Christ Our Revelation

by Jeanne Guyon

Chapter 1

Rev. 1:5,6: . . . . and from Jesus Chtj the faithful witness, the first born of
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earthTo Him who loves us, and
released us from our sins by His blood, and Heas made us to be a kingdom,
priests to His God and Father; to Him be the gloryand the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

Everything is given to us through Je€bsist for it is only by Him can anything
be given.

Lord, You are the faithful witness; Ybave signed Your testimony with Your
blood. And what is that testimony? You have essiield, between God and man, the
testimony ofreconciliation, and formed an alliance with human nature. Inpgtesence
of such a witness, we can be sure of Your loverfankind. You have given Yourself on
the cross as a pledge of that love. You have kepptomises You have given us with an
unbroken faithfulness. We see You standing before Jand before us, and we declare
we doubt You not, oh Faithful Witness.

Jesus Christ was the first born in tlesdm of deathHe found immortality
springing from the tomb. That tomb became the cradt of a life that can never be
lost. In this unique birth, life out of death, He @mmunicates life to all those who are
fortunate enough to follow Him. Having life in Himself, He communicates it to
others and, in so doing, withdraws them from death.

See Him, the King of kings. Through Hiamd in Him, they (and we) all reign. All
dominion is in Him alone.

Mankind must then acknowledge Your poaed submit to it, giving You power
over their lives.

Oh Jesus, You have loved us beyond alisme, in giving Yourself to death to
raise us from the dead, delivering us from a secwmadh.

And the dead ones mentioned here were filled witthe corruption of their sins,
yet You washed them in Your blood, opening thus aabundant fountain sufficient
for all.

Rev.1:7: Behold, He is coming with the clouds, andvery eye will see Him, even
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the ath will mourn over Him. Even
so. Amen.



The Scriptures rightly sayBehold,” because the Lord's coming to you is a
present happening. He comes, oh mamg knock at your heart. Do you not want to
receive Him? Yes, He comes; to you! But the hagpstunate day is nearer than we
think, when the Bridegroom of our souls comes. Nahis more certain! And how do
You come, oh God? On the clouds? In the sacrechdaskof faithEvery eye (that is to
say, every understanding heart) will discover HimThat heart can see Him in those
dark clouds-clouds in which He chooses to hide Hira¥.

The time is coming when every redeemed milirbecome "an inward being" and
will embrace this light of faith . . . believe inif, adore Him in spirit and truth . . .
perhaps even those who pierced Him. Yes, thosegrimtest sinners, the gentiles, and
the Jews. Then every eye will see Him. All willibee in Him, all will worship Him; all
will submit to Him. Then all the tribes of the dartvithout exception, will shout for joy
He will become the admiration, the joy and wondémlb men. In that day, all will
delight themselves in the Lord.

But before these times, oh God, how mangses, persecutions, changes!
You alone know, Lord Jesus.

Rev. 1:8: "l am the Alpha and the Omega," says théord God, who is and who was
and "who is to come, the Almighty."

The Word is the beginning and the end.

He is the beginning of all things, becaaltdnas been made by Him. But He wants
to be something else also; He wishes tdNb&JS, to be the beginning of all our works.
HE IS IN US, the beginning of all work€One day all men will know this simple fact .

. ..and will let Him move and direct their life, ard give Life--and be their life. He

comes to give all men His unique life, to turn thenmward. As soon as He is the start
of our actions, He becomes also their end; when wie all by Him, we do all for Him.

This is the whole desire of Jesus Christ now. He diges to be the beginning and
ending of all His creatures. Of you. For to the Wad belongs the beginning--all
beginnings--and end--and the ending--of all thingsHis Father gave Him all power
and put all in His hands. All has been made by theord Jesus. Nothing was made
without Him.

This is true, also, of the inner life. Wegin by Jesus Christ and, wonder of
wonders, we end by Him. After the believer has dadden in God with Him, He is born
in that believer, and lives and works in that onéliHe submerges him in the bosom of
God. This is the Lord Who is, the Lord Who will @ys be, and the Lord Who comes
into us-- into you-- in a special way.



Rev. 1:9: |, John, your brother and fellow partker in the tribulation and
kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was d¢ne island called Patmos,
because of the word of the Lord and the testimgnof Jesus.

John is, of all apostles, the deepesinwardly He seemed to know, inwardly, what
was given to each of us. John partook of the saffjsrand afflictions of Jesus Christ. He,
alone, accompanied Him to Calvary with unfailingydtty John shared His patience,
suffering persecution, and bore with the weak belig (that is, all of us) in a gentle,
loving, unusual way This great Apostle did not tdshe was filled with love. What fire
and flame he must have seen burning in his mastegd . . . and what fiery love then
came to dwell in his own.

Yet, this man was persecuted. We must nosusprised to be persecuted for the
same thing; on the contrary, we must rejoice.

Rev. 1:13:...and in the middle of the lampstands @nlike a son of man, clothed in a
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His bast with a golden girdle.

The long garment covering the Lord Jesuslis purity and innocence; and the
golden girdle is His love.

Rev. 1:14: And His head and His hair were white lik white wool, like snow; and His
eyes were like a flame of fire; ...

The Lord's head, here, represents His upaer the whiteness of which shows His
extreme integrity. His hair also was very whitgmsying two things: the simplicity and
purity of His thoughts, and His antiquity, since ttas eternal as God, even though He
had come in time as man. His eyes are as flamésofYou see, the Word imparts the
knowledge of the Father. This makes us understaatl He is not present only to
enlighten us but also to warm us with His love.

Rev. 1:15: ...and His feet were like burnished brare, when it has been caused to
glow in a furnace, and his voice was like the souraf many waters.

His feet stand for His humanity. His fees éire standing in the furnace of divinity.
Here is divine love for this, His earthly peoplédis voice is as the sound of many
waters,"because His voice-in us-is the Word and is the stigest and deepest grace.
All graces that come to us and are granted to eisvatered, immersed and made fruitful
in us by means of a voice that is as mighty waters.

Rev. 1:17: And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet a a dead man. And He laid His
right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; | amthe first and the last, ..."

Now He appears as He truly is, to a man!



Oh Lord, as soon as You appear, truly mastnfall as dead. All that you and |
have, which we received from Adam, has no strenbitid Adam must die, so that the
new Adam may do His work. But do not be afraid, fof- by the touch of His right
hand-- He sustains the fallen believer and when hgeeems to be on the verge of
perishing... there, in the midst of loss and deathhe finds a greater salvation, a
stronger life, a surer help "Do not fear," says your Lord to you, "becausen the first
and the last."

He says to you, "Indeed, | am the firsbéofound as soon as you enter in My way...I
am the last to complete My work with you. It isthe First that | met you. You lost sight
of me for a timeNow | am here again The first meeting and the second are similar, yet
different. Your second sight of Me is greater, éartbetter, than the first.”

Rev. 1:18: "...and the living One; and | was dead,and behold, | am alive
forevermore, and | have the keys of death and of Hies."

Oh Word of God, You have life in Yoursalid all live by You. Yet, though You
are our very life and came to give life to men, Ydid not hesitate to suffer death
willingly. You were immortal by nature, yet werellivig to take on the form of a mortal
body to destroy death. Ah, here is Your immense land charity...submitting Yourself
to death. Oh Essential Life, Your love made Youlfthe way to submit to death and
thereby free men from the certainty of deatlou destroyed death with Your own
death. It seemed, for a moment, that You allowed deathdévour You; but You
destroyed deatlNow, death, through Your death, has produced LifelDeath died!
Now your Savior holds in His hands the keys of dehtand hell.

Oh Love, if You close, who can open? If Yapen, who can close? Open and close
as You wish. But, the believer who puts his trasYou has such a special advantdge:
one can enter hell unless You open hell's door; andou will never open it for that
one who comes to Your open arms trustingly.

Rev. 1:19: "Write therefore the things which you hare seen, and the things which
are, and the things which shall take place after thse things."

John has received the command to writéhal he has seen and will s&ée can
place Revelation at the level of the Gospels sinoeit we find Jesus Christ. We find
Him as He is after His resurrection, ascension, andnthronement.

The faithful saints are the church, perfect union; they are like a fire, a pure

golden candlestickThat is, they are united in love, burning with thesame fire as
their Lord and enlightened with the same light.

Chapter 2

Rev.2:1-4: "To the angel of the church in Ephesus ite: The One who holds the
seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks aomg the seven golden



lampstands, says this: ‘I know your deeds and youioil and perseverance, and that
you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the testhose who call themselves
apostles, and they are not, and you found them toebfalse; and you have
perseverance and have endured for My name's saken@ have not grown weary.

But | have this against you, that you have left yaufirst love.™

This whole passage of Revelation gointthe faithfulness of God. He, in turn,
requires faithfulness in His followers. See theityuof God and the impurity of the
creature, and how His penetrating light finds disfezven in the angels. You who are
called of God into His service, please note: Golll mat ask you for an exact account of
your virtues in any way to be compared to His measid your love for the flock. What
faithfulness--a faithfulness in loving Him--He exp® from the soul; know that His
divine light would find darkness and impurity eviarthe sun!

There is none so virtuous as this chuHowever, the Lord reproves her for one
thing. She is weakened in her first love. It se¢onme that there is not a Christian who
does not deserve this blame! Where are those whe kept themselves in their first
fervor? Alas, where are they? How rare they ardy@nfirst do we show fervency and
love; after a while we respond to life's troubleghwveowardliness.

Dear one, never take, as examplegvef &ind fervor, the eagerness and desires of
beginners, which often are very imperfect.

Your love must have a firm faithfulse® always do the will of God without
getting tired of it, without leaving your conseaoat..in spite of hardships, dangers,
fears, and persecutions.

Rev. 2:7: "He who has an ear, let him hear what th&pirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes, | will grant to eat of the treef life, which is in the Paradise of
God."

Our God is seen here as the victdwy,conqueror.

No one can overcome but by You. Yo, ah Jesus, this Lamb victorious over
Satan and the flesh. And no one can overcome bvibinand through You. But he who
will conquer in You, will do so by the loss of setis one will eat of the fruit of the tree
of life. You will give that Tree to him. And whas ithis fruit of life? It is Yourself, oh
Jesus! Inwardly You feed the believer who receiVes as life. As the believer gets lost
in You, You quicken him, becoming his very lifestiood.

Rev. 2:8, 9, 10: "And to the angel of the church irBmyrna write: The first and the
last, who was dead, and has come to life, says thisknow your tribulation and
your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemyby those who say they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do nadr what you are about to suffer.
Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you intorison, that you may be tested,



and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithfuluntil death, and | will give you the
crown of life."

This Jesus Christ is the first andl#®t. He is in the bosom of the Father, yet He
became the least of men. He was dead but He is. dllws, those people who partake of
death will partake of His life. Oh, men who ardieféd, in death, think! He who died for
you (and like you), is alive for you. His life is you. Eat of that Tree, partake of that life
in you...and you will live by Him- and you will levzas He does! Is there anything more
comforting for a poor afflicted follower of Christ?

"l know your tribulation,"” says youotd. "I know it." Is that not the greatest
comfort?

I know your poverty, but you are rich.

What does this statement mean? It i@t the greatest riches are found in the
greatest poverty. A man who being deprived of adds does not wish them. He finds in
his bereavement an extreme satisfaction. Withowtather stay, this follower of Christ
trusts in God so much that he has no ground fortrbist! He, therefore, possesses a
treasure and vast riches. A wealthy man can désisomething, not being satisfied with
his wealth. But the poor Christian just mentionleeing perfectly satisfied, has no need
for anything. Having no need, he is perfectly rich!

But these people who are so at peadesatisfied are not known. God hides
them in His sanctuary. He hides them from othersegied even from their own eyes.
Their holiness will be known only in eternity. Thaye slandered and condemned by all
in this life. And by whom are they thus persecuted?

"By them which say they are Jews amrdnat.” Whatever does this mean?

By those who are said to be piousir thiety consisting of outward forms and
setting themselves against the lowly and spiritunes.

The dear forsaken ones, living degghiwithe sanctuary of their spirits...the true
children of Abraham, and the true children of fadb not fear what they must suffer.

This state is an advantage to you.

You will be persecuted even by saints, becausgilié have faith in slanders; but fear
nothing. Darkness knows that its kingdom is more amore destroyed by the followers
of Christ who aim at allowing God to reign in theamd aim at having Him reign in
others. The kingdom of darkness raises againse tsieange persecutions. The dearest to
God will find themselves in prison. Judges willlliended...the most innocent will appear
guilty and the most devoted to the church, seesnamies of her.

Fear not, it is but a trial.



"Ye shall have tribulation ten days."

How long is ten days? As long as yloond deems that persecution must last. So,
be faithful till death, if need be. For the intdreEGod, be faithful even to death. And in
dying, do not lose faith and confidence. Your degilhbe crowned with everlasting life.

Rev.2:11: "He who has an ear, let him hear what th&pirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death

Two deaths have to be met, an intersiritual...and the more natural death.
Only by the first do we overcome. This death allalesus Christ to conquer in us. He
who is fortunate enough to overcome by this fiesatth will not suffer the torments of the
second death. That is, the second death is forahpteasure, a refreshing. It is not said
that these do not die, but only that they will bethurt by the second death. This death is
simply a passage from death to life.

Rev. 2:12-15: "And to the angel of the church in Pgamum write: The One who has
the sharp two edged sword says this: | know whereoy dwell, where Satan's throne
is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny Myfaith, even in the days of
Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killel among you, where Satan
dwells. But | have a few things against you, becaeig/ou have there some who hold
the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak tput a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to id®, and to commit acts of immorality.
Thus you also have some who in the same way holcetteaching of the Nicolaitans."

Please note that your Lord takes aenfitting the state of the persons whom He
addresses. To those who are in affliction or iatdeHe shows them He was dead and
He is alive. Why? So that he may give them the haf@ehigher plane of life after having
suffered a cruel death.

Now...to this group of believers...whave allowed heresy, tolerating it, and
suffering with it, He only speaks of His sword. $isword, the Word, destroys heresy.

"l know that for you, your faith is gg, that you have kept it, being in fear when
those of your faith were put to death. Howevert temnot please Me, since you suffer
Satan to share the ministry of the Church, tolegaéi mixture which is offensive to Me.
Oh God, You are extremely tender! Speak! You agéWiord.

Rev.2:16-17: "Repent therefore; or else | am comingp you quickly, and | will make
war against them with the sword of My mouth. He whohas an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who @rcomes, to him | will give some
of the hidden manna, and | will give him a white stne, and a new name written on
the stone which no one knows but he who receives'it

Oh Lord, You give the overcomer thdd@n manna. And what is this hidden
manna but Yourself? It is the intimate, secret, ardvand unknown possession of



Yourself. This manna is hidden in the sacred dakrmd faith. Oh Word, so mysterious
yet so real!

You give also to those who overconfeur white stone. This is simply divine
stillness. The believer is established in a moguesite grace.

There is also a new name given to @nis. The name is engraved on this white
stone. The stone speaks of quietness and the whgerf purity; the name shows the new
life in God...and that name is engraved there. Mhrme was given to Abraham, father of
the believers and faithful souls, to Sarah, todkrand, in the New Testament, to Peter
and to Paul. It is a name which none other than Biogself can give, since no other but
He can place one in this state. Oh, great and waridgate! Who will understand this?
Only he who experiences it.

Rev. 2:18-19: "And to the angel of the church in Thatira write: The Son of God,
who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet atike burnished bronze, says this: 'l
know your deeds, and your love and faith and servee and perseverance, and that
your deeds of late are greater than at first."

My God, what wonderful expressions iar¢his book! The fire from the Lord's
eyes shows the unsurpassed love He has for meneftée also represent all His
knowledge of His Father). The feet like brass iatkcHis humanity which, joined to the
Divinity, produced such great fires that they cohlave set ablaze a million worlds.
However, where are those who will allow themselieede filled, to be glowing in the
flames? Alas, we all are like ice near such a haxlcano.

The similarity of the qualities a pmmshas, and the qualities which Jesus takes
when with that one, is wonderful. So here, tooatchurch. Here is a group of believers
great in burning love. He places Love before h&seyot so much to encourage them in
such an unparalleled love, but to have them redhaé-if they have such love--their
Savior has infinitely more for them. But for whates He commend this people? For
their works! Love, a work? They are alive with afpet love and a living faith. He
commends first their faith because the measuraitif fs the measure of all graces, and
the true measure of all outward and inward progress

(According to your faith may it be dorunto you, says Jesus Christ).

He then commends their love. Faith lawe go hand in hand. Where there is not
much faith there is not much love, and where muste lis, there is much faith. Love
must not be measured by a shallow eagerness amhésr, but by faith!

One may ask: How do we know this faith
By being generally, continually anéastily detached from what is inward or

outward. The most annoying states will not move.y6ou do not express. You do not
suppress. No. Not at all. Rather, you are simpbff@cted. This faith will be faithful and



full of confidence even in its apparent loss. Betiais unaltered even in the greatest
disasters. By this can the strength of faith amdtthth of love be recognized!

Now we see the church commended &rgdatience in suffering wrongs and
evils. You see, it is from faith and love that patie is born. But above all, this gathering
of believers is commended for not slackening. ldst Works have surpassed the first, her
watchfulness having been stronger toward the ead #t the start. Oh, where will we
find such a body of believers? How rare they arelvHare their bishops.

Rev. 2:20-21: "But | have this against you, that yo tolerate the woman Jezebel, who
calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches anddsaMy bond-servants astray, so
that they commit acts of immorality and eat thingssacrificed to idols. And | gave
her time to repent; and she does not want to reperdf her immorality."

Oh, pure Love, divine exacting One&nir Your omniscience nothing can be
hidden. What blame can You bring against such @aopaghom You commended so
highly? Oh God, next to Your purity every otheripuis impure! Oh, ministers of the
flock of Jesus Christ, how terrible is your charged what an account you will have to
give! It is not enough for you to be holy; you mast to it that others are holy also. God
is not satisfied for you to banish all kinds of &iom your heatrt, if you do not also banish
them from His Church and from the midst of His Koc

The wording of the Scriptures is peasrthy; all is fornication and adultery
which is opposed to God's honor, stealing the haluer to Him to give it to others. A
fornication of the heart and an adultery of the adngsimore dangerous-- and worse-- than
that of the body. Here you see the results of atlaa mind withdrawn from God...the
God to whom they belong.

Who is this corrupt Jezebel? This unifoate Jezebel represents the corrupted
nature which takes away the mind from being attddieeGod...and directs that mind
toward unruly desires. In His desire to save a n@aog arrests a wayward one with
sicknesses. (This is often God's procedure).

Your Lord declares that He "searchesreins and hearts." Oh Lord, judgment
belongs to you. How blind we are of ourselves! Vitlehour true heart. With the finest
excuses, we hide from our very own selves ourirgahtions. We act for ourselves, in
self love, persuading ourselves--and others--tleaaike really acting for God alone.

However, God "will give everyone aadiog to your works." Works are not
counted by their quantity but by the presence aicgr of goodness, of Christ...deep
within that man. That is why this gathering of bekrs is weighed in the balance and not
accepted.

How many more will be thusly surprised



Some who believe they have a greatynveorks, will be without. And others,
who have appeared useless, will have a heavy wefgidod works. It is not the outward
works themselves...NO...it is the amount of grabe, extent of Christ, in the inward
heart...from which came that work! Oh God, how rigtou are to hold justice in Your
hands!

Rev.2:26-28: "And he who overcomes, and he who keeMy deeds until the end, to
him I will give authority over the nations; and heshall rule them with a rod of iron,

as the vessels the potter are broken to pieces, laaso have received authority from
My father; and | will give him the morning star."

He who has overcome through dying imlafin whom all is destroyed) has a
wonderful advantage reserved for him by God. Is thand of believers the Lord Jesus
alone reigns. Their souls have the faithfulnesgit® Him all the glory of the victory
without claiming anything for themselves. This ight indeed since He alone is
victorious in us. The victory is there. They hawd prevented the victory. These, who
did not prevent this victory-- because they haueeleerything go to be destroyed -all
these (but how rare, and how few, they are) widivéhpower over the nations."

They will have this power in severays.

First, they will have a great authptver the souls of men and even over their
persons.

Secondly, they will have power ovegrtiselves.

Thirdly, after they are dead, God usemm to govern His Church. God takes
them as Pastors. God wants those who have kepiviisill the end...then "will they
govern them with a rod of iron.” Why? Because tlaithority is so strong, nothing can
oppose them. It is not a hard authority howeverésSehbelievers, dead to love of self,
have divine power. They handle things as they pleagen the most inward and hidden
things.

As time goes by, they reveal that ardiypower has been communicated to them.
The Lord now adds something else: "l will give Hime morning star." This morning star
precedes dawn. The believer who "receives the mgrmstar” has a right and an
advantage given by God: He moves and He instructhe true spirit of Jesus Christ.
Your Lord is the morning star announcing a day hmol the travelers may walk in the
inward way.

Chapter 3

Rev. 3:1,2: "And to the angel of the church in Sargé write: He who has the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: Know your deeds, that you have a
name that you are alive, but you are dead. Wake u@nd strengthen the things that
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remain, which were about to die; for | have not fomd your deeds completed in the
sight of My God."

How many churches, how many workers aegethvho are dead though they seem
alive? And why are they dead? Because they havstreagth or life. They are dead
because all they do is not animated by the innertSmd by pure love. In all their
actions they seek only a vain smoke of reputation.

"He who has the seven Spirits of God dreldeven stars..." The seven Spirits of
God is that divine light which discovers that whishmost hidden. It is your Lord who
discovers that you were dead though you seemee. alalive to all... except to Him. "Be
watchful* to come out of this death. How many gatigs of believers are there, like
these. From them the wolf snatches the sheep! Al many will be found with
lukewarm works! There is more here. It seems soave Ibecome shepherds of the flock
to eat the butter and drink the milk of their flo¢& cover themselves with their wool, yet
not to guard, defend and sustain that flock.

We are not surprised, then, at such death.

Rev. 3:4,5: "But you have a few people in Sardis wh have not soiled their
garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy. He who
overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garmentgnd | will not erase his name
from the book of life, and | will confess his namdefore My Father, and before His
angels."

There is no country, no city that is sorgpt but what we could find saintly persons
there. Often the places with the most corruptiaestiaose from which the greatest saints
come. He that overcometh... is the one destroydddand,... he it is who is reinstated to
the first grace, the state of innocenGed's grace in our redemption has brought man
back to his first condition, with advantages that ke did not even have previous to
that redemption! Otherwise redemption would not equal creation, #nd redemption
would not be abundant. We do not all enjoy the éxilent of the benefit of redemption
because we do not allow Jesus Christ to spreadusvéire graces of redemption and the
result of all His merits. But those who overcomeHim, and by Him, partake of this
fullness; that is why Revelation shows us that sobs are clothed in raiment that is
white; they are clothed with the garments of red@rmepinnocence. Their name will
never be blotted out of the book of life; Jesusi€twill confess them before the Father,
recognizing them as His own. They will be receisdHim as children of adoption,
heirs of God and co-heirs with Jesus Christ.

Rev. 3:6: "He who has an ear, let him hear what th&pirit says to the churches."
Oh God, in this age in which we now littee greatest truths are considered errors
and blasphemies. Those who speak of the deepé&3tyofvays are the target of hatred

and of men's opposition. Crimes, foolishness ahid &re well thought of; those who
speak of them and do them are said to be honesle Wbur servants, oh Lord, are
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shamefully thought of. It seems, my God, that Youladind and do not see what is taking
place. You see them, Lord, and protect these aanessso as to try Your servants'
patience and thereby refine them; You reserve pip@gers for the day of Your wrath.

Rev. 3:7,8,9: "And to the angel of the church in Piadelphia write: He who is holy,
who is true, who has the key of David, who opens dmo one will shut, and who
shuts and no one opens, says this: 'l know your dé& Behold, | have put before you
an open door which no one can shut, because you lea little power, and have kept
My word, and have not denied My Dame. Behold, | wil cause those of the
synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews, aack not, but lie-behold, 1 will
make them to come and bow down at your feet, and tmow that | have loved you."

This gathering of believers is the onhyedo whom no rebuke is given. They have
"a little strength.” This is because God strengdidethem, and, having no strength in
themselves, they put their strength in God.

What qualities does Jesus assume for tHdma§ are "holy" and "true,"” completely
brought to nought; their entire holiness is in Géesus is holy for them. They are called
"true” because they have been placed in the tauith;though they do not receive as many
praises as some others, these two qualities wieishsJhas assumed for them contain all
other graces. They are not blamed for anythingplirbecause, in weakness, they have
found His strength. Having no self interest, thaity interest is that of God. They only
wish the extension of His kingdom and souls.

"I will make them to come and worship auy feet." Others will discover, by
experience, what they will receive by coming tostheblessed believers. They will
discover this, "that | have loved you!"

This holy and true God tells His servahhave the key of David." "He opens and
no one will shut and shuts and no one opens." Wh#itis opening? It is that of His
Father's bosom. If He does not open this bosononeowill enter, for no one can open it
but He Himself. But once it is opened, nothinghia tvorld can close it again. This door--
He opened it to His servants to usher them in add them with Him. There, these
servants will be made conquerors over and ovenagai

Rev. 3:10: "Because you have kept the word of My pseverance [patience], | also
will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the
whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth

To keep the Word of His patience meansuffer inwardly and outwardly in
everything that comes, considering this the willGdd. When we have suffered in this
manner, there is still another way to keep the WadrHis patience: to remain silent and
keep still. To be still for along time after Godshspoken to the soul, and after He has
loaded that soul with blessings. The believer tkeps the Word of His patience, for just
as God waited for that One a long time, the betievaits also for Him a long time; and
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persevering in patience, keeps His Word, doingwhisle will. How well kept is a soul
kept in this manner! When nearly all yield to teatfmn, he is kept from it.

There are two temptations: that of pleasamd that of grief. Men have been so
corrupted for centuries, that they do all to cotrilye saints. The temptation of pleasure
has been used even against martyrs. Some cangefesing but can not resist pleasure.
God permits both, to test and purify those who bglto Him, allowing them to despise
both! The lives of the holy believers who have cdmeéore us give many examples of
these two temptations. Today we see God's serysntsecuted, afflicted, despised of
men. It seems they are as the dung of the ear#ts, Ab few are those who are faithful in
temptation. Everyone wants to please, to receiegligrall are full of ambition. Few
worry about pleasing God or being esteemed by Hins.only that they please men and
are esteemed of men. They appreciate a virtuerastedy the world, and do not want
the virtue of Jesus Christ. However, God's truevesds who suffer offences without
complaining and slanders without justifying themsslare specially protected in the day
of temptation...so says the Scripture.

Rev.3:11,12: "I am coming quickly; hold fast what yu have, in order that no one
take your crown. He who overcomes, | will make hina pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and Iwill write upon him the name of
My God, and the name of the city of My God, the newlerusalem, which comes
down out of heaven from My God, and My new name."

What wonderful mysteries! Jesus Christisessthis church that He is coming soon.

Today He calls out, to Himself, those fellow shippg with Him--within--drawing
them from the world...which is unworthy of them.

"Hold fast what you have." This can be enstbod in two ways: We should not,
through our fault, come down from the state in Wwh@®od has lifted us through His
kindness, but we should persevere till the endoidly, we see the believer realizing his
nothingness (for that is all he owns) and he mestain thus. We must remain in this
state or the crown will be given to another, fa thown above all crowns is reserved for
the state of nothingness.

"He who overcomes" will have the advantafieeing a "pillar" in the church, an
unmovable pillar because of its steadiness. Thesecomers uphold the church, though
they are not known as such. A firm column preventime tottering of the building, yet
unseen, undiscovered. My God, sustain Your chuhelsly.

God places this believer in a divine s&s in Him, establishing him in Christ so
that he will never leave. Oh blissful state forstlsibul, who will never more lose God.
The name of God will be engraved on him, on higthes it was given the Bride in the
Song of Songs when the Lord said to her: "Set ma ssal upon thine heart, as a seal
upon thine arm.” This name which is engraved os ferson stands for an entire
consecration without and within. Jesus Christ ergplaalso on him "the name of the city
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of her God." He does this in two ways, by joininglo the number of the holy believers
and giving him all the features of holiness...tlegyvname of the holy city in heaven.
Second, by placing in this one all the features emtacter of the Church's purity. You
could almost say the internal life of this believ&@ miniature of the Church, a Church
so purified and perfected that no inner or outwasemblance to Jesus Christ is left
unexpressed in a group of such persons. All outwargice for the overcomer is easy.
These persons are kept, when they have becomengpttithe end of their days, to be
the lights in the Church. All nations come to tHeagrance to find their Lord.

He adds that He will engrave "the namehef new Jerusalem which comes down
out of heaven.

What is this new Jerusalem? This can biimg else except the Church. The
Church is already formed and the Holy Spirit hasiedo fill her. Here we are told that
this Spirit of the Church will be outpoured on @ members, and communicated to
them. This Spirit is the Spirit of the divine moginvhich is the general Spirit of the
Church. This Spirit is going to be outpoured veoprs on all her members. As it is
written: You will "all be taught of the Lord." Howill they be taught? They will listen to
the Lord, and hear Him...and become attentive towudice. That is why the devil fights,
with all his might, prayer and loving concentrationGod.

