. There was a controversy of some importance between him and Dr South. The
latter, on the ground of some expressions in the work by the former on the Trinity (1690), accused
him of Tritheism. Sherlock retorted by accusing his critic of Sabellianism. He died in 1707, at the
acre of sixty-six.

Sherlock’ swork against Owen was entitled, “ A Discourse concerning the Knowledge of Jesus
Christ, and on Union and Communion with Him,” etc. Owen confines himself, in hisreply, to an
exposure of the misrepresentationsin which Sherlock had indulged. Thelatter, for example, sought
to fix on the Puritan divine the doctrine, that the knowledge of divine things was to be obtained
from the person of Christ, apart from thetruth asrevealed in the Scriptures. Our author successfully
vindicates himself from this charge, and repudiates other sentiments equally mystical, and ascribed
to him with equal injustice. The views of Sherlock, on the points at issue, have been termed, “a
confused mass of Socinianized Arminianism.” Owen evinces a strength of feeling, in some parts
of his“Vindication,” which may be accounted for on the ground that he resented the attack as part
of a systematic effort made at this time to destroy his standing and reputation as an author. In the
main, there is a dignity in his statements which contrasts well with the wayward petulance of his
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antagonist; and occasionally the reader will find a vein of quiet and skilful irony, in the way in
which he disposes of the crude views of Sherlock.

Such was the beginning of the Communion Controversy, which soon embraced a wider range
of topics, and points of more importance, than the merits of Owen’s book. Besides the original
disputants, others entered the field. Robert Ferguson in 1675, wrote against Sherlock a volume
entitled, “The Interest of Reason in Religion,” etc. Edward Polhill followed, in “An Answer to the
Discourse of Mr William Sherlock,” etc. Vincent Alsop first displayed in this controversy his
powers of wit and acumen as an author, in his “ Antisozzo, or Sherlocismus Enervatus.” Henry
Hickman, a man of considerable gifts, and pastor of an English congregation at L eaden, wrote the
“Speculum Sherlockianum,” etc. Samuel Rollé, a nonconformist, wrote the “Prodromus, or the
Character of Mr Sherlock’s Books” and also, in the same controversy, “Justification Justified.”
Thomas Danson, who had been gjected from Sibton, and author of several works against the Quakers,
wrote “The Friendly Debate between Satan and Sherlock” and afterwards he published again in
defence of it. Sherlock, in 1675, replied to Owen and Ferguson in his “ Defence and Continuation
of the Discourse concerning the Knowledge of Jesus Christ.” He was supported by Thomas Hotchkis,
Rector of Staunton, ina* Discourse concerning the Imputation of Christ’ s Righteousness,” etc. The
singular diligence of Mr Orme has compiled thisfull list of the works published in thiscontroversy;
but he is not quite correct in affirming that it was closed by the replies of Sherlock and Hotchkis
in 1675. A second part of the work by Hotchkis appeared in 1678, and Sherlock was the author of
two other works, “An Answer to Thomas Danson’s scandalous pamphlet, entitled ‘A Friendly
Conference,” ” etc., which appeared in 1677, and was followed by a*“Vindication of Mr Sherlock
against the Cavils of Mr Danson.” — Eb.

A Vindication of some Passagesin a Discour se concer ning Communion with
God.

IT is now near twenty years since | wrote and published a Discourse concerning Communion
with God. Of what use and advantage it has been to any, asto their furtherance in the design aimed
at therein, isleft unto them to judge by whom it has been perused with any candid diligence; and
| do know that multitudes of personsfearing God, and desiring to walk before him in sincerity, are
ready, if occasion require, to give testimony unto the benefit which they have received thereby; —
as| can also at any time produce the testimonies of [as] |earned and holy persons, it may be, as any
| know living, both in England and out of it, who, owning the truth contained in it, have highly
avowed its usefulness, and are ready yet so to do. With all other persons, so far as ever | heard, it
passed at the rate of a tolerable acceptation with discourses of the same kind and nature. And
however any thing or passage in it might not, possibly, suit the apprehensions of some, yet, being
wholly practical, designed for popular edification, without any direct engagement into things
controversial, | looked for no opposition unto it or exception against it; but that it would at |east be
suffered to pass at that rate of allowance which is universally granted unto that sort of writings,
both of ancient and modern authors. Accordingly it so fell out, and continued for many years; until
some persons began to judge it their interest, and to make it their business, to cavil at my writings,
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and to load my person with reproaches. With what little success, as to their avowed designs, they
have laboured therein, — how openly their endeavours are sunk into contempt with al sorts of
persons pretending unto the least sobriety or modesty, — | suppose they are not themsel ves altogether
insensible. Among the things which this sort of men sought to make an advantage of against me,
| found that two or three of them began to reflect on that discourse; though it appeared they had
not satisfied themselveswhat asyet to fix upon, their nibbling cavils being exceedingly ridicul ous.