This Holy Spirit comes from God to be cuiped on the creatures and Joel's
prophetic word will be completely fulfilled. Alth@h it was fulfilled when the Holy
Spirit came on the whole Church through the assednBpostles and the faithful, it was
not however perfectly fulfilled, since this Holy i8pwas not outpoured on all flesh,
though it came on men and women. But a time witheavhen this prophecy will have
its full extension.

Elsewhere Jesus Christ says He will gheedvercomers a new name. But here He
says He will give "His new name." There is a widifedence between one expression
and the other. The new name is given as soon abdlever loses his own identity
through nothingness and is in God. But when JesusiQyives this one His new name,
He gives him the name of the Lord. He will use thésson for the salvation of many
souls and will impart to that one His sufferingsdoycifying that one with Him.

Rev.3:13: "He who has an ear, let him hear with th&pirit says to the churches.”

A deep wisdom is needed to understand thtkere were only a natural meaning
hidden in these words, they would not be repeateaften. "He who has an ear, let him
hear." But there is a mystical (spiritual) sensepsinted and so deep that we must not be
surprised it is so often repeated. Oh deep worls, will understand you!

Rev. 3:14,15,16: "And to the angel of the church ihaodicea write: The Amen, the

faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the cration of God, says this: '1 know
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; | wald that you were cold or hot. So
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because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor coldl will spit you out of My
mouth."

However unruly a group of believers may they are part of His Church. Jesus
Christ here gives Himself marvelous qualities. |, &he says, the Amen, the true being.
There is nothing besides Me. | am essence. Allrdibangs exist in Me and by Me. | am;
and what is not Myself is nothing. Why this AmenécBuse there is nothing to be added,
for when Jesus Christ says: "I am that | am," ihell that can be positively said of Him.

He repeats He is the faithful and truenests and as He said it to him who did right,
He says it to him who fails. For He is the faithfuitness of righteousness. He is also the
witness of evil, uncovering evil and recordingTihat is why, being as exact as He is, it
will be a terrible thing for us to fall in the handf the living God. In order for this not to
be so for us, we must put in His hands our whdé hcting only by His leadings and
following His Spirit. Then all our works will be de with assurance; and He will be the
faithful and true witness of them. He will not rejeany of the works He has done
Himself! Besides the literal sense that all cresgunave been created by the Word and
that all life springs from His, | say that all watkin order to come from God and be
considered by Him as His works, must have thisqgpie: that Jesus Christ must be the
agent of them, that they are done under His Spiniti done while in spirit. He must be
the moving power of them.

The rebuke of Jesus Christ through Johthitogathering is frightful. It is certain
that there are no persons more opposed to recetlimdrue Spirit of God, the inner
Spirit, than lukewarm Christians. The reason fas th that the carelessness with which
they do all that pertains to God is so great thatlittle warmth that is left appears to
them to be a great fire. They do not understang tleeevil, and the love they have for
themselves makes them believe so strongly thegi@rg well, that they cannot doubt it!

All that is said to them to get them otithat state offends them! Such words make
them see in others a blindness which is their atvdlindness it is which they do not
wish to recognize or admit.

This evil is then is almost without remeé&yrther, it is nourished and established
by self-sufficiency and self-love. They prefer tlemives to sinners (whom they look
upon with disdain and scorn). They prefer themsghamd their views, to the greatest
saints of all time. They are opposed to receivingfiecting portion of the Spirit of God
more than the greatest sinner is. That is why JEsuist says concerning the one spoken
of here: "l would that you were cold.” If he werala he would be easily converted! He
would be convinced of his coldness, and he woutdive with humility the advice given
him.

If not cold, then hot.

But because "he is neither cold nor hatillvomit him out of my mouth.”
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Oh, this is the most frightful word in tlarld! Once you are vomited, there is no
more hope, for a thing you throw away can be pidkpdagain, but a vomited thing is
never again gathered. How these words should makevho are thus to tremble. Doing
right only through routine is dangerous! Odd, isat, that the lukewarm believe they are
filled with warmth, while these filled with warmtin some seasons, believe themselves
to be lukewarm.

Rev. 3:17: "Because you say, "l am rich, and havedrome wealthy, and have need
of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretdied and miserable and poor
and blind and naked,..."

What is most strange about lukewarm peapleéhey believe they are richer in
graces than anyone else, and filled with spirig@dds. It seems to them that they need
no one, and they believe that everyone else nekes).t They invariably oblige
everybody to accept their advice and their vieweyTbelieve themselves to be in a place
in which they can advise all. They do not wish &aulvised by anyone! While another
gathering of believers in Asia Minor was appareipihr yet immensely rich, this group
thinks itself rich while very "poor" in God and His graces. Loving themselves, they are
very wretched. They cannot be really glad; thek legerything since they lack what is
essential-- perfect love, abandonment to God, pedgwing up of each life, resignation,
submission to God's Will, unselfishness, etc. Tasy "miserable” because though they
appear outwardly glad, they are driven inwardlytbg love of glory, the desire to be
counted as somebody though they are nothing.

Let one of these be touched by contemptherleast affliction... and he will be
overwhelmed completely. They are "poor and nakéthy? Because they are stripped of
all-- for being not clothed with Jesus Christ omaated by His Spirit, is to be poor and
naked indeed. They are also blind, yet believirag they are all right.

Rev. 3:18: "I advise you to buy from Me gold refinel by fire, that you may become
rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourslf, and that the shame of your
nakedness may not be revealed; and eyesalve to artgjour eyes, that you may see."

Oh Love, only You can impart the perfentd which is that "gold tried in the fire."
Only You can place in our soul pure virtues. OnlyuYcan clothe us with this Spirit of
faith which is a very pure gold. Only You can produn us these works so perfect in
love that fire cannot spoil them. To You then westntome "to buy this gold." But what
do You want us to give You for its price? "Buy oeM' He says, "without money and
without price." He requires nothing as a paymerdabse He knows too well that we
have nothing. He just wants us to give ourselveklito, to abandon ourselves to Him
without reserve. It is He Who also gives us whadenent, the robe of innocence and
truthfulness with which He clothes His servantsisTiobe of innocence must cover that
nakedness of human nature. Do not think this isosgsjble, for the grace of redemption
must exceed the grace of creation, and that repawecence must be more abundant
than the original innocence. Moreover, Jesus Ghristting us to go to Him, speaks of
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love and innocence in terms of wine and milk. Asltive, He imparts it to us, by His
Holy Spirit-- an advantage which Adam never had.

He adds that He will put eyesalve on oygse so that we can see clearly. This
eyesalve is simply the Spirit of faith which frees from the blindness in which we are
kept by our reasoning and our self love. We shadlvk then that we are poor, whereas
we thought we were rich; that we are naked wheneathought we were covered more
than all.

Rev.3:19: "Those whom | love, | reprove and disciphe; be zealous therefore, and
repent."

The greatest proof of love that God care gis is that He warns us about our faults.
An "inner" believer has, within, a director repnegiunceasingly, a master correcting and
chastening continuously; it seems that God hasmptfse to do but reprove and correct
this soul. This is the greatest proof of His love.

Rev. 3:20: "Behold, | stand at the door and knock;if anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him, and will dir with him, and he with Me."

Jesus Christ always stands at the dooupheart; He waits for us to open to Him.
Oh Christians, whoever you may be, not opening ymar to your Savior, are you not
very ungrateful not to open your whole heart to 3dd who opened His on the cross to
receive you? At the very door of your heart Hensdking. There is not one of us, who
paying attention to God within, would fail heariftys knock at the heart's door. But if
you do not hear, it is because you do not pay @tenGet used to stilling your soul, they
you will hear Him knocking at the door of your heaks soon as you open, yielding
yourself to Him unreservedly, He will enter. Buthoan we hear His voice if we do not
listen?

Oh Love, You speak to the heart which hasear to hear You because he is
attentive to the voices of creation, about him. ileot attentive to You; he does not
discern Your voice. If he would react against hilihgest a little to listen to Your voice,
he would unmistakably hear it, and no sooner wdwddhave heard, than You would
come within. He would then sense Your divine presein an unspeakable way -a way
that would surprise him so because he was not érgesuch a unique grace. But Jesus
Christ would not stop there. He admits you to Hamduet. With you who listen He
shares His feast and lovéesus Christ is your food, and gives Himself to yourour
Lord would have you taste the most delicious of alhourishment...Jesus Christ-
within! Oh Christians, you who are born for such great wealth which you can have
if you only wish, shall you deprive yourself of itAVe wrongly have in mind that this is
a grace reserved for very few people and thatatnsst impossible to obtain; however,
everlasting truth assures us that there is noteasier to have. Is there anything easier
than opening a door to a person who unceasinghdstay it, knocking continuously?
And what is easier than hearing Him Who always kpe® as to be obeyed? There is
nothing easier. However, He does ask for an opetiegasks to be heard so as to come
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in to us, to be unceasingly presdté asks us to accept admission to His feast, and He
asks "to sup with us"-- that is, to share our trouldes; and for us "to sup with Him"--
that is, to share in His divine delights. You onlyhave to stretch out your hand Ah,
blindness today is so great, be not part of it.

Rev. 3:21,22: "He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit down with Me on My
throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Fhaer on His throne. He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the alirches."

The throne of Jesus Christ is nothing less than thbosom of the Father.The
throne is given Him eternally. His humanity hasrb&e/ored by His divinity through His
death, and through the victory He won over hell aald. The throne is His. "He who
overcomes" through Jesus Christ, will be receivedni God with Him and will share
this throne. "He who has an ear" to listen "let him hear" these things and
understand the kindnesses and mercies of God for sldear creation.

Chapter 4

Rev. 4:1: After these things | looked, and beholda door standing open in heaven,
and the first voice which | had heard, like the sond of a trumpet speaking with me,
said, "Come up here, and | will show you what mustake place after these things."

Jesus Christ opens the door of heavematioaone who will open his heart to Him. A
time will come in the future when the heart of maii be opened to Him and to His
voice. Oh God, as much as Your inner ways are spek# of and despised in this hour,
so much will they be esteemed and followed in ®ittenturies.*

*Lord we are still waiting.

Rev. 4:2,3: Immediately | was in the Spirit; and b&old, a throne was standing in
heaven, and One sitting on the throne. And He who as sitting was like a jasper
stone and a sardius in appearance; and there wasrainbow around the throne, like
an emerald in appearance.

This is the throne of God and the brigist of His majesty. Jesus Christ shows
John this to give some pledge of the glory He hrapared for His elect ones and to give
John some idea of the fearful greatness of God. i&edated on this throne because His
rest is never interrupted. His throne is immensd, @n only be filled by Him. The color
"like a jasper and a sardius stone" shows itsne8é, its immutability, and the
steadfastness and duration of His glory. This eiraf emerald signifies peace and
reconciliation, and this is witnessed by the rawb®he color of this rainbow is emerald,
to show that reconciliation is in our Savior Je€ligist alone, and that no one will be
saved and enjoy the advantage of this reconcihiagcept by their hope in this divine
Savior. This rainbow surrounds God, which indicatest the humanity of Jesus Christ
surrounds the divinity within Him.
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Rev. 4:4,5: And around the throne were twenty-fourthrones; and upon the thrones
| saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in whitegarments, and golden crowns on
their heads. And from the throne proceeded flashesf lightning and sounds and
peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of &rburning before the throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God,;...

These twenty-four elders are the holyiRaths and Prophets, the most faithful, and
most beloved of God. They were, so to speak, tbhadation for all the other saints who
follow. God showed these elders to John to have unigerstand the glory He reserves
for those He admits to His banquet.

On these wonderful thrones the Son of miirplace those who overcome in Him
and by Him!

These thrones are reserved for those wdneel all to follow Him. "Ye which have
followed Me....ye shall also sit upon twelve threrie

These elders are also dressed in whigg, tlad been reinstated in their innocence
by the grace of Jesus Christ, given to them ifuitaess after His death. They have been
crowned with perfect love.

Oh God, who is man whom You should honithwo many graces and such glory?

But oh, foolish and insane man, losingra and eternal delights for a moment's
pleasure which is not even worthy of being callezhpure. Oh, ambitious ones, wanting
to be kings in this world, aspire rather to be kirnig heaven! These on the throne have
been brought to nothing. That is why you surroumgl throne of the One who became
nothing, taking the form of servant and slave. frfeasure of nothingness is the measure
of glory.

This reign that Jesus Christ possessdiseirthrone of David and in the throne of
God will have no end. The high degree of glory tuich David has been raised can be
understood by the deep humiliations to which he weasiced. So, thus, with the Son of
David. Those who are fortunate enough to have apatie humiliation of these saints
will have a share in their glory.

The holy ones of past ages are sanctlbeing forward to the blood of Jesus
Christ which was to be shed or had been shed. Wdodking back. In this century
(where wickedness is at its height), holy ones still come into being, by means of a
God Who takes pleasure in producing holy ones liragés. The world would perish
without these saints! God puts up with the ungaaiyaccount of the righteous.

There are "seven Spirits of God" full gfhits and flames, like lamps which are
always lit, to honor His supreme great-ness.

"And out of the throne proceeded lightsirgnd thunderings and voices."
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This shows the majesty, greatness, andtgigf God. Moses once saw the majesty
of God and exclaimed, "You are wonderful, terribend merciful," adding many
spontaneous words to explain what he saw, but whigblained very little what he
meant. So John, too, exclaims, but little is expdi such is a view of God's majesty.

Rev.4:6,7: ...and before the throne there was, aswere, a sea of glass like crystal;
and in the center and around the throne, four livirg creatures full of eyes in front

and behind. And the first creature was like a lion,and the second creature like a
calf, and the third creature had a face like that ®a man, and the fourth creature

was like a flying eagle.

"The four living creatures, full of eyeate filled with the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, with what He said and did, so as to lealugnow. The lion is like the state of the
saints who defended the Church. The calf defendscHurch, also. This was the time
when saints roared. The man is as the saints what@rChrist outwardly. The fourth is
an eagle flying above the others. This represétsetto whom the inner Spirit, the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, is imparted.

All things will become inwardly understoo@/e do not mean to say that the
martyrs were not inward souls. However, each walent in his particular quality.
They are "full of eyes" because they are full ghtiand knowledge.

Nonetheless, of the four, the eagle filesve the others.
John is given the eagle because he flgivdnithan anyone.

As we read the Gospel of John we seehtabkes us to the very bosom of God
and draws from Jesus Christ, discovering throughhuimanity the advantages of his
Divinity; John it is who searches what is deepesiasus Christt is certain that times
are coming when purer lights than those which existoday are going to be
uncovered for the Church. There will not be anythirg earthly in this ministry; all
will be spiritual and divine. Men will seem to be dwelling near the Sun, asdhgle
does, through the pure lights which will be givertitem.

These living creatures tell us somethititey reveal different stages which
believers must pass through to reach the throne. firbt creature is filled with fire,
strength, and courage, like a lion. The secondvash of the animal or the beast. (David
expressed this when he said: "l was as a beastebifee”). When men lose this brutish
state they become fully human, having nothing &ftfar as courage or stupidity is
concerned; the life of divine humanity comes thiotige cross and the woes of this life.
But finally the believer becomes as an eagle. dsidte was linked to earth, so now he is
detached from it. This last state of the believghdraws wholly from the previous three.

Rev.4:8: And the four living creatures, each one ahem having six wings, are full of

eyes around and within; and day and night they do ot cease to say, "Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and whas and who is to come."
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The six wings of these living creaturesrgdhem. They have eyes without and
within representing their outward and inward ertegiing. All is light with them.
They discover and penetrate everything. "Theymestay and night." They sing just the
same in the day of joy and in the darkness ofaifins, in the inner light and in a dark
state. "They say, Holy, Holy, Holy" because Gotiady...day or night! They understand
that holiness is wholly in God. They are near ti®ne to give Him the glory which is
due Him on account of His holiness.

"You only are holy. We do not recognize ather holiness but Yours."”
But why do you shout so?

"Because of the light we have that Goaelis holy, and we wish that everybody
should know Him in such a way." These four livirrgatures cry out without ceasing that
He is "Almighty" ...not only holy, but He can malke holy. "He was, is and is to come."
There is nothing that is truly real and lasting Hu.

Oh God, if we could only give You a glaag infinite as You are infinite! But as
this is not possible, may these creatures which ghwold and which behold You give
You all the glory they can give. And may we joireh!

Rev. 4: 9,10,11: And when the living creatures givglory and honor and thanks to
Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives foreveand ever, the twenty-four
elders will fall down before Him who sits on the thone, and will worship Him who
lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowndefore the throne, saying,

"Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power;
for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thwill they existed, and were
created.”

All saints owe Him much glory and gratekss; from Him is all the glory of their
holiness. He is their purifier and He has given skihfor them; He has sanctified them
by His blood. They can never acknowledge too muiclh &n excessive mercy.

Now we see "the twenty-four elders" (thestmhumble and nearest to God) "fan
down before Him." Their falling down bodily showsv they brought to nought
themselves so as to allow Him to be an in them.yTeeem to give this eternal
knowledge to any future ages: The manner of hogo®od as God is through
nothingness. They now do in heaven what they hatk dm earth. "They cast their
crowns before Him," to show that they have made Hteir king, allowing Him to reign
in them and over them, ceasing to govern themsealvés lead themselves. They have
yielded to Him any the rights they had over thenesl They show He reigns in them
perfectly, that they have been His kingdom as Helieen their king. They glorify Him
through nothingness, and by yielding to Him.
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They now cry out to God: "You are wortlkyLord, to receive glory and honor and
power." No one is more worthy than You. You arenitély glorified in Yourself, and
You must be so in Your creation.

"For You have created all thingéll is done in His divine will. When the soul is
left without any will of its own, it begins to ente into a new state and into a new
creation.

Chapter 5

Rev.5:1: And | saw in the right hand of Him who saton the throne a book written
inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.

This little book, what is its content?ig ook shows only Jesus Christ, the God
man. It is written inside and out with the truth@®od, which He came to bring to the
world. Without Him this truth would not be known.itWin, as the Word, He is the truth
of God. Without, He is the truth that all men mresad because He is the truth they must
become the image of Truth has always been hidd&oth

This book is "in the right hand of Godgdause the Word, as is the right hand, is
the whole power of God. "All power is given Himheaven and earth.” In heaven power
is given Him to express all the truth of God; ontleapower is given Him to show a little
of this truth to men. As John has said, "They sam,khe fullness of grace and truth.”

This book is "sealed with seven sealsfoBtruth, in its fullness, can be set within
us, we must pass through seven deepenings of tlyeSpoit.

Rev. 5:2,3: And | saw a strong angel proclaiming wh a loud voice, "Who is worthy
to open the book and to break its seals?" And no @nin heaven, or on the earth, or
under the earth, was able to open the book, or t@bk into it.

There is discovered no one in heaven,enen the angels, or the greatest of the
holy ones, who can open this book. Opening thiskhsaeally opening the bosom the
Lord.

Oh God in heaven, on earth, and undeedn#h, who is even worthy to do so? Who
can discover Jesus Christ and His truth? Who cak &i it except You, and thereby
reveal what is hidden to us?

Rev.5:4,5: And | began to weep greatly, because mme was found worthy to open

the book, or to look into it; and one of the eldersaid to me, "Stop weeping; behold,

the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Rootof David, has overcome so as to
open the book and its seven seals.

John begins to cry. Why? That which causedtears will be his greatest joy,
because the joy of a loving heart is to know tHapawer is in God. As soon as the
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mystery is discovered, he is filled with joy. (Ooiethe elders comforts him and tells him
not to weep because the strong and victorious biothe tribe of Judah, that immortal
Root of David, has succeeded in opening this bodké book is open on behalf of men,
showing them this truth by His victory over falsedo When men think the deepest
truths of Christ have been destroyed, then itsnshaiill be broken, prison doors open
and it appears. To whom? To His own people, and mibre brightness than ever, filling
His followers with joy.

Rev. 5:6: And | saw between the throne (with thedur living creatures) and the
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having severoms and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.

In the middle of the throne, in the midétGod Himself, we discover the Lamb,
slain for the sins of the world. This Lamb slaina®to wash the robes of men in His
blood, to cover them with His wool, to nourish thenth His very Life and Spirit, is in
the midst of the living creatures and elders, bsedtie is the happiness of all saints! He
is the center of all saints!

The seven eyes are the lights of His Spihich He spreads everywhere and the
seven horns are the abundance of His grace whiatigttébutes to men.

Rev. 5:7,8: And He came, and He took it out of theght hand of Him who sat on the

throne. And when He had taken the book, the four \iing creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, having eaclone a harp, and golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saist

The Lamb receives "the book from the hah#iim that sat upon the throne," for
He has received all things from Him and now, what tdceived from the Father He
imparts to men.

To express awe and gratefulness the etdetshe living creatures fall down before
the Lamb, for He is about to show truth on earté.i¢dtaking truth from the bonds which
hold it captive.

The harps are the praises and harmonlgesiet holy ones...and their oneness with
the will of God.

"The golden vials the prayers of the saint

Here you see the intercession of all thiy believers. These prayers are in golden
vials, indicating they are offered with the purpstfume. True prayer is from a broken
soul just as is the perfume coming out of burnimgense.
Rev. 5:9: And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthgrt Thou to take the book,

and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and dst purchase for God with Thy
blood men from every tribe and tongue and people ahnation."
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The ones consumed by all they have seenotgrevent themselves from singing
"a new song," a very wonderful song known only twd@nd to the soul that sings it. The
song is of deliverance, joy, happiness and satisfacThis song is only about God, for
all interest in the creature has completely vamdsfdis song cannot be explained with
words. They rejoice that He has opened this bodkutt, broken its seals, and redeemed
them and all men with the price of His blood....mded them that they may belong
wholly and only to God.

Rev.5:10: "And Thou hast made them to be a kingdonand priests to our God; and
they will reign upon the earth.”

Believers who are dead to self-love becéings. They reign over themselves and
all others. They have become priests giving untd &oontinual sacrifice of praise. They
reign not only in heaven but even on earth. Oh|ccthe ambitious rulers and would-be
rulers possess this noble ambition of ruling!

Rev. 5:11,12: And I looked, and | heard the voicef many angels around the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; and the naber of them was myriads of
myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with bud voice, "Worthy is the

Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches andisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing."

The Angels are around the throne, thadj\dreatures and the elders.

Oh God, You did not want only to love Yself, but You wanted to be loved. That
is the purpose of creation! Not only do You enghkm to contemplate and to love You,
but You contemplate Yourself in them and You ploerr Word in them. This which we
were created from, men say is the very thing tresjade to be impossible.

The angels now speak "with a loud voiaeas to be heard by all. They want all the
earth to know that this spotless Lamb, Who wasskaiHis love, deserves to receive
sovereign "power"”; not only is it due Him as Gog fis immortal birth), but it is due
Him as a conqueror through His death; and "to weceiches"-- what riches? All the
glory of Divinity, for, in Jesus Christ, humanity linked to the glory of Divinity in an
indivisible way! "To receive strength,” "to receitienor" of everything. In a word, all is
due Him...for Himself.

Rev. 5: 13,14: And every created thing which is imeaven and on the earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all things irhem, | heard saying, "To Him who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing drhonor and glory and dominion
forever and ever." And the four living creatures kept saying, ..."Amen." And the
elders fell down and worshiped.

This passage shows the coming togethetr@tiarmony of all creatures who will
some day give to God, with one accord, the glomy tuHim.
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Chapter 6

Rev.6:1,2: And | saw when the Lamb broke one ofhe seven seals, and | heard one
of the four living creatures saying as with a voicef thunder, "Come." And | looked,
and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it hadbow; and a crown was given to
him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer.

The Lamb begins to open one of the sevals $kat has kept the book shut. One of
the four living creatures is begging John to comd see We, too, must go to Jesus
Christ before discovering the wonder of His truth. (Do you do the opposite, by
seeking truth by reasoning?). We do not find truthexcept as we discover Jesus
Christ. Seek it in Him, and abandon yourselves to i for that. Before the first
coming of Jesus Christ, there were philosophers tld to discover wisdom and truth;
they were called wise men, but they could discawaether wisdom nor truth till Jesus
Christ became incarnate. He is wisdom inborn. Heeaked wisdom to men when He
became man. We must then go to Jesus Christ to tnatre seeking it elsewhere is
seeking error and lie. These living creatures e to come to Jesus Christ to discover
truth in Him.

The Lamb opens one of the seven seals. likewhorse" is shown "and he that sat
on the horse has a bowthis is the first state of the soul led by Jesus Qist. This is
also the first age of the Church. This is a stdtkghting and victory, and the more we
fight, the more we conquer. Victory is crowned, amteasingly we go from victory to
victory. In our first stage all fightings are rewlad and crowned. Note then: The first
living creature was the lion. The first horse M&orious warrior.

The first state is a victory rather thafight; the soul feels everything is easy; his
enemies fall as he draws near. He is given a bofighd from a distance; he aims with
ease and wounds without receiving any wound. Thginbeng is a period full of
sweetness; fighting enemies that are far off andnwisod stops in their attacks.

Rev. 6: 3,4: And when He broke the second sealhéard the second living creature
saying, "Come." And another, a red horse, went outiand to him who sat on it, it
was granted to take peace from the earth, and thanen should slay one another;
and a great sword was given to him.

In the second, things are different. Thesh has not the whiteness of the first. It is
red. In the first fight, faults seem to have alebeavashed; but in this, the soul begins to
become dark.

"....and to him who sat on it, it was geghto take peace...This is the first trial
of the soul. He suffers much and now loses that setepeace which made the
presence of God so wonderfulThe soul does not seem to triumph or to fightphly
feels wounded.
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There is given to him a sword and he wamtsse it, but only in self-defense. He
only feels the wounds he receives. He attacksdiaight back. The wounds he receives
hurt more than the harm he does to the en&magce is lost within, and without. Why
does God want "to take peace from the earth?" He wats the soul to lose the peace
he had in himself, so that he will leave selRemember, the second living creature is a
calf, or bull. The fight is more violent.

Rev. 6: 5,6: And when He broke the third seal, | herd the third living creature
saying, "Come." And | looked, and behold, a black lorse; and he who sat on it had
a pair of scales in his hand. And | heard as it wer a voice in the center of the four
living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley
for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wie."

The third horse is black.

The state of the believer becomes momgbterstill. Please note, the soul is not
dark, but black. "I am black but comely,” says ®eng of Solomon. The fight has
stopped.

The believer does not fight any more nohésfought by his enemies. He has
balances in his hand for he is being weighed. Blaarg has lost its value; what once he
prized, he now dislikes. But he does not notice éisethe scale goes down on one side, it
goes up on the other, so that the weight whichdsripart of himself down very low,
raises his soul to God.

The soul itself is deprived of God, and in a statef damine. This child of God
had no desire for Him and, it seems, has never bedarther from Him . There is a
deep emptiness. The comforts given him are rarecastly. However, it is forbidden "to
hurt the oil and the wine." The soul is still suséal and strengthened with a secret
anointing and a strong wine...although the beliéy@iot aware of this inner sustaining.

Rev. 6: 7,8: And when He broke the fourth seal, | éard the voice of the fourth living
creature saying, "Come." And | looked, and beholdan ashen horse; and he who sat
on it had the name Death; and Hades was followingithh him. And authority was
given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill wth sword and with famine and with
pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.

The fourth living creature, the eagle|scébr death. It seems to me that there is a
contrast here between this bird living near the, sliscovering the truth more than any,
and the fact that it calls out to see death. Hotha? Because by death only can truth
and life be received. Death was riding "an asherseh® symbol of frightful terrors.
"Hades followed"...it seems that in this state, gbal is going to a sure death rushing to
hell. However this death has "power" to attack dwalyourth part of earth,” which means
the last and main part, that is the senses.
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What are the inventions of death to dgStrdhey are on four. The first is the
sword, with its prickings and most sensitive paifisen comes famine; the suffering is
less painful but deeper and more cruel. Next "#ests of the earth” come to devour and
swallow this poor soul. Next all these evils urtibecause death. Such states of the soul
are not imaginary. They are quite real.

Rev.6:9: And when He broke the fifth seal, | saw nderneath the altar the souls of
those who had been slain because of the word of Gaahd because of the testimony
which they had maintained,; ...

How beautiful is this passageHow expressive! When the soul is destroyed by a
complete, continual and total sacrifice, "the saiflthose who had been slain because of
the word of God" appear under the altar! This i$ oy true of the martyrs who are
martyrs in their body but more truly of the martyvko suffer for the inward life. These
are sometimes killed in body. Others are "killeg"viritings, slanders and persecutions.
After all, it is an inner Spirit, an internal witne ss that we sense inside, and which we
announce, that is the first cause of all persecutis.

Rev. 6:10: ...and they cried out with a loud voicesaying, "How long, O Lord, holy
and true, wilt Thou refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?"

Have you noted that the fact that perseaus going on at any given time is-- for
the longest time-- hidden from common knowledge® Thrd uses this time of unseen,
unheralded persecution against His servants t@lthiem to nought. It seems that God is
for a while on the oppressor's side; but a timeeomhen these souls being set free from
every bondage ask to be avenged; the Spirit isgdofior them.

Rev. 6: 11: And there was given to each of them ahite robe, and they were told
that they should rest for a little while longer, uril the number of their fellow
servants and their brethren who were to be killed ¥en as they had been, should be
completed also.

After God's servants have gone throughstages mentioned above,new life is
given them, "the white robes" of innocence. They a delivered of every evil ...but
they are not avenged. There comes for them, rest.

Rev. 6: 12,13: And | looked when He broke the sixtlseal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackclothade of hair, and the whole
moon became like blood; and the stars of the skylféo the earth, as a fig tree casts
its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.

This passage shows several things happenithe same time.
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First, part of what will take place at thed of times is described. Secondly, God's
vengeance on those who are the persecutors of sairgvealed. Thirdly, a description is
given of certain states which believers pass thioug

It is certain that God will bring into atrge terrors those who persecute His
servants. They will see the evil they did; theyl g shown the truth about their crimes.
"The sun" of their understanding will be darken&te moon,” represents their memory.
Abel's blood will come to their mind; for Abel waspm the beginning of this world, the
picture of inward souls that have been strippedwahd love purely. For Abel offered a
pure sacrifice. Today the same things are occuraimg) Abel's blood cries out without
ceasing.

"The stars fall to earth,” means thatlifjet man has falls and fails.

Concerning the meaning of this passadeeasy applied to the souls in whom God
works with extreme hardness in His mercy and jestithe sun" of righteousness hides,
becomes dark; "the moon" becomes blood. They oale hthoughts of death; graces
usually extended to these believers seem to héea ta the ground.

Rev. 6:14-17: And the sky was split apart like a soll when it is rolled up; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their placesAnd the kings of the earth and
the great men and the commanders and the rich andé strong and every slave and
free man, hid themselves in the caves and among thecks of the mountains; and
they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fallon us and hide us from the
presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from # wrath of the Lamb; for the
great day of their wrath has come; and who is ableo stand?"

For those who persecuted the saints, ‘#reavill depart;” that is every help from
above and every hope on earth will be taken froemthlt seemsGod will never be
merciful; they ask the mountains to hide them, segk place of refuge, but they find it
too late, through grief and strange turmoil.

Let us look at this passage from the vidwthe believer, one who feels estranged
from God's mercy. Here too, heaven is rolled ua asroll- they no longer have access
into heaven; all hope is withdrawbut, when Heaven opens upthey will find it more
favorable than it had seemed hard. Until then timay be utterly desolate. They think
they will find "some mountain” to flee to (some eofation in strong and spiritual
persons who are like "mountains” through the enteesf their graces, or on those who
are like "rocks" by their steadfastness). This &ade for souls strong in God. This was
the state for Jesus Christ in the garden of Getarerwhen He bore the sins of mankind.
This terrible weight made Him sweat drops of bloadd this wrath lasted till He died.
Oh, who will be able to survive in such a stated@oust clothe the soul with a
superhuman strength. The soul must bear these $taweis that Jesus Christ bore, but he
must have Jesus Christ in these states.
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Chapter 7

Rev. 7:1-3: After this | saw four angels standing tathe four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds of the earth, so that o wind should blow on the earth
or on the sea or on any tree. And | saw another amfjascending from the rising of
the sun, having the seal of the living God; and heried out with a loud voice to the
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the eaht and the sea, saying, "Do not
harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we hae sealed the bond-servants of our
God on their foreheads."

When God wants to punish those who petsddis servants (or when He wishes to
work His Life into those who are entirely devotedHim), He stops all the sweet and
comforting influences...whether they come from witbr without. Every refreshing is
removed. Before God pours His wrath on persecutord-so that the saints may not be
involved in that punishment--the Lord prevents tlevil from having any power over
these believers; therefore God marks them withsdad. God takes these souls under His
protection and an the plagues of the devil andlsinot come near any longer. These will
not be hurt in the general punishment which God sehd on earth, nor will they be hurt
in the final judgment.

Rev. 7:4: And | heard the number of those who wersealed, one hundred and forty-
four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sonsfdsrael....

The mark of this seahg sign for all the inner soul$ is for those marked with the
characteristics of the Spirit of God. See how thenber of these saints grow, and how
they come from all lands, as the end approaches.

Oh, our Lord, only in eternity will we &w the number of the inner souls You
have stamped with Your seal.

These are the true children of Israel wiilbnot be overwhelmed in the total ruin
of Egypt.

Rev. 7:9,10: After these things | looked, and behd] a great multitude, which no one

could count, from every nation and all tribes and poples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in thite robes, and palm branches
were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud wice saying, "Salvation to our

God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

Besides the saints marked with the pddiccharacteristics of the inner life, there
are countless more saints. Oh God, there is nepland or nation where You do not
show Your mercy. Only in eternity will we see thre@tness and extent of Your mercies.

All these saints are standing, which shoker steadfastness, their confidence.

They are dressed in white dresses because theylwsre renewed with the robe of
innocence. Seals that have been opened until newhartruth that has been manifested.
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What is this truth which was so sealed, so unknownat full salvation of our whole

being belongs to God alone. He alone must work d¢baipleted salvation in each soul.
We do not see in us any merit for such a greatslrigs |t is His doing. The Saints in
heaven will never be able to see salvation in tiedwes or anything that made their
salvation sure. They will endlessly sing that satrabelongs to God. This will be our

Joy.

Rev. 7:11,12: And all the angels were standing arod the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures; and they fellon their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, saying, "Amen, blessing and glgr and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to ar God forever and ever.
Amen."

Men have an advantage over angels; theyater for God. But elect angels have
an advantage over men: They do not sin. This adgantomes from their constant
nothingness, and the fact that they come not auh fthis nothingness. If man reaches
this state of being in a continuous nothingnessslres the happiness of the angel.
When John said, "they fell on their faces,” he meidwey remain in a continuous
nothingness, "before the throne" of God. Few meun, that by grace, share the angels'
happiness. Such ones are on their faces becaysarthaothing.

Some angels once stepped out of theie sifahothingness, rising against God; this
made them sin and brought them in hell. The angelfer came out of his nothingness
without any means of entering again. Man, on th@raoy, may re-enter this state, by the
grace of God's salvation. Saul is like Lucifer. slened and remained in his rebellion.
David sinned, but humbled himself and entered aiganhis relationship with God.

"Verily every man at his best state iogédither vanity" (Ps. 39:5). Nothingness is
all that is left for us, therefore. A man in nothiness does not oppose God's will. If there
is opposition in you to God's will you are not deaudl you come out of nothingness.

Jesus Christ Who is the model for allypra fell on His face to worship, not so
much to teach us an outward posture as to showeuattitude in which our soul must be
as we pray and worship. In this inward state ohimgness the soul gives God all the
glory that can be given to the Creator by one &f ¢teatures.

Therefore, the angels say that blessitagy gwisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power
and might belong to our God here! Their state dhimgness accomplishes all these acts
of gratefulness and homage to the sovereignty af; @aly this state can do this with
absolute purity. He who is nothing, before Him, rmmkledges Him as the only Sovereign
Being. The believer ceases to be all that he ithab God alone will beWith all the
words of honor and gratefulness we use to God, wehor Him as a creature and not
as God, since we do towards Him what we do in beliabf our sovereigns and
benefactors; therefore honoring Him through nothinghess, we honor Him as God.
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How did Jesus Christ teach us to honor &&od? He became nothing, taking the
form of a servant. In this way, He gave God suchigh honor, though being God
Himself, that a greater honor cannot be found. hirs tnothingness of His, He
accomplishes His wonderful works! So, too, we ds Hill as it is done in heaven, for
that is what nothingness always does.

Remember, God created all things with mgthBy using nothingness He does His
greatest things. Till man has reached this stateotiingness, God may hardly have a
way to use him because the man is always stealisiglbiry.

Rev. 7:13,14: And one of the elders answered, sagito me, "These who are clothed
in the white robes, who are they, and from where hae they come?" And | said to

him, "My lord, you know. And he said to me, These g the ones who come out of
the great tribulation, and they have washed their obes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb."

The soul is no sooner brought to nought than he islothed with the robe of
innocence. When God sends His Spirit, bringing thisoul to nought, he is created
anew. A new creature in Jesus ChristHe clothes him with Jesus Christ. These men,
then, dressed in white, are lowly, unassuming,eantied souls.

But where did they come from? From outh@&mselves! They have passed through
total destruction! Their robes were stained by sovered by the dust...but through the
loss of themselves, "their robes were washed itblibed of the Lamb."

Oh, blood of the divine, spotless LambuYase a purifier bringing the soul into an
admirable purity. Those who find no strength, pyrtoliness in themselves are obliged
to come out from themselves and plunge into thedlof the Lamb, whence they come
out in an unheard of purity through a complete doament.

Oh men who believe you can by your carbgem your robes, you are mistaken;
you will become more dirty! You only soil what ydwld. But, if you want to whiten
them, throw them into purity itself! There they dotheir stain and are given a divine

purity.

Rev. 7:15,16: "For this reason, they are before théhrone of God; and they serve
Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits orthe throne shall spread His
tabernacle over them. They shall hunger no more, it@er thirst anymore; neither
shall the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; ..."

The Christian, now totally emptied, is in an intimae and permanent union. His
internal spirit is always "before the throne of God" constantly before Him and with
Him, and one with His throne God wants no creature to be perfectly independéat
wants that one pliable and doing His every will.isTis the state of a believer in
nothingness, no longer with a will of his own; teways doing the will of God) thus
serves Him night and day, inwardly, being the teamgfl God.The work of this one is
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the continual union of Will to will. That is the greatest service that men can rengher H
This is the very service Jesus Christ renderedaadth ¢o His Father.

See now the reward of their work! What happens tohem? He Who sits on His
throne makes their heart His throne. He dwells thee, abiding permanently in them
as He had promised in His Gospel.

"If anyone does the will of My Father, We will cometo him, We will take our
abode with him." Christ comes again; however thisitme in the Spirit.

"They shall hunger no more, neither thiasty more." Why? They are fully
satisfied. (They have no will of their own, thewkano desire, no inclination. They are
not molested by the heat of sin; they are refrestmetijoyful. No one can understand this
state except the one who experiences it.). Thee\aeli one who has come thus far is
free, because truth and nothingness are the sange Tmuth is the expression, while
nothingness is the operation

Rev. 7:17: "...for the Lamb in the center of the tmone shall be their shepherd, and
shall guide them to springs of the water of life; ad God shall wipe every tear from
their eyes."

This divine Shepherd does not wish anyeostaff to lead them than that of the
cross. Then, after leading them with this crosthe frightful and terrible places of the
desert where they see only dark places, where there water to quench their thirst, He
leads them into the bosom of God, and God is fleeintain of living water. There they
are refreshed by Himself.

If the Father is the spring, Jesus isrther of delight running from that Spring.
They are refreshed forever, and they thirst no m@os wipes away their tears.

Chapter 8

Rev. 8:1-4: And when He broke the seventh seal, tteewas silence in heaven for
about half an hour. And | saw the seven angels whstand before God; and seven
trumpets were given to them. And another angel camand stood at the altar,

holding a golden censer; and much incense was givemhim, that he might add it to

the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altawhich was before the throne. And
the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of thamits, went up before God out of
the angel's hand.

Who would think, after the believing onasthreached the state of nothingness, that
there should be another seal to be opened? It saknsdone. It is true that on the
believer's side, all is done, but there remain®ea which will manifest this truth to
others.

Before this takes place, the inward paft$is one are placed in a state of silence.
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After "the seven trumpets given to theeseangels standing before God" are
announced, then prayer and intercession for otfiergjiven to these. These prayers are
enclosed in a pure will. ..as in a "golden cens&hére, with the "fire" of love, the
prayers are melted together before God. These @@aye continual sacrifices going up
before God.

This is the state of the bride of whomnwés said: "Who is this that cometh out of
the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed wittyrrh and frankincense?" These
prayers, prayed in different places by differentspas, are gathered and offered to God
on His altar because they are according to His will

This kind of prayer is pure, and it is plm

Rev. 8:5: And the angel took the censer; and he lgid it with the fire of the altar and
threw it to the earth; and there followed peals othunder and sounds and flashes of
lightning and an earthquake.

When God wants to pour His pure love anehrth, He commissions the angel to
take "the censer" (which is the will and heartladttpraying one) and He fills the censer
with the "fire" of love. Where does He take thi®ft From the altar of the Will of God.

What happens when these blessed seveitsSmst on the earth this fire which
produces such lovely blazes? There are "thundetifidgere arise persecutions, strange
murmurs against these believers, in which the iignace is outpoured. Did You not say
that You came to throw a fire on the earth and Yt wanted it to be kindled?

Nothing can quench this divine fire.
Pour it forth upon the earth again, ohdlor

Rev. 8:6: And the seven angels who had the sevenirimpets prepared themselves to
sound them.

When God sends His fire on earth, He stpsstolic men to announce His truth,
and through this fire to bring destruction, dedinrceven as far as the self life of man.

Rev. 8:7: And the first sounded, and there came flaand fire, mixed with blood,
and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of he earth was burned up, and a
third of the trees were burned up, and all the gree grass was burned up.

When the spirit of sacrifice increaseseamth and truth begins to be announced

there will be "hail"--or tempests--to prevent ihdse who persecute the spirit of sacrifice
will rain fire.
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The same thing happens to us individudHail" falls on His holy ones, a hail of
outward (and often inward) sufferings. This firé'msixed with blood," which means it is
not pure. But though this fire is not purifiedcdnsumes the strength of self.

Rev. 8:8,9: And the second angel sounded, and sotmeg like a great mountain
burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a thrd of the sea became blood; and
a third of the creatures, which were in the sea antiad life, died; and a third of the
ships were destroyed.

The fire now changes the sea into blddte soul loses its ability to feel, taste,
see, hear and touch. All is taken, and this caus#® second death!

We must know that "Revelation" is not oalyevelation of the last judgments, but
it is a prophecy of what must happen to the ChofdBod, especially in the end when it
will spread throughout all the earth. This booligten outside and inside because it is
the inward and outward truth of Jesus Christ--aredGhurch which will be manifested
everywhere. Since this inward and outward truthtrbesdiscovered to all men, the signs
thus described must be taken--not literally--butwvthe meaning the Holy Spirit gives.

"A mountain” of anger, of fury, of "fireA mountain of intense spiritual fire will
be cast into the Church Men powerful in words will arise and change thied part of
this sea into blood, tears, afflictions and "thiedtipart of the creatures in the sea died."

Those that are dead will not be changed.

Oh God, You will do it for Your glory, arttlis will be unveiled to those who will
be given light.

Rev. 8:10,11: And the third angel sounded, and arept star fell from heaven,
burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters;
and the name of the star is called Wormwood; and #hird of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died from the waters, becaesthey were made bitter.

The third herald of the truth has no sedmeshed sounding the trumpet than “there
fell a great star from heaven." This star, thatoahhnas guided the soul, falls in such a
way that "the rivers" of grace and comfort are gehinto "bitterness" and grief. Only
"the third part is bitter," though it seems to theul that all has been changed into
bitterness. The divine delights of these riversenbowing when this star shone in his
understanding; all this is changed into "wormwodt Seemshe will have no pleasure
ever in life. This state causes the "death" oforag) and understanding.

The "self-mind" will never die except bhetfall of this large star.
Rev. 8:12,13: And the fourth angel sounded, and third of the sun and a third of

the moon and a third of the stars were smitten, sthat a third of them might be
darkened and the day might not shine for a third ofit, and the night in the same
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way. And | looked, and | heard an eagle flying in nd-heaven, saying with a loud
voice, "Woe, woe, woe, to those who dwell on thertfa because of the remaining
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who arebaut to sound!"

Oh God, what grief and desolation is birdug the earth by this fourth angel, for
You enlighten only by bringing darkness. Every $iglit must be destroyed to enter into
the light of truth. These things happen, to ther€hwand to the individual, so they might
be placed in reality. In this great disaster tights of the Church and the holy ones will
not be totally put out and the darkness will nofdrever.

What message do we see here for ourselMetdf the third part of the soul will be
in darkness, it still retains much light which doest show. The believer, suffering
darkness, must taste the deepest woes before egjthe highest benefits.

Chapter 9

Rev. 9:1,2: And the fifth angel sounded, and | sawa star from heaven which had
fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomlespit was given to him. And he
opened the bottomless pit; and smoke went up out @he pit, like the smoke of a
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkerngby the smoke of the pit.

The fifth angel sounds. A star falls.

When you see a "star" fall, it is one wdnee had the truth who has fallen. He has
the key to the pit. He is one with the other faltars. The devil is permitted to side with
them and they create a horrible "smoke" of murnaurd backbiting, and truth even is
darkened. "The air" is affected by this; everybailyes credit to the fallen star and his
lies; the princes of the Church, the sun, are dettdby a crowd of these false accusers
rising against these persons. Oh hellish pit, yomiv your last fire, my Master allowing
this until all woes have come that are necessary.

But we see still another meaning to thene of a falling star.

This woe, outwardly horrible, is the staftgreat happiness. The star falls; no light
remains, and "the key of the bottomless pit" isegito him. A vile stench and wicked
smokes are the only things that appear, the mdsttunate temptations. Here is "a great
furnace" of human miseries. All these things dabéelhe one, in any age, who is seeking
rest...and the fullness of God's truth.

Rev. 9:3,4. And out of the smoke came forth locustupon the earth; and power was
given them, as the scorpions of the earth have poweé\nd they were told that they

should not hurt the grass of the earth, nor any gren thing, nor any tree, but only

the men who do not have the seal of God on theirrgheads.
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Watching God in this unfolding drama, weuld think that destruction is all He
has in mind. He seems to be quenching truth instéaebtablishing it. These are your
Master's strokes, and--as God--He acts mostlywihis

Oh men, how blind you are in thinking yman fathom God's dealings in souls, and
in believing that--if you do not understand someghiit therefore cannot be of God! You
deal with God worse than you do with the most ignormen. You will at least
acknowledge that there are men on this earth wimovkabout things of which you are
ignorant. But you will not give this same ground3od.

He forbids the "locusts" "to hurt," but ld#ows "the men which have not the seal
of God" to be hurt. We ought to know that in mae fwo lives: One is carnal; the other
bears the characteristics of God, and is sealeel.sbhl that is sealed by God is pure and
whole in Him. But the corrupt, carnal man, the sipmwill not be spared. But if they hurt
God's servants' bodies or souls, their spirit Wél freer than ever when overwhelmed
with plagues.

Rev. 9:5,6: And they were not permitted to kill aiyone, but to torment for five

months; and their torment was like the torment of ascorpion when it stings a man.
And in those days men will seek death and will ndind it; and they will long to die

and death flees from them.

"In those days" of desolation and trighédll men seek death and shall not find it."
Oh God, what a comfort for such a person to diet tBe soul fears to displease God
more than it fears a thousand deaths. It does aot t@ die to end its misery but only to
avoid sin. Oh, men who go through this state, sufi@d you will see that truth united
with wisdom will bring all desired comforts. "Deatheems "to flee" instead of coming
near because the soul is not afraid of death. Hewsw, which seems real, causes all
grief, and death is counted to be a great gain.riibee the soul asks for deliverance, the
more the evil increases until that soul knows howield to God the rest of her life.

Let us look at this passage, now, fromtla@oview. Can this passage also refer to
the average servants of God in the Church? Thetareg and wounded by poisoned
tongues which create cruel crosses. Power was g¢ovéime locust to torment them five
months, but will not be able "to kill" them, neithiey the death to sin which will lead
them to impatience, nor by natural death. Nevee®l God will save many of His
servants. He will permit them to be afflicted, teetlimit...but not killed. Paul said, of
himself (1Cor. 6:9): "We are chastened but noeHill The Lord says that all this is true,
and must happen this way in the Church of God,iaulde lives of the servants of God.

Rev. 9:7 -11: And the appearance of the locusts wiéike horses prepared for battle;
and on their heads, as it were, crowns like goldna their faces were like the faces of
men. And they had hair like the hair of women, andheir teeth were like the teeth of
lions. And they had breastplates like breastplatesf iron; and the sound of their
wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horserushing to battle. And they
have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in theitails is their power to hurt men for

36



five months. They have as king over them, the angealf the abyss; his name in
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the nam&pollyon.

God takes pleasure in the descriptionhekeé locusts, so wondrous. Whether we
look at this scene as the world as a whole atitidetiene, or whether we view it as a thing
which happens to individual believers and God'sgissin their lives...regardless, there
is nothing here to frighten us. These who are tmémt God's servants are "like horses
prepared for battle,” for it is certain that theg éighting the most terrible war that will
ever be. There is no stronger war than that whiclyding on between the forces of
darkness and the interior one.

Such have been their ways through theuciest

"Their hair," "as the hair of women," siiging that these persons have an artificial
sweetness, catching the innocent in their netwanding the "lookers on" to their
strange viewpoint. But they have teeth of lionsthenot seen until it is too late, and with
which they heartlessly tear the innocent.

We see "breastplates of iron;" they cotreamselves with pretexts which make
them unconquerable. They attack, wound, knock dewtnout fear of being hurt. "The
sound of their wings"--their fame, flying everywbewinning for them many people--is
"as the sound of chariots, of many horses runtongattle”; it seems to everyone that
these people are equipped with zeal to defendabsecof God, proclaiming loudly their
success, the defeat of others, the advantage iofysidth their interests which are (they
say) God's. They point to their success as proof.iBtheir face seems human, "their
tails,” which are not seen so long as they onlynstiweir face, are like scorpions'. How
dangerous! What damage! Yet God gave them theirepdw order to sanctify His
servants.

But though these beings have power frord,Ge who stirs them and makes them
act is the angel of the bottomless pit. He wantméke an end of the servants of God,
perceiving that God wants to use them to extend Kifigdom and destroy Satan's
kingdom. He does his best to remove them from #Huoe fof the earth. But instead of
doing away with them, he removes, in them, whapisosed to God.

Rev. 9:12: The first woe is past; behold, two woese still coming after these things.

Who would not believe this is the endha sight of these evils? How happy we
would be if they ended there! You are indeed messily cruel, oh God. Your cruelty
appears; but the more it appears, the more it radesfinite mercy. What seems sweet
holds a tail full of poison, but what seems mosietis full of sweetness.

Rev. 9:13-15: And the sixth angel sounded, and | bed a voice from the four horns

of the golden altar which is before God, one sayintp the sixth angel who had the
trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound athe great river Euphrates.”
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And the four angels, who had been prepared for th@our and day and month and
year, were released, so that they might kill a thot of mankind.

The sixth herald is that of death. Alltth@as happened till now has been prepared
for death, but death has not arrived. Without tlgath, truth will never be manifested to
men. The voice giving the command comes out ofjtiiden altar where the last sacrifice
must be made, the most terrible and strange shalifices.

Oh righteousness of God, how cruel you #oa1 want only death. But how sweet
and kind You are to this one who has no other @stethan God's only, who has no more
self interest, who being placed in this reality aas experience--worships, blesses and
loves this apparent cruelty, given for so greagiagfit. Your approach is rough and cruel,
but Your cruelty afterward changes into floods @light. Oh, mystery of cruelty!
Mystery of love and sweetness! Who will understdmese? He whom Thou hast spared
least is often the happiest. Oh RighteousnessgamreYou because we do not know You.
You are cruel only to those who oppose the Kingadpure love; but You are kind and
gracious to the one who, having no more self-lmaxnot oppose pure love. How far
from the purity of love is the one who still feareee! Oh Righteousness, whoever does
not love You with the most extreme passion is ratfysee from himself, though he may
think he is. You are only in the hearts for whighire righteousness, in its most extreme
severity, has only charms and sweetnesses.

There are believers for whom love has smesses; they think they are well dealt
with; there are others who have only hardshipstaeg think they are to be pitied. The
greatest sweetness of love is receiving none!

All the afflictions that have come up tast time could not cause death because
"these angels were bound.” Up to now, abandonmeshalways survived with vigor and
strength; that is, all the soul gained throughesirfiy was its surrender without reserve.
The soul wanted death and became resigned to dietdo die. The soul resigned to die
when she feared death; then it resigned not tevblen death was welcomed. She thinks
she is delivered. The soul is surprised to seedhahis served to prepare it for another
fight which is so much harder because it has tasiedweetness of rest and quiet.

It is a very surprising thing for a bekewo realize that the duration of suffering
makes suffering bearable. One gets used to itGaual, to harden us, causes suffering to
cease when we get used to it! He gives much rettatdhe return to suffering will be all
the more effective. The first loss of abandonmenitriperfect. It contains spite, anger,
and rebellion, till the soul realizes it makes thworse by resisting them. As the believer
yields, they diminish and end; abandonment becdm&s stronger and broader. When
abandonment is without measure, the soul may egetelivered of its pains.

There is however a greater abandonment!

This greater abandonment is like a rivénclv carries you without mercy, but
which also leads you! This river is as a ship gairtg the deep from which you dive to
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drown and die. Without this abandonment, we neeavé self, we always remain
proprietors. Without the loss of conscious abandammwe never get perfectly lost in
God. We sail on this immense ocean with abandohimgtrwe are not fully lost in God
unless we lose this abandonment of which we arsaious.

Fortunately, the loss of this abandonnae®s not cause the griefs and anger of old.
The Lord must give a special power to lose sighowf abandonment. But how? And
when?

“In the day, hour, month and yearich God has appointedfor this. My God,
how beautiful these words are and what great thiingg contain! They show us the most
wonderful providence that ever was. A soul thdedunreservedly by its God will find
this wonderful providence, causing that soul toeglerything at the right time, according
to God's will and the desire of the soul. All darsgm the spiritual life come because we
want to grow without the help of God. All must bené by God, in His appointed time;
He knows the state in which we are and revealstthtee soul. We must then patiently
wait for the hour, the time, the moment.

Thus the soul loses its conscious abandahamd enters into true death.

Rev.9:16-19: And the number of the armies of the drsemen was two hundred
million; | heard the number of them. And this is hov | saw in the vision of the
horses and those who sat on them: the riders had &astplates the color of fire and
of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of thborses are like the heads of lions;
and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke an@irimstone. A third of mankind
was killed by these three plagues, by the fire anthe smoke and the brimstone,
which proceeded out of their mouths. For the poweof the horses is in their mouths
and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads; and with them
they do no harm.

The evils which come to overwhelm thesalsare multiplied endlessly. An army
comes which grows bigger every day. The troublessnd, increase and multiply like
the sand of the sea, outside and inside; eacheksythe birth of a new one. People who
are contrary to them increase and multiply. Natbed,, and men are set against the souls
that are abandoned to God. Those who arrived #figint have "breastplates the color of
fire" because they are dressed with anger, fireklwthiey pretend is godly zeal.

These breastplates have the color of "myatibecause they wrap themselves with
righteousness. The devil is "the horse" they moammd, he has "the heads of lions." He is
full of strength and fury, stirring people to destthe men who serve God. This fire and
brimstone are a strong persecution which can ceame hell only; the smoke is the noise
of persecution. "Their tails are like serpents'¢duese they use, with skill, crafty devices
to hide the blows they give.

The soul is surrounded by all evils, degai of all benefits. The fury of hell seems
uncontrolled. Oh God, where can we go? There iglace to flee to.
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Oh, happy are those who then are withelg bnd stay! They truly die. Those who
are sustained and helped lose much. Oh, if we khewvrong done to the soul which is
not completely left in the hand of God! Insteadating it, we lose it.

Rev.9:20-21: And the rest of mankind, who were ndtilled by these plagues, did not
repent of the works of their hands, so as not to wship demons, and the idols of
gold and of silver and of brass.

Certainly all these things will in timeroe to pass. Here two things are referred to;
one is the conversion of sinners, the call to tlelless to faith; the other is the
destruction ofself-ownership. [An untranslatable word follows here, the Fremebrd
"propriete.”]. To stop this call the devil strehghs the idolaters, hardens the sinners and
creates a fight against spirituality (godliness3.he opposes righteousness, evil increases
and the godly are fought and destroyed. More stheisgacquired by the wicked till the
set time when God will put an end to the troubleeig to the saints, and to the crimes of
their adversaries.

Men who do not come into truth throughirttefferings do not repent of their
doings and of the works of their hands. These atemoubled. They will see frightful
wars, strange sufferings, and horrible famines;nyest of them will be hardened. Those
held by "ownership of self" are strengthened inrtbarnal ways through the persecution
of the saints.

(It is certain you must die to self todabe sense of carnality and enter into truth,
otherwise you remain more attached to your own s/oyku take credit for things which
belong only to God. You build everything on your kg you become an idolater
because you love yourself. You prefer yourselh interests of God; you prefer a lie to
the truth. This is the worship of demons).

Some hold on to money, others to honohermst to themselves, others to an
imagined and unreal virtue and to idols which caither hear nor instruct nor lead them.

We see that the world will not repent. Gbd, what corruption! Have mercy on
Your Church! Voices are raised against those wheskip God in their heart; they are
fought against, persecuted and not one voice gedaagainst those who have in their
heart impurity, envy, adultery, hatred.

Are some even canonized? Esteemed? Appi®udnd those disgraced and
considered as the worst of men are, on the contbamying with pure love, shun glory,
honor, esteem of men, looking only to God--theily@m!

Evil is become good, and good,...evil!
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Chapter 10

Rev. 10:1,2: And | saw another strong angel comindown out of heaven, clothed
with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, ahhis face was like the sun, and
his feet like pillars of fire; and he had in his had a little book which was open. And
he placed his right foot on the sea and his left athe land:;...

Though sufferings may appear cruel arghge, they are the cause of all benefits.
When they drive us to despair, we are near thetggeavealth. The last woes seemed
without remedy; the servants of God and followersrath seemed destroyed by those
who help lies to triumph and reign. Sin has becstnenger and virtue is gone from the
earth; God even seems to aid in causing this stualriving away the virtuous ones.

Oh death, oh misfortunes, oh losses, alpales, what good comes from you! You
bring life, joy, possession and salvation!