But yet, from those intimations of some men’s good-will towards it, — sufficient to provoke
the industry of such as either needed their assistance or valued their favour, — | wasin expectation
that one or other would possess that province, and attempt the whole discourse or some parts of it.
Nor was | dissatisfied in my apprehensions of that design; for, being earnestly solicited to suffer it
to be reprinted, |1 was very willing to see what either could or would be objected against it before
it received another impression. For whereas it was written now near twenty years ago, when there
was the deepest peace in the minds of all men about the things treated of therein, and when | had
no apprehension of any dissent from the principal design, scope, and parts of it by any called
Christiansin theworld, the Socinians only excepted (whom | had therein no regard unto), | thought
it highly probable that some things might have been so expressed as to render a review and
amendment to them more than ordinarily necessary. And | reckoned it not improbable, but that
from one malevolent adversary | might receive a more instructive information of such escapes of
diligence than | could do in so long atime from all the more impartial readers of it; for as unto the
substance of the doctrine declared in it, | was sufficiently secure, not only of its truth, but that it
would immovably endure the rudest assaults of such oppositions as | did expect. | was therefore
very well satisfied when | heard of the publishing of this treatise of Mr Sherlock’s, — which, as|
wasinformed, and since have found true, was principally intended against myself, and that discourse
(that is, that book), because | was the author of it, which will at last proveit to beitsonly guilt and
crime; — for | thought | should be at once now satisfied, both what it was which was so long
contriving against it (whereof | could give no conjecture), as also be directed unto any such mistakes
as might have befallen mein matter or manner of expression, which | would or might rectify before
the book received another edition. But, upon aview and perusal of this discourse, | found myself
under adouble surprisal. For, first, in referenceto my own, | could not find any thing, any doctrine,
any expressions, any words reflected on, which the exceptions of this man do give me the least
occasion to alter, or to desire that they had been otherwise either expressed or delivered; — not
any thing which now, after near twenty years, | do not still equally approve of, and which | am not
yet ready to justify. The other part of my surprisal was somewhat particular, though, in truth, it
ought to have been none at al; and this was with respect unto those doctrinal principles which he
manageth hisoppositionsupon. A surprisal they were unto me, because wild, uncouth, extravagant,
and contrary to the common faith of Christians, — being all of them traduced, and some of them
transcribed, from the writings of the Socinians; [whil€] yet [they] ought not to have been so, because
| was assured that an opposition unto that discourse could be managed on no other [ground]. But,
however, the doctrine maintained by this man, and those opposed or scorned by him, are not my
special concernment; for what isit to me what the Rector of etc., preacheth or publisheth, beyond
my common interest in the truths of the gospel, with other men as great strangers unto him as
myself, who to my knowledge never saw him, nor heard of his name till infamed by his book?
Only, | shall take leave to say, that the doctrine here published, and licensed so to be, is either the
doctrine of the present church of England, or it is not. If it be so, | shall be forced to declare that |
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neither have, nor will have, any communion therein; and that, as for other reasons, so in particular,
because | will not renounce or depart from that which | know to be the true, ancient, and catholic
doctrine of thischurch. If it be not so, — as| am assured, with respect unto many bishops and other
learned men, that it is not, — it is certainly the concernment of them who preside therein to take
care that such kind of discourses be not countenanced with the stamp of their public authority, lest
they and the church be represented unto a great disadvantage with many.