An angel, so strong and mighty, comeg difte destruction! Nothing is stronger; all
other forces compared with this one are very wetke we see truth, divine truth; this
truth came down and the Book of truth comes tahaarbe discovered.

Oh truth, ignored, buried, bound, hiddédmbw, you are going to be made known!
This angel is "clothed with a cloud,” to let us lnthat however clear truth may be in
this life, it is always accompanied by some clduds not so in heaven. This angel had "a
rainbow upon his head," a sign of general recatgiin and of changelessness, and
steady and perfect peace on the part of God for. leeor and lie have drawn God's
anger on earth; truth is going to bring peace,tgess and joy. Oh peace, so fought and
spoken against, you will be victorious!

"The face" of the herald is like "the Sup@cause truth dispels the darkness of error
and of lying, as the day dispels the night. Allkshess and night comes from the absence
of the sun, as the day exists by its presence; svatl errors, wanderings, and ignorance
come from the absence of Truth, as all lights byresence.

"His feet" are "as pillars of fire," td\@wv that truth is founded on a firm and
unchangeable love. The book he had in his handgtinthe manifestation of this truth
and on the land shows that this truth must be shewerywhere, even inwardly and
outwardly.

Rev. 10:3,4: ...and he cried out with a loud voic&s when a lion roars; and when he
had cried out, the seven peals of thunder utteredcheir voices. And when the seven
peals of thunder had spoken, | was about to writeand | heard a voice from heaven
saying, "Seal up the things which the seven peal$ thunder have spoken, and do
not write them."

The Truth will be announced with such nigli the voice of the "Lion" who has
been chosen to manifest that Truth to the worldt there is no comer in the earth where
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it will not be heard. But while this Herald of truannounces truth to the whole earth,
there are "seven thunders"” of the truth. But thotighnoise of these thunders is heard
everywhere, what their voices express is known drylyJohn, and the few persons it
pleases God to show.

There are two things in truth, one thatstrioe published to everybody, the other
that must be sealed and hidden, because the wamltbttake it. He to whom it is shown
must keep it within.

Oh truth, hidden in the midst of suffesngvho could understand you? If you were
uncovered and announced, who could hear? You atesed in the depth of the heart of
those to whom you revealed yourself.

There are seven voices of the truth thastrmot be uncovered to men. They are
hidden because of the corruption of men.

Rev.10:5-7: And the angel whom | saw standing ofiné sea and on the land lifted up
his right hand to heaven, and swore by Him who liveforever and ever, who created
heaven and the things in it, and the earth and théhings in it, and the sea and the
things in it, that there shall be delay no longerput in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then theystery of God is finished, as He
preached to His servants the prophets.

The angel swore that time would be no &ngut for manifesting hidden truth, the
last herald of truth must sound the trumpet, @rlitnot appear.

| shall be known, says this Truth, buthbk not be listened to and understood.
Afterward, | will be heard and understood and llvgive the understanding of my
mystery, when the time will be ripe; but the tinme fny being heard is far and the time
for my being understood is still farther.

Rev. 10:8: And the voice which | heard from heavenl heard again speaking with
me, and saying, "Go, take the book which is open ithe hand of the angel who
stands on the sea and on the land."”

This last voice, that of the sixth ang=lme from the altar of sacrifices. It is also
the voice that performs the last sacrifice. It cemfrom God Himself. Oh Voice, how
frightful, sweet and charming you are! This samee&®rders John to take the little book
from the hand of the angel. It is a command, aionst® publish the truth.

Oh God, You have had, You do have, heraldke truth, but what persecution they
have met, and will meet!

Rev.10:9: And | went to the angel, telling him t@ive me the little book. And he said

to me, "Take it, and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth
it will be sweet as honey."
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Truth must be devoured; the soul must xec#j eat it, devour it; then the soul will
be devoured by the truth. It must be received ensibul before it is given to others!

All that is not given out by experienceni a true light.

We must be placed in truth before teachingVe must, like John, not only have
heard the truth but we must have understood andriexqzed it...before showing it to
others!

But no sooner is it received and devouhesh the stomach is bitter and the mouth,
sweet. Truth has something so sweet for the willified by the mouth, that it is a delight
to the soul. What joy and satisfaction for the goulvhich truth is communicated! But in
the belly is bitterness; and this is the differebetwveen the truth which is manifested to
the soul for its own benefit and truth which isevto the soul for others. As long as
truth is given only for the Christian's own bengefitis only sweetness. But when it is
given for others, all the inner parts are full afmpp What pains, weariness, slanders!

Paul assured us that he bore his deaitusdichildren when he saw them going
astray (Gal. 4:19). | challenge anyone to be ablernderstand what these pains are if
they do not share in such an experience.

Rev. 10:10-11: And | took the little book out of he angel's hand and ate it, and it
was in my mouth sweet as honey; and when | had eat&, my stomach was made
bitter. And they said to me, "You must prophesy aga concerning many peoples
and nations and tongues and kings."

John admits that there was for him theaig® sweetness when he received the
truth, but after devouring it he suffers untoldttéiness" inwardly. Right away he is told
to prophesy before the nations. He has to showtitlils in many places, before peoples
and before kings. All the sufferings that the saimive before reaching the knowledge of
the truth when they are saints for themselves oafg, not to be compared to the
sufferings endured by the apostolic men appointetieip others. God has them to go
through many states, with more hardships and dégthif they were only to take care of
their own sanctification. God wants to give therma light of their experience, so as not to
make a mistake in directing souls. Therefore atgdescernment is given them. They
have borne and are acquainted with so many weagsi¢isat now they are not surprised
at any weaknesses in othefesus Christ took our nature to teach us that in ater to
be truly compassionate, we must touch the same weaasses others have.

Chapter 11

Rev. 11:1,2: And there was given me a measuring ddike a staff; and someone
said, "Rise and measure the temple of God, and tredtar, and those who worship in
it. And leave out the court which is outside the taple, and do not measure it, for it
has been given to the nations; and they will treadnder foot the holy city for forty-
two months."
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A rod was given the Apostle to measurettaligs justly and undisturbed. Unless
this rod is given to measure all things as God #s&®,we usually form judgments on
souls by what they say, by what is fine, alluringserene, adjusted; we judge them by
what we feel or do not feel. To do this is to maka great mistake Is a soul full of
carnality regarded highly while the greatest oftheo is not because he is in extreme
poverty?

The soul that is placed in the truth juslgely according to truth, hence the
measuring rod. The soul overlooked by leaders keéllknown for what it is by those
persons in a similar state. The measurement idetmple of God and the altar ...the
greatness of sacrifice and worship of God, and gehess of carnality.

The outward court is not measured, becauge given unto the Gentiles. God
permits much to fall on the "outer court” becausewants the believer who lives in the
"outer court" to come to nought through suffering.

Rev. 11:3-5: "And | will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackoth.” These are the two olive
trees and the two lampstands that stand before thieord of the earth. And if anyone

desires to harm them, fire proceeds out of their math and devours their enemies;
and if anyone would desire to harm them, in this maner he must be killed."

John describes here the advent of Jesuist&hs inward and outward reign
throughout the whole earth and what must take pkhogeng and before this time.
Redemption through Jesus Christ has been somewluaidband captive, and did not
have its full expansion, but in the future it mbst without limit or measure, and in its
fullness, not only in the redeemed, as in the geags, but in all the world.

Jesus Christ came to destroy and ruirethpire of the devil throughout the whole
earth. This empire has been ruined in many headsnamberless souls to which Jesus
Christ extended full redemption, but this has restdme universal. The devil has kept his
rights on people. But in this scene we see thaviieboe completely banished from the
face of the earth. Jesus Christ will extend His Eenfo the ends of the earth. Then all the
kings of the earth will recognize Him as King. Thém wolf and the lamb will live
together, and the bottomless pit will be shut.

God chooses two witnesses whom He will hdotvith strength and power to
announce truth. These witnesses will be clotheshekcloth, which means they will have
a plain unnoticed appearance.

These two witnesses are faith and pure lovend they are under the blame of all, as

a sacrifice. Faith lives only with sacrifice andr@uove only in self-denial. These two
witnesses declare the truth to those who are tothea profound word.
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Strong and effective words defeat all ehtdsat oppose them, forcing men to come
to the truth and never more fight it. If they dd eater the truth, God will soon take them
out of the world.

God bears, hides, even seems to favoerteenies, but a day will come when they
will be destroyed by the words of His mouth. Thesevants will have no other weapon
except these words of destroying fire.

We see a little of this today--holy onekoshave no other weapon to defend
themselves except their love and faith of whichytlspeak and which makes their
enemies speechless. God gives them words thatenoasnwithstand.

Rev. 11:6: These have the power to shut up the sk order that rain may not fall
during the days of their prophesying; and they haveoower over the waters to turn
them into blood, and to smite the earth with everyplague, as often as they desire.

It is certain that those to whom powegiigen to witness the truth like Jesus Christ
did have a great power over others, and over #mmeits. They have the power "to shut
heaven" to stop the rain of comfort on those in mhgrace will work out death. They
perform great miracles to prove the truth they amge. Note that God gives them this
power after they have been brought to nought. TWee dpecial witnesses, what power
they possess! They shut heaven. They turn the svafegrace and sweetness to blood.
All is suffering, misery and strange misfortune$iey smite the weaker ones with all
plagues, as often as they will. The heralds ohth&ve such a great power on others that
they are changed inwardly and outwardly under tifleence of these two witnesses. If
they tell one to have peace, a profound peace coameksif they do the opposite, then
peace is disturbed.

Rev. 11:7,8: And when they have finished their téisnony, the beast that comes up
out of the abyss will make war with them, and over@me them and kill them. And

their dead bodies will lie in the street of the grat city which mystically is called

Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucifie.

As soon as Jesus Christ had witnesseldetoraith, He was smitten by the beast of
the pit, for the devil stirred His own to take Hife. Those who witness to the truth suffer
death. They will positively be killed in the mindi all men. Their bodies shall lie in the
world, signifying that there will be no more hoplegetting back their reputation. These
bodies lie in a spiritual Egypt, in a Sodom wheredd@s not known, where He is
dishonored in the strangest way, and in the vaageivhich made my Savior die.

The world is nothing more than Egypt ocamt of the fighting element and the
dislike for harmony and agreement. It is a Sodoma@ount of disorders and wickedness
prevailing thereShall | tell of those who make up the Church? Cathiecs and non-
Catholics? It seems to me it is a Sodom, this vasariety. The children of God's
house dishonor the Church although the Church itsélis most holy; but it has been
polluted by her children.
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The children of the Synagogue crucifieglith.ord; the children of the Church will
kill the faithful witnesses of the truth which abidh the Church. But if they kill them,
their bodies will remain out "in the street” to baatness to this cruelty.

Oh, this is the reign of Satan, this is time of his efforts to destroy the Church if
he can. But it will be in vain; the gates of helllwot prevail against her. Alas, this poor
Church is going to remain without comfort! Her clnén despise and leave her. They lose
her Spirit. She carries in her bosom the war betwégscob and Esau. Oh Church,
you mourn the loss of your children! Lovely Rachaly mourn and cannot be comforted
because they are not. But cheer up, the time isingpwhen your children will be
brought from all the ends of the earth. You wikk ¢bem at your table. They will eat your
bread and will no longer be rebellious against yayrant that your children are fighting;
within you Esau persecutes Jacob, but soon Jadbleomie to life, and as he has been
loved by God from eternity, you, too, will love hifmrever. Rejoice, oh Church, the time
of joy is nearing; your grief is going to end. Yare going to triumph over everyone and
through you Jacob will be victorious. He will prdvaith God Who seems to be now
against him; and if he keeps limping in the fights only to be a sign, to his seed, of his
victory. Jerusalem, holy city--Thy Church--held e unbelievers for so many years, the
time is coming when you will see within your walle children of the Lord. Jerusalem,
you will be the flourishing city!

The beast destroys and kills this witriesthe truth for a time, but this is of short
duration.

Rev. 11:9,10: And those from the peoples and triseand tongues and nations will
look at their dead bodies for three and a half daysand will not permit their dead
bodies to be laid in a tomb. And those who dwell otihe earth will rejoice over them
and make merry; and they will send gifts to one anther, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the earth.

These two witnesses will be seen and knofvall the people on earth, meaning
they will be spoken against. All shall rejoice ireir apparent defeat. Truth is unbearable,
they say. That is why truth is banished from thartoof Princes, from conversations;
everybody flees from truth; no one can stand ithSoen always rejoice in their defeat
of the two witnesses. But if truth seems defeatadaf time it will revive with more
strength.

Rev.11:11-13: And after the three and a half daythe breath of life from God came
into them, and they stood on their feet; and greafear fell upon those who were
beholding them. And they heard a loud voice from heven saying to them, "Come
up here." And they went up into heaven in the cloudand their enemies beheld
them. And in that hour there was a great earthquakeand a tenth of the city fell;
and seven thousand people were killed in the eartigke, and the rest were terrified
and gave glory to the God of heaven.
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After three days and a half is the timeswhruth will seem defeated in this fight.
Then the Spirit of life and strength will enterarthem.

All those who are intended to bear witnesshe truth must have the same fate;
they must die, and when they will have been deadhiece days and a half-dead to the
outward world- a living and quickening Spirit whle sent to them from heaven. After
this reviving,they will be received in God Himself The devil and the flesh will never
more be able to attack them.

When it is least expected, God will give them thefé that the father of lies had
tried to snatch from them. This will be a new life-one that the world cannot receive.
Then, after their rising, truth will be completely manifested.

But at the same hour there was a gre#tgaake. Let us make this an application
to those left...antb their inward parts. They fear destruction; their inferior, or weaker,
parts are stripped from their natural life. Whatesatisfied is taken away. They can not
be satisfied by spiritual and divine life, whickethnever knew.

In this earthquake the tenth part of tie will fall...a tenth part of the Church will
be thrown down. But at the same time seven thousardwill be slain. Oh, unspeakable
happiness, soon thereafter sin is destroyed for&merwill be banished from the face of
the earth, and truth will be known. Oh God, Youlwibt be offended or dishonored
anymore! Oh flesh, sin and devil, your empire isngdo be destroyed even by the very
means you used to establish yourself.

Rev. 11:14: The second woe is past; behold, the rthiwoe is coming quickly.
A "woe" is no longer a woe when it has passed aaravery often what seemed to
destroy us is the very thing that establishes us.his "woe" was a misfortune only as
long as it lasted, but if the time of its durationwas troublesome, its consequences are
very sweet and agreeable.

Rev. 11:15: And the seventh angel sounded; and tigearose loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kigdom of, our Lord, and of
His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."

The opening of the seventh seal showedthes seventh angel announcing
unspeakable blisOh pains, works and griefs, how well rewarded yoware by the
manifestation of the truth! Paul knew this and said the sufferings of thissen¢ world
are not to be compared with the glory which shall devealed.Rejoice in your
happiness; your tears are wiped. (We must know thatll the states that were
described take place, more or less, in the inwardding of the believer in whom truth
has been manifested)

There is not a word in the book of Revelathat will not happen as it is foretold,
not only outwardly but inwardlyi the soul of the believer The reality of such things
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will be manifested to all when the seventh sealpsn, when the seventh angel will have
announced the truth, and it will appear clear aare fas it is.

But what is this truth?
This truth is truly the reign of Jesus Christ outwadly and inwardly .

The souls in whom Jesus Christ reigns labsyg will be placed in reality. The
outer reign of Jesus Christ will extend throughallitthe world. But as He will extend
outwardly, so He will also be extended inwardly.eTéame century that is fortunate
enough to see everyone subject to the reign osJébust, will also see every heart on
earth under His control and will. (Editor's not&véry knee shall bow; every tongue
shall confess...." All of mankind will freely subinthemselves in wondrous love to the
King of kings. End of note). All will follow the maes of His Spirit. Then shall the will
of God be done on earth as in Heaven. He will raigtimne minds and hearts forever and
ever.

Rev. 11:16,17: And the twenty-four elders, who sibn their thrones before God, fell
on their faces and worshiped God, saying, "We giv&hee thanks, O Lord God, the
Almighty, who art and who wast, because Thou hastaken Thy great power and
hast begun to reign."”

Nothing will gladden more the holy onesdadeaven) as the time in which the
reign of Jesus Christ must spread throughout thb.eBefore this time, Jesus Christ had
all power given Him in Heaven and on earth; but dhese that His power would be
spread only when it is exercised in the hearts ramtls of all men. That is why it is
written, "The Lord said to my Lord: Sit down at mght hand till | make your enemies
your footstool."

This happens when all rebellious wills @onder Him. Then shall everyone be
moved and led by Him. This is the joy of the blessees and the greatest glory that God
can receive from His creatures.

Rev. 11:18,19: "And the nations were enraged, andlhy wrath came, and the time
came for the dead to be judged, and the time to givtheir reward to Thy bond-

servants the prophets and to the saints and to theswho fear Thy name, the small
and the great, and to destroy those who destroy thearth." And the temple of God

which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of Hisogenant appeared in His temple,
and there were flashes of lightning and sounds angeals of thunder and an
earthquake and a great hailstorm.

After John spoke of the marvelous reigdesus Christ he is shown another scene.
The nations will seem to become angry againstéigrof Jesus Christ. Those who will
be most opposed in feelings will agree to persettusereign and destroy the inward way.
Their fury will be stirred. It seems God will giteem some power to destroy. But then
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the day of the wrath of God comes; He takes verggean the enemies of His reign (and
of the inward life) and He punishes them in an antaway.

Then comes the time of judging the delat is, judging those who died spiritually
...having suffered a thousand deaths through theltgrof men who stole their honor.
After having been oppressed a long time, God'scistill have it known to all that they
were in the truth, not their enemies. Then will Goeward the prophets,” showing the
truth of the words they spoke. He will show tha thay they followed was the true way
for all.

Two things corrupted the earth, the camald and self will. They opposed the
reign of Jesus Christ constantly. The fleshly mied to idolatry and self will is the
source of all other sins. So Jesus Christ will alosolutely and entirely reign on earth
unless these two enemies are destroyed. That iHeHyas raised two powerful enemies
against the carnal mind and self will: faith andeplove. To establish faith and pure love
in place of the fleshly mind and the self is thepmse of God in sending the two
witnesses.

When that time comes, the temple of Goldlv& opened. All nations will enter in
the Church of God. Then ark of His testament walldeen. (That is to say, the wonderful
waysHe used, and is using, to unite Himself to ménOh God, how many truths You
will uncover to Your poor creatures when Your trighmanifested! But this will happen
only after the thunderings, noises, and lightnisgigke the powers which now are
rendering God a service by opposing His kingdom!

When the time comes and their eyes og®y, will be very surprised to see they
fought the truth thinking they were fighting a lie.

Paul is an example of what will then happehose who will have fought the truth
with the greatest zeal, will defend it with the @pesst strength.

Chapter 12

Rev. 12:1,2: And a great sign appeared in heavea: woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crowof twelve stars; and she was
with child; and she cried out, being in labor andm pain to give birth.

This woman has two distinct meaningspathem very true.

One is that the depths of knowing our Lordist be born on earth. It was always in
Heaven, but has not been produced on earth. Th& 8Spitruth has been somewhat
banished. Reality must come back on earth, prodbgqalre love. The second meaning
is that the Church wants to give birth to thishr(which comes only by the inner way).

This woman, according to these two measimgysurrounded with the "Sun," that is
by truth, manifested in this life. She has the moader her feet because she is above
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unstableness and wavering. When the soul of theuveglis established in the truth, it
does not change any more in its foundation. Thathig this one has the moon under her
feet.

She is clothed with the sun; she is alalvehangeable and varying lights. She has
a crown of twelve stars, the twelve fruits of thel{HSpirit. The soul that has truly known
Him deeply possesses them all. This one has jogcegepatience, long suffering, etc.
When Reality is on earth, love reigns. Where tisthhere is also love.

She is with child and wants to produce freit in the world. This fruit is
righteousness. Jesus Christ produced righteousmesthe cross and His grief was
extreme. What pain must be known to produce sugtiteousness! The inner walk must
produce righteousness, just as counterwise--lieslymed unrighteousness. Up till the
time of this scene, unrighteousness reigns on ebeitause its father, Lying, brought it
there. This is why men steal from God His glory.eyhconsider as belonging to
themselves what should be attributed to God ontgnFthis unrighteousness brought
about through lies came all evils we have on ed@tlt.as soon as Reality has produced
righteousness, men give back to God what they owe H

The second explanation of this woman & gine is the Church.

The Church is about to give birth to thedr Spirit: her true Spirit. She is with
child, possessing this Spirit which is like a setaavent of Jesus Christ. She is in pains
to be delivered for it will cost her sufferingsetifruit will be precious and more good
must be produced; suffering is, therefore, unqaerable.

It seems that this Spirit remained endos@hin her. (Some have been stirred and
partook of the divine revelation Paul explained thig has been very rare.) All Christians
have been called to this; but they did not all aersthe call. On the contrary, these
Christians opposed the inner way. As the Chur@baut to spread out her branches, she
wants to produce her Spirit in all her members.sTikithe spirit of abandonment, and
divine moving, so fought against today.

Rev. 12:3,4: And another sign appeared in heaveand behold, a great red dragon
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heagsre seven diadems. And his
tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, anthrew them to the earth. And the

dragon stood before the woman who was about to gi@rth, so that when she gave
birth he might devour her child.

This "Dragon” is self love, the fathertbé lie. He is opposed to pure love; he is the
mortal enemy of truth, and even in Heaven wishegrefer himself to God, wanting
attribute to himself that which is due to God only.

This Dragon, in the Garden of Eden, itesdilhis poison in man and having

withdrawn man from truth, caused man to be chasealyaThis same Dragon, today,
seeing that the inner Reality is going to comeigbtlin the world, is standing firm to
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devour it and to hinder its appearing on earthmitst be known that inner reality
produces pure love and that pure love brings rigkgeess to life.

This righteousness just means snatchiegy&vng from the creature and giving all
to God! As soon as the soul is so endowed?

This Dragon is "red" because he apes lowe The seven heads are the totality of
deadly sins in the world. The ten horns represkatttansgression of the law. These
seven heads are crowned to indicate that this Dragigns in the world through the sin
which he introduced.

This Dragon draws with its tail the thpdrt of men. Through shrewdness he makes
most of them fall, disclosing his hatred only atterdraws them because he uses subtlety
and craftiness. This horrible Dragon "stands betbis woman who was going to be
delivered to devour her child." Self love producesrighteousness and devours
righteousness, preventing God from receiving Hie dod upsetting the order of things.
This is why this horrible Dragon, this Lucifer, had many everywhere worshipping him.
When he sees that this righteousness which he Hmgyiit that he had banished was
returning, then he does all in his power to deubarfruit and swallow the mother.

The Church is ready to bring to life tmaer Spirit. Now that the Church wants to
show and reproduce in the whole Universe this §panclosed within her, she is in
"pains”; she cannot help speaking of her griefutiono one knows the cause of it and
they attribute it to other things. This dragon amstantly before her to devour her fruit in
his birth; but how useless will his efforts be! #rwill triumph over the lie, pure love
over self-love, righteousness over unrighteousness.

Rev. 12:5,6: And she gave birth to a son, a malaitd, who is to rule all the nations
with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up toGod and to His throne. And the
woman fled into the wilderness where she had a placprepared by God, so that
there she might be nourished for one thousand twoumdred and sixty days.

She fails not in producing her fruit, & r@dd been seen and foretold by David in
Psalm 85:10.

This Fruit will govern the nations withred of iron. Not one will oppose Him; all
people will worship the true God. They will rightlgonor Him by the means of
submitting their mind to the truth. They will sulirtheir heart to His wonderful leading.

"This son was caught up unto God" becadsd will Himself preserve the
righteousness which the nations must have for Him.

He will be on "the throne" of God; all iats will acknowledge Him as their God,

as the one in whom is enclosed all power and atltpvehom they must adore, to whom
they must be led unreservedly and abandon theit Aed mind completely.
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This woman is banished to the wildernass, solitary place...to hearts prepared for
her. But Reality must be hidden there, that no mag find it. She will be cared for "a
thousand two hundred and sixty days.”" Oh, mystenasr than the daylight, you are
regarded now as fables and tales for childrenagdréams. You will appear in all your
splendor and these words will be considered onti véspect. Then people will see they
come from God. They have been written by the comth@fnrmy God. You will appear
one day. You will be placed on the seashore aghthibuse reaching all the travelers with
its light. Oh despised Truth, You Who are hatecearth, You will be their admiration,
beauty and light.

This flight into the wilderness means tlaly emptied hearts will receive this
woman of truth. From there, faith will spread olihere is a semblance of faith, pictures
of faith. However as this faith will never be witlagvn from earth, God chose for it a
wilderness where it will be cared for.

Oh dragon, all your efforts to engulf tRipirit of faith are useless; God protects it
in such a special way that it is kept near Himbéospread out on the earth after you are
bound. Then that which was the abomination of #iréhewill be its glory and stay!

Rev. 12:7: And there was war in heaven, Michael ahhis angels waging war with
the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war..

This war "in heaven" is the war of seN«oagainst pure love. Michael is the angel
of love, and will protect those who are placedadwel. This is a very strange and rough
fight. This is why the soul is like a heaven whéhes fight takes place and suffers
greatly. The dragon defends himself with all higinj this wretched self-love (which
seemed to leave the soul in peace when no onerlekskthim), now gives such fierce
blows that there is no fight as tough as this is thorld. This is the last fight of all.
Michael uses all his weapons to fight self-loveisThretched dragon uses all he has to
defend himself. Oh, terrible and frightful attacks!

This fight took place in Heaven at theatien of the world; it takes place now in
the Church and in the soul of every believer whméant to receive the pure love. Now
Michael and the followers of inner love fight widtl their might. This dragon defends
himself as well as he can, but inner love will coaq after strange wars.

Rev. 12:8: ...and they were not strong enough, arilere was no longer a place found
for them in heaven.

Oh, self-love, arm yourself as much gseases you to fight. You will remain the
weakest.

In the same manner, with the individuallsas soon as self-love is defeated. But,
oh God, how long, what sufferings, what fight befdris defeated!
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Rev.12:9: And the great dragon was thrown down, th serpent of old who is called
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole worldie was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

It is a sure fact that as soon as sek-lisventirely destroyed and that inner and pure
love takes its place, the devil is cast out andriatonger any power over the soul. As
soon as self-love has disappeared, there is no gngref the devil.

Likewise when this war, a pure and inreeel against self-love, comes to an end,
the dragon will have no more power on the servah@od. He is going to be chased out
and the prince of this world will soon be destray&te victory Jesus Christ won over
him will have its complete result.

Rev. 12:10: And | heard a loud voice in heaven, geg, "Now the salvation, and the

power, and the kingdom of our God and the authorityof His Christ have come, for

the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, o accuses them before our
God day and night."

Joy beyond words is in Heaven when thisgras/broken. The soul that is free from
loving itself finds no longer the accuser in itsroeonscience.

Your Lord requires that we should askHas kingdom to come; but this kingdom
could not come before His will would be fully door earth as it is in heaven. The will
of God is perfectly done in heaven when self-lavdispelled.

As soon as this will is done the whole €huof God, the heavenly and earthly
Church, sings with all her might. Now is come sttva..which means salvation is firm
and sure. Salvation was not universal, for numberbouls, drawn by the dragon's tall,
fell into the pit, but as soon as he is knocked mlewd chased out, the kingdom of God is
established. Man is no longer strong in his owargjth, but God's strength is in him. The
tempter is no longer. Here is a state of innocemlsieh is the fruit and redemption of
Jesus Christ--such an abundant redemption that tinds taste the fruit of it are
astounded.

Here appears the time of the "strengthdwfGod. Now, oh God, You are going to
be king and reign sovereignly. Your reign will hoxge be a reign of peace, full of
delights. Now, in this scene, You are reigning! Nthe power of Jesus Christ and the
result of His death appear. Oh God, it seemed Yaulrto power and that the devil had an
almost unmastered power because he was strengtlisneelf-love. But now Your
power appears because self-love is put aside. Watisen, how great you are! This day
will happen without fail. There is not a man onteaxho will not bend his knees before
You.

Rev. 12:11,12: "And they overcame him because of ¢hblood of the Lamb and

because of the word of their testimony, and they dinot love their life even to death.
For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who diwé them. Woe to the earth and
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the sea, because the devil has come down to youying great wrath, knowing that
he has only a short time."

The dragorsgélf-love is conquered only by the blood of the Lamb aredwiord of
their testimony about Jesus Christ. Just as hemvirae, so there is no more admission
for the devil and self-love into this highest paithe soul. And even for the lower parts,
deliverance is near.

The devil is now banished from the heasnand falls on the earth where he will
exercise his cruelty for a short time; he does with so much tyranny that it seems the
world must perish. So in our souls, as long asleg# rules, pure love is nearly gone,
living only in some solitary places, in some fevosén souls.

The dragon exercises his cruelty with msirength than ever. But if desolation is
great, we rejoice because the time of deliverasagear. Oh, if the souls on which the
dragon pours his hatred with so much fury undecstbat deliverance is near! What joy
they would have! But they are persecuted and arupded that this time will never end.
However, it will end soon and unexpectedly.

Rev. 12:13,14: And when the dragon saw that he waisrown down to the earth, he
persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male ddi And the two wings of the
great eagle were given to the woman, in order thathe might fly into the wilderness
to her place, where she was nourished for a time drtimes and half a time, from the
presence of the serpent.

The dragon wars against the truth the ronstl war there ever was. It seems all
men are against the reality of Christ. But the Wwinfjan eagle are given this one and she
flies into the wilderness, with the souls separdtedh the world, where deception has
not come. Separated from the world there she istelped--for the future day of her
appearance.

The Church will never be more "persecutidh by her own children. Nor will the
individual believer. She will "fly" in places wheste was not known. There she will be
known. This spirit of faith and truth, the innerirgp its ornament, will be hidden for a
while; then will come a time when these deeperghiwill appear in all their beauty.

Rev. 12:15,16: And the serpent poured water like aver out of his mouth after the
woman, so that he might cause her to be swept awayth the flood. And the earth
helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth dndrank up the river which
the dragon poured out of his mouth.

This "flood" that the serpent casts oudaseit. He wants to swallow reality by this
horrible flood; he believes that truth will not bble to withstand the flood of lies. But
earth opens up to swallow this horrible flood. Els@re thrown against the Church (and
the inward believer), fighting her spirit under thretext of sustaining her doctrine.
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(Only you, oh Jesus, know the malice esthpeople, covered with sheep skin but
within, they are ravening wolves.) The dragon ukes, vomiting his flood of self-love,
his poison, to engulf the spirit of the Church, éimel inner spirit, but his efforts will be in
vain.

Rev. 12:17: And the dragon was enraged with the wean, and went off to make
war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the coomandments of God and hold to
the testimony of Jesus.

The dragon, seeing he can do nothing againe Church and the Truth, goes to
make war with her children. He stirs up a geneesbgcution against all the inner souls
who love the truth. They will suffer by him in mamays. Only the true children of truth
are molested. They have the testimony of JesusOhhich is really the reign of Jesus
Christ within them.

Chapter 13

Rev. 13:1: And he stood on the sand of the seasboAnd | saw a beast coming up
out of the sea, having ten horns and seven headsgdaon his horns were ten diadems,
and on his heads were blasphemous names.

This frightful monster is produced by dele in the believer, waging everlasting
war against all menrhis is the pride of life. This beast rises up "out of the sea," for it
appears on this stormy sea of life. This war iserapen than the preceding; however it is
almost the same thing. He has "seven heads,"shatsay, seven sprouts that are a part
of him as is his self-love. His "ten horns" are #oh, hatred, jealousy, the contempt of
others, slander, unrighteousness, murders, quag®ll usurpation, luxury, revenge,
ungodliness. These ten horns are crowned, for tisemet one for which a crown is not
given. Ambition is called honor; hatred and jealowme signs of intelligence and
discernment; the rest are said to come from a dreatt or a fine soul! Each of these
horns has its crown, its sanction; no one admits lpeoud...only courageous.

Upon his heads is the name of blasphepypropriating to himself what belongs to
God; he dishonors Him, blasphemes Him, shamelegéiynds Him.Nothing is more
opposed to God than self-interest and pride (or undief). If God could be dethroned,
it would be done by His creature, just to take place.

Rev. 13:2: And the beast which | saw was like adpard, and his feet were like those
of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lionAnd the dragon gave him his
power and his throne and great authority.

The leopard is very beautiful outwardlydams skin is beautiful. It is like self-
interest, covered with the finest appearance;utward part charms. But his feet were as
of a bear, to rise above all that opposes his @ignr His feet are very ugly, completely
opposed to what he shows outside. His mouth ishasntouth of a lion because he
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devours everything. All is used to feed him--th@pdhe widow, the orphan, the seeking
soul, all are devoured by him and are his foodsamgport.

The dragon gave him his power. All the Imignd malice of the devil is enclosed in
pride, the eldest son of self-interest!

A soul without pride is a soul in the staf nothingness in whom the devil has no
more power. Pride is, therefore, the head of all sind it is the source of sin, just as pure
love is the headwaters of truth. Self-love is bibih son and the father of pride, and pure
love is the source of all virtues. He who possessesiner love cannot be controlled by
sin although it seems to him that he does not hayevirtue.

Rev. 13:3: And | saw one of his heads as if it halgeen slain, and his fatal wound
was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and fmiNed after the beast; ...

Sometimes it seems to the seeking belithat some vice has been destroyed and
some head brought down, but when it seems deadl ithises with more violence and
fury. All vices continue to be renewed till selt@nest is entirely destroyed.

The whole earth wondered, because lovesdétirand ambition are desired by all
men (even the most spiritual ones).

Where will we find a man who does not skiekown interest? The Scripture says:
"All seek their own." Only those who seek the inteest of God alone, do good. Will
someone be found who has no interest except God'Ihe priest chooses the
priesthood out of self-interest. The preacher wilpreach for God's glory; however he
seeks his own glory and applause. The missionaryeds success. But those who do
not look at themselves in any way, who, when forsek by all, even forsaken of God,
do not look at themselves but at the interest of Gbalone, how rare!

Rev. 13:4,5,6: ...and they worshiped the dragon, bause he gave his authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Wha ilike the beast, and who is able
to wage war with him?" And there was given to him a mouth speaking
arrogant words and blasphemies; and authority to acfor forty-two months was
given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphenseagainst God, to blaspheme
His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwén heaven.

All men who still live in themselves aiplaters of self-interest. And since self-
interest gets its power from self-love, their fagethe same; if you destroy one, you
cannot do otherwise than destroy the other; agdufidolize one, you will the other.

Those who are possessed by this spirelbfrsterest and self-love, who worship the

beast, say there is nothing like their way of agtiVho can resist their motives and
prudence? They glory in their success and in tipéaape given by all.
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Power was given unto him to continue foatyd two months oppressing God's
servants. These people rise with a frightful botdneThey blaspheme His name,
considering the anointing of His grace to be aorerr

These people have the impertinence to@mndwhat they are not fortunate enough
to feel. (These graces are never granted to thbsegw after self-interest and self-love).
They blaspheme against the inward life, and "agéhose that dwell” in God.

The tabernacle of God is inward. God lisesl makes His abode in the whole soul
as He promised to do for those who will do His wNlearly all men rave against this
tabernacle; they cannot stand that God be worstippthis tabernacle.

Rev. 13:7: And it was given to him to make war wit the saints and to overcome
them; and authority over every tribe and people andongue and nation was given to
him.

Self-interest wages a continuous war agdine saints who have suffered to be
stripped of all so as to give glory and homagehtrhajesty of God. It seems the whole
earth is armed against these saints and always thwnbattle. (Those who are back of
this triumph are said to be saints, great oneslewthe saints themselves are defeated,
oppressed, and undone). The saints will eventuslyithdrawn from oppression and
God will give them back what they lost and much pemsation besides. However all the
rest of mankind will be overcome and possessedtisyspirit of self-interest.

Rev. 13:8: And all who dwell on the earth will woship him, everyone whose name
has not been written from the foundation of the wold in the book of life of the
Lamb who has been slain.

Only true, inward believers, marked witte tseal of the Lamb, do not serve self-
love and greed. Those who have the nature of tinebLseek the Lamb only. Vices have
taken the names of virtues. Virtues such as pure, lnaked faith, hope which has no
stay, complete denial, true humility, all thesetuas are considered evils and vices.
Everybody agrees to condemn virtues. However thesessential virtues without which
we have only the name and appearance of a Chrisfi@ncan be comforted that no
matter how great corruption is, there will alsorb@ny inner persons who belong to God,
with the seal of the Lamb, and having His nature.

This Lamb was slain from the foundationtioé¢ world, which means from the
beginning of the inner Christian world, for it wiasthis sacrifice and in the blood of this
Lamb without spot that the world received a newe.liThis Lamb, by His sacrifice,
changed the book of death into "a book of life"thg efficacy of His blood. The Lamb,
by His sacrifice, redeemed us from death, and hadcdondemnation of death changed
into a promise of lifeAs soon as the soul allows Jesus Christ to do theihg of the
believer--from within--that believer is sealed withHis seal and nature.Self-love and
self-interest have no power over these souls becthey are freed from tyranny by the
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blood of Jesus Christ and submit to His power. H@rethose who do not have His seal,
the Beast has power over them.

What is it to be a Christian? "They hawugcdied the flesh" (Gal. 5:24).

A "new creature ...old things have passedy, all things have become new" (2
Cor. 5).

"All those who are baptized into Jesusi€llare baptized into His death” (Rom. 6).

"As many as are led by the Spirit, they thie sons of God" (Rom. 8).

Those who are Christians in this mannemaarked with the seal of the Lamb!

Rev. 13:9,10: If anyone has an ear, let him healf. anyone is destined for captivity,
to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the swad, with the sword he must be killed.
Here is the perseverance and the faith of the samt'

Those who attack an inwardly living onel aause such a one to suffer should fear
this passage. They succeed, for awhile, becausealBds them to. The believing ones,
as a result, become gold in the furnace of hurnohatBut after God has used these
persecutors to purify His servants and bring themdught, He punishes the antagonist
who chastised His children.

Let those who triumph against us todaypbesuaded that they will some day be
led into captivity, and that the same evils theyqruothers are waiting for them.

My God, sometimes You seem to have no eyesrs; but a time comes when You
know how to avenge Your servants.

As for you, oh servants of God, rejoiceyour oppression, be exceedingly glad,
because you must show your faithfulness to Gods ®bnly to prove your faith. God
tries you as He did Abraham to see if you will fage your faithfulness when you are
oppressed, afflicted and tormented.

Rev. 13:11,12: And 1 saw another beast coming uptoof the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. And hexercises all the authority of
the first beast in his presence. And he makes tharth and those who dwell in it to
worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was headl.

This beast is "carnality." This beasta$ any less dangerous than the other two; on
the contrary, the danger of this beast is lessrappaand this is why it is more harmful.
Why? This one retains goodness. Its appearancerisbeautiful. It is full of its own
righteousness, but in such a hidden way that ihcabe discerned because it has two
horns like a Lamb.

The horns of the true lamb are righteossrand divine strength. This beast's horns

are self-righteousness and self-strength. Thathig ke comes out of the earth--because
he comes from the corrupt nature while the Lambesfmom above. How can we know
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this frightful monster? By his voice. The speechts Word is always fruitful, seeking
the glory of God. But this beast seeks only his glany and benefit.

This frightful beast "exercises all themgo of the first beast” (the tyranny of self-
interest). He has this self-interest worshipped atioked more because he is backed up
by covetousness (the power to possess).

Rev, 13:13: And he performs great signs, so thateheven makes fire come down out
of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.

Carnality covered by an appearance ofigeds is so powerful that it makes fire
come down from heaven. It has the power to inggprae apparent conversion, but this is
not lasting. The devil gives the feelings of cartaassing fires which seem to come from
heaven and help the swelling pride of this beasing it anew hold on men.

If a man with carnality starts anythingg ill succeed. Success swells and
develops a sense of carnality. Failure brings aesefinothingness and need of God.

Rev. 13:14: And he deceives those who dwell on tearth because of the signs
which it was given him to perform in the presence fothe beast, telling those who
dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast whhad the wound of the sword
and has come to life.

This carnality (covetousness) deceivesntiiieat dwell on the earth. This means
those who live in themselves who are sure of thémseThis beast blinds them so that
they are persuaded that good is evil and evil gttoehtices them to make an image of
the beast. This image is a likeness of self-loveclwhs said to be the love of God
because self-love imitates pure love. The imageetfflove seems to be a pure love to
those who have no understanding.

This beast has a wound. This wound da¢smake him die though it is a deadly
wound. Love of self lives in the very things whislould cause others to die. Here is the
difference between self-love and pure love: He Whe pure love dies truly because of
the wounds he has received, while self-love becoma® alive by them. The world is
deceived and blind to this. These are idols, netqua, and they are idolized.

This idolatry comes about because of diyna

Rev. 13:15: And there was given to him to give begh to the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast might even speak and cause rmany as do not worship the
image of the beast to be killed.

He who is not indwelt by the Spirit of God is movedwith carnality which is
worshipped, now, everywhere. Today carnality has # right to speak to whomever
it pleases.It alonenow draws attention; some good souls only are excefaedhey
understand the language of pure love. The restrataae only the language of the beast;
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the language of pure love seems strange and hBnghSpirit of the Church and of the
Gospel appears peculiar and suspicious to themfoAghe language of the beast,
everybody understands it. It comes naturally toTdiis carnality is so foreign to the pure
love that little by little it destroys divine lové&nd so, carnality oppresses those who do
not submit to self-love, which in itself is a god.

Oh, truth clearer than the daylight, veng you not understood?

Rev. 13:16: And he causes all, the small and tlggeat, and the rich and the poor,
and the free men and the slaves, to be given a maok their right hand, or on their
forehead, ...

Self-interest is stirring everyone to act in our dg. All on the earth are led by it
This is "the mark" all receive from the beast.yttomly think of themselves and for
themselves; they will act for themselves and byneves! All men act thus! (Except
those who have the mark of the Lamb...they havether interest besides that of God
alone. This is their mark.

The characteristic and mark of the sewahtGod is this: God alone in everything,
God and His cross. No more thought for self but @lmhe, His glory only, His interest
alone! Speak to this soul of anything you like, ltlgahonors, life, friends, children,
salvation, eternity, perfection--he does not knaw ather language but: God alone. He
consults only God in all undertakings. This is #&al and characteristic of the Lamb.
Others have to consult their own interest or theerest of honor, glory, reputation,
family, money, promotion.

Self-interest is then the mark and language of thbeast.

Rev. 13:18: Here is wisdom. Let him who has undetianding calculate the number
of the beast, for the number is that of a man; andis number is six hundred and
Sixty-six.

It is said that those who love Him onlydgmassionately are not adapted to their
environment; they are not qualified for businegssause it is said they do not know how
to lie or deceive. But oh God, the truth is they laated by the world because they are not
of it and do not have the mark of it. They are k@ other men, for they are marked with
the mark of Jesus Christ. Although they are thekesteand kindest of men, they are
avoided, feared, hated as if they were scoundd#ishostile condemnation!

Wherever souls are marked with the charatics of Jesus Christ, they will be
speaking the same language, acting in the same lkayyise those who bear the
characteristics of the beast speak and act likbéast. Here is wisdom ...to know how to
discern the characteristics of the beast and tbb3esus Christ.

60



Chapter 14

Rev. 14:1: And | looked, and behold, the Lamb wastanding on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of
His Father written on their foreheads.

"The Lamb stood on Mount Zion."

| see this, in Reality, as the Lord stagdat the center of a man's soul. He dwells
there, where He delights to be, in the soul marketh His seal and with His
characteristics engraved on it. Those marked with $éal are a hundred forty-four
thousand; they are united among themselves, bditigeofeelings, speaking the same
language, acting alike. These souls are alway$'thig Lamb," Who indwells them.

Just as the Lamb is at the center ob#lever's being, He is also at the center of
the Church. These souls are in a continual nottesg, sharing in His continual
sacrifice. Oh, happy souls who in a dissolute wirdde the joy of belonging to Jesus
Christ! You are hidden, dead, and nothing, suffgriffenses, shame and slander, like
Him, in perfect silence. But a time is coming whg will rise from your shame and
nothingness, to have a part in the marriage suppeéhe Lamb, having been made
worthy.

Rev. 14:2,3: And | heard a voice from heaven, likéhe sound of many waters and
like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which heard was like the sound of
harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a n& song before the throne and
before the four living creatures and the elders; ad no one could learn the song
except the one hundred and forty-four thousand whdad been purchased from the
earth.

This voice is the voice of surrenderingilsolt is the voice of harpers; it is a
complete harmony, a continuous accord of every subbmitted to the will of God. This
is the cause of their perfect harmony. They araraVed by the same spirit and have
only one undivided will--God's will.

These souls sing a new song, and no malu ¢@arn that song nor understand it,
for it will only be understood by souls emptiedsedf, enjoying a divine language from
God alone. It is "new" because no one else evay gsar can sing it. They could sing it
only after they were completely stripped and "redee from the earth.” They have been
redeemed from all the earthly in Adam.

Rev. 14:4: These are the ones who have not beenilbef with women, for they have
kept themselves chaste. These are the ones whodwallthe Lamb wherever He goes.
These have been purchased from among men as firstiits to God and to the Lamb.

There is "a virginity" of the soul in kaeg the grace of God. A soul that is
perfectly free from earthly things is a virgin soldlhe Adam in them is completely
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destroyed. These follow the Lamb wherever He gddésey cannot part from Him
because of the unity that their nothingness hasmplished. But if such people have
noted advantages, oh God, what crosses also dbéasy

These are redeemed from among men, thattledrawn from all human corruption
in their nature--self-love, and carnality. They atso the first fruits to God, specially
sacrificed to Him. As soon as these souls are wathd from the world, they dwell in the
bosom of God. Fiery flames, impurities, carnality all gone.

Rev. 14:5: And no lie was found in their mouth; tkey are blameless.

In their mouth was found no guile; theiords are the very truth since they show
the completeness of God and the nothingness ofuceed hey are like a spotless mirror
in which the Sun of righteousness likes to be o#flé and continually see Himself.

Rev. 14:6: And | saw another angel flying in mid-kaven, having an eternal gospel
to preach to those who live on the earth, and to ewy nation and tribe and tongue
and people; ...

The eternal gospel is only the will of Getlich was and always will be. It is the
gospel of truth unknown of all men. Oh God, creatn who will obey You perfectly,
men who will never rebel in any place You put thdrhis is the everlasting gospel, for
eternally Your will was accomplished very perfectou did Your will in Yourself; then
in Your angels.

This eternal gospel is that of God's vpteached to all the earth. It will be
preached. It is hardly known now. It will be thenmmon and universal language. Oh
divine Language, you will be the delight of meneanth! What made man miserable was
his disobedience. What will make man happy willthe fulfillment of God's will. Man
will never be perfectly happy even if he were tegess the whole world, without doing
God's will. The least resistance brings a worldgnntrouble, suffering, grief. As soon as
he does what God wants him to do, he comes intoepaad unspeakable joy."

And it is by this very circumstance tha& tan know whether he is yielding or
resisting God. We fail to do God's will because judge this will with our reasonings,
thoughts, human feelings, the hearsay of men, f&ilove and self-interest. In judging
this way, we do not enter into this will. Let uslge it through abandonment, self-denial
in everything, through all God is doing and allogisirthrough what gives peace, joy,
freedom.

Rev. 14:7:....and he said with a loud voice, "Fear &, and give Him glory, because
the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Hinwho made the heaven and the
earth and sea and springs of waters."

Nearly everyone believes that the feaGofl is being afraid of punishment. But
this is fear born of self-love, not that of pureéo The fear of pure love is this: that we
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will not please God enough or do His will. The s@uhere invited to give glory to Him
for the hour of His judgment is come. The soul vitas no self-interest or self-love will
love His judgment however severe it may be, bec&m® thus justifies Himself against
His creature who; unjustly having robbed God, wigvd from God--and His will--to do

his own.

Oh Love, fulfill Your judgment. Whatevdris, | love it. It will make You glorious
and that will suffice. Your Glory alone, oh Godniy delight.

All Christians believe they worship God fuvould be easy to prove that very few
worship Him. Worshipping God inwardly is paying hage to His sovereignty by being
nothing without Him. Worshipping God outwardly iaving a profound respect in His
presence. But this outward worship cannot be trnless it is backed by the inward. Who
is nothing before God? Who stands before God bdith tve humility and respect due to
HIM? Christians who go into a church building om8ay are like in a market place or in
a fair. No one would think we believe in a preséod. Lack of reverence in the Church
will be severely punished. Turks and heathens lateousand times more respect in
their temples!

Rev. 14:8: And another angel, a second one, follodiesaying, "Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great, she who has made all the natiomlsink of the wine of the passion
of her immorality."

"Babylon" is a city of confusion, greedida; sensualism. This Babylon is self-will,
the daughter of pride. Since God wants to estaliisteverlasting Gospel, which is His
will, He must destroy and bring down self-will. Eyesin begins when we separate our
will from God's. Adam brought sin into the worlddaeise his will was contrary to God's.
If our will was united to God's, we would never.sin

God must then bring down this self-wilfére establishing the everlasting Gospel.
This is how He works with souls: He starts by hgvihem lose their own will; then He
substitutes His own there.

This is not done at once; creature cowtdstand it. It is done little by little, God
bearing with our weakness. This Babylon made dlbna drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.

We even do our own will when we have teylmen. Scripture rightly calls this
"fornication," because our own will was createdb® united to God's and be one with
God.

However, the soul withdrew from God to oltleg devil. Since then it has been in
continuous rebellion. Man withdrew himself from thaity and simplicity of God to
enter the multiplicity of Babylon.
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Rev. 14:9,10: And another angel, a third one, falwed them, saying with a loud
voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his imageand receives a mark on his
forehead or upon his hand, he also will drink of tle wine of the wrath of God, which
is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger;and he will be tormented with fire

and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels dnn the presence of the Lamb."

The chastisement of those who are mark#dthe seal and characteristics of self-
interest could not be too great. They rejected shered fire of the purest love to be
burned with the fire of greed. They called theimolve, pure love and called pure love,
self-love, thus blaspheming the Holy Spirit andndpiheir own corrupt and unrestrained
will. They placed the mark of the beast on theref@ad--on their mind--which is filled
with themselves, their business, pleasures, glooyetousness. They received also the
mark "in their hand,"” dedicating all their works ttte service of their self-interest and
carnality.

This is why they do not want to drink bktwine of the Bridegroom's cellars. He
gives it to souls willing to be emptied of themsedy

But these others reject this pure lovest s pure love, this strong and delicious
wine fills with peace and joy him who drinks ofst that it fully quenches his thirst;
likewise the other who drinks His wine is filledtvitrouble and I grief.

Man had been created to love his Godld¥is had to make man happy, and satisfy
him fully. Instead of this, man allowed the poisuitthe serpent to slip into his heart; this
strange love became his tormentor. It leaves mastyiforever. The torment they have
in this world is very weak in comparison with whiaey will suffer hereafter; it will be a
continuation and an increase of evil.

Gross, carnal sins rightly frighten usegl which are monsters a thousand times
more frightful do not cause us to fear. On the @yt they are continued on, loved,
pampered, tolerated as if they were insignificAné there in the world beasts as frightful
as those described here? Nevertheless other anamaleared which are easily tamed,
but this horrible monster which causes such gresfontunes is revered.

Oh, blindness! The light of the truth iengé away with, hidden in the desert, in
barren, solitary places, devoted to pure love. Malk in the light of a false illumination,
dazzled without enlightenment, seeing cliffs athdy were mountains and the mountains
as if they were cliffs. 'Oh, God, send Your lighittath! You will, oh Love, when the
dragon is killed and destroyed, and when Babylanigrely knocked down.

Rev. 14:11: "And the smoke of their torment goes ugorever and ever; and they
have no rest day and night, those who worship thedast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name."

Those who worship the beast have in themapparent and deadly sense of
carnality. Oh God, Your sacred fire will know how try everything, reject what is
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impure and against You, and purify what is Yoursisl certain that these greedy,

important people suffer and are tormented in tleig/ \ife, for they have no rest day and

night. But the torments awaiting them in the heeyadre stranger still. The servants of
God go through many crosses, troubles and afftistidout these bring about in the

sufferer a certain deep peace. When the outwadslimost desolate, the inward enjoys a
deeper satisfaction. It is said that to be saved ywst go through a great deal of

suffering; but personally | find that you must godugh far more suffering to get lost.

Rev. 14:12: Here is the perseverance of the saintho keep the commandments of
God and their faith in Jesus.

Believers need great patience to live vgitners who torment them constantly.
Everybody sees their interests and sides with thHarhthey condemn God's servants.
These things will change. Do not grow weary suffgrpersecution. God acts in this
manner to give you a better crown by sending tresiblow to exercise your "patience."

He increases your patience by the meaduttleeacross He sends, and you become
hardened against suffering. This patience is gieethose who continue in the will of
God and place their trust in Jesus Christ.

Rev. 14:13: And | heard a voice from heaven, sayin "Write, 'Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on!™ "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from
their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

My God, what beautiful words! How comfoigi There are two kinds of deaths in
the Lord. To die the first death in the Lord, mansindie to himself in all he has from
Adam, all that is outward, human and possessing im happy death indeed that
sweeps away all pains. Oh, blessed death, brirtgmgoul out of itself and into God. Oh
death, beginning of true life! Oh, blessed deathMych the soul is lost in God! After
this death, the natural death is a wonderful hagganThrough it we enjoy God perfectly
and clearly with the veil of faith. Without thisaté, the natural death is something which
is feared.

"Indifference" to all that life holds ipaken of by Paul in Romans 14: "Whether we
live therefore or die, we are the Lord's." Suchidw&rs would not stay if they were not
meant to help others. However they are ready t@meon earth indefinitely.

Rev. 14:14,15: And | looked, and behold, a whitdaud, and sitting on the cloud was
one like a son of man, having a golden crown on Hisead, and a sharp sickle in His
hand. And another angel came out of the temple, chyg out with a loud voice to

Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and eap, because the hour to reap
has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe.

The Lord Jesus must reap the harvest.géme Your life so as to change the tares
sown by the enemy into good seeds from the pureeatvHowever these tares wanted to
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save their own nature in spite of Your care anddgess. You will reap them with Your
sharp sickle and take to Yourself the good grawu Will throw the other into the fire.

Some souls are ripe for heaven, as therotire ripe for hell.

Rev. 14:16: And He who sat on the cloud swung Hisckle over the earth; and the
earth was reaped.

There are two reapings of the harvesbria God is harvesting His servants from
the cities and kingdoms that are unworthy. Theransther reaping in which God
harvests all the sinners, leaving only the rightedthus He did in Noah and Lot's days.
God will one day harvest His enemies because Heswarleave on earth an assembly of
righteous people and Saints. Then God, tired ofwitkedness of the ungodly who
torment His servants, will deliver these from ogsien.

Rev. 14:17-20: And another angel came out of thertgle which is in heaven, and he
also had a sharp sickle. And another angel, the ongho has power over fire, came
out from the altar; and he called with a loud voiceto him who had the sharp sickle,
saying, "Put in your sharp sickle, and gather the lusters from the vine of the earth,
because her grapes are ripe." And the angel swungishsickle to the earth, and
gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth,rad threw them into the great wine
press of the wrath of God. And the wine press wasddden outside the city, and
blood came out from the wine press, up to the horsebridles, for a distance of two
hundred miles.

This gathering the clusters of the vinéhes horrible vengeance of God against the
enemies of those who love Him with a pure love.réhgill then be a strange slaughter
lasting till the enemies of God are all defeated.

Those who shed Your blood and that of Ysemwants, who persecuted You in their
sins, wanting to destroy and banish Your Spiribsty oh Lord, will feel Your vengeance.

Chapter 15

Rev. 15:1: And | saw another sign in heaven, greand marvelous, seven angels who
had seven plagues, which are the last, because lnem the wrath of God is finished.

When these seven last plagues have gjoere will not be any more suffering; the
earth will be at peace and God's servants willdered from oppression.

If this is true for the cosmos, therehe same truth as it pertains to the individual
...that is, the believer who is intended to redehdtate of nothingness. This unproductive
earth must suffer these seven plagues. After treaetwill be no more suffering for the
planet...or for a formerly rebellious nature. Theyeno more cause for chastisement. Oh
God, as long as there remains something of thisgimature, Your wrath is so kindled
against it that You do not let it have any restisTiefers to the souls God wants to bring
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to nought, destroy and then treat only with kindnéss long as they retain the least life,
they meet only hardship.

Rev. 15:2: And | saw, as it were, a sea of glassxed with fire, and those who had
come off victorious from the beast and from his imge and from the number of his
name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harpE®od.

There is a sea, perhaps in eternity, which is th@odhead. He is a sea in Whom
the emptied believer is immersed and lost. But tceach this place, you-too-must be
like a sea, that is...pure and transparent. The trasparence and neatness of that sea
is mingled with fire-with love. All saints, having been brought back to their origin
and being one in God, are like small drops of watein this sea. They are not divided
among themselves nor from the sea. All the blesseaes are in the divine unity of
their principle. They are one with God though theyare very distinct, just as the
small drops have their own substanceThese are the saints who will have been
perfectly delivered and exempt from all self-intdre

The harps mentioned here are not their; alagy are God's. This means they have
lost all will of their own and received God's wiill exchange. Be assured, such a believer
has more freedom in the use of God's will than Ver @éad in using his own. Oh, the
wonderful advantage the loss of all one's will ef&d We receive no less than God's will!
These harps have a constant harmony which God hedrsvhich charms His heart and
fills these poor souls with joy.

Rev. 15: 3,4: And they sang the song of Moses theru-servant of God and the song
of the Lamb, saying,

"Great dmmarvelous are Thy works,

O Lord @pthe Almighty;

Righteoasd true are Thy ways,

Thou Kingf the nations.

Who wilbt fear, O Lord, and magnify Thy name?
For Thalone art holy;

For ahli¢ nations will come and worship before Thee,
For Thyghteous acts have been revealed.”

In this state, the soul of the believer eesll sing the song with a wonderful
harmony; God is doing the tuning within, havinggad this one in the perfect order of
His creation. He sings a twofold song, that of Mos#ich is a song of deliverance and
that of the Lamb which is redemption’s song. this more wonderful because those who
sing it know how beneficial this redemption hasrbéer them. Oh, if the mystery of
redemption were well known (and the sacrifice o ttamb), not a single Christian
would be unwilling to die a thousand deaths.