It was some months after the publishing of this discourse, before | entertained any thoughts of
taking the least notice of it, — yea, | was resolved to the contrary, and declared those resolutions
as | had occasion; neither was it until very lately that my second thoughts came to a compliance
with the desires of some others, to consider my own peculiar concernment therein. And thisis all
which | now design; for the examination of the opinions which this author has vented under the
countenance of public license, whatever they may think, |1 know to be more the concernment of
other men than mine. Nor yet do | enter into the consideration of what iswritten by this author with
the least respect unto myself, or my own reputation, which | have the satisfaction to conceive not
to be prejudiced by such pitiful attempts; nor have | the least desire to preserve it in the minds of
such persons as wherein it can suffer on this occasion. But the vindication of some sacred truths,
petulantly traduced by this author, seems to be cast on me in an especial manner; because he has
opposed them, and endeavoured to expose them to scorn, as declared in my book; whence others,
more meet for this work, might think themselves discharged from taking notice of them. Setting
aside this consideration, | can freely give this sort of men leave to go on with their revilings and
scoffings until they are weary or ashamed; which, as far as | can discern, upon consideration of
their ability for such awork, and their confidence therein, isnot like to bein haste; — at least, they
can changetheir course, and when they are out of breath in pursuit of one sort of calumnies, betake
themselves unto another. Witness the late malicious, and yet withal ridiculous, reports that they
have divulged concerning me, even with respect unto civil affairs, and their industry therein; for
although they were such as had not any thing of the least probability or likelihood to give them
countenance, yet were they so impetuously divulged, and so readily entertained by many, as made
me think there was more than the common artifices of calumny employed in their raising and
improvement, especially considering what persons | can justly charge those reports upon. But in
this course they may proceed whilst they please and think convenient: | find myself no more
concerned in what they write or say of this nature than if it were no more but, —
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It is the doctrine traduced only that | am concerned about, and that as it has been the doctrine
of the church of England.

It may be it will be said (for there is no security against confidence and immodesty, backed
with secular advantages), that the doctrinal principles asserted in this book are agreeable with the
doctrine of the church in former times; and therefore those opposed in it, such as are condemned
thereby. Hereabout | shall make no long contest with them who once discover that their minds are
by any means emboldened to undertake the defence of such shamelessuntruths; nor shall | multiply
testimonies to prove the contrary, which others are more concerned to do, if they intend not to
betray the religion of that church with whose preservation and defence they are intrusted. Only,
because there are ancient divines of this church, who, | am persuaded, will be allowed with the
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most to have known as well the doctrine of it, and as firmly to have adhered thereunto, as this
author, who have particularly spoken unto most of the things which he has opposed, or rather
reproached, | shall transcribe the words of one of them, whereby he, and those who employ him,
may be minded with whom they have to do in those things. For, as to the writers of the ancient
church, there is herein no regard had unto them. He whom | shall name is Mr Hooker, and that in
hisfamous book of “ Ecclesiastical Polity;” who, in the fifth book thereof, and 56th paragraph, thus
discourseth.—