Rack your brain by studying, get busy rtetig as much as you please, you will
not understand and know these great mysteriessuptescount yourself as nothing.
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An emptied soul receives such a pure kadge of all that concerns God, of God
Himself without study, with or without meditationpthing is left to him. He gains with
simplicity what others have learned so painfullyr, Ao not tire yourself studying as you
do! Love, truly and purely, and you will learn mdhan in any other way.

But what is this song that these saimg3if we are filled with all the words of it,
we will easily notice the purity of their love, teeninence of their knowledge.

In the knowledge that is given them altbet works of God, they say: "Great and
marvelous are Your works, oh Lord." The outward andard works of God are
uncovered and manifested to them with an unimaggndelight. They see everywhere,
and in everything, the attributes of His power #émel grandeur of God. By what they see
they are overwhelmed with joy.

Oh God, how wonderful Your ways! Howeveren are so blind that they wish to
measure God's ways by their thought. All which tbeynot clearly understand with their
mind is, therefore, impossible to them!

Oh blindness and folly! Did not the apesthdmiring God's ways, say they were
past finding out? His ways are "just and true,"dbiis just and true in God's conduct.

The whole earth will be converted to Jesus Christrad united to Him. All
nations shall come and worship Him.

Happy are those who will live then.

Rev. 15:5-8: After these things | looked, and theemple of the tabernacle of
testimony in heaven was opened, and the seven argyelho had the seven plagues
came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean andright, and girded around their
breasts with golden girdles. And one of the four ling creatures gave to the seven
angels seven golden bowils full of the wrath of Godvho lives forever and ever. And
the temple was filled with smoke from the glory ofGod and from His power; and no
one was able to enter the temple until the sevenggues of the seven angels were
finished.

The Scripture is so beautiful, so clehattwe are surprised people do not discover
its beauty and clarity. There is a tabernacle ef téstimony in each one of ughis
temple is our spirit, where we receive the witnessf the kindnesses of God, of His
love for us and our love for Him. This tabernacles within us like a sacred temple

Chapter 16
Rev.16:1,2: And | heard a loud voice from the tem@, saying to the seven angels,

"Go and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of Ga into the earth.” And the first
angel went and poured out his bowl into the earthand it became a loathsome and
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malignant sore upon the men who had the mark of theeast and who worshiped his
image.

What is said here refers to men in gensrailtten with sin. However this very well
describes what is happening to the souls in whowh Wamts to destroy carnality. God
strikes them with a noisome and grievous sore, alltkinds of temptations.

Rev. 16:3: And the second angel poured out his bowhto the sea, and it became
blood like that of a dead man; and every living thag in the sea died.

This person is overwhelmed with strangiesimgs which leave him comfortless.
This sea had been calm and peaceful for a long titwery living soul died in the sea,
which signifies that the fleshly and coarse feddidged.

Another meaning is that God hits the witkvith this second plague. The first
chastisement was to punish sin with sin in this. [ithis second sin now is punished with
stupefaction, numbness of the faculties, so theddlpeople lose the brightness they had.
They remain as useless as if they were dead, bedhes blood is as of a dead man; all
seems snatched and quenched.

Rev. 16:4-6: And the third angel poured out his bowinto the rivers and the springs

of waters; and they became blood. And | heard theragel of the waters saying,
"Righteous art Thou, who art and who wast, O Holy e, because Thou didst judge
these things; for they poured out the blood of sats and prophets, and Thou hast
given them blood to drink. They deserve it."

The third plague is fountains and rivetseve the materially minded people took
their pleasures.

These men, who so cruelly persecuted Geelgants and had the best of their
patience, made a boast of their wickedness andd=red just the evil they had them
endure, these will be punished in the same masnener or later.

Your angels and saints rejoice becausg ¢basider these persecuted ones as their
brothers. They love them so much more as they sethem the likeness of their
Sovereign. You reserve for Yourself the day of \veagge, that day in which You will
send all justice.

As for the soul God wants to strip, whee s$énds the third plague, He has His
fountains, the sources of comfort. Yet, all thatercheered the soul changed into
hardship and spoilage. There is not any more swsstand peace; only suffering,
distress, bitterness and grief. However, God ifess righteous.

Rev. 16:7: And | heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lod God, the Almighty, true and
righteous are Thy judgments.”
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Oh men, you flatter yourselves, cover yeliraith the mantle of an apparent piety,
and you say you glorify God and work justly. ."Thelgments of God are true and
righteous”; they will show that truth and righteoass are not in you.

Rev. 16:8,9: And the fourth angel poured out his bel upon the sun; and it was
given to it to scorch men with fire. And men were srched with fierce heat; and
they blasphemed the name of God who has the powevey these plagues; and they
did not repent, so as to give Him glory.

Here is the difference between the sina@id the righteous: the righteous accept
their misfortunes and receive them with resignatiimat resignation grows according to
the trial the Lord gives them. Sinners get irrithnd impatient against the evil and
"blaspheme" dreadfully. These evils do not leadrtiewardly. The sun which has only
sweet influences in a temperate climate becomeslsog for these souls who burn with
the fire of lust.

For the soul that God wants to strip, thigth plague afflicts him very often with a
strange burning within and without. This soul is\pted with blaspheming.

Some go through this in their spiritude land do not understand. Instead of
submitting and abandoning themselves to God, tleeypat wish to yield, and become
furious when God is fighting in this soul to degttheir malignant nature. In his despair,
this one may even set himself against God, wheshbald be going against his own self.

Rev. 16:10,11: And the fifth angel poured out his @w! upon the throne of the beast;
and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed ¢ir tongues because of pain,
and they blasphemed the God of heaven because oéithpains and their sores; and
they did not repent of their deeds.

The fifth plague afflicts one interesiedgoods and honor. This is the seat of the
beast. One who had become fat with the possessiadhe poor and weak ones becomes
poor himself. This is the greatest grace God cad;g@owever, sinners do not benefit by
this grace and do not get converted; increasing they and blasphemy, "they repent
not" of their evil deeds.

The seat of the beast, or her thrasmé&nocked down Self-love and carnality are
attacked in their source. This is the most cruffesing this kind of soul could possibly
know. This throne of self-love is full of darknesere is no more light. These troubles,
instead of sweetening man's nature and renderimgiie pliable, cause violent anger; it
may even look like demon possession. Poor natuoe! May struggle but you must die.
Defend yourself as much as you please; your registanly increases and lengthens your
torment.

Rev. 16:12-14: And the sixth angel poured out hisdwl upon the great river, the

Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the waynight be prepared for the kings
from the east. And | saw coming out of the mouth othe dragon and out of the
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mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the faésprophet, three unclean spirits
like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, perforning signs, which go out to the kings
of the whole world, to gather them together for thewar of the great day of God, the
Almighty.

This plague, which seems so inferior wsthwhich preceded it, surpasses them all;
although the waters are changed into blood, theynatodry up completely. We must
know that human nature is so eager for food thptefers to feed and quench its thirst
with trouble, than to be left without anything. Thgong carnal souls feed themselves
with the most terrible conditions.

As | am writing, a truth which | had newarderstood on being stripped is shown to
me here. It is presented in this passage expradsady, telling us that some souls go
through all the states which are intended to dispes them and make them die out to
their nature, yet they are not dispossessed, sttippr dead to self. They remain alive in
their circumstances; their very state becomes foothem. In the great light of eternity
we will see souls which have gone through manyestand they have become possessed
of these very stages. We will never know this byatthese persons say about themselves
nor by our own judgment and reasoning power, butheyscent of the heart and by a
supernatural light and insight that God gives.

Truly advanced souls embrace or rejecighiby the discernment of the heart. This
discernment is fairer than any other. We do natetis these persons by what they say. A
hundred miles away we may discern what is in tharthef a person. But human
affectations must be entirely dead to have thisadtiement, otherwise our own inclination
or dislike may become mixed into the matter.

When God does not want a thing (from thesels that are united to Him by an
unbroken tie) He places them into suffering. Thifesing eventually produces a kind of
discernment. When such a person allows himselfetdully yielded to the leading of
God, he possesses the least discernment of whatw@ots from him, or of what He
wants from others, while others lack the povertyheir own spirit to yield to God.

We must notice that this can only and gbkMae for a perfectly emptied soul which
God designs to use for others. Let not people w® in the natural take this for
themselves; however many are the states of gragentiay have gone through, they will
be deceived. Those who are in the first trialsatfdd (or inclination to others) must not
take this for themselves either, because then @heyplaced again in the natural plane,
which God permits to purify them.

Returning to what | said, the natural reso malicious that he prefers to be fed on
evils, than to stay without food. He feeds everhardest troubles; that is why the river
was dried up, which is more troublesome to him tienchange of the waters into blood.
This river dries up to prepare the way of the kingsis passage is for the princes of this
world. This dryness of the Euphrates refers toditymess of all known graces (all props,
even the most hidden ones), and all troubles wikatéey may be. It is a total dryness of
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all that is and survives whether it be benefitsulbles, or even evils. This state is the
hardest to fulfill.

It is also certain that there will be aitde war and a gathering of kings who will
fight against the victorious King who will upholdédefend the kingdom of our Lord.

The unclean spirits coming out of the rhoaftthe beasts which-again-are self-love,
self-interest and carnality ...or, in other wortigyse who are most opposed to pure love,
are prideful ambition, love of independence, angetousness. These three spirits stir the
whole earth by fighting.

This is a general revolution, but the enitl see all things subdued under the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. The fight will be dreadfidr Satan will defend himself with
all his might.

Rev. 16:15: "Behold, | am coming like a thief. Blesed is the one who stays awake
and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked émen see his shame."”

Oh God, You come as a thief, either whem Yvertake the sinner in his sin, or
when You want to fill the soul with joy after trygrher with so many evils.

Likewise when You come in Your wrath or fith the world with joy at Your
second advent, You will come as a thief when Y@uleast expected.

But the watchful soul will be attentives twill not be overtaken. (If she is taken by
surprise, it will be with joy).

We "keep our garments"” by keeping the Spirit aglu3eChrist. He who keeps the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, that is a spirit of self-deniadl gooverty, is well dressed, though he be
deprived of all. But he who seems well dressedismat inwardly stripped is naked, and
his shame will appear even to those people whd tiiat one is well dressed. The world
interchanges the meaning of things. For them nad®zimeans one who is dispossessed;
to be well dressed means wealth and carnality. Mew¢he carnal soul, appearing
clothed, is in fact naked. That soul has not putJesus Christ; the poorest are well
clothed; they have put on Jesus Christ.

Rev. 16:16: And they gathered them together to thplace which in Hebrew is called
Har-Magedon.

Here a battle must be fought among thase are kings. Some are kings because
they reign by Jesus Christ, or rather, Jesus Ciaighs in and by them. They are truly
kings because those who are perfectly submissiv@om are made independent of the
creation. This does not mean they will not obeyrtlaperiors, but that the creature is
separated from them. They are seen as God seesbaynés obeying God. Independence
is not contrary to obedience for those who are ssgg to obey; on the contrary
obedience is more perfect than ever with them.iBdbes away with all subjection, all
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sight of the creature in what is done, all powead¢tb in view of pleasing when it is not
God's will. These souls are free, unhindered by.men

These kings are gathered to fight otheg&iwho are the princes of the world, who
think they are kings. (They are slaves.) Those afeothought to be the most free in this
world, are the most dependent and bound, and thbeeare believed to be bound are the
most free. Those who are free with the freedomestid Christ only know the weapons
which are: trust in God, denial of all self, sacidl spirit, and patience. The weapons of
others are anger, passion, pride, arrogance, hatneideliance on their strength.

Rev. 16:17,18: And the seventh angel poured out himwl upon the air; and a loud
voice came out of the temple from the throne, saym "It is done." And there were
flashes of lightning, and sounds of peals of thundeand there was a great
earthquake, such as there had not been since mannca to be upon the earth, so
great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.

This last blow is the stroke of grace whoonsumes all woes and which is the last
of all misfortunes and the beginning of all blegsinThe vial is poured out into the air,
because it holds and pours out the entire capatitye soul.

There came a great voice out of the teniplether words the voice comes out of
the depths of the soul. The voice seems to conme @God Himself, saying: "It is done.”
These words designate that every hope is absoltidign away from the soul. No
resource is left. This is the most terrible andrdssing state. It seems God confirms this.
Human nature, seeing its last death blow, comes fiightful terrors, horrible alarms,
and dreadful agitations, such as was not sincewsga on the earth. If this state is the
greatest of all misfortunes, it is also the last.

When it pleases God to send His inneritSpiio the world, He does so only when
it is about to be banished. When things are in spel@te condition, when truth is the
most fought against, the most condemned, then twith and light appear with the
greatest brightness. But alas, before this, howyntemible thunderings and lightnings! It
seems everyone will put on his armor to fight agatruth if possible. Even those who
are filled with truth go through terrors and stranffights, because of the evils
threatening them. Things will be completely hopglé# is done" will be the word. But
let us have patience. It is true there will be mstonmation, but it will be the end of pains
and the ruin of the enemies of truth.

This last persecution will be the strongesalof
Rev. 16:19: And the great city was split into thregoarts, and the cities of the nations
fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before &, to give her the cup of the

wine of His fierce wrath.

It seems the soul is divided in three: réhis a division of its superior and inferior
part. The soul seems to think that within her are promptings, one that is working and
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the other censuring the one that is working; ora i drawn to do something, the other
condemning this move. One condemns, and the dthdimg he is condemned, seeks the
cause of the condemnation and finds it not. It sethrat an army of reasoning powers are
fighting each other, killing each other and condiltyicoming back to life. This is a great
torment.

In this battle in the soul, the citiestbé nations--the refuges of human nature--are
being lost and fall. In this struggle, it seems @heads in behalf of the other, and has
often the advantage, but finally is destroyed aefated through a total sacrifice, and a
perfect surrender. Human nature has no hope ang.nhorthis fight, some self-will
remains and would like to use its freedom to defiself, like a drowning person using
the little strength left to protect himself fromatle, but this effort causes him to die
promptly.

The self comes in remembrance before @bk great Babylon, this mother of
trouble and confusion, this enemy of peace, qusstnand simplicity, is remembered by
God. But it is to give unto her the cup of the wadehe fierceness of His wrath.

Oh God, what a wine! It will be pure inde&od will say to her: You did what |
did not want; you rebelled against Me. Now you vdth what you don't want. Oh
Babylon, by your confusion you trouble the earthit Bou will be destroyed in a way
that will astonish the earth.

Rev. 16:20: And every island fled away, and the mauiains were not found.

All that which lifted up the soul and saised it is destroyed. The soul does not find
any more heights and depths. Once lifted up, simews brought down. The soul has no
greater stay than being sunk into the deepest fiymil

Rev. 16:21: And huge hailstones, about one hundrgebunds each, came down from
heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God becausetbé plague of the hall,
because its plague was extremely severe.

If God took away all props from the sontlalid not have her feel the weight of His
indignation, it would not be so bad. But bearing teight of the wrath of God is most
terrible. These thunderbolts constantly fall, fastl thick as hail. God adds all woes and
withdraws any apparent stay and the soul is Idfilags. With this comes persecution; no
one remains to comfort.

Oh God, who could bear Your wrath?

When self is strong and carnality is Ihigman nature becomes so strangely furious
that it would destroy itself if help was not seBbme allow these blows to destroy them.
Others resist violently and suffer so, that somesirthey die; or by repeated efforts, they
leave their state, never to return again. Thathisy lose their peace while the others,
through these hardships, find an endless peace.

74



Chapter 17

Rev. 17:1,2: And one of the seven angels who hdtetseven bowls came and spoke
with me, saying, "Come here, | shall show you theudgment of the great harlot who
sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the e#n committed acts of
immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were rade drunk with the wine of her
immorality."

Babylon, you must be condemned and dgstitoThere is no more postponing.
You are the one that sits on multitudes of sinsraSmany waters"; you are resting on
pleasures that are changing and flowing like theew& ou are the great whore; you were
created to be united to the will of God, and sutedito Him, You withdrew from your
lawful Bridegroom to prostitute yourself to selfhiwh used you to have iniquity with the
whole world. You are living by sin, and feed on tweckednesses that cause your
rebellion. You find your rest in the stir and thestability of waters; the torrents of
iniquity have overflowed through you and your cetran has spread throughout the
whole earth.

With you the kings of the earth have beeaworrupt, those who had been created to
reign, for all men would have been kings if they lsubmitted to God. But because of
you, wretched Babylon, the kings have become comauog slaves; and instead of tasting
the everlasting delights for which they were crdatielights that were pure and decent,
you let them go astray, binding them to brutish disgjraceful pleasures by which they
lose the delights of the Spirit. The whole earthnmw full of this corruption and
depravity. But you are condemned to die with theesarink you gave others. The wine
you gave others to establish your kingdom, God ug# to destroy you. .

Rev. 17:3: And he carried me away in the Spirit ito the wilderness; and | saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemes names, having seven heads and
ten horns.

Self-will is a woman, but an adulterougpwho has separated herself to prostitute
herself; she who was intended to sanctify the eadhrupted it. She dwells as in "the
wilderness" because she cannot be adapted to &y §be sits on love of self which is
scarlet colored because it mimics pure love. Ishé& manufacturing all sins, being the
instrument of love of self!

Without her, there is no sin. These siesrad like scarlet because of their malice.
She takes the liberty to commit all crimes becalsewants everything which she likes.
Although she is so wicked, and the source of all at times she hides so well, that you
cannot find her.

She is full of names of blasphemy becausieout ceasing she takes from God His

attributes to ascribe them to herself. She is adwapellious and opposed to God. All say
about her wickedness is not even a semblance df stteais. Self-will is worse than all
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the devils. The sins on which, she stands are si@vd as she is and the monster on
which she sits has only the wickedness she impafign. Oh, self and wicked will!

If I could describe you, there is not alssho would not hate you.

Rev. 17:4: And the woman was clothed in purple andcarlet, and adorned with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hara gold cup full of abominations
and of the unclean things of her immorality, ...

This wretched will, in spite of her matéence, has a dreadful shrewdness to hide
herself and in this very thing she is most maligné8he hides her self with the
appearance of all the virtues. She uses everytioirgign. She is truly malignant. She
holds "a gold cup...full of abominations and of thelean things of her immorality.” The
good cup does not prevent the malevolence of heopoThis malevolence is less strong
and is in proportion to the self-will in the soul

Rev. 17:5,6: ...and upon her forehead a name was itten, a mystery, "Babylon the
Great, the mother of harlots and of the abominatios of the earth. And | saw the
woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and withthe blood of the witnesses of
Jesus. And when | saw her, | wondered greatly.

This self-will is indeed a mystery thandaardly be discovered in most souls. She
will even allow one to be quite severe in disciplqnhimself if only self is left in peace.

She feeds on everything, unconcerned aihdraeheart's content. She is not opposed
to the outward practice of certain virtues; shevises and feeds on everything. What
mystery! However, she is the mother of harlots heeaher actions (good in themselves
when they come from God, their lawful Father) stamd¢forms into bastards. She is the
mother of abominations. God abominates all that eoiftom her. The martyrs have
fought her. All the torments which God had themrliesve only been to destroy her!

When there is no more self-will in the Wdpthere will be no more sin.

Rev. 17:7,8: And the angel said to me, "Why do yowonder? | shall tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast that carrieker, which has the seven heads
and the ten horns. The beast that you saw was ansg not, and is about to come up
out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And theswho dwell on the earth will
wonder, whose name has not been written in the boa¥ life from the foundation of
the world, when they see the beast, that he was arsdnot and will come."

God must have this mystery explained. d@nsas this monster has been destroyed,
sin will be completely destroyed. This beast assemd of the bottomless pit, because sin
rose from hell to earth through the serpent, butoge to die pitifully, through the
redemption of Jesus Christ Who destroyed sin, amdstablished grace with more
happiness than ever before. The lost ones andeiés gdhall wonder seeing this beast-
self-love-is gone! They are lost because she im0 on earth. The lost will be desolate,
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and jealous of those who remain on earth. The DeNilhave no power to tempt the
faithful when self-will is banished from earth.

This self-will is rightly compared to Bdby on account of the trouble and
confusion it brings in the soul. A will which is goncert with the will of God is like the
ark which saves from the flood; it is the centepeéce and rest.

How many souls there are who believe s&wes to be without their own will,
and are thought so by leaders, and in reality Hreyfull of their own will! The self-will
knows how to hide under the cover of an assumediebee. When God places the soul
in any condition pleasing to Him and it does notfeofthe least resistance,
however terrible and amazing this condition maytbat soul stays abandoned to its God
for all that He wills. In all the evils, he has wil or resistance. When the soul is not in a
complete nothingness and loss, self may have sasistance though the will is
submissive; but when self is really dead, thereisnore resistance.

Often we are surprised that self resistsenin the middle of the Christian life than
in the start. In the beginning obedience is vergyedt seems we are in a perfect
submission to all of God's will and to every trillowever, after a while, we feel the
contrary. Self-will, at the beginning of the corsien, is still completely in the heart.
Through conversion, its rebellion is taken away.t@mother hand, in the sinner, self-will
is entirely opposed to God's will. After conversiathough he has not this sinful
rebellion, a Christian continues to have a thousaisties that are opposed to God's. It is
true he has not the will to rebel against God andgenly war against Him. After his
conversion God has the soul entering a knowledgeaaconscious love of His will. He
does this with such kindness and gentleness tleatséinses and the outward life are
sweetly drawn to do God's will. Strong desiresahd God's will come.

What, then, does self-will do? It goespmr into the soul and does not appear at all
outwardly, because self-will finds delights in tbenscious desires of the will of God.
This is not yet dangerous. Self-will hides, deephi@ soul, feeding on delights; self-will
is not fought against, and is at peace.

The soul, feeling this condition and fimglino resistance within, thinks it has no
will and does only God's will. The soul has no aarsl will, but has one inwardly,
stronger than it ever was. When self-will leaves tutward life, it establishes itself
within...with more strength. The more the soul &adis itself to be exempt from self-will,
the more that soul has a deep, hidden will.

However, though it survives in all its strengtle assume there is no more rebellion. But
what does God do? He Who has not given so manggitaca soul to allow this horrible
monster to live within ...He will not allow thisage to remain.

He takes all sweetness from the spirisgaises. He comes within this soul as an

armed, strong man, to go after this will which itrenched there. Then comes the
suffering which has earlier been described. Seli-which appeared dead and destroyed,
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is felt more than ever! Being hunted and chaseduitg increasesThe soul of the
believer does not see God, but only his wicked wiljetting worse every day. But the
will becomes less dangerous the more it is uncovereSelf-will forsakes the deep,
inner place of the believer and surfaces, appearingompletely outward. Then she
becomes rebellious again, as before conversion. Heowho see these strange revolts
and so little submission to God and His creaturesra surprised, not understanding
the mystery of self-will.

Finally, self-will is hunted so much that it has tadepart!

The soul does not find any trace of iteWill of God is substituted and the soul
has no will of her own any more. The soul is ingession of God's will, but only feels
this when it resists God, or some of His wishese 8hnks this is self-will returned,
again.

It is good, here, to warn the believerwdlspme terrible dangers for the souls that
are not entirely dead and brought to nothingnesge @ay think he is in such a state
because he wishes to be so! Their will is very malive, though hidden. It begins to
appear, evidenced by this person's inclinatiorfeltow his own desires, his nature, and
thus strengthen his self-will. The self is not Jdstit stronger. Thinking he follows the
will of God, he follows his own and is drawn intra;ge sufferings which have no
remedy, because he is persuaded he follows Golll's wi

There is another danger. Religious leadelspt ideas on grace that suit the
common rules ...their way to God is based on ttheslings with those who have only the
slightest desire to follow God. They know nothingem they meet a believer whose soul
is perfectly brought to nought! The religious lemad@ants to oblige this one to go against
his leadings (which are God's will for him). Thignorant religious leader places the
Christian in a suffering which goes beyond all tbements which can be suffered on
earth. When the religious leader finally sees tatl works in him (or her), the leader
esteems him less than a beginner!

Now a religious worker may say, "How caknbw if this soul is one broken and
one who has come to nothing...or just a simple plible beginner? In one self is
followed, in the other grace. Yet both have thesaxpressions.”

Ah! How easy it is to know! You will sebat the soul in nothingness is pliable in
the hand of God in everything; he does not changédéhavior in the face of the cross,
which is the very opposite of others. He is alwiaythe same submission. God has tried
him though the cross and through blessings. A sduim you see always supple and
yielding for all God wants and is ready to agregagfs to His will, this soul must have
experienced all deaths, all oppositions, all rétedl from the will, and is dead at last to
every choice.
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For others, on the contrary, they just eamt of their pleasing and conscious state.
They are full of themselves and can not long beenoas. They do God's will only when
it is their own, otherwise they openly resist Hif.w

Go, Christian worker--with all your miglagainst self-will; otherwise you will lose
these believers without finding any remedy. Youl wée that your opposition to their
self-will shall-in truth-hurt them...but afterwardswill bring them peace.

Rev. 17:9,10: "Here is the mind which has wisdom. ffle seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits, and they are sewm kings; five have fallen, one
is, the other has not yet come; and when he comé&® must remain a little while."

Self-will rests in the soul on seven miaims where it exercises its dominion.
There are seven kings which desire thrones butwilids their sovereign. The seven
mountains and the seven kings are ruled and capdiay her all at the same timihese
seven mountains are intelligence, reason, judgmerdjscernment, wisdom, strength,
and deliberation or choice All appear to be the nobleness and the magniieeri the
soul, the excellence of the mind. However, all ¢hase subject to that will which rules
them all. She leads them and directs everythirgusl€hrist said in His Gospel that if a
blind man leads another, they both will fall in thiéch. The blind will also blinds the
mind and drags it into her ditch with herself. $alkes from man all his intelligence and
eclipses his reason. She overthrows her judgmeankeds her discernment, destroys her
wisdom.

Then, these become the "five kings thatfallen”. One remains, which is strength.
The power of deliberation and the power of choegg@esent the one who did not fall. His
time has not arrived. He remains, the last of all.

When God wants to destroy self-will, H#aeks the same things that self-will
attacked when wanting to bring Him down from Hisotie. First He gives the light of
intelligence, given with a great brightness andtégtinguished. He gives keen judgment
so as to condemn self-righteousness and to shawhbavill of God must be followed.
But then He lets her lose this judgment. A cleacedinment is given. Wisdom is given,
but it appears to self-will as folly. At last s&lfll is dragged into blindness and the soul
is reduced. The soul has no more choice left iant instinct seems to lead.

Rev. 17:11: "And the beast which was and is not, ieimself also an eighth, and is
one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.”

The beast is the self-will in person. Hsabecause it survived in these things and it
is not as soon as these things are destroyedtheigighth because everything flows to
him and he is the end of all these negative thiRigsis numbered with the seven because
he is in all these seven ones, and particularthénchoice or deliberation, for this is his
main feature.
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Rev. 17.12. "And the ten horns which you saw are mekings, who have not yet
received a kingdom, but they receive authority as ikgs with the beast for one
hour."

These ten horns are the ten passions wjuicted with the beast, are eleven. This
one is self-love, the beast. Till now, the revditpassions had not yet come, but when
they see the destruction of self-will and their olss approaching, revolt comes. They
all reside in the will, their seat. These passiappear for a little while only, with fury,
and they will last as long as self-love is yet sting. When self-will sees that will dying,
he is like a lamp which, as it goes out, gives nigte.

Rev. 17:13: "These have one purpose and they giveeir power and authority to the
beast."

Altogether they have only one mind, Selfd has all strength and power, so that it
has all the ability to do what all the others carmmamong themselves.

Rev. 17:14: "These will wage war against the Lamband the Lamb will overcome
them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kingsand those who are with Him
are the called and chosen and faithful.”

Carnality with all his followers fightsafjainst the Lamb" with all his strength,
which means that the fight is against the Spiriledus Christ, His reign and kingdom.

What is happening in the soul to estaltlghkingdom of Jesus Christ must happen
in the whole Church to establish this kingdom!

After a strange fight and a terrible oppos from self-love, self-mind, self-will,
and carnality against the Spirit of Jesus Chrisg #éign and kingdom has the upper
hand, finally,He overcomes and overrules the passions, changirigetn to His glory.
Love will be changed to pure love. Love will be th€aptain and will devote to God
all passions Pure love will consecrate the enjoyment of evead @hich will be, for the
soul, an untold delight. The desire will be all f8od and His glory, the hatred for all that
is opposed to God. Anger will be turned into zegalr Lord will overcome in this
manner, and will use the same weapons that have bsed against Him! He will
confirm the soul in His love, giving it an unchaagée faithfulness.

Rev. 17:16: "And the ten horns which you saw, andhe beast, these will hate the
harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and Wieat her flesh and will burn
her up with fire."

Jesus Christ uses the same weapons talfighhave been used to fight Him.

These shall hate the whore; hatred argkranse against her, and make her
desolate. As self-love ruled, self-will had the movand devoured all the good in the soul.
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Likewise as pure love rules, the will of God takies place of self-will and devours At
last it is burned in the fire of God's love.

Ah, wicked will, who will be able to uncdgand all the evil that is in you! It goes
beyond all that can be said about it. If you weavelimited, we could say that you are as
wicked as God is good. All | can say is that yoe sovereign evil, the source and origin
of all evils. | would prefer hell without you thdmeaven with you.

Rev. 17:17,18: "For God has put it in their heartsto execute His purpose by having
a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to ta beast, until the words of God
should be fulfilled. And the woman whom you saw ishe great city, which reigns
over the kings of the earth.”

God has put in their hearts these passions to dohatever He pleases to
destroy and bring to nought this self-will Then God gives up the passions for a while
to an apparent confusion and disorder, and inrtf@aner they destroy the self-will and
strip from it all the garments it uses to coveelitsThen self-love seeing that the self-will
is about to be destroyed and that if this happsi§love will die too unless it finds some
other pasture, this self-love takes all the powehds. What does it do? For self-
preservation, it follows fast after the will, téit last the Word of God finds the time to
fulfill all these things. When He comes, He destrtlyis self-love. Self-love purified by;
pure love is used of God as the rest.

This is the wonderful economy of the grat redemption in Jesus Christ and it has
cost Jesus Christ infinitely more than it costsdbel.

Self-will is the great Babylon reigningesvthe kings of the earth. It is fittingly
compared to a great city, for it encloses noiseuity, passions, sins and the commerce of
people.

Chapter 18

Rev. 18:1,2: After these things | saw another angetoming down from heaven,
having great authority, and the earth was illuminedwith his glory. And he cried out
with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Ballon the great! And she has
become a dwelling place of demons and a prison oflexy unclean spirit, and a
prison of every unclean and hateful bird.”

This powerful and shining angel that cordewn from heaven is the will of God
which descends into the soul as soon as self-svitlanished. The will of God in God is
God.

This "will" descends in the soul in propon as the self-will is banished. It flows
into the higher part of the soul first; just asfsdll is chased from the higher to the
inferior part of the soul. God's will takes the stipr place, and always follows after this
darker will, forcing it to move down.
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What happens when it is fallen thus in ithferior part? It becomes the hold of
every foul thing. Paul had felt this state whens@ in Romans 7 that he felt in his
members a law that resisted the law of his spiiéthad a will which wanted, and did, the
right; and that was the will of God. He had anotidl that wanted, and did, evil; and
that was this malignant will. The unclean birdsiamagination and fantasies, and seem to
dwell in them-- so great are the thoughts and uidigs imaginations at work.

We must notice thathat happens in the individuals will happen in theChurch.
At the very end of self-will's reign, the childrenof the Church will be in a general
corruption.

Rev. 18:3: "For all the nations have drunk of the vine of the passion of her
immorality, and the kings of the earthhave committed acts of immorality with her,
and the merchants of the earth have become rich ke wealth of hersensuality."

All men are born with a sense of carnalitith a rebellious will. It is a poison that
has penetrated the substance of the soul, anddhate cured only by its antidote which
is self-denial and the transformation of the wolkhat of God.

All men, being born free (and therefonegd), have committed fornication with her
because there is no one that has not been sedydkd self-will which caused everyone
to withdraw from the will of God. This woman drawgo corruption man's sovereign
freedom. Liberty, so beautiful and so noble--giwerty to do the will of God--has been
corrupted so much by self-will that it seems, novan uses this freedom only to oppose
the will of God.

"The merchants of the earth" are the natural man urceasingly negotiating with
the heart of man. They wax rich with their spoil, gynifying that self-interest
survives only through self-will and becomes rich wviih all that makes the soul poor
(though it believes it makes it rich). The true welth of pure love consists in having
no will except God's.

Rev. 18:4: And | heard another voice from heaven,aying, "Come out of her, my
people, that you may not participate in her sins agh that you may not receive of her
plagues; ..."

If "Babylon" is the picture of self-wilit is also the picture of the corrupted nature.
We are invited to come out of this Babylon, and thaans to come out of ourselves. By
this loss of self-will, the soul at last comes otiherself.We all are invited to this, we
who want to be part of "the people of God" and of he inner and yielded souls; for
the very mark of the people of God is to be inwarénd yielded.

Rev. 18:5,6: "...for her sins have piled up as highas heaven, and God has
remembered her iniquities. Pay her back even as shws paid, and give back to her
double according to her deeds; in the cup which shieas mixed, mix twice as much
for her."
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God gets tired of the wickedness of thretehed and corrupted self-will; for her
sins and her malice were not satisfied to stayenlbw nature, but this malignant will
reached unto heaven, signifying the superior pamature.

This is why God, so as to banish her ftamsoul entirely, begins to reward her as
she deserves to be. And because she has been tmlgheto attack God in the
fulfillment of His will, God remembered all the guities of self-will. He gives power to
the ministers of His justice to reward her as skgedves. She corrupted the entire human
nature; but she must suffer all the penalty andkdin the same cup and in the same way
what she has filled to men.

All the sins that she brought the soub iate used to punish and destroy her.
You wanted to rise to heaven: you willtbrist into depths of mud.

The punishment comes because of the insel@and rise of this self-will and
because the soul fell into the deepest abyss of thildvere a pool of water, there would
be some hope, but in a deep abyss of mud there isope of coming out. | am not
surprised, oh prophet and king, that this deepsatysere you are plunged was the cause
of your moaning.

Rev. 18:7,8: "To the degree that she glorified hesdf and lived sensuously, to the
same degree give her torment and mourning; for sheays in her heart, 'l sit as a
gueen and | am not a widow, and will never see moamg."' For this reason in one
day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourningnd famine, and she will be
burned up with fire; for the Lord God who judges her is strong."

All the torments that God causes soulsuffer in the spiritual life are only in
proportion to their pride.

The anger and despair we see are a pteet ef pride; so that all griefs have a
mixture of it. God, to save the soul from sin, sent to its hearhé fire of His love And
what did the malignant will do? It became alliedhwself-love. They fed, and became fat,
on these divine tastes and used the kings in phestitution.

What did this wretched Babylon say? lasijueen on the throne, since | feed on
spiritual possessions, and | will be obeyed as mgulewill be taken for the will of God. |
am no widow. That is why God strikes her, with plag, afflictions and famine.
Although it is said it comes on one day becaus¢éhefpromptitude and surprise this
pounces on her, it does not end in a day. How habgywould be if it were so! This
unfortunate Babylon is on a beast that has sevadshand in everyone of these heads.
When one of these heads seems wounded to deatlipitnd to live with more strength
than before. She is burned and consumed by firéhatonothing is left of her, not any
trace or evidence. To that end has the Lord Godgtity condemned this wretched will.
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Rev.18:9: "And the kings of the earth, who committel acts of immorality and lived
sensuously with her, will weep and lament over hewhen they see the smoke of her
burning, ..."

The kings of the earth represent the sapeart of the soul and freedom, but that
conspired, in weakness, with self-will. They bewanld lament with all their might. The
burning is in the lower part, but the smoke riseshie superior part to stifle apparently
the mind and surround it in this awful burning.

Oh God, this will also happen on the eartien this wretched will, which leads all
men, shall be destroyed at last. But before itsreeronsummation, what griefs and
pains!

Rev. 18:10: "...standing at a distance because ofig fear of her torment, saying,
'‘Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong cityFor in one hour your judgment
has come.™

The more fire, death and ravage attackrfezior part where the self-will has been
rejected, the more the superior part of the somlias aloof, stands afar off. The soul is
not hunted; self-will is. But with fear it goes fher away, saying: Alas! Alas! What a
desolation! What a destruction!

Rev. 18:11-13: "And the merchants of the earth weepnd mourn over her, because
no one buys their cargoes any more; cargoes of gadohd silver and precious stones
and pearls and fine linen and purple and silk and carlet, and every kind of citron
wood and every article of ivory and every article mde from very costly wood and
bronze and iron and marble, and cinnamon and spicand incense and perfume and
frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flourand wheat and cattle and sheep,
and cargoes of horses and chariots and slaves andrhan lives."

The merchants of the earth are the outward and inwal senses They all mourn
exceedingly, for their business or interchangenisriupted and all their pleasures lost.
Two kinds of trades are spoken of, the outward eealing with earthly things only,
and the inner senses having a more delicate Wdhien the ruin and destruction of the
self comes, the inward and outward senses seem tonk they will never have any
pleasure again. But a finer taste will be given tha by which they will be able to
enjoy riches that are purely spiritual. This comes after the total destruction of this
wretched Babylon.

Rev. 18:14,15: "And the fruit you long for has gonegrom you, and all things that
were luxurious and splendid have passed away fromoy and men will no longer
find them. The merchants of these things, who becaarich from her, will stand at a
distance because of the fear of her torment, weegrand mourning, ..."

To understand this passage, we must remiemhat has been said: Self, after
having been chased into the lower part of the ssuher refuge, spreads out in this
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inferior part. At the start, she causes the setsd® pleased and she is received as a
hostess. Then these merchants witness her griedsstand afar off departing from her.
Self-will remains deadened and the soul lives eniill of God.

Rev. 18:16,17: "...saying, ' Woe, woe, the greattgj she who was clothed in fine
linen and purple and scarlet, and adorned with goldand precious stones and pearls;
for in one hour such great wealth has been laid wéd' And every shipmaster and

every passenger and sailor, and as many as make ithiving by the sea, stood at a
distance.”

What a wonderful description of the seifkwSee her in triumph and see her in the
state to which she is reduced when she is destrdyething is as big as the will of
man, leading and governing everything Everything bends under her, and obeys her.
She is "clothed" and decorated with the finestdhithere are; "the purple and scarlet”
belonging to love are her main ornaments. With thueen of an virtues, everything is
given her, as long as she is in the order of thHeoiiGod. She is then in untold delights.
But as soon as this will, which is so fine, look®n herself as such, she gets a sense of
carnality concerning her blessing and at the same becomes haughty and rebellious.
She misuses these riches and draws to her maedofreand they, together, become
polluted. Self-will wishes to rob God of everything Instead of the love to which she
was united and by which she was surrounded withldigess, loaded with riches, she
unites with self-love which, with self-interest,tganto strange usurpations. Then she
prostitutes herself to self-love and to self-ing¢ré&sod bears with her for a while with
much patience, but at last His anger is stirredinagjaher, and then it is that her
magnificence is changed into disgrace. All those wbticed this change depart from this
wretch. (These are in the faculties of the soul sertses).

Rev.18:18,19: "...and were crying out as they savhé smoke of her burning, saying,
" What city is like the great city?' And they threw dust on their heads and were
crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, ' Woe, wa the great city, for in one
hour she has been laid waste!™

Self-will is very fittingly compared to "great city,” because the will encloses all
the operations of the soul.

However this haughty and wicked city isd@alesolate in an hour. That is, in the
time planned by God for its ruin.

It is certain that the smoke of her bogirises high. Everyone who has known
these people, and the soul, are surprised at sesinudtion. They can not understand
how such opposed states come in so little time.eNbeless the measure of the evils is
the measure of the blessings.

Rev. 18:20: "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you sés and apostles and prophets,
because God has pronounced judgment for you againser."
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Nothing in the world is as beautiful aBejoice over her, O heaven."

Oh Church, rejoice over her, becausehallttoubles of your children for whom you
sigh are going to be banished from your midst,esthe one who is the source of them is
destroyed.

And you, holy apostles and prophets inGherch, rejoice because the fruit of your
work is going to be fulfilled through the ruin dfi$ wretched will.

When self-will is destroyed, the soulusiged forever and can enjoy her GGt
souls, rejoice in your deepest misfortunes and thevils you must suffer for the
destruction of self-will, for this judgment is encbsed in her condemnation. If it is not
condemned and destroyed, you are condemned to suffgs in this life and the next;
but if she is condemned and destroyed, there is gnkalvation, joy and peace for
you.

Rev. 18:21: And a strong angel took up a stone kka great millstone and threw it
into the sea, saying, "Thus will Babylon, the greatcity, be thrown down with
violence, and will not be found any longer."

This mighty angel is the will of God whitlas condemned self-will as his main
enemy. Self will is cast in the sea like a stowethsit it is never more found.

Hell is the abyss into which carnalitypkinged, to come out no morBut the
bosom of God is the wonderful abyss where the goadill is lost and sunk never
more to be found, for there it is changed into thevill of God.

Rev. 18:22,23: "And the sound of harpists and musians and flute-players and
trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; andno craftsman of any craft will
be found in you any longer; and the sound of a milvill not be heard in you any
longer; and the light of a lamp will not shine in yu any longer; and the voice of the
bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any bnger; for your merchants were
the great men of the earth, because all the nationgere deceived by your sorcery."

Here two kinds of things are spoken ofjokhfeed self-will; first, the conscious
delights of the mind, and the delight of this whetd selfish soul with outward self-
denials which increase her pride and the delightepmind.

There is such a combination between th,dbe corrupted nature, self-will, and
self-interest that they work together in accordt Bince self-will has a great power after
the dragon vyielded all his power to self-love, dhat self-love yielded his to self-will,
the devil, in order to increase self-will, transfigs himself into an angel of light and
sends her illustrations which are considered towdry great graces. As often happens,
God, to withdraw the soul from the most dangeroifiscts of this will and of sin, if
caresses this soul and has her hear His sweet wbich is the voice of the Bridegroom
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to the soul. Carnality plunges forever into thewgitere it finds greater torments than ever
she had pleasures and corruptions on earth.

This is also what will happen to the Chiuand the world at large, just as it happens
to an individual's soul which God wants to stripei men will be holy because they will
all walk in the will of God. This state shall camtie as long as this wretched carnality, or
self-greed, remains chained in the pit. But, oh Gsdsoon as the chains are broken and
that new power to hurt men is given to her, withatury she will use it for revenge!

Rev. 18:24: "And in her was found the blood of propets and of saints and of all
who have been slain on the earth."

While this wretched carnality is in theusowe do not know the damages she
causes; on the contrary men believe that all thés end sufferings come on them
because they are not faithful enough to worldlih&s=sertheless, the more we try to be
faithful to carnality, the more she increases tyeariny. They think she will ease the
pains which they do not know come by her, till hetgment appears. As soon as she is
condemned and destroyed, it is known that in hex fwand the blood of prophets and of
saints, because they discover that it was she whsed all the inner sufferings as well as
the outward ones. She was the reason that alklightl been put out and that holiness
was, as it were, banished from the soul. But steedmamuch malice that this can be
found out only after her destruction. On the captishe makes the soul think she is the
source of all blessings, when actually it is certdiat she alone is the cause of all the
evils that happen, not only the individual soult tauall the earth, generally speaking.

Chapter 19

Rev.19:1,2: After these things | heard, as it wereg loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory ad power belong to our God;
because His judgments are true and righteous; for &l has judged the great harlot
who was corrupting the earth with her immorality and He has avenged the blood of
His bond-servants on her."

Heaven will rejoice when carnality is bstred from earth because it will then be
the time of the glory and reign of God on earth¢siHis will shall be done on earth as in
heaven. This is the joy of the saints in heavenaintiose on earth, when they see this
evil condemned.

The other heavethe inner one in the depth and center of the soutgjoices
after the destruction of this will which is so carml. Then the soul knows the great
advantages that have come to her by the destructioof this self-will, and how
righteous it was that she would suffer all she didn the depth of her joy and delight
she cannot help praising her God, and giving Him etiess thanks for His wonderful
works.
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Rev. 19:3,4: And a second time they said, "Hallelajh! Her smoke rises up forever
and ever." And the twenty-four elders and the fourliving creatures fell down and
worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, "Amertallelujah!”

Again they said: Alleluia, for we cannatise God enough for such a great benefit.
The work of the whole life will be praising God aadmiring His mercies after such a
deliverance. Truly God uses painful means to dgstedf-will.

Then all the saints, all that is great Aoty in the soul, praise and adore Him. How
do they? By their nothingness, shown by theirriglldown prostrated.

Rev.19:5: And a voice came from the throne, sayingGive praise to our God, all
you His bondservants, you who fear Him, the smallrad great.”

Oh God, your servants will be busy prajsifou throughout eternity -and this must
be their occupation in time.

Three kinds of praises are mentioned herkthey are all according to the will of
God.

This revelation of Jesus Christ is one of the mosublime states in this life.

The soul in whom Jesus Christ has revddlatself offers to God the most sublime
praises in this life. It is a praise of sacrifiddis is the greatest praise God can draw from
His creatures. This is thmystery of Christian religion and of the most perfect state in
it. But these deep truths, these forms of worsbipverthy of God, are ignored by men.
Oh truths, when you are manifested, all this waluncovered.

Rev. 19:6,7: And | heard, as it were, the voice @& great multitude and as the sound
of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals tfiunder, saying, "Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Let usrejoice and be glad and give the
glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has comeand His bride has made
herself ready."

All saints in Heaven, angels and men wajoice when this vile Babylon is
destroyed and taken from earth. This reign couke fgace only when the will of God
was fulfilled on earth as in heaven.

But notice the wonderful expression in Beripture. It does not say we must
rejoice because He is made king since He was b, s He told Pilate. But the
Scripture says we must praise God because the Godl omnipotent reigns. He was
king, but did not enjoy the complete possessioHisfreign.

But what must delight us is the fact tiet marriage of the Lamb is come. Oh, holy

and spotless Church, you are the Bride of the Kgyit; but up to now, there has been
no marriage. The Lamb came to be the Spouse dhalbkouls. That was His dearest
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desire. He expressed it before dying: "Father, thay be one as we are one." However,
this church, though one in faith, is filled withbedlious members with a rebellious will,
preventing this marriage. It is one in spirit bessathose who withdraw cease to be her
children. But she is not one in love. However alll Wave to become one so that Jesus
Christ will reign everywhere.

This will be the greatest joy in Heaverdahe greatest happiness on earth. Oh
happy day, the day of triumph for the Lamb!

The Bride will be prepared through theslasd stripping of all that was opposed to
her Bridegroom. She invites herself and everyoneejmice because she discovers now
what it means for God to enter His reign withinefénis no resistance; it is a complete
submission.

Rev. 19:8: And it was given to her to clothe herskln fine linen, bright and clean;
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the sats.

With this marriage, the Bride is clothedthathe robe of innocence. Jesus Christ
wants to give all men this robe of innocence anditypuand after centuries of
abomination will follow those of innocence and slitipy, a natural state, all revealing
Jesus Christ Who will extend the power of His repggom given by His Father for men.
This robe given to the Church will be the rightemess of the saints. They will be godly;
they will be placed in the Truth. This is what wdke place at the marriage of the Lamb.

This spotless Lamb arrays her with tHgerof innocence, simplicity, which is the
brightest that ever was. This is abundant redempticChrist.

Rev.19:9: And he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed arehiose who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.' "And he said to me, These are true words of God."

This supper is simply the sacrifice, orstny death, which souls are called to go
through. No one is admitted unless he has beetethvtalled, sacrificed, dead, brought
to nought. Oh blessed supper, where the Lamb Hirfessdis the souls that He wants for
His Bride.

Rev. 19:10: And | fell at his feet to worship himAnd he said to me, "Do not do that;
| am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren wio hold the testimony of Jesus;
worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirof prophecy."

The angel teaches us that we must notatdipe least thing, however excellent it
may appear, because it is not above us but onewet.|IOh men, you do not understand
your dignity and nobility, otherwise you would nstiop at a thousand things that are
unworthy of what you are.
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The angel certifies that those who haviniwithe testimony of Jesus are equal to
him, an angel, no less! In the highest form of wagrswe must pass by everything, and
stop only with Him!

Rev. 19:11,12: And | saw heaven opened; and behoklwhite horse, and He who sat
upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteausness He judges and wages war.
And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His headre many diadems; and He has
a name written upon Him which no one knows except ihself.

The second advent of Jesus Christ is hetlast judgment but the day of His
manifestation. This manifestation will take plabeoughout the earth, and in His whole
Church, as it is in the individual soul.

He is the Faithful and the True One. Aimghelse is a lie. He sits on a white horse.
Innocence and righteousness He imparts to the soul.

His eyes are as flames of fire, to indicatéis perfect love burning within. He is
crowned with many crowns because apart from th&mrcrdue Him by His birth, He
acquired many by the victories He won. His namienmwn of Himself alone. This name
is the strength and power that God gave Him.

Rev.19:13: And He is clothed with a robe dipped imblood; and His name is called
The Word of God.

The Word of God, through Jesus Christ, hadesture dipped in blood. The
humanity of Christ was like the vesture of Divinityhrough His death Jesus Christ
conquered; truth triumphed destroying the lie thed held it captive.

Jesus Christ must then reign throughout the wholeath, for He will reign over
the hearts as well as over the minds of men.

Rev. 19:14,15: And the armies which are in heaveg|othed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white horses. And fromHis mouth comes a sharp
sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; at He will rule them with a rod of

iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce vath of God, the Almighty.

All of heaven is being armed to destroy lie and to establish the truth. All are on
white horses as their Captain; this shows innocemgleteousness, justice. These uphold
truth. They are clothed in fine linen white andacie which shows they are upheld in
righteousness and innocence, their clothing.

There goes out of the mouth of Jesus Cargharp sword with two edges. That is
simply His Word manifesting the truth. He then cameth this weapon to smite all that
is opposed to the truth. He will rule uprightly. @uwod, till now Your reign has been
divided in the hearts and on the earth. But timatiekand when You will reign alone on
earth and in the hearts, and no one will share “éatimority.
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Rev. 19:16: And on His robe and on His thigh He haa name written, "King of
kings, and Lord of lords."

The name of Jesus Christ bears the pdve¢mtas given to Him when He became a
man and shows how God gave Him royalty and powee ffame written on His thigh,
meaning His power as a man that was given HHie.must be King of kings; all the
earthly kings must be subject to Him, not only outwardly, by receiving faith, but
inwardly, by receiving His Spirit. Then will Jesus Christ reign making all men
kings. He will be King of kings and Lord of lords kecause He will meet no
resistance.

Rev.19:17,18: And | saw an angel standing in the spyand he cried out with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaen, "Come, assemble for the great
supper of God; in order that you may eat the fleshof kings and the flesh of
commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flasof horses and of those who
sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free meand slaves, and small and great.”

This angel which is in the sun is the leia the truth. He will invite all men to
come and admire its light. But before this, oh Getat a horrible fight must be fought
on earth! Oh God, nothing will be able to come ag@alou on the earth or in the heart of
man. He is a conqueror Who wants to possess Higuests. He ransacks all that
opposes His kingdon©h Princes, open your gates and the King of gloryhsll come
in! Oh men, open your hearts and your minds and resive within this King of glory
Who comes to stay!

Rev. 19:19: And | saw the beast and the kings ohé¢ earth and their armies,
assembled to make war against Him who sat upon therse, and against His army.

The beast is self-love, a follower of thes the one who has seduced all men and
made them to be contrary to love and truth, fothtand love cannot be separated. This
self-love gathers all his followers to make warhwdll their might against pure love.
They see they are about to be ruined and thendbeye most damage and are armed
with more might.

This is true for both the individual ametworld at large. Self-love has never put up
so much effort than at the time of his destructibe;lie has never seemed stronger than
when he is about to vanish away to be replacedutly.tBut their efforts are useless. The
kings are powerless, the mighty are without stienigbthing will be able to resist this
Sovereign King. They war against Jesus Christ andad know it. He knows how to
revenge and defend His cause.

Rev. 19:20,21: And the beast was seized and withnhithe false prophet who
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deived those who had received
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped hisnage; these two were thrown
alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. And the rest were killed with
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the sword which came from the mouth of Him who satipon the horse, and all the
birds were filled with their flesh.

The beast is taken and with him the falsephet, that is the lie, who by his
deception and apparent miracles has deceived al] preventing them from siding with
the truth, making them choose self-love insteaguwé love. But now when Jesus Christ
comes and appears in His reign, this monster maisakken. But as soon as Jesus Christ
appears, the beast and the prophet must be takdasiig Christ Who is love and truth.
Oh Jesus, as soon as You come, this hellish morkterwretched self-love, does not
resist You any more! Self-love and "Lie" came otihell, just as the truth came from
God. Jesus Christ then came to have them retutmetoown place and to bring truth on
earth. Henceforth the reign of Jesus Christ igéign of truth and pure love, as the reign
of the devil had been the reign of self-love aed.li

Oh God, now indeed is the reign of selflel@and the lie.

Come, Lord Jesus, to destroy them.
Chapter 20

Rev. 20:1-3: And | saw an angel coming down from laen, having the key of the
abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid It of the dragon, the serpent of
old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him foa thousand years, and threw him
into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over hingo that he should not deceive the
nations any longer, until the thousand years wereanpleted; after these things he
must be released for a short time.

This angel coming down from heaven shdwveswhole power of God. He has the
key of the bottomless pit. This power was giveddsus Christ and He has the same right
to shut the pit as He had to open heaven. Till ntbawgh this redemption is for all, it has
not been extended effectively to all men. The failis not on the part of the Redeemer,
but it is the fault of the wicked will of man oppog the effectiveness of redemption.
Jesus Christ, seeing that it was impossible forctheetous man to enter heaven, and that
so long as self-will would stay on earth, it wowdrrupt some continuously, He first
destroyed this covetousness wherever it was eshaolj in every man. Apparently it is
only one monster, however it is composed of amityfiof monsters. When He has
destroyed it and sent it to the pit from which amee, what else does Jesus Christ do?
Since the devil would bring it back, God casts mto the bottomless pit, which he seals
and for a thousand years he will not be able to tmen.

Now the devil has not any power on thdsthat are free from covetousness. God,
however, at the end of their lives allows them ¢otémpted outwardlyThen come the
hardest knocks, but the temptations remain withoutany effect, because God
Himself protects them, shortening the time of temgition to a little season. God's
way, here, is wonderful.To how many evils does He not deliver the souwrmter to free
her from covetousness? But it is certain that whenfreed, the devil is bound.
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Rev. 20:4: And | saw thrones, and they sat upon time, and judgment was given to
them. And | saw the souls of those who had been ledded because of the testimony
of Jesus and because of the word of God, and thosto had not worshiped the beast
or his image, and had not received the mark upon #ir forehead and upon their
hand; and they came to life and reigned with Chrisfor a thousand years.

The judgment was given to those who lesl/&o follow Jesus Christ. The grace of
judging everything is given to those who gave ughase things. They will judge others
through the discernment that will be given them.eWit is spoken of the souls that were
beheaded, those are meant who have been deprivibe ofatural use of their powers,
who allowed themselves to be completely strippetheim, in order to witness for Jesus
Christ, letting Him reign in them and being subjeztHim. The soul reigns and lives
because she lives with the life of Jesus Christ. IITthis life comes into the soul, all
other lives are deaths. The only life that can beathe name of Life is imparted by a
mystic resurrection. Rev. 20:5,6: The rest of theehd did not come to life until the
thousand years were completed. This is the first surrection. Blessed and holy is the
one who has a part in the first resurrection; overthese the second death has no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Chris and will reign with Him for a
thousand years.

The other dead are those who during tféshbhve a mystic death; these will enter a
new life. How fortunate they are! "This is the firesurrection,” the mystic resurrection
of which much has been said. These are truly h&ppseveral reasons. First, sin has no
more power over them. Then, natural death doetroalble them; it is only a gentle sleep
for them and no death. How truly blessed and heljhé who has entered the true
resurrection! They are priests of God and of J&usst for they are kept for the greatest
sacrifices and to sacrifice themselves constaitfyey shall reign with Him a thousand
years. The thousand years cannot be understoaalifteby the letter of the word; rather
it is a time that God alone knows, in which theiwibial soul and also the whole earth
are to be placed in a consistent state to reigm 3é@sus Christ.

The reign and blessedness of the cre@&utepending on that of Jesus Christ. Oh,
wonderful reign which is going to extend on eayth will but be the sample of the reign
Jesus Christ must have in eternity.

Rev. 20:7-9: And when the thousand years are compézl, Satan will be released
from his prison, and will come out to deceive the ations which are in the four
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather thentogether for the war; the
number of them is like the sand of the seashore. Ainthey came up on the broad
plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of theaints and the beloved city, ...

Whatever will happen in the Church in émel is happening in the soul.
After the soul has remained a long timeaistate of steadfastness, when Jesus

Christ is reigning within and the soul rules oviee evils that have no power over it,
then for a while the devil is released for God's gry and for the finished work in the
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soul. In no time it seems he stirs everybody and ewts the soul against its own self.
Oh God, he leaves no stone unturned. He sets agaitise soul cities and kingdoms.
But all his efforts are useless. God never protealeher better though He seems to
deliver her to her foes entirely. This attack is dferent from the first ones, in this
way: In the first, the soul defended itself againsits foes; then its weakness was such
that the soul surrendered. But here it is attackedoy all hell and does not defend
itself; nor is the soul weak. God is its strengthrad defense.

Rev. 20:9-10: ...and fire came down from heaven amtkevoured them. And the devil
who deceived them was thrown into the lake of firand brimstone, where the beast
and the false prophet are also; and they will be tonented day and night forever and
ever.

God destroys this deadly foe of mankind imoment. He seems to be set free so as
to be condemned forever. The torment he will biangthe saints will be short and will
serve to establish them forever in eternal rest.

Rev. 20:11: And | saw a great white throne and Hinwho sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no placasvfound for them.

Here is a wonderful illustration of notpimess. Before God comes in all His
majesty, heaven and earth appear. As soon as Heeslthe soul with the state of
innocence, He sits "on the great white throne,"ciwhie prepared for Himself to rest
there eternally. The whole soul, earth, heaven,trhadost in God. Then God remains
alone. The soul is not divided any more. She knoetking, only God; and God remains
in all His glory and majesty.

Rev. 20:12,13: And | saw the dead, the great and ehsmall, standing before the
throne, and books were opened; and another book wapened, which is the book of
life; and the dead were judged from the things whie were written in the books,

according to their deeds. And the sea gave up theesdd which were in it, and death
and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; anbley were judged, everyone of
them according to their deeds.