“We have hitherto spoken of the person and of the presence of Christ. Participation is that
mutual inward hold which Christ has of us, and we of him, in such sort that each possesses other
by way of special interest, property, and inherent copulation.” And after the interposition of some
things conceding the mutual in-being and love of the Father and the Son, he thus proceedeth:—
“We are by nature the sons of Adam. When God created Adam, he created us; and as many as are
descended from Adam have in themselves the root out of which they spring. The sons of God we
neither are all nor any one of us, otherwise than only by grace and favour. The sons of God have
God’ sown natural Son asasecond Adam from heaven; whose race and progeny they are by spiritual
and heavenly birth. God therefore loving eternally his Son, he must needs eternally in him have
loved, and preferred before al others, them which are spiritually since descended and sprung out
of him. These were in God asin their Saviour, and not asin their Creator only. It was the purpose
of his saving goodness, his saving wisdom, and his saving power, which inclined itself towards
them. They which thuswerein God eternally by their intended admission to life, have, by vocation
or adoption, God actually now in them, asthe artificesisin the work which his hand does presently
frame. Life, as al other gifts and benefits, grows originally from the Father, and comes not to us
but by the Son, nor by the Son to any of usin particular, but through the Spirit. For this cause the
apostle wisheth to the church of Corinth, ‘the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the holy Ghost;” which three St Peter comprehendeth in one, — the
participation of the divine nature. We are, therefore, in God through Christ eternally, according to
that intent and purpose whereby we are chosen to be made hisin this present world before the world
itself was made. We are in God through the knowledge which is had of us, and the love which is
borne towards us from everlasting; but in God we actually are no longer than only from the time
of our actual adoption into the body of his true church, into the fellowship of his children. For his
church he knoweth and loveth; so that they which are in the church are thereby known to bein him.
Our being in Christ by eternal foreknowledge saveth us not, without our actual and real adoption
into the fellowship of his saints in this present world. For in him we actually are by our actual
incorporation into that society which has him for their head, and does make together with him one
body (he and they in that respect having one name); for which cause, by virtue of this mystical
conjunction, we are of him, and in him, even as though our very flesh and bones should be made
continuate with his. We are in Christ, because he knoweth and loveth us, even as parts of himself.
No man is actualy in him but they in whom he actually is; for he which has not the Son of God
hasnot life. ‘| am thevine, ye are the branches: hethat abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit;’” but the branch severed from the vine withereth. We are, therefore, adopted sons
of God to eternal life by participation of the only begotten Son of God, whoselifeisthewell-spring
and cause of ours. It istoo cold an interpretation, whereby some men expound our being in Christ
to import nothing else but only that the self-same nature which maketh usto be men isin him, and
maketh him man aswe are. For what man in the world isthere which has not so far forth communion
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with Jesus Christ? It isnot thisthat can sustain the weight of such sentences as speak of the mystery
of our coherence with Jesus Christ. The churchisin Christ, as Evewasin Adam. Y ea, by grace we
are every [ong] of usin Christ and in his church, as by nature we were in those, our first parents.
God made Eve of therib of Adam; and his church he frameth out of the very flesh, the very wounded
and bleeding side, of the Son of man. His body crucified, and his blood shed for the life of the
world, are the true elements of that heavenly being which maketh us such as himself is of whom
we come. For which cause the words of Adam may be fitly the words of Christ concerning his
church, ‘Flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bones;” — ‘A true nature, extract out of mine own
body.” So that in him, even according to his manhood, we, according to our heavenly being, are as
branches in that root out of which they grow. To all things heislife, and to men light, as the Son
of God; to the church, both life and light eternal, by being made the Son of man for us, and by being
in us a Saviour, whether we respect him as God or as man. Adam isin us as an original cause of
our nature, and of that corruption of nature which causeth death; Christ as the cause original of
restoration to life. The person of Adam isnot in us, but his nature, and the corruption of his nature,
derived into all men by propagation. Christ having Adam’s nature, as we have, but incorrupt,
deriveth not nature but incorruption, and that immediately from hisown person, into all that belong
unto him. As, therefore, we are really partakers of the body of sin and death received from Adam,;
so, except we be truly partakers of Christ, and as really possessed of his Spirit, all we speak of
eternal lifeisbut adream. That which quickeneth usisthe Spirit of the second Adam, and hisflesh
that wherewith he quickeneth. That which in him made our nature incorrupt was the union of his
Deity with our nature. And in that respect the sentence of death and condemnation, which only
taketh hold upon sinful flesh, could no way possibly extend unto him. This caused his voluntary
death for others to prevail with God, and to have the force of an expiatory sacrifice. The blood of
Christ, asthe apostle witnesseth, does, therefore, take away sin; because,  Through the eternal Spirit
he offered himself unto God without spot.” That which sanctified our naturein Christ, — that which
made it a sacrifice available to take away sin, is the same which quickened it, raised it out of the
grave after death, and exalted it unto glory. Seeing, therefore, that Christ isin usaquickening Spirit,
the first degree of communion with Christ must needs consist in the participation of his Spirit,
which Cyprian in that respect terms ‘ germani ssimam societatem,” — the highest and truest society
that can be between man and him, which is both God and man in one. These things St Cyril duly
considering, reproveth their speecheswhich taught that only the Deity of Christ isthe vine whereupon
we by faith do depend as branches, and that neither his flesh nor our bodies are comprised in this
resemblance. For does any man doubt but that even from the flesh of Christ our very bodies do
receive that life which shall make them glorious at the latter day; and for which they are already
accounted parts of his blessed body? Our corruptible bodies could never livethelifethey shall live,
were it not that here they are joined with his body, which isincorruptible; and that hisisin oursas
acause of immortality, — acause, by removing, through the death and merit of his own flesh, that
which hindered thelife of ours. Christ is, therefore, both as God and as man, that true vine whereof
we both spiritually and corporally are branches. The mixture of his bodily substance with oursis
athing which the ancient fathers disclaim. Y et the mixture of his flesh with ours they speak of, to
signify what our very bodies, through mystical conjunction, receive from that vital effi