This is the last judgment. Those who digth a mystic death will no longer be able
to fear hell or sin. Those who are truly dead Wwél received in God. All will be judged
according to their works, and works are no goo@ssthey are done in the will of God.

Rev. 20:14,15: And death and Hades were thrown intthe lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's naenwas not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Death and hell are over and there is noentteath for the soul. All is life and
freedom. But he who did not go through the firsattie must suffer the second death.
This is for those who are dead in sin. This referhose who have not a new life in Jesus
Christ. He is "the book" in which all the predestirones are written.
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If we read carefully this book of "Revétat," we would see that all the possible
states of the divine and spiritual life are congdirthere. And if anyone's name was not
found written in the book of life, he was thrownadrhe lake of fire.

Chapter 21

Rev. 21:1: And | saw a new heaven and a new eartfgr the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, and there is no longer argea.

The soul has gone through all the states which haueeen described. Heaven
and earth now vanish away. Physical and spiritual pnciples now join here. What is
earthy and material in creation, and in the belieigedestroyed! As soon as He comes in
His majesty, all must disappear and make room fon.Hrlhis is the mark of His
greatness and might. As we see mountains of sndwame crumble before the sun, so
when the majesty of God appears, the entire sost wanish away and disappear. All
that is not entirely destroyed may remain by somaeey but whatever it is, it is not God
Himself! Oh God, as soon as You appear, any lifg, subsistence in creation, in the
believer, in me vanishes away! Only nothingnedsftsgiving You room to be all!

Oh wonderful result! The wonderful andidesunion of the Bridegroom and Bride
takes place. It is not only a close union, buisalleduced to the unity of their principle.
There the Bride becomes one with her Bridegroonerdls no more distinction between
them. There, having no self-existence, she is i.Ghhis is the perfection of all
happiness; there is worked out and perfected agenfothingness. There, she is made
one with God, and is really so lost in Him that sla@not be separated any more from
Him.

Two different states are wonderfully désed in this book of Revelation. The first
state is explained by "the heaven when it is rolikel a scroll." (Rev. 6:14). This is the
soul losing her quality to take that given by GBdt this heaven that was rolled kept its
place. The second state is marked by "the passuay af heaven and earth;" it is not
only rolled but it vanished away, disappearing betbe majesty of God.

After the soul is lost, sunk, united witlod, she loses all. He gives her Jesus Christ
Who becomes her new heaven and her new earth. tBiegys given back to her with an
unthought-of advantage. She can then do anythitigowi coming out of her unity. She
has become "a new creature" in Jesus Christ. Buagyts given her in Jesus Christ; and
Jesus Christ is all in her. This old creature ismae spoken of; she is completely made
new, and nothing remains of the old.

As for "the sea" that is no more, this ne#mat the storms and tempests are no
longer.

Rev. 21:2: And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalengoming down out of heaven from
God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
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John speaks here very clearly of the rahevinich must take place in the Church.
The Spirit of the Church will be renewed on the ghearth. This is this Spirit of the
Word possessing her; however it is quite far frasmmmembers. This Spirit then will
spread everywhere, renew the whole earth, accordirte promise given. Then "the
new Jerusalem will come down from heaven."

Referring to the individual soul, it meatiat the works of the soul, within or
without, "come from heaven." It is a state of glamyd triumph given to her; it is given
her to do on earth what is being done in heaveter/Aier renewal, all within her does not
proceed from her since "she is ho more," but altasn God and this is the strength and
effectiveness of her works. She then comes "preparel-- adorned.” God gives the
Church, outwardly, all the excellence and spleridat the majesty of God (and the grace
that she shares) deserve.

Rev. 21:3: And | heard a loud voice from the throngsaying, "Behold, the tabernacle
of God is among men, and He shall dwell among therand they shall be His people,
and God Himself shall be among them, ..."

The soul, yea, and the Church--havinghredahis place through such rough and
strange ways and being so perfectly transformedeve the tabernacle of God where He
dwells and rests with unspeakable delight.

This refers both to the renewed Church and the soulwhich will be the
tabernacle of God Then will God delight to dwell with men, and Hdlwruly be their
God, and they shall be HIS people. Then this ngti#ss which molds a soul in God and
makes her one with Him, will also mold them andie@ertheir unity in God.

Rev. 21:4: "...and He shall wipe away every tearrdm their eyes; and there shall no
longer be any death; there shall no longer be any ourning, or crying, or pain; the
first things have passed away."

There are no more sorrows, tears, orcéfflins because there is no more death; no
more nothingness to complete. When nothingnesstisompletely perfected, there may
be always suffering here on earth. But here ingbene all these things have gone except
peace, joy, and satisfaction.

This will be the time of triumph both fbre Church and Jesus Christ. After having
exhibited a suffering Christ, for so long, the GHtunow will exhibit Him glorious and
triumphant.

Rev. 21:5: And He who sits on the throne said, "Beiid, | am making all things
new." And He said "Write, for these words are faithful and true.”

How true it is, oh God, that You are gotogmake "all things new." The souls,
Your spouses, and Your Church! Oh, new state, nfaynew everything, all will be
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made new! There is not one soul who would not agpee this if she surrendered herself
fully to God.

Rev.21:6: And He said to me, "It is done. | am theAlpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. | will give to the one whadhirsts from the spring of the water
of life without cost.”

After all these states are passed aways alone, and the soul is in a perfect
consummation because Jesus Christ is the begimmdgdghe end. By Him all the states
start--and end--by Him. The soul begins by JesussCland by Him all is finished and
consummate.

All begins by the love of Jesus Christ. Werender to him; He leads, being the
way, by paths that are closed to all but Him. Anldew He leads the believer through
horrible and frightful deserts, He leads him to ¢éimel. As long as "the way" lasts the soul
does not notice that Jesus Christ leads him. Heshid have him lose all distinction of
His own; and bring him in unity. When he reaches fihace, then He appears as the truth
and He places him in the truth of God. The soutalsrs the whole of God and the
nothingness of the creature. In this truth, it seéonhim that all, up to now, was error,
lie, deceit, blindness.

But when the believer is in this truthHis perfect unity with God, suddenly Jesus
Christ is given him as life. After having borne #ikese states in His soul, after having
sacrificed himself, He is glorified in him and Héwfies him, having him enter His
glory and joy. And through all eternity He will lgdorified in this soul, so that, after
having been crucified and sacrificed, we will bergled as His!

That was what Jesus Christ said to Hisipliss."My Father is in me; you are in
Me and | am in you." And again: "My Father, glorify Me now with Your own self,
with the glory | had before the world was." "All I have is Yours; all You have is
Mine. | am glorified in them." This is the state of Jesus Christ glorified in the soul.
This is the perfection of all men in Jesus Christwhen they are all united in the
unity of essence where God, in His Word, is all, @hworks out all Himself without
Whom nothing was ever created.

I in them and Thou in Me that they may be made onel'he Father flows through
the Word, into the soul, and the soul is brought bek to God by being lost in God.

After saying He is "the principle and #rd," Jesus Christ says He "will give to the
one who thirsts from the spring of the water o lWithout cost." How deceived are those
who wait for means to buy this watéeésus Christ gives it freelywe have only to go to
Him, to ask for it. After showing that the perfexctiof the soul begins and ends in Him,
He shows how easy it is to enter in. It could ba&l ghat these states are not for
everybody, that it is difficult to enter idesus Christ assures that He will give of the
fountain of the water of life to all those that areathirst. We will not believe a special
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merit is needed to have this water! And you may coeboldly, knowing you have no
means to repay.

Rev. 21:7: "He who overcomes shall inherit these thgs, and | will be His God and
he will be My son."”

The victory that Jesus Christ requiresusfis not a victory that we must win
ourselves. We are so weak that we would be defeatetinot overcomers. God with His
Word fought for them and won the victory. But widakes this victory consist in? Those
in whom He won these victories" are truly His sons.

Rev. 21:8: "But for the cowardly and unbelieving ad abominable and murderers
and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters andll liars, their part will be in
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, whichis the second death."

All those who are in these vices will motter this inner kingdom without leaving
their vices. The fearful ones are always stoppedehy, they never abandon themselves
to God. The unbelievers lack a great faith to veligvithout any motive to do so!

Rev. 21:9,10: And one of the seven angels who hdgtseven bowls full of the seven
last plagues, came and spoke with me, saying, "Conteere, | shall show you the
bride, the wife of the Lamb."” And he carried me awg in the Spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusaim, coming down out of
heaven from God.

This bride, the Lamb's wife, is the gl@df Church, the inner Spirit. She descends
out of heaven and comes from God. This soul losskE and is a new creature in Jesus
Christ and is fit for this spiritual marriage. THipouse is the soul made one in unity.
This is also spoken of the Church, filled witrelifrevived in its members. She is the
Lamb's wife.

Rev. 21:11: ...having the glory of God. Her brillimce was like a very costly stone, as
a stone of crystal-clear jasper.

This lighted brilliance is a renewal of the Spirit light and purity. Up till now she
did not show her light. But now they appear witlclswa brightness that no one will
ignore-- her light. The new Jerusalem, the Spodsscends from heaven. All clouds
have vanished. Truth was hidden under shadowstbsitgoing to rise like a beautiful
dawn, scattering all darkness and showing all thgeats which could not be
distinguished in the night.

Rev. 21:12-14: It had a great and high wall, with welve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels; and names were written on them, whicare those of the twelve tribes
of the sons of Israel. There were three gates ondleast and three gates on the north
and three gates on the south and three gates on thesst. And the wall of the city
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had twelve foundation stones, and on them were thevelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

The Jewish people, so loved and cherilye@od, whom God very greatly favored
with so many miracles, from whom came so many aatins, holy prophets and martyrs,
and from whom Jesus Christ even wished to be behere the Church was born, the
twelve apostles even being Jews--this people mostba regarded as being rejected
forever. But the time for His mercy is very neadahe Jews will again become the
Saints of God.

He exercises a similar righteousness oitsswho seem to have been chosen from
the cradle, like the Jews were, to whom He seenfsat@ given the grace of the old
patriarchs in visions, revelations, and prophecgweler, afterward, these souls who
seemed prodigies are rejected. Why? Because thegnee proud of themselves,
attributing to themselves what was God's. And Ggédcts them in His righteousness
while He takes other sinful souls who like the @eatseem to be born in corruption and
sin. These wandering ones He chooses to become thronésnercy. However, God's
mercy is so great that, though He permits thesks,féddle does not forsake them
completely and brings them back in the latter patheir lives.

This wonderful city is the Church. Afteerhrenewal, it will have gates to receive
the twelve tribes of Israel; and not them only &lithe nations of the earth.

The wall is Jesus Christ Himself, keeping her andusrounding her everywhere.
Its twelve gates show that there will be entrancesn every side for the world; from
every-here children will come to her. None will beshut, signifying that there is no
country, no nation that is not received in her bosm, especially the Jews who,
scattered everywhere in the world, will be recalledn a marvelous way. The wall is
simply Jesus Christ Himself. It is one wall and ths shows the perfect oneness of the
Church which being composed of so many stones isesingle wall. The stones are
living stones, according to the Scriptures, showinthat the union is not outward but
that of the hearts and minds, and that is what Godvants. The true spirit is one of
worship and sacrifice--an inner spirit.

The spirit of the apostles was an innénitspf peace, union and unity, imparted by
Jesus Christ. That Spirit, Jesus Christ wants panranew to His Church.

The Church's twelve gates indicate that lshs freedom, breadth, and space. She
was narrow and hindered formerly. The foundatiohthis wall are the twelve fruits of
the Spirit, because she is full of them. The otdy $s perfect love, the cornerstone-Jesus
Christ.

Rev. 21:15,16: And the one who spoke with me had gold measuring rod to
measure the city, and its gates and its wall. Anche city is laid out as a square, and
its length is as great as the width; and he measuwtethe city with the rod, fifteen
hundred miles; its length and width and height areequal.
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The foursquare denotes the perfect equiddédre must be in everything. The whole
soul, the whole Church, is one, so that what isedoatside comes from within. The
measure of each side is "twelve thousand furlonghjth shows a great extension, since
the soul-- and true Church-- is in the immensityGafd. My God, how great are these
mysteries and how unexplainable!

This square indicates the equality andfoumity of the Church, enclosing
everybody and being only enclosed in the immensitisod Himself. Oh, temple! Oh,
Church, wonderful in yourself but too greatly huatéd by the unruliness of your
children and because the shepherds and those depalinare fallen (not from their faith,
but from the purity and holiness that such a hoigisiry requires of them). A time will
come when your shepherds are holy! But now, oh God; corrupt are the priests and
the shepherds! But the Lamb will make priests fonself; He will make His saints!

Rev. 21:17: And he measured its wall, seventy-twoegrs, according to human
measurements, which are also angelic measurements.

The wall measured shows that the churédhommmunicate its yieldedness to the
moving of the Holy Spirit, to all nations.

Rev. 21:18: And the material of the wall was jasperand the city was pure gold, like
clear glass.

This shows the inner and outward likengsdeboth the Church and the individual
soul. For the Church, her ways are beautiful, fistnpng and pure, like the "jasper wall."
The Spirit of the Church is so pure and clear thatHoly Spirit sees Himself portrayed
there! She receives His rays so that the Spirithef Church is the Holy Spirit filling,
moving and leading her. As for her, she is lededuhnd enlightened without showing
any resistance. The Spirit of the Church will bé&poured on all her children. This city is
pure gold; this denotes her sublime love. This geldear and transparent to receive the
brilliance of the light of the Holy Spirit which Emplicity and spotlessness.

But what of the soul in this picture? Sdppears beautiful and strong, for God
establishes her at last in a perfect inner and autwest, with all the virtues and strength
He seemed to have stripped her of, to perfect hedim. After so many states of
nothingness the soul has gone through, He givesdhlea wonderful consistency. Within
the soul is mixed gold because of a pure love, Madchby self-interest. It is a very pure
glass because of her simplicity and candor thashitbthing.

Rev. 21:19-21: The foundation stones of the city Wavere adorned with every kind
of precious stone. The first foundation stone wasagper; the second, sapphire; the
third, chalcedony; the fourth emerald; the fifth, sardon; the sixth, sardius; the
seventh hrysolite; the eighth ber; the ninth topaz the tenth, chrysoprase; the
eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. And the Wwelve gates were twelve pearls;
each one of the gates was a single pearl. And theegt of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass.
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"The foundations of the wall" are the massentials of the faith on which this soul
bases its conduct, and it is so also for the Chubddlhis enriched with precious stones,
the purest virtues.

The pearls which are the twelve gates shiosv purity of the inner life, the
uniformity in all souls, the uniformity of faith dnfeelings, always the same, changing
only to become purer. The walls in which are theltw gates speak also of uniformity in
their shape and component and although all kindseople are received through these
gates such as the Jews, the bad Christians, tHegmer the city, share its spirit, will
become inwardly led, and be placed in the truth.

Rev. 21:22: And | saw no temple in it, for the LordGod, the Almighty, and the
Lamb, are its temple.

This cannot be applied to the Church; haweave can say that He Himself is "the
temple,” the sacrifice and the victim.

Formerly the soul had a temple within itsehere it withdrew, prayed and
worshipped. This temple was a place of refuge wihieeesoul was in safety, protected
from the oppression of its enemi®&ow, there is no more temple in the soul, for her
temple is God Himself, in a manner that can be bett experienced than described.

Rev. 21:23: And the city has no need of the sun of the moon to shine upon it, for
the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp ighe Lamb.

The Church has no need of any created;li@hd alone is her light and so is the
Lamb. As for the soul, it has no more need of ilagons. In this case, there are no more
distinct lights, God being the general light. By tlavor of this general light the soul sees
all things in God in a wonderful way. This is thaythe blessed ones see.

Rev.21:24-27: And the nations shall walk by its ligt, and the kings of the earth shall
bring their glory into it. And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its
gates shall never be closed; and they shall brindh¢ glory and the honor of the
nations into it; and nothing unclean and no one wharactices abomination and
lying, shall ever come into it, but only those wha@snames are written in the Lamb's
book of life.

The nations shall walk in the light of ttneth and the Church, and they will come
to join them. Then the mind and will of man beimgieely united to God's, there will be
no more false light causing them to go astray;dine light will enlighten them all.

All the kings of the earth and sovereigvil place their honor in the service of
God's interest alone, for His glory only. The gaiethe Church shall not be shut at all to
anybody because there will be no darkness, no.nigtis is why God will have such an
onslaught to destroy all enemies, so that nothmmgure will be received in this pure and
clean Church.
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Likewise the soul in God is so completsppiled that any impurity will be taken
from her, for in God, nothing impure enters.

Chapter 22

Rev. 22:1: And he showed me a river of the water dife, clear as crystal, coming
from the throne of God and of the Lamb...

This river is the grace of God that continsly flows from out of Him into souls.
This river is the abyss where all souls are lostsmk in His unity. It proceeds out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb, because it is gbeod Himself and by Jesus Christ.

Rev. 22:2: ...in the middle of its street. And onither side of the river was the tree of
life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations.

The tree of life is perfect love in theugth and in the soul This love is burning,
pure and always dwells in the soul This tree hadvievfruits which are fruits of the Holy
Spirit appearing in their season and accordingpéosbul's need. The leaves represent the
most common graces distributed to men to heal them their ailments. Oh Church, this
tree is given you. Nevertheless the nations doeabtof it and this is why they are not
healed. But as soon as the people come to you,wiileype nourished, refreshed and
healed. These fruits and this tree are ever itCtingch.

Rev. 22:3,4: And there shall no longer be any cursand the throne of God and of
the Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shakerve Him; and they shall see
His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

This sight of God's face may be takenafatose union. When the soul has reached
this intimate fellowship, it sees the face of thenib because of the deep knowledge of
Jesus Christ given her.

The name of the Lamb is written on th@&reheads, means that their outward
appearance is a proof of what they feel within. ifrexterior even preaches and
announces God.

Rev. 22:5: And there shall no longer be any nightand they shall not have need of
the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, becase the Lord God shall illumine
them; and they shall reign forever and ever.

In this place, there can be no night bsedhe light of the truth makes room for no
darkness.

This will happen for the Church of God.droportion as the darkness of error and
of falsehood passes away, truth will appear asani the light will scatter darkness.
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Rev. 22:6,7: And he said to me, "These words areithful and true;" and the Lord,
the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His agel to show to His bond-servants
the things which must shortly take place. And behal, | am coming quickly. Blessed
is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of thiobk."

Oh God, this is the joy of the hearts thet wholly, unreservedly your¥.our
inner and outward reign will come and these sayingare faithful and true. Oh God,
You are going to reign in every heart and You alredy do in thousands of them. This
is ignored by those who do not feel this way, but is known to God and to the soul
to whom He manifests HimselfOh God of spirits, You gave Your inner Spirit @whd
so that he could clearly speak of inner things, ryggneral work in the souls You want to
unite to Yourself forever.

But oh, holy prophet, you say that thelSmgs must shortly be done. Alas!
Seventeen centuries have passed since then!* Tige of Jesus has not yet come
throughout the earth. There are more inner persotiss century than there ever were.
You say, Lord, that You are coming. Alas, oh Ldndw long this waiting time seems!
But for You centuries are a moment. Oh, desiredatfons, You made Yourself to be
longed for, for four thousand years. As the prophgtoke, Your day seemed near.
However, how delayed it was! You make Yourself éodesired of so many souls who
sigh after Your reign and You do not come! Parda oh King, You are coming/ou
came to reign in thousands of hearts in an unknowway, and in eternity we will see
how this inner spirit spread in every century and ncreased each dayBut You have
not come, oh Jesus, in all the extent of Your reignmake Yourself known in this
manner to all the earth. Oh God, this is Your whgang, to intensify our desire and try
Your servants' patience.

As soon as God begins to come into a ddal,promises that one will be His
Spouse. He has her desire this eagerly, as wens&dlomon's Song. It seems the
marriage is going to take place at the outsetalad! the nearer it seems, the farther it is.
The soul, seeing the favors and kindnesses of tlie@oom, believes she has only one
step to take and she will be in the Bride's comp&tme thinks she has reached the height
of perfection, yet she has hardly started. Sheze=ahfter a long and terrible experience
that such a great attainment is not so close atl.h&hen she says to her God: You
promised to come just now and as soon as You peainiou fled farther than ever! Oh,
how the moments spent before God become long &mdidaus years! Oh Love, You do
not deceive. The creature deceives and believesaheébe admitted to the marriage,
without leaving the robes of her captivity. Oh, wlaamistake she makes! And how
foolish she is when she finds it so hard to letseirbe stripped! This lengthens her
torment and the greater the resistance to the 8{sowusll, the harder, too, her sorrow.
However, oh sacred Spouse, "You come soon" if wesider what You are and the
vileness of this creature to whom You desire tdauiourself. You do not delay this fine
gift.
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"Blessed are those who keep the sayingthefprophecy of this book." How
fortunate are those who fulfill these words thoughy are apparently met with many
calamities.

Rev. 22:8,9: And I, John, am the one who heard anslaw these things. And when |
heard and saw, | fell down to worship at the feetfothe angel who, showed me these
things. And he said to me, "Do not do that; | am d&ellow servant of yours and of
your brethren the prophets and of those who heed thwords of this book; worship
God."

God took a delight in hiding His treasuiregarthen vessels, so that the power may
be regarded as of God and not of men. He knowdé¢aeity and nobility of this soul
covered with outward mud. God allows this to kelegnt in their purity and to prevent
them from being overestimated if they were knoW should look to God alone.

Rev. 22:10,11: And he said to me, "Do not seal upe words of the prophecy of this
book, for the time is near. Let the one who does wng, still do wrong; and let the
one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the onewho is righteous, still practice
righteousness; and let the one who is holy, stildep himself holy."

Here two kinds of people are spoken afséhwho are unrighteous and those who
feel their own wretchedness. In the first caseasith the punishment by more sin is being
referred to. For the second, a state of distredswarakness is shown, God hiding man
through these both from Himself and from others.@id, this man mourns his misery;
he knows he can't help himself by his efforts ahdt tYou alone can heal him. He
grieves, not only on account of his humiliation blgo for fear of displeasing You.

"He that is holy, let him be holy stillthat is, let him be transformed into the
holiness of God, losing completely his own.

Rev. 22:12,13: "Behold, | am coming quickly, and Myreward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done. | am ¢hAlpha and the Omega, the
first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blssed are those who wash their
robes, that they may have the right to the tree olife, and may enter by the gates
into the city.

Oh God, You come quickly because You &bteous and also because You are
merciful. The works which are accepted are donéaar will. The work of a plain man
in his shop who is united in God's will shall appesceedingly more precious than many
works which appear great before men and that hawvprinciple only the love of glory,
self interest, and the will of man. You do not lcatkthe greatness of the action but at the
intention with which it is done, and at the puyman's love.

"The Alpha and Omega" means the principfe the inner way and the

consummation, the perfection of this same innex. Mou are the principle from which
everything starts and You are the end where evieytnds. We begin and end by You.
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Some persons have thought that we must always atedin Jesus Christ. They are
mistaken. The point is not considering Jesus Ghaist discussing Jesus Christ, but
being led by Him in every way, and being truly pesssed by Him. Reasoning does not
give these things. Abandonment does. A friend tsknown by reasoning. You can never
know someone as a friend and neglect associatitighim!

Jesus Christ is the great book writtenhimitand without.What is within is
exceedingly more than what appears.

He alone can manifest what He is to thd.d4de does this not by reasoning but by
the impression He gives the soul about Himself ldisdstates. Paul expresses this when
he says he bears in his body the marks of JesustPaul does not say he reasons about
Jesus Christ. He says, "l bear His state." Theadmaits he does not live his own life but
Jesus Christ lives in him because he denied himsstiime nothing in the hands of God.
He allowed Him to destroy his own self life to makem for the life of Jesus Christ.

Rev. 22:14,15: Blessed are those who wash their exy that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates iotthe city. Outside are the dogs and
the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murders and the idolaters, and
everyone who loves and practices lying.

"Blessed are they that wash their robesers to the dear souls who, by a complete
abandonment and trust, throw themselves in the afn®od, giving themselves to Him
so as to be purified. These souls, who are persuadlgheir extreme poverty and
helplessness, throw themselves into this immers@fsthe blood of Jesus Christ without
any hesitation. Oh, how well purified are these!

Rev. 22:16: "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testifto you these things for the
churches. | am the root and the offspring of Davidthe bright morning star.”

Oh Jesus, name that charms and stirs, 0&fog and salvation, You always send
Your angel before You "to testify" of You. This algappeared, but it is not enough;
Jesus Christ must appear.

The Church saw this angel, and soon slieseg her Spouse. As the morning star
precedes the daylight and sunrise, so Jesus cadmsédof the soul as the bright and
morning star before she is placed in the full dgiof Glory.

When the soul seems to have lost sightliaf, being sunk in the immensity of
God, then Jesus Christ springs forth and commusschlimself to the soul in such a
wonderful way that she grows and is surprisinglytful.

Rev. 22:17: And the Spirit and the bride say, "Comé And let the one who hears

say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come;édt the one who wishes take the
water of life without cost.
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"The Spirit and the Bride say: Come, "J&sus. This Spirit and this Bride are the
Holy Spirit and the Church. The Church united te Hioly Spirit and animated by this
Spirit asks Jesus Christ to come and reign quickly.

The truth which is with the Spirit invitélse Bridegroom to come; she cannot do
anything after appearing on earth and wants totseesecond advent that has been
described.

"The Spirit and the Bride say: Come." Wasinknow that the soul in God has no
prayer of her own any longer, but the Holy Spirfeys in her with inexpressible
groanings. The Spirit and Bride, of one accordhwibe voice and one prayer, invite Him
to come.

They invite Him much more to come to Hisutch and make Himself known in all
the earth, possessing His reign, manifesting HithtrThe Spirit and Church say: Come,
oh the desired of nations, come, joy and satisfaati people, come to put an end to their
misfortune and to start their happiness. Come ignreaas a Sovereign. Come to
consummate Your marriage. Come, oh Jesus, come kanig!

After the desire of the Spirit and the d&rihas been expressed, Jesus, this
Bridegroom of the souls, invites all thirsty sotdscome and quench their thirst at these
calm and quiet waters, to this water that nourimed refreshes him who drinks. Oh
Christians, my brothers, it is easier to havetlif@n you realize. You only have to "come”
to Jesus simply and trustfully, and He will giveuythe fullness of life. He says: Let him
that is athirst come and rivers of living water Iviibw to everlasting life. The believer
who gives himself to Jesus Christ, goes to Himisféafter his thirst is quenched at this
divine source) that he is made also a spring wbtters come to quench their thirst.

Rev. 22:18,19: | testify to everyone who hears theords of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to hirthe plagues which are written in
this book; and if anyone takes away from the word®f the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the tree of lifeand from the holy city, which are
written in this book.

John describes in this book all the stdtesugh which God brings the souls. He
omits nothing. Anyone who would produce other statdgferent from these would go
astray. He who would certify that these stateiateeal would be presumptuous and not
fit to feel such divine and real things. Some peagindemn all they don't understand;
but they do not judge God right by measuring Hisdyeess by their reasonings! Let all
who doubt put Him to the test and they will see tha goodness of God for souls goes
beyond all that can be said.

Rev. 22:20,21: He who testifies to these things say'Yes, | am coming quickly."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jeste with all. Amen.
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Oh Jesus, You promise it, You assure #oisYet though Your word is true, You
delay Your coming so! Oh, how this delay is long doheart who loves You, who only
wants Your glory and who only wishes to see Yogmen every heart and everywhere!
Come, then, oh my King, come and begin Your re@a.not delay any more! Come
then, Lord Jesus! May the grace of our Lord preparall for this second advent. Amen!

Conclusion

| beg those who will read this and do Inate experience of the inner ways, not to
condemn but to refer to persons who have the exqpezi and try to have this experience
themselves. Let us not find such sublime statestremge. God wanted it this way and it
is all enclosed in the Holy Scriptures. | affrmtrio have used any book besides the
Bible alone, not having read any Father of the Chut only used the Scriptures, with
faith, as | wrote all that came to my mind promptiythout thinking of it or meditating
to see if what | was writing was good. | never @ad it in order to make corrections. |
leave this work as it is in the hands of my Dire¢todo with it as he pleases and as God
will inspire him.

The grace | am asking You, oh loving Gedio make Yourself known, enjoyed,
loved by all who will read this. If through my owveakness | inserted terms that are not
suitable, this does not prevent the truth of thenttation. Make Yourself known, oh God;
make Yourself to be loved. No one will ever loveuYas You ought unless he abandons
himself to You and You give him Your love.

It is surprising that everybody who reatle Scriptures will not discover the
delightful and wonderful beauty of the interiorelifvhich is sown there in such a clear
way. There is no place where it is not describetl kihds of people will find in these
explanations, here or there, what they need. Thedfbs have what is necessary for a
beginner and "Ecclesiastes" still more. In all ldraf places, the leadings of God for the
soul will be seen, and His intricate ways for ars/on

You, oh God, are the author of the goothia work. It seems | only lent my hand,
but it may have been, at times, unfaithful, andtsaill be easy to notice that the euvil
comes from my weakness. The rest is Yours, oh Gadmes from You. | return it and
have no part in it. Oh God, use it as You wishY&iu want it for the good of Your
Church, manifest it.

September 23, 1683
